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Court  of  Star-chamhr^    and  other  arbitrary  courts^ 

abolyhed. Bill  to  deprive  bijhops  of  their  feats 

in  parliament  fent  up  to  the  Lords. Bifhops 

and  judges  impeached. "The  Star-chamber  ver- 

di5i  againjl  the  city  of  London  reverfed. Con- 

ceffions  to  the  Scots. Embaffy  and  manifejlo  in 

favor  of  the  Palatinate  famih.- — —-Proceedings 
againfl  the  pope^s  nuncio ^  and  other  Papijls. — ■ — 
Farther  proceedings  againfl  delinquents  on  the  army 
plot. — A^s  p^-ffed. — King's  journey  to  Scotland, 

H  E  death  of  Strafford  was  one  of  thofe  ^""°  ^^^u 
exemplary  a6ls  of  juftice,  which  has  done 
the  moft  honor  to  the  independent  fpiric 
which  at  this  time  eminently  graced  the  counlels 
of  the  Englifh  fenate.  As  it  has  afforded  matter 
of  exultation  to  the  lovers  of  Liberty,  fo  it  has 
been  lamented  by  the  friends  of  defpotifm,  as 
the  important  incident  which  drew  after  it  the 
deprivation  of  the  King's  power  and  life.  The 
Vol.  Ill  B  whole 
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Anno  1641.  whole  party  of  royalifts  have  been  very  free  in 
their  cenfures  on  Charles  in  this  point,  and  have 
condemned  the  facrifice  he  made  to  the  demands 
ofjuftice,    and  the  united  defires  of  the  people, 
as  a  condefcenfion  extorted  from  his  fears  rather 
than  his  necelTities.     The  opinion  that  the  over- 
throw of  monarchy  was  the  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  this  circum^ftance,   or  that  the  King 
Could  have  maintained  an  inflexibility  in  regard 
to  the  fate  of  Strafford,    are  grounded  on  the 
,  authority  of  Clarendon,  without  other  foundation 
than  the  chimeras  of  this  flimfy  politician;  who, 
notwithflanding  that  he  relates  the  fteady  adhe- 
rence of  the  Scotch  army  to  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment, and  the  incorruptible  virtue  of  the  Englifh 
troops,  who  had  been  in  vain  folicit-ed   to  aflift 
the  King  in  his  endeavors  to  preferve  his  autho- 
rity,   who,    notwithflanding  he  relates  that  the 
prudent  forefight  of  the  Commons  had  cut  off 
all  the  means  whereby  Charles  could  have  pro- 
cured money,    thofe  nerves  of  power,  without 
which  it  is  impofTible  to  exill-,   yet  infmuates, 
that,  to  have  defeated  the  popular  party,  nothing 
more  would   have  been  neceffary  on  the  King's 
parr,  but  a  ftubborn  inflexibility  to  the  importu- 
nate entreaties  of   his  people,   and  the  playing 
over  the  old  game  of  difTolving  the  parliament. 
"Whoever  accurately  confiders  the  fituation   of 
Charles   at  this   period  mufl:  acknowledge,  that 
the  only   means   whereby    he   could  prolong  to 
himfelf  the  fhadow  of  power,  or  the  prefervation 
of  life,  was  to  yield  to  the  torrent  of  the  times, 
and  give  way  to  the  infl:ant  demands  of  his  peo- 
ple, who  continued  in  a  manner  unanimous  till 
the  fate  of  Strafford  was  determined^. 

*  The  King  muft  have  funk  under  the  torrent  of  popular 
rage,  had  he  refufcd  the  giving  fatisfa<^iou  to  his  fubjeds  on 

this 


CHARLES      L ,  i 

The  parliament  having  executed  juftice  on  the  -^""^^  *^4J. 
great  enemy  to  the  public  weal,  and  perpetuated 
their  authority  by  the  continuance-bill,  proceeded 
with  vigor  to  lop  off  the  noxious  branches  of  the 
regal  authority.     Two  bills,    no  lefs  important 
than  abolilhing  the  High-commiffion  court  ■^,  the  ^.fX''"' 
court   of  Star-chamber  f,    the   council   in    the  p.  304. 
Marches  of  Wales,  the  xouncil  of  York  J,  and  {J^^^Jj^j^ons, 
other  arbitrary  courts §j  regulating  the  jurifdic-^oi"- 


this  point.  The  facrliice  of  Strafford  preferred  to  him,  for* 
fome  time,  his  life  and  crown;  and  procured  him  afterwards 
a  party  llfong  enough  to  wage  war  againll  his  people. 

*  The  bill  which  abolilhed  the  Fligh-commiffion  took  away 
all  coercive  power  from  every  ecclefiailical  perfon  and  court. 

f  The  lord  Andov«r  was  the  member  who  made  the  mo- 
tion for  abolilhing  this  court ;  and  aflerted,  that  it  had  ever 
been  a  great  eclipfe  to  the  whole  nobility  ;  for  none  had  been 
fo  frequently  vexed  there  as  noblemen.  The  ftatute  which 
eftablifhed  this  arbitrary  court  prohibited  it  to  proceed  againft 
any  delinquent,  otherwife  than  if  he  were  convicted  of  the 
fame  crime:  by  due  procefs  of  law.  Statutes  at  Large,  Rujh- 
'worthy  vol.  IV.  p.  204. 

X  The  conference  between  the  two  houfes  concerning  the 
abolilhing  the  court  at  York  was  managed  by  Mr.  Hyde ;  In 
the  whole  fifty-eight  inftruftions  by  which  this  court  was  to 
adl,  there  was  fcarce  one  of  them,  he  faid,  which  was  not 
againft  or  belide  the  law.  He  infinuated,  that  the  King 
could  not  canton  out  a  part  of  his  kingdom  to  be  tried  by 
comm'ffion,  though  according  to  the  rules  of  law;  thatthefe 
inflru6lions  allowed  the  commiflioners  to  proceed  according 
to  their  difcretion-  -that  is,  that  they  Ihould  do  what  they 
plcafed;  only,  that  it  might  not  be  fufpe6led  that  this  dis- 
cretion would  be  kinder  than  the  law,  fpecial  provifion  was 
made,  that  no  fine,  no  punilhment,  fhould  be  lefs  than  was 
by  law  appointed,  but  as  much  greater  as  difcretion  Ihould 
think  fit;  that  this  improvement  had  been  found  very  preg- 
nnnt  in  arbitrary  courts;  for  if  the  [aw  required  good  beha- 
vior, this  difcretion  clofe  imprifoned  ;  if  the  law  fat  a  cri- 
minal in  the  pillory,  this  difcretion  appointed  him  to  leave 
his  ears  there.     Pari,  Hijf,  vol.  \X   p.  226,  ^  Jc(^. 

§  The  court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaller,  and  the  court  of 
Exchequer  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Cheikr.  Statutes  at 
Large, _  ed.  1706,  vol.  II,  p.  iioS. 
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Anno  1641.  tion   of   the   council,    and  abridging  its  powef^ 
pafied  the  houfe  of  Commons  unanimonfly  ;  and, 
after  having  met  with  a  little  interruption,  wefe 
afTented  to  by  the  Lords.     Thele  bills  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  at  the  fame  time  with  a  poll- 
bill  * :  he  pafTed  the  latter,    without  taking  no- 
tice of  the  former  ;  but  the  Commons  adjourning 
Naifon,       themfelves  with  fome  warmth,  and  fhewing  other 
vol.  11.       }^ig[^  fymptoms  of    difpleafure -f,    on   their    re- 
Coin^cof     m^eeting  to   debate  the   point,    they   received   a 
srar  Cham-  mefTage  from   the   Kino-    that  he   was  ready  to 

bcr    and  *^  .  .  *^  •' 

other  arbi-  comply  with  their  demands. 
trarvco.rts,      The  intcrruDtion  which  the  popular  bills  had 
met  with  from  the  Lords,  was  by  the  Comm.ons 
very  jufily  afcribed  to  the  influence  the  bench  of 
biihops  gave  the  King  in  the  upper  houfe.     That 
this  impediment  might  no  longer  retard  the  re- 
Bii!  to  de-    formation,  a  bill  v/as  fent  up  for  depriving  the 
piivshirnopr- biihops  of  their. votes  in  parliament,    on  the  ra- 
^np'',J|[J"^^  tionai  pretence,    that-  intermeddling  with  fecular 
ment  lent    afTairs   was   a  great  hindrance  to  their  fpiritual 
hoTds!  ^     fundlion.     This  was  feconded  with  v/armth   by 
the  popular  peers,  and  oppofed.with  equal  vehe- 
mence by  the  bifnops.     Williams  made   a  long 
fpeech  on  the  occafion :    he  pleaded  that  part  of 

*  The  Lords  thoug-ht  themfelves  unequally  taxed  in  this 
bill,  and  claimed  a  right  to  tax  themfelves.  To  this  pre- 
tenfion  the  Commons  did  not  yieid.  Sir  Simon  Dewes  lliewed, 
by  the  e.xample  of  all  times,  that  the  Commons  had  exer- 
cifed  the  privilege  of  afTelTing  on  every  occaiion  where  money 
was  raifed  by  the  power  of  parliament. 

The  Commons  were  fo  jealous  of  a  privilege  with  which 
they  had  eifecled  fucli  great  things,  that  having  fent  up  to 
the  Lords  a  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  they  defired  it 
might  be  jc-delivea-ed,  to  be  brought  up  and  prefented  by 
their  own  fpeaker.   Pari.  Hi/},  vol.  IX.  p.  445. 

t  They  voted,  ^hat  all  tlie  bills  Ihould  be  pailed  togetlier, 
or  not  at  all,  Li:Un froifi  Qcnsi al  Ludk-^x-  to  Dr.  Holling'wtjrth^ 
^xd,  1692. 
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^e  coronation  oath  which  is  relative  to  the  Anvio  1641. 
church;  and  laid,  ''  That  the  King's  confcience^o'il^ix,'  * 
was  fo  upricrht,  daintv,  and  fcriipuloiis,  that  itp  ^94 
ought  not  to  be  put  upon  Iwaiiowing  inch  gud^ 
geons  as  to  fill  itleif  with  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties*." The  other  arguments  he  made  ufe  of 
were,  the  prieftjy  government  of  Judea  ;  '  the 
great  power  of  churchmen  in  all  Chriilian  com- 
mon-wealths from  the  age  of  Conflantinc,  par- 
ticularly in  France  and  the  Saxon  heptarchy  ;  and 
abfurdly  applied  the  pious  admonitions  of  St. 
Paul  to  the  Corinthians  on  their  litigious  fpirit, 
as  an  example  to  fhew,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
churchmen  to  intermeddle  in  fecular  affairs :  he 
endeavored  to  prove^  that  legiflative  power  was 
the  birthright  of  the  clergy  -,  that  biiliops  held 
their  feats  by  virtue  of  their  ecclefiallical  capa- 
city, not  by  the  baronies  annexed  to  their  fees  -, 
and  that  they  had  hitherto  made  the  third  eilate 
m  parliament -j-.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  he 
remarked  a  con  trad  idlion  in  the  motive  for  dif- 

■  •*-It  would  have  been  a  happy  thing  for  Charles  and  his 
family,  ifhis  *'  upright,. dainty,  and  fcrupulous  confcience," 
h^d  reftrained  him  from  infringing  that  part  of  his  coronation 
oath  which  was  relative  to  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
laity. 

f  This  matter  was  highly  difputed  between  the  popular 
party  in  the  kingdom  and  the  rovalilis.  The  popular  party 
called  the  King  one  of  the  three  eftates ;  but  Charles  alTumed 
the  fovereignty  over  the  eitates,  and  afferted,  that  the  eftates 
were,  the  Lords  fpiritual,  the  Lords  temporal,  and  the  Com- 
mons. This  was  a  very  abfurd  preteniion  ;  fmce  no  power 
can  be  fuperior  to  the  legiflative  ;  and  if  the  King  is  not  pari^ 
of  the  legiflative,  he  can  be  only  the  executive,  which  is  3> 
power  fubordinate  to  the  legiflative. 

•  The  lawyer  Bagfliaw  argued,  that  bifliops  fat  in  parlia- 
ment in  virtue  of  their  temporal  baronies ;  and  that  their 
total  abfence  from  parliament  could  no  more  obftruct  the 
proceedings  of  parliament,  than  the  abfejice  of  any  other 
nugiber  of  Lords. 

B  3  poffefllng 
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Anno  1641.  pofTeffing  bifhops  of  their  feats  in  parliament, 
and  a  falvo  in  the  bill  for  bifhops  pofiefled  of 
temporal  peerages;  fincc,  as  he  jaltiy  obferved, 
noblemen  who  had  entered  into  holy  orders  could 
be  no  lefs  tied  by  the  peculiar  duties  of  their  call- 
ing than  commoners. 

Williams  was  anfwered  in  a  very  judicious 
manner  by  the  lord  Say,  who  argued,  from  the 
authority  of  fcripture,  that  Chrift  had  forbidden 
the  apoftles,  and  confequently  their  fuccefibrs 
(a  title  the  bifhops  afTum^ed)  to  exercife  jurifdic- 
tion  over  their  brethren.  He  proved,  from  the 
examples  of  all  times,  that  the  ambition  of  the 
clergy  had  introduced  difcord  and  confufion  in 
every  fociety,  and  that  their  pride  had  occafioned 
them  to  be  the  common  incendiaries  of  the 
Chriilian  world  *.  "  While  they  kept  themfelves 
to  prayer,  and  the  miniflry  of  the  word,  accord- 
incr  to  the  examples  of  the  apoftles,  the  world 
received  benefit  from  them  ;  but  when  they  inter- 
meddled in  iecular  affairs  and  ftate  bufinefs, 
when  they  came  to  be  advanced  above  their  bre- 
thren, their  domineering  fpirit  had  been  the 
caufe  of  a  great  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood. 
Every  thing  was  elleemed  as  it  was  eminent  in 
its  own  proper  excellency;  their  proper  excel- 
itncy  was  Spiritual ;  the  denial  of  the  world, 
pomp,  preferments,  and  employments  ;  this  they 
ought  to  teach,  and  this  they  ought  to  pradlife  ^ 
bui  when  they  fought  to  rule  and  domineer,  con- 

*  One  cf  the  arguments  urged  by  the  Commons  for  dif- 
poiTeiTing  biffiops  of  their  votes  in  parliament,  was,  that 
that  priviirge,  by  fetting  too  great  a  diftance  between  them 
and  the  reft  cf  their  brethren  in  the  minillry,  introduced 
dilquiet  in  the  church,  by  occalioning  pride  in  them,  an4 
^ifconient  in  their  inferiors.     Riipnjcorthy   vol.  ly,  p.  2^j, 

trary 
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trary  to  the  precepts  and  example  of  Chrlft,  ^nno  1641. 
inftead  of  honor  and  efteem,    they  had  brought 
upon  themfelves  conternpt  and  odium.   The  vain 
things  they  fo  eagerly  fought  after,   had  indeed 
gained  them  cap  and  courtefy,  but  had  caft  them 
out   of  the   confciences   of   all  men.     Did  the 
apoftles,    men  of  extraordinary  gifts,    think   it 
unreafonable  for  them  to  be  hindered  from  giving 
themfelves  continually  to  preaching  the  word  and 
prayer,  by  taking  care  for  the  tables  of  the  poor 
widows  ?    and   could   the  bifhops   now  think  it  • 
reafonable  or  lawful  for  them   to  contend   for 
turning  ftatefmen  inftead  of  churchmen  ?"  Lord 
Say,  having  thus  endeavored   to  fnew   that  the 
pretenfions  of  the  clergy  were  hurtful  to  their 
fpiritual  calling,  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  politi- 
cal obje<5lions  which   had'  been  made  to  the  bill. 
**  Antiquity,  he  faid,    was  no  good  plea  for  that 
which,  by  experience,  was  found  to  be  hurtful  ; 
the  longer  it  had  done  hurt,  the  more  caufe  there 
was  to  remove  it.     For  being  eftabliflied  by  law, 
the  law-makers  had  the  fame  power  and  the  fame 
charge  to  alter  old  laws  Vv'hich  were  inconvenient, 
as  to  make  new  which  were  neceffary.   For  privi- 
lege of  the  houfe,  it  could  be  no  breach  of  pri- 
vilege ;    for  either  eftate  might  propofe,  by  way 
of  bill,  what  they  conceived  to  be  for  the  public 
good.     For  the  objedtion,  that  if  the  Commons 
removed  bifhops,  they  might  another  time   re- 
move  barons  and  earls,  the  reafon  was  not  the 
fame-,  for  the  one  fitting  by  an  honour  which  was 
hereditary,  could  not  be  fo  eafily  taken  away  as 
the  other,  fitting  by   a  barony  depending  upon 
an  office.     For  the  objedion,  that  the  bill  alter- 
ed the  foundation  of  the  houfe,  and  innovations 
which  fhook  foundations   were  dangerous  :     if 
there  v/as  an  error  in  the  foundation,  when  it  was 

B  4  found 
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Apno  1641- found  it  ought  to  be  mended,  and  not  lliffered  to 
run  on,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ftrudture ;  befides, 
the  feat  of  bilhops  was  not  fundamental  to  the 
houfe;  it  had  flood  without  them,  and  done 
every  thing  which  pertained  to  the  power  thereof, 
they  being  wholly  excluded."  In  the  courfe  of 
this  fpeech,  lord  Say  fhewed,  that  the  bifiiops 
had  fuch  an  abfolute  dependence  on  the  crown, 
that  their  privilege  of  voting  in  parliament  was 

Clarendon,  vcty  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom"^: 
\ll^       But  the  King's  influence  and  the  bilhops'  votes 


vol.  I. 


p 


^  icQ.        at  this  time  prevailing,  the  bill  for  difpoflelTing 
thern  of  their  feats  Vv^as  utterly  rejedled. 

.  *  Some  time  after  this.  Laud  publifhed  a  petulant  anfwer 
to  lord  Say.  He  afferted,  that  the  fathers  of  the  church 
would  never  have  undertaken  the  burthen  of  fecular  affairs, 
if  it  had  been  inccnfiflent  with  their  fundlion;  and  quoted 
the  honell  indullry  of  St.  Paul  (who,  to  fupport  himfelf  in  a 
virtuous  independency,  labored  at  the  trade  of  tent-making), 
as  an  authority  that  billiops  might  intermeddle  in  ftate  con- 
cerns. If  the  counfel  of  fome  bifliops  had  been  taken,  he 
faid,  neither  the  King  nor  the  church  would  have  been  in  fo 
bad  a  condition  as  they  now  were.  Bifnops  could  preach 
the  Gofpel  more  publicly,  and  to  far  greater  edification  in  a 
court  of  judicature,  or  at  a  council,  where  great  men  were 
met  together  to  draw  things  to  aniffue,  than  many  preachers 
in  their  feveral  charges  could  ;  befides,  there  was  not  that 
neceility  of  preaching  now  as  formerly,  when  the  world  was 
little  acquainted  with  the  Gofpel :  he  prayed  God  it  had  not 
got  a  dangeroHS  furfeit.  To  fhew  that  parliaments  had  been 
the  occaiion  of  Ihedding  blood  as  v/ell  as  the  clergy,  he  quoted 
the  example  of  that  noble  parliament  who  depofed  Richard 
II.  and  called  it  an  irreligious,  traitorous  parliam^ent.  In 
this  anfv/er  he  made  it  plainly  appear,  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
the  fenfe  of  moral  obligations ;  for  having  taken  a  great  deal 
of  pains  to  prove  tlie  dominion  of  prieih  in  the  Jewilh 
common-wealth,  he  concludes,  that  if  the  law  could  not 
give  rule  in  this  kind  to  thofa  who  live  under  the  Gofpel,  a 
man  might  remove  his  neighbour's  landm^ark;  he  might  lead 
the  blind  out  of  the  \Vay  ;  he  m.ignt  fmite  his  neighbor  ;  for 
thefe  things  were  only  prohibited  by  the  law.  Laud's  Re- 
rnaitis,  by  Wharton. 

The 
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•  The  Commons,  exafperated  at  this  lliirdy  op- -^""^  ^^4i^ 
pofition,  determined  to  fhew  the  biihops  that 
they  fhould  have  caufe  to  repent  the  obftruftion 
they  had  given  to  their  defigns:  the  Prefbyterian 
party  took  the  advantage  of  this  ferment,  and 
introduced  into  the  lower  houfe  a  bill  for  the  to- 
tal abolition  of  epifcopacy.  It  was  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  St,  John,  and  prefented  by  Sir  Edward 
Deering,  who  compUmented  the  houfe  on  their 
great  moderation  in  applying  fo  gentle  a  remedy 
to  reftrain  the  exorbitances  of  the  clergy  as  was 
their  late  bill :  ^'  But  this,  he  faid,  having  proved 
ineffe6lual,  feeing  that  they  were  grown  more 
llubborn  and  incorrigible,  it  was  now  neceflary 
to  put  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree"^."  The 
epifcopal  party  in  the  houie  inveighed  againft  the 
prefumption,  as  they  termed  it,  of  a  private 
perfon  to  bring  in  a  bill  which  overthrew  the 
y/hoie  frame  of  church-government;  and  ear- 
neflly  urged  the  rejediing  it:  the  other  party  as 
earneftly  preiTed  the  reading  it-,  and  afferted, 
that  the  orders  of  the  houfe  were  in  their  own 
power,  to  be  altered  or  difpenfed  with  at  pleafure, 
After  a  long  difpute,  the  Puritan  party  prevailed; 
the  bill  was  read,  committed,  and  laid  afide  till 
another  favorable  opportunity  offered  for  reviving  Parj.  Hh% 
it;  but  on  a  motion  beine  made  for  the  takiiip;  ^°'  ^^- 
away  of  deans  and  chapters,  the  Comm^ons  came  &ieo^/  ' 

*  Clarendon  tells  us,  tliat  Sir  Edward  Deering  was  very 
crppoute  to  the  defigns  of  the  Puritan  party  ;  but  that  being 
a  man  of  levity  and  vanity,  he  was  eaiily  flattered  into  the 
undertaking  any  thing;  and  that  his  greatell  motive  for 
prefenting  this  important  bill  to  the  houfe  was,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fhevving  his  clailicai  kno\<'ledge,  by  the  application 
of  the  followino;  two  verfes  in  Ovid  : 

'*  Cundaprius  tentanda,  fed  immedicabile  vulnus 
**  Enfe  recidendum  eft,  ne  pars  fincera  trahatur.'* 

ClarenaWs  Hifiory  rf  J  he  Civil  Wars,  vol.  I.  p,  187, 

to 
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AnQoi64i.  to  a  refolution  that  thcfe  fhould  be  utterly  abo- 
liflied,  and  their  lands  employed  to  the  advance- 
ment of  learning  and  piety,  provifion  being  made 
that  the  King  iliould  be  no  loier  in  his  rents,  firft- 
fruits,  and  other  duties  *.  Farther  to  humble  and 

*  The  two  unlverfities  interceded  in  favor  of  this  body  ; 
and  Hacket,  chaplain  to  bifliop  Wiliiams,  was  permitted  to 
plead  their  canfe.     Dr.   Burgefs  was    appointed  to  anfwer 
lilacket;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  member  for  Caernarvon,  made 
a  fpeech  to  the  fame  purpofe:  he  fhevved,  *'  That  the  office 
of  deans,  as  it  was  now  exercifed,    differed  much  from  its 
original  inilitution  ;  that  they  were  only  appointed  caterers 
or  Itewards,   to  provide  food  and  raiment  for  the  monks ;  and 
this  at  a  time  when  their  garments  were  not  coltly,  nor  their 
food  dainty,  being  but  bread  and  water;  that  when,  for  the 
aulleiity  of  their  lives,  princes  did  beflow  lands  and  revenues 
on  them,  then   their   prepofitc,    the  deans,  did  partake  of 
their  honors   and  pol^eifjons }    and  being  thus  endowed,  it 
was  ordained  they  (hould  be  chofen  out  of  the   prefbytery  ; 
from  this  rife  they  afplred  to  ihe  civil  magiftracy,  lay-offices, 
and  dignities:    humility,  piety  and  induftry,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  all  thofe  magnilicent  ftrudures  wherewith  church- 
men  were  anciently   endowed  ;    pride,  ambition,  and  ava- 
rice, would  now  demoliih  them.''  Mr.  Thomas  farther  affert- 
ed,  that  the  church,  as  it  encreafed  in  pofTeinons,  decreafed 
in  virtue  ;  and  that  the  ofiice  of  deans,  as  it  was  now  exer- 
cifed, did  neither  tend  to  the  honor  of  God,  nor  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  piety,  as  it  had  been  alledged. 

Mr.  Pury,  membp^r  for  Glocefler,  produced  the  copy  of 
the  ftatutes,  grants,  and  foundation,  of  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  that  city  ;  the  fubllance  of  -which  were,  that  the  dean, 
prebendaries,  and  canons,  were  always  to  refide  in  the  houfes 
of  the  cathredrai ;  thereto  keep  a  family,  good  hofpitality, 
feed  the  poor,  dillribute  alms  to  the  needy,  and  to  be  careful 
to  preach  the  word  o'  God.  They  were  to  keep  a  common 
table  in  the  common  "hall  of  the  cathedral,  where  the  canons 
and  under-oiticers  were  appointed  to  eat  together;  the  dean 
and  chapter  were  alfo  to  give  twenty  pounds  to  the  poor, 
befides  to  their  own  almfmen,  and  twenty  pounds  towards 
the  repairing  of  bridges  and  highways ;  for  the  performance 
of  thefe  ilatutes,  the  dean,  prebendaries,  canons,  and  mi- 
ni iiers  of  rhe  fald  cathedral  were  refpedively  to  take  an 
oath,  that  they  v/ould  obferve  them  taithfally,  and  to  their 
power   procure  all  others  to  do  the  iam?,    Mr.  Pary  air.rtc'd 
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terrify  the  bifliops,  an  impeachment  againft  the  AnnoiT+t. 
fourteen  who  afiifted  at  the  late  convocation  was  p^f^J^'J"** 
carried  up  to  the  Lords*,  and  a  charge  confift- 
ing  of  twenty -five  articles,  againft  Wren  billiop 
of  Ely  f  :  he  was  voted  unfit  to  hold  or  exercife 

that  it  was  notorioufly  known  to  the  city  of  Glocefter,  and 
thereabouts,  that  not  one  of  thefe  llatutes  were  performed  by 
any  of  the  deans  or  prebendaries  of  the  faid  cathedral ;  they 
came,  indeed,  once  a-year  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  lands ;  but  did  not  diftribute  to  the  poor  and  needy  their 
portion,  negle<5led  altogether  the  mending  the  highways  and 
bridges,  did  not  keep  any  common  table  at  all,  and,  inftead 
of  preaching  the  word  of  God  thcmfelves,  had  been  the 
chief  inflrumcnts  to  hinder  others  from  doing  it.  Mr.  Pury 
farther  alferted,  that  infinite  were  the  preffures  which  many 
cities  near  unto  deans  and  chapters  had  endured  by  them  and 
their  procurement;  and  feeing  that  the  faid  deans  and  chap- 
ters were  but  truftees,  and  the  profits  of  their  lands  ill  era- 
ployed  by  them,  contrary  to  the  truft  repofed,  it  was  fit,  by 
a  legiflative  power  in  parliament,  to  take  them  away,  and 
put  them  into  the  hands  of  feofees,  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch 
religious  and  charitable  ufes  as  they  were  firft  intended  ; 
which  propofal,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  be  (b  far 
from  occafioning  a  poor  and  beggarly  clergy,  that  the  over- 
plus of  thefe  donations  would  afford  a  decent  and  plentiful 
maintenance.  ParL  Hiji,  vol.  IX.  p.  356,  i^  feq*  Colher''s. 
Ecclefiajlical  Hifi.  vol.  II.  p.  803. 

*  The  Lords  not  committing  the  biihops  on  this  general 
charge,  a  more  particular  one  was  brought  up  by  the  Com- 
mons. This  had  no  better  effeft ;  and  the  biihops  were  per- 
mitted to  be  fo  dilatory  in  their  defence,  that  in  a  quarter 
of  a  year  after  the  commencement  of  the  profecution  they 
put  in  a  plea  and  demurrer,  inftead  of  an  anfwer  to  the 
charge  of  the  Commons.  The  Commons  complained  of  the 
unneceiTary  delays,  and  particularly  of  the  Lords  admitting 
the  demurrer  without  calling  up  the  Commons  to  be  prefent 
when  the  matter  was  argued.  Nalfont  vol.  II.   p.  717,  l^  feq» 

f  One  of  the  twenty-five  articles  was,  that  the  faid  bilhop 
having  exacted  of  the  city  of  Norwich  two  fhillings  in  the 
pound  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  houfes,  though  by  the  law  of 
the  realm,  no  tithes  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents  of 
houfes,  he,  to  effeft  this,  did  obtain  of  the  King  an  order 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  that  the  perfons  refufing  to 
pay  ihould  be  heard  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  or  the  Con- 

fiilory 


12  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

Anno  1641.  any  office  or  d/gnlty  in  the  cliurch  or  com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  Lords,  at  the  defire  of  the 
Commons,  committed  him  to  the  Tower. 

A  mefiage  was  alio  delivered  by  Mr.  Pym, 
that  the  Commons  did  intend  to  proceed  in  the 
bufmefs  concerning  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury •,  therefore  defired  their  lordfhips  to  ap- 
point a  fele6l  committee  to  examine  fuch  wit- 
nelles  as  the  Com.mons  fhould  defire,  and  that 
to  be  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  members  of  the 
lower  houfe  as  that  houfe  fhould  appoint ;  that 
the  examination  might  be  kept  fecret,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  the  earl  of  Strafford  ;  and,  as  an  order 
had  palled  the  Commons  to  examine  their  own 
members,  that  the  Lords  would  provide  that 
fuch  members  of  their  own  houfe  as  fhould  be 
nominated  by  the  Commons  be  likewife  exa- 
mined :  to  this  meffao-e  the  Lords  gave  their 
alfent.     Among  thefe  a6ls  of  juflice,  the  judges 

i:npeich.  Were  not  forgotten  :  an  impeachment  was  lent 
up  agajnit  all  thofe  who  had  given  their  opinion 
for  the  crown  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  and 
who  in  many  other  indances  had,  in  the  moft 
notorious  and  profligate   manner,  betrayed   the 

RuiTiworth,  laws  to  th^  invafions  of  power*.     Pierpoint,  fon 

vol.  IV.  p.  ^  ^Q 


n.eivt  of  ihe 
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iiftory    of  the    bifliop   of  Norwich,  and    that  in   fuch  cafe 
no  prohibition  fliauld  be  granted.     Nal/onj  vol.  II.   p.  351, 

*One  of  the  articles  againfl:  Sir  Robert  Berkley,  was,  that, 
contrary  to  a  ftatute  of  the  five-and-twentieth  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  fome  ill-afFeclcd  perfons  endeavouring  to  bring 
a  charge  upon  the  fubjeds  contrary  to  law,  did  furniife  that 
the  price  of  corn  might  be  rated  according  to  the  diredlion 
of  that  ftatute  for  the  rating  of  other  kinds  of  provifion, 
and  thereupon  great  gain  might  be  raifed  to  the  King  by  li-. 
cences  and  difpenfations  for  felling  corn  at  other  prices.  On 
ihefe  fuggefrions,  a  command  from  the  King  having  beer; 
procured  to  require  the  judges  to  delii'er  their  opinion  touch- 
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to  the  earl  of  Kingfton,  was  appointed  to  enforce  Anno  164-1, 
the  charge  againft  Sir  Robert  Berkley.  Many 
of  the  evils  under  which  the  nation  had  groaned, 
he  faid  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  judges: 
their  unjull  judgments  had  been  our  records  ; 
this  kingdom  had  known  wicked  ftatefmen, 
craftily  politic,  who  hated  our  laws,  but  not 
meeting  with  judges  moulded  to  their  purpofes, 
the  realm  flourifhcd  :  of  late  others,  lefs  politic, 
meeting  with  judges  every  way  as  ill  as  they 
could  wiih  them,  then  did  the  people  faints  Mr.  - 
Pierpoint  jullly  obferved,  that  the  beft  lovers  of 
their  Laws  and  Liberty,  the  moll  honeft,  fuf- 
fer  moil  by  an  unjuil  judge  ;  they  moil  oppoie 
his  vices.  He  who  will  do  no  wrong  will  fufter 
none  which  he  can  help  ;  and  he  who  knows 
himfelf  to  be  born  free  will  do  his  utmoft  to  live 
fo,  and  leave  that  freedom  to  poflerity.  Law 
was  Liberty  ;  and  the  unlimited  power  mud  be 
in  fome  to  make  and  repeal  laws,  yet  nature 
placed  it  in  common  conlent  only.  Mr.  Pier- 
point  farther  obferved,  that  the  countryman  fol- 
lowed the  plough  with  alacrity  when  he  thought 
himfelf  afllired  of  his  right  of  property  and  free- 
dom •,  but  when  he  had  loft  that  affurance,  idle- 
nefs  was  regarded  as  wifdom,  fmce  induftry  it- 
felf  could  not  fecure  a  man  from  beo;gary.  Mr. 
Waller,  v/ho  enforced  the  charge  againft  judge 
Crawley,  obferved,  that  though  the  delinquent 
had,  by  a  fuppofed  neceffity,  declared  the  diifo- 
lution  of  law,  yet  he  had  proceeded  to  condem- 
nation and  punifhment ;  as  if  the  law  was  in  force 
for  our  deftru6]:ion,  and  not  for  our  prefervation  ; 

ingthe  Queftlon,  Sir  Robert,  in  furtherance  of  the  faid  un- 
lawful charge,  did  deliver  his  opinion  that  corn  was  fuch 
vi£lua4  as  could  be  legally  rated.  Rujh'worthi  vol.  IV.  p. 
318,  t^  Jeq, 

that 
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Auuo  iC^T,  that  it  had  power  to  kill,  but  none  to  protedl* 
On  every  county  a  {hip  was  annually  impofed^ 
and  who  would  not  have  expected  that  the  feas 
would  have  been  covered  with  our  (hips  ?  But 
the  daily  complaints  of  the  decay  of  our  navy  *, 
and  the  many  petitions  from  the  families  of  the 
captives  at  Algiers,  fhewed,  that  to  make  us 
flaves  at  home  was  not  the  way  to  keep  us  from  be- 
ing flaves  abroad -f  ;  and  that  the  judgment  in  the 
cafe  of  {hip- money  had  been  fo  far  from  reliev- 
ing the  prefent,  or  preventing  the  future  neceffi- 
ty,  that,  as  it  had  changed  our  real  property  into 
the  {liadow  of  a  property,  fo  of  a  feigned,  it  had 
made  a  real  nece{rity.  Mr  Waller  introduced 
the  {lory  of  the  Roman  citizens  refufing  to  fight 
the  babines,  whilil  they  were  commanded  by  the 
decemviri,  and  preferring  a  prefent  diminution 
of  their  honor,  rather  than  by  victory  to  confirm 
the  tyranny  of  their  new  ma{lers.  This  he  ap- 
plied to  the  late  behavior  of  the  army  again{t 
the  Scots ;  and  added,  that  not  only  the  re{l:itu- 
tjon  of  the  Eng-liih  laws,  but  the  reftoration  of 
Engliih  courage,  depended  on  the  juilice  of  the 

*  Notwithflanding  the  aflertions  which  are  to  be  found  m 
hlftory  concerning  the  proper  applicaiion  of  fhip  money,  the 
navy  was  at  this  time  in  a  very  low  condition  ;  the  provifion 
of  the  magazines  was  decayed,  and  the  arrears  of  the  naval 
officers  very  great;  a  debt  of  an  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
fand   pounds   was    incurred.     Ruj^ivorth,   voj.   IV.  p,   35^- 

Ko/fon,    vol.  ir.    p.  460. 

f  The  depredations  of  thefe  pirates  on  the  Engliih  fiib- 
jeftii  had  been  very  enormous  through  the  whole  courfe  (^f 
■  this  rtign  :  the  parliament  at  length  prevailed  on  the  King 
to  give  liberty  to  certain  adventures  to  fet  forth  ihips  at 
their  own  charge?,  without  giving  any  account  to  the  King 
or  lord-admiral  of  what  TurkiQi  prizes  they  took.  By  the 
King^s  defire,  thefe  laft  words  were  altered  to^  "  Without 
paying  any  duty  to  the  King  or  lord-admiral,"  leaving  the 
parties  free  to  difpofe  of  men,  goods,  and  Ihips,  to  their 
beft  advantage.     Rujbv.-orihi  vol.  IV*  p.  203,  ^  fiq. 

Lords* 
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Lords.  "  Your  lordlhips  have  been  often  told.  Anno  1641. 
added  he,  how  careful  your  anceilors  were,  though 
with  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  to  leave  thofe  rights 
and  liberties  as  entire  to  poilerity  as  they  received 
them  from  their  fathers  -,  what  they  did  with  la- 
bor, you  may  do  with  eafe  ;  what  they  did  with 
danger,  you  may  do  with  fecurity.'*  Mr.  Hyde 
enforced  the  charge  againft  the  three  barons  of 
the  Exchequer  :  they  had,  he  laid,  in  a  tame 
and  eafy  trance  of  flattery,  loft  and  forfeited  that 
reputation,  awe,  and  reverence,  Vvhich  the  wif- 
dom,  courage,  and  gravity  of  their  venerable 
predeceflbrs  had  contracted  and  procured  to  the 
places  they  held,  and  rendered  that  profefilon, 
which  in  all  ages  had  been  of  honorable  eiliima- 
tion,  contemptible  and  vile.  On  the  difpute  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  fubjedls,  in  regard  to 
tonnage  and  poundage,  Mr.  Hyde  obferved,  that 
the  judgment  on  the  point  was  not  fo  great  a 
crime  in  the  judges,  as  that  they  prefumed  to 
judge  at  all,  feeing  that  the  matter  was  undeter- 
mined by  parliament  *.  On  the  fubjed  of  knight- 
hood, that  there  was  in  the  judges  a  contradic- 
tion of  crimes  :  in  Malverer's  cafe  they  could  im- 
pofe  no  fine,  only  they  had  found  a  trick,  which 
they  called  the  courfe  of  the  court,  to  make  his 
majefty  a  faver.  Let  the  fubjedt  appear,  plead, 
fubmit  to  the  mercy  of  the  court,  iffues  went  on 
ftill,  as  if  he  had  done  neither,  till  he  did  fome- 
what  which  the  court  would  not  order,  nor  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of  when  it  was  done.  At 
the  fame  time  v^'hcn  the  Commons  fent  up  thefe 

*  This  is  not  flridly  true;  becaufe,  before  the  judgment 
which  Mr.  Hyde  alludes  to,  viz.  Vaflal's  cafe,  the  Com- 
mons had  llrongly  declared  againft  the  King's  exatfting  ton- 
nage and  poundage  without' aiTent  of  paTliament. 

impeach- 
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Aano  x$4i.  in-jpeachments-  againil  the  delinquent  judges  *, 
they  recommended  to  the  Lords  to  take  into 
their  confideration  the  merits  of  Sir  Randal  Crew; 
who,  for  having  given  his  opinion  againft  loan- 
money,  was  removed  from  his  office  of  lord- 
chief-jufliice  of  the  King's-Bench,  and  damaged 
in  his  fortune,  by  the  deprivation  of  the  profits 
of  that  place,  twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds. 

After  repeated    folicitations  from  the   Com- 
mons, the  King  at  length  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  difband  his  Irifli  army  -,  but  at  the  fame  time 
he  acquainted  both  houfes,  that  he  had  promifed 
to  lend  thefe  troops  to  the  kings  of  France  and 
Rufiiwortb,  Spain.    .The  Lords  acquiefced  -,    but  the  more 
r*^V7&    cautious  Commons,  juftly  fearing  that  it  was  an 
*«q-  artifice  of  the  King,  to  keep  on  foot  a  Popifh 

army,    ready  trained  and  difciplined,  which  he 

*  One  of  the  articles  againft  Sir  Humphrey  Davenport, 
chief-baron  of  the  Exchequer,  was,  that  on  the  fentence  of 
degradation  againft  Smart,  prebend  of  Durham,  a  tVial  was 
afterwards  had  concerning  the  corps  of  the  prebend.  Sir . 
Humphrey  Davenport  prefiding,  he,  contrary  to  his  oath, 
dired^d  the  jury  to  find  againft  Smart  ;  and  being  then  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Smart's  counfel,  that  though  Mr.  Smart 
Avas  dead,  or  deprived,  yet  the  profits  of  his  prebend  were 
due  to  his  executors  till  the  Michaelmas  following,  anfwer- 
ed,  that  though  he  was  not  dead,  yet  he  deferved  to  have 
been  dead  a  great  while  ago;  that  he  had  no  remedy,  fave 
by  application  to  the  King,  and  there  he  Ihould  find  but  cold 
comfort,  for  the  King  would  not  go  againft  his  own  prero- 
gative. On  Sir  Humphrey  Davenport's  not  being  charged 
with  the  judgment  on  fhip-money,  Mr.  Hyde  obferved,  that 
though  he  failed  in  making  a  conclufion  from  his  premifes^ 
yet  he  quickly  repented  that  that  mifchief  was  done  with- 
out him,  and  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  redeem  himfelf  from 
the  imputation  of  juftice,  declaring  publicly  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  that  it  was  adjudged  by  all  the  judges  of  Eng- 
Kind,  that  fhip-money  was  due  to  the  king  ;  and  thereupon 
imprifoned  a  poor  man  for  doing  that,  which,  if  fhip-mo- 
r.ey  had  been  due  to  his  majefty,  had  been  lawful  for  him  to. 
have  done.    Rujhnjoorih ^  vol.  IV.  p.  344,  ^  fe^. 

might 
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might  always  be  fure  of  having  at  command,  -^""^  ^^4^» 
abfolutely  refufed  their  afTent.    The  King  fhewed 
himfelf  determined  to  ftand  to  his  engagement ; 
but  was  prevented  from  effeding  it,    by  both   , 
houfes  publifhing  a  declaration,    that  whoever  journals  of 
Ihould  affift  in  tranfporting  the  Irifh  troops  to  any  ^^X^^°^l' 
foreign  country  Ihould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  Z85, 
theilate^. 

During  thefetranfadions,  the  Commons  came 
to  fome  very  fpirited  refolutions  concerning  ths 
liberties  of  the  fubjedl,  and  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament f .     An  order  was  likewife  paifed,  that 


*  Sir  Benjamin  Ruc3yard  ~  very  warmly  oppofed  the 
complying  with  the  King's  promife.  **  If  it  were  policy, 
he  faid,  to  breed  a  militia  at  the  charge  of  other  llates, 
that  ought  to  be  done  amongft  friends  of  the  fame  reli- 
gion ;  if  thefe  troops  were  fent  away  at  the  very  time 
when  there  was  an  ambaffador  treating  with  the  emperor 
about  the  Palatinate,  it  would  convince  the  world  that 
that  embaffy  was  but  a  fham.  He  had  been  ever  againft 
fending  the  Irilh  into  Spain  ;  befides,  it  would  be  very 
prejudicial  to  England  if  the  Spaniards  prevailed  over 
the  Portuguefe.  Spain  had  had  too  much  connivance  and 
affiftance  heretofore ;  it  had  loft  the  Palatinate  ;  he  hoped, 
now  it  was  come  to  the  parliament's  turn  to  direfl,  they 
would  not  adt  over  other  mens  faults."  In  this  fpeech 
Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard  inculcated  this  wife  maxim,  that 
the  fubje^s  of  Great  Britain  might  be  much  more  pro- 
fitably employed  in  cultivating  the  land,  than  being- 
formed  into  {landing  armies,  and  thus  rendered  ufelefs, 
if  not  dangerous,  to  the  community.  Rujhnxjorthi  vol.  IV. 
p.  381,  l^  feq, 

t  Refolved,  that  the  iffuing  out  warrants  from  the  lords 
and  others  of  the  privy-council,  compelling  Mr.  HoUe?, 
and  other  members  of  parliament,  to  appear  before  them, 
is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament  by  thofe  privy- 
counfellors. 

Refolved,  that  the  committing  Mr.  Holies,  and  the  refl# 
by  the  lords  and  others  of  the  privy-council,  during  parlia- 
ment, is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

Vol.  Ill,  C  Refolved, 
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Anno  1641.  that  all  the  Ihip-money  remaining  in  the  fheriff'S 
hands  fhould  be  repaid  •,  and,  that  the  fcourge 
of  prerogative  might  no  longer  terrify  the  judges 
from  executing  uprightly  the  duties  of  their  of- 
fice, the  parliament  infifted  that  their  patents, 
which  had  been  granted  by  Charles  durante 
bene  placito^  Ihould  be  changed  to  quamdiufe  hem 
gejferint, 

Refolved,  that  the  fearching  and  fealing  of  the  chamber, 
and  feizing  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Holies,  Mr.  Selden,  and 
Sir  John  Elliot,  being  members  of  this  houfe,  during  par- 
liament, is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  the  exhibiting  an  information  in  the  court 
of  Star-chamber  againft  Mr.  Holies,  and  the  reft,  for  mat- 
ters done  in  parliament,,  being  members  of  parliament,  is  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  there  was  a  delay  of  juftice  towards  Mr. 
Holies,  and  the  reft  who  appeared  upon  Habeas  Corpus. 

Refolved,  that  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Holies,  and  the 
teft  of  the  members  of  parliament,  3  Car.  in  prifon,  by 
the  then  judges  of  the  King's-Bench,  for  not  putting  in. 
fureties  to  good  behaviour,  was  without  juft  or  legal 
caufe. 

Refolved,  that  the  exhibiting  the  information  in  the 
K.ing's-Bench  againft  Mr.  Holies,  Sir  John  Elliot,  and  Mr. 
Valentine,  being  members  of  parliament,  was  a  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  the  judgment  given  upon  a  nihil  Meet  a- 
gainft  Mr,  Holies,  Sir  John  Elliot,  &c.  and  the  fine  there- 
upon fet,  and  their  feveral  imprifonmcnts,  were  againft  the 
law  and  privilege  of  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  Mr.  Holies,  Mr.  Strode,  Mr.  Valentine, 
Mr.  Long,  and  the  heirs  and  executors  of  Sir.  John  Elliot 
and  Sir  Miles  Hobart,  refpe<5lively,  ought  to  have  repara- 
tion for  their  refpedive  damages  and  fufFerings,  againft  the 
Lords  and  others  by  whofe  warrant  they  were  apprehended 
and  committed,  and  againft  the  counfel  who  put  their  hand* 
to  the  information  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  againft  th? 
judges  in  the  KingVBench. 

Refolved,  that  Mr.  La\¥rence  Whitacre,  a  member  of 
this  houfe,  be  fent  to  the  Tower  for  fearching  the  trunks 
of  Sir  John  Elliot,  and  for  feizing  and  carrying  av/ay  his 
papers.    Rujh^orthy  vol.  IV.  p.  347. 

The 
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The  judgment  given  in  the  Star-chamber  a-  ^^"5^^^'^^* 
gainft  the  cuy  of  London,  for  breach  of  cove-  chambeT 
hant,  comino;  before  the  lower  houfe,  it  v/as  re-  "^ffX 
folved,  that  the  court  of  Star-chamber,    whiut  cityofLon- 
it  flood  as  a  court,    had  no  power  to  examine  j°"'„'J';'*^f' 
matters  of  freehold  or  inheritance,  nor  determine  commons, 
breach  of  covenant  and  truft  ^  that  in  all  proofs  ^°^- "*  ?* 
of  the   caufe,  there  did  riot  appear  matter  fuffi- 
cient   to  convid  the   city    of   London  of  any 
crime  ;  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,    the  kn- 
tencc  was  unlawful   and  unjuft ;  that  the  King 
ought  to   pay  the  money  he  had  received  upon 
compofition  ;  that  the  citizens  of  London  ought' 
to  be  difcharged  ^of  the  judgment  *,  and  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  fame  flate  they  were  in  befoFe  the 
fentence  in  the  Scar-chamber  -f. 

Whilft  the  Commons  we^e  thus  alTerting  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  parliament,  and  eda- 
bJiiliirtg  the  privilege  of  the  fubjed,  Charles, 
who  looked  with   difdain  on  their  pretenfions, 

*  The  King's  commifiion,  proclamation,  and  the  Star- 
ehamber  proceedings,  on  the  bufinefs  of  foap-making,  were 
at  the  fame  time  cancelled  and  declared  illegal ;  that  the 
teftraining  of  the  fubje6ls,  the  examination  of  them  by  oath 
againft  thcmfelves,  were  contrary  to  law ;  and  that  the 
feveral  parties  who  were  covenanters  were  delinquents,  and 
ought  to  make  amends  to  the  commonwealth,  and  to  thofe 
individuals  who  had  been  opprefled  in  confequence  of  the 
covenant,     journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  260,  299. 

f  A  difpute  which  afofe  about  this  time  between  the 
lord-mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  London,  con- 
cerning the  eledlion  of  a  ftierifF,  was  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  Lords.  The  citizens  were  at  this  time  the  great 
creditors  of  the  nation :  the  parliament  was  now  applying 
td  them  for  the  loan  of  forty  thoufand  pounds,  towards  dif- 
banding  the  Scotch  army ;  therefore  the  Lords,  not  caring 
to  offend  either  fide^  fettled  the  eledion  of  the  fheriifs  in 
the  commonalty  for  the  enfuing  year,  with  a  falvo  for  both 
parties.    Nalfin,  vol.  XL  p.  318,  456. 

C  2  and 
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Anno  1641.  and  with  horror  on  their  power,  was  plotting  ne\r 
fchemes  to  regain  his  loft  prerogative  :  he  had 
flattered  himleif,  that  fair  words,  with  a  few 
conceflions,  and  correfting  fome  of  the  grofleft 
abnfes  of  government,  would  have  obtained 
from  the  Commons  a  fupply  ample  enough  to 
have  revenged  himfelf  on  his  Scotch  fubjedts. 
On  thefe  hopes  he  called  a  parliament  ^  whilft 
himfelf  and  his  creatures  endeavored  to  fo- 
ment thofe  feuds  which  had  ever  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  On  the  meeting  of 
this  affembly,  he  found,  from  the  ftrong  co- 
alition of  the  Scotch  army  with  the  prevailing 
party  in  parliament,  that  his  invafions  on  the  li- 
berties of  both  people  had  given  rife  to  an  union 
v/hich  baffled  all  his  attempts  to  revive  ancient 
jealoufies  ;  and  that  the  Scots  were  to  ferve 
as  auxiliaries  to  that  fadlion  in  England  who 
had  moft  powerfully  oppofed  his  arbitrary  preten- 
fions.  If  the  oppofition  of  that  northern  king- 
dom had  roufed  and  inflamed  his  monarchical 
pride,  hov/  much  more  ftrongly  was  his  refent- 
ment  excited  at  the  progrefs  of  the  reformation 
which  was  daily  making  in  Englifti  politics. 
Were  the  utmoft  pretenfions  of  the  Scots  car- 
ried into  execution,  thofe  immunities,  yielded 
from  neceffity,  might,  on  the  firft  favorable 
opportunity,  be  eafily  regained,  whilft  the  power 
of  the  crown  continued  unfhaken  in  the  reft  of 
the  Britifti  dominions.  But  when  England, 
that  ancient  feat  of  monarchical  pomp,  who 
had  long  bowed  her  neck  to  the  yoke  of  tyranny, 
when  ftie  affumed  a  popular  government,  afterted 
her  native  rights,  and  threw  off  the  galling 
chains  of  regal  and  ecclefiaftical  power,  tvhat 
could  ftop  the  progrefs  of  Liberty,  and  in  what 
part  of  the  Britifh  empire  could  defpotifm  hope 

to 
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to  reaffume  its  claims  ?  On  this  view  of  the  ftate  Anno  1641. 
of  affairs,  Charles  adopted  new  meafures  ;  he 
found  that  the  Scotch  commiffioncrs  had  ob- 
tained all  their  demands  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment, that  they  had  been  wooed  by  this  aiTem- 
bly,  with  the  utmoft  extent  of  liberality,  to 
keep  honeflly  to  the  promifes  and  declarations 
they  had  made  of  affifting  England  in  perfed:- 
ing  the  fame  reformation  in  its  government,  as 
they  pretended  to  eftabliili  in  their  own  coun- 
try. To  deftroy,  therefore,  a  harmony  which 
had  hitherto  compaffed  fuch  notable  atchieve- 
ments,  and,  if  poflible,  bring  over  the  Scots  to 
the  royal  intereft,  was  at  prefent  the  fole  view 
of  the  Kins;.  He  ftifled  the  -refentment  he  had 
hitherto  fhewn,  and  flrove,  if  poffible,  to  outvie 
the  parliament  in  courcefy  towards  the  Scots.  His  Conceffions 

■*•     r  11  •  1-1111  to  the  Scots. 

party  torwarded.  every  motion  which  had  been 
made  in  their  favor.  It  was  already  voted,  that 
before  tliey  left  the  kingdom,  they  ihould  be 
paid  the  arrears  of  the  monthly  allowance,  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  agreed  to  be  given 
them  for  their  brotherly  affillance,  and  to  receive  . 
parliamentary  fecurity  for  the  refidue  to  be  paid 
in  two  years  *.  The  Scotch  commiffioncrs  had 
fent  in  a  propofition,  that  they  defired,  as  a  fpecial 
means  for  the  preferving  peace  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  a  perfed  unity  in  religion,  and  uni- 
formity of  church-government.  The  Commons, 
far  from  expreffing  any  difpleafure  at  this  in- 
termeddlina:,  returned  this  civil  anfwer,  ''  That 

*  This  profufion  of  favor  excited  jealoufy.  The  earl 
of  Briftol  could  not  help  faying,  in  a  conference  con- 
cerning the  treaty,  that  the  Scotch  invafion  had  already 
coil  the  nation  eleven  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Rujh'worth^ 
-vol.  IV.  p.  360. 

C  3  they 
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Aano  1641.  they  did  approve  of  the  affedion  of  their  brcr 
thren  in  their  defires  of  uniformity  in  religion, 
and  did  give  them  thanks  for  it  :  and  as  they 
had  already  taken  into  confideration  the  re- 
formation of  church-government,  fo  they  would 
proceed  therein  as  fhould  beft  conduce  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  peace  of  the  church/* 
The  Scots  were  fo  intent  on  this  point,  that 
they  m.ade  it  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  ;  and  Charles,  even  on  this  tender  fub- 
je6c,  did  not  deviate  from  the  complaifance  of 
the  parliament  *.  Every  thing  which  the  Scots 
demaanded  for  the  fecurity  of  their  civil  rights 
was  granted  them  f .  In  the  point  of  punifhing 
offenders,     Charles    agreed,     that    proceedings 


*  Charles  aiTented  to  the  mortifying  condition,  that  the 
Scots  Ihould  be  declared  good  fubjefts,  and  their  invaiioa 
approved  of  as  a  laudable  enterprize.  This  condition,  by 
St,  vote  of  parliament,  was  ordered  to  be  read  in  all  churches, 
upon  the  day  of  thankfgivirig  appointed  for  the  national 
pacification.  Bilhop  Williams,  whofe  condud  fmce  the 
meeting  of  this  parliament  had  already  given  great  dif- 
tafte  to  the  Commons,  very  officioufly  compiled  a  fet  office 
for  the  fervice  of  the  day  of  thankfgiving ;  a  declaration 
palTed  the  lower  houfe,  that  Williams  had  no  power  fo 
fet  forth  any  prayer,  and  therefore  the  houfe  did  order, 
that  that  prayer  fhould  not  be  read  in  the  liberties  of  Weft- 
minfter,  or  elfewhere,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration. Na//on,  vol,  II.  p.  476,  U/e^»  Journals  of  Com' 
mcnsy  vol.  11.  p.  274. 

t  One  of  the  articles  which  the  Scots  demanded  was, 
that  an  a£l  fhould  be  paifed  in  the  parliaments  of  England 
and  Ireland,  that  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland 
fhould  not  denounce  or  make  war  againfl:  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  without  confent  of  the  parliament  of  England; 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  palling  an  adl  there,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  Ihould  not  denounce  or  make  war 
againft  the  kingdoms  cf  England  and  Ireland,  without  con- 
fent of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  no  fhips 
fhould  moleft  the  trade  of  either  kingdom  without  con- 
fent of  parliament,  declaring  a  breach  of  peace  \   the  ftates 
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Hiould  go  on  agalnft  them  in  Scotland,  and  that  A""°  '^4t« 
they  fhould  be  no  more  employed  in  Scotch  af- 
fairs ■^. 

With  this  management  the  arts  of  corruption 
were  not  omitted  :  they  had  proved  very  fuccefs- 

6f  the  country  to  punifti  the  offenders  of  this  a<Elj  which,  if 
they  negledled  to  do,  the  negled  was  to  be  counted  a  breach 
of  the  peace  of  the  whole  kingdom  :  if  any  of  the  fabjefts 
of  any  of  the  kingdoms  fhould  rife  in  arms  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  that  then  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  any 
of  the  fubjedls  to  convene  to  fupprefs  fuchevil-aifefted  perfons : 
and  if  either  parliament  fhould  denounce  war,  they  fhould  give 
three  months  notice :  and  that  an  a£t  fhould  be  made  in  the 
parliament  of  England  for  ratifying  the  treaty,  which  is  alfo  to 
be  ratified  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  :  and  that  this  treaty, 
and  whole  proceedings  thereof,  may  be  likewife  ratified  in 
the  parliament  of  Scotland,  and  a  firm  peace  eftablifhed  ;  it 
is  defired  that  his  majefly  may  be  now  pleafed  to  declare, 
that  the  enfuing  parliament  of  Scotland  may  have  full  and 
free  power,  as  the  nature  of  a  free  parliament  of  that  king-  ' 

dom  doth  of  itfelf  import,  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  treaty 
and  whole  articles  thereof;  and  to  receive  account  of  all 
commiflions  granted  by  them,  examine  their  proceedings, 
and  grant  exonerations  thereupon  ;  and  to  treat  deliberately, 
conclude,  and  enaft,  whatfoever  fhall  be  found  conducible 
to  the  good  and  peace  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  that  his  ma- 
jefty's  commifTioners  fhall  be  authorifed  with  full  power  to 
approve  whatfoever  a6ls  and  flatutes,  which  fhall  be  ac- 
corded unto  by  the  eftates  on  that  behalf,  and  fhall  fit  and 
continue  without  interruption  or  prorogation  whilil  all  things 
neceffary  for  that  efFeft  be  determined,  enabled,  and  brought 
to  a  final  conclufion,  The  adl  of  oblivion  not  onlyjufli- 
fied  whatever  had  been  done  in  oppofition  to  Charles's  go- 
vernment, but  excepted  from  pardon  all  thofe  who,  by  his 
commiflion,  had  adted  in  oppofition  to  the  intended  reform- 
ation,    Rufworth,  vol.  IV.  p.  372. 

*  The  Scotch  prelates,  the  earl  of  Traquaire,  Sir  Robert 
Spotfwood,  Sir  John  Hay,  and  Bakanqual,  who  had  drawn 
up  Charles's  declaration  againft  the  Scots,  were  the  perfons 
excepted  out  of  the  aft  of  oblivion.  To  fave  Charles  the 
pangs  of  delivering  up  men  who  had  done  evil  through  his 
inftigation,  various  expedients  were  propofed  and  rejefted  : 
at  length  it  was  determined,  that  though  they  fhould  be 
judged  by  the  parliament,  yet  the  cenfure  fhould  be  remit- 
ted to  the  King. 

C  4  ful. 
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Anno  164T.  fui^   fjnce  the  death  of  the  offender  Strafford 

had  diffolved  that  union  general  hatred  to  his 

^  perfon  and  rage  for  juilice  had  occafioned.    The 

force  of  flattery  and  promifes  daily  gained  pro- 

felytes  to  the  monarchical  fa6lion  in  parliament. 

Burnet's      'pj^^  ^^j.|  ^£  Rothcs,  who  was  one  of  the  chief 

H.ft.  vol.1.  /'     1 

p.  30.  coniiclants  or  the  covenanters,  was  won  over  to 
the  King's  interefl  with  the  promife  of  being 
made  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber,  and  mar- 
rying a  rich  Englifh  heirefs,  the  countefs  of  De- 
vonfliire  *.  The  Scotch  commiflioners  were  not 
inexorable  :  the  complaifance  of  the  Englifh 
parliament  had  filled  them  with  fuch  high  no- 
tions of  importance,  that  they  perfuaded  the 
King,  that  their  intereil,  with  his  perfonal  pre- 
fcnce  in  the  Scotch  parliament,  and  a  total  com-^ 
pliance  in  matters  of  religion,  would  procure 
him  a  party  flrong  enough  to  over-awe  his  op- 
pofers.  Whilil  the  treaty  was  concluding  in 
England,  the  divifions  in  Scotland  had  run  high  : 
Memoirs  6f  thc  pow^r  sod  influcncc  of  Argyll  had  occafi- 
!^^^Jf?|'^^^*'^oned  fuch  jealoufy.  that  Montroie,  who  mortally 
p.. 184.  '  hated  this  nobleman,  was  enabled  to  form  a  con- 
fiderable  ailociation  for  the  King.  This  afTocia- 
tion  was  difcovered  by  the  covenanters,  and  fome 
of  his  friends  were  fent  to  prifon  •,  Montrofe 
accufed  Argyll  and  his  followers  with  an  intent 
to  depofe  the  King ;  and  prevailed  with  one 
Stewart  to  give  under  his  hand,  that  he  had 
heard  Argyll  make  fuch  a  propofal.  Stewart 
was  committed   to  prifon  :  he  retraded  his  evi- 

*  It  was  net  from  any  flruggling  principle  of  honefly, 
that  he  was  not  gained  before.  Burnet  tells  us,  that  Spotf- 
wood  had  once  made  a  bargain  between  him  and  the  King 
before  the  commotions  ;  but  that  the  affair  vvas  broke  off 
by  the  cabals  of  the  earl  of  Traquaire,  who  could  not  en- 
dure tbat  Rothes  fhould  be  raifed  above  him.  Burnetts  Hiji^ 
0/ His  0<wn  Times i   vol.  I.  p.  28. 

dence. 
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dence,  as  extorted  from*  him  by  Montrofe-,  and^""°^^'^» 
a  profecution  was  ict  on  foot  againft  this  incendi- 
ary, who  imagined  himfelf  to  be  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  that  he  fent  flattering  aflurances  to  the 
King,  that  when  he  was  fupported  by  his  prelence, 
he  Ihould  be  able  to  retrieve  his  affairs  with  ahigh 
hand.  Thus  encouraged,  Charles  determined  on 
a  journey  to  Scotland  ;  not  without  hopes  that, 
in  his  progrefs  through  the  North,  he  might  find 
means  to  gain  the  Englilh  army. 

To  prevent  any  iealoufies  v^rhich   mio;ht  arife,  Etr.bafiy 

■1-1111  r  •  II  ^^^  mani- 

and  to  cajole  both  houfes  mto  good  humor,  at  kno  in  /a- 
the  fame  time  when  he  informed  them  of  hrs  in-  pZ^'inlis 
tended  vifit  to  Scotland,   he  aiked  their  advice  family. 
and  afTiftance  concerning  an  embalfy  and  mani-  vot^ivrp.* 
fefto*,  in  favor  of  his  filler's  di (Ire (Ted  family,  s^i  &  re<i, 

*  The  manifefto  acknowledged,  that  both  Charles  and  his 
father  had  been  grofly  deluded  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid  ;  that  their  pious  inclination  and  regard  for  peace 
had  induced  them  to  omit  divers  occalions  whereby  they 
might  have  prevented  the  violences  and  oppreffions  ufed  to 
the  Palatinate  family  ;  that  they  had  not  only  been  drawn  to 
forbear  to  engage  in  fo  juft  a  caufe,  but  had  procured  the 
difbanding  the  forces  of  count  Mansfeldt,  and  had  caufed 
the  furrender  of  fome  places  of  flrength  into  the  hands  of 
the  late  infanta  of  Spain.  Charles  addreiTed  his  parliament 
in  a  very  different  ftyle  from  what  he  had  hitherto  ufed  ;  "  I 
take  an  occafion,  faid  he,  to  prefent  that  to  both  houfes 
whereby  I  hope  all  the  world  fhall  fee  there  is  a  good  under-* 
ftanding  between  me  and  my  people  :  It  is  concerning  my 
nephew,  the  eleflor-palatine;  who  having  defired  me  and 
the  king  of  Denmark  to  give  confent  to  a  writing  concerning 
the  diet  at  Ratifbon  with  the  emperor,  I  could  not  bat  fend 
my  ambaffador  to  aflift  him,  though  1  am  afraid  1  (hall  not 
have  fo  good  an  anfwer  as  1  expeft  ;  which  my  nephew  fore- 
feeing,  hath  defired  me,  for  the  better  countenancing  of  the 
fame,  to  make  a  manifeft  in  my  name ;  which  is  a  thing  of 
great  confequence,  and  if  I  (hould  do  it  alone,  without  the 
advice  of  my  parliament,  it  would  rather  be  a  fcorn  than 
otherv/ife :  therefore  I  do  propofe  it  unto  you;  if  you  will 
advife  me  to  it,  I  do  think  it  were  fit  to  be  publiihed  in  my 

name." 
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Anna  1641.  which  hc  propofed  to  fend  to  a  diet  to  be  held  at 
Katifbon.  Many  members  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons fhewed  their  zeal  in  this  buHnefs.  Sir  Simon 
d'Ewes  accufed  the  Jefuits  of  having  been  the 
occafion  of  that  bloody  war  which  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  years  had  ravaged  Germany :  he  traced 
the  troubles  of  the  empire  from  the  competition 
to  the  dukedoms  of  Cieves  and  Juliets  to  the 
prefent  time  ;  related  the  politics  of  the  court  of 
England,  including  the  Spanifli  treaty,  and  archly 
enough  faid,  that  he  hoped  the  parliament  would 
verify  that  excellent  and  heroic  expreffion  of 
prince  Charles,  "  Look  for  neither  marriage  nor 
friendfhip,  without  the  reftitution  of  the  Palati- 
nate*." Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  a  great  partizan 
of  the  Palatine  family,  earneflly  exhorted  the 
houfe  to  give  weight  to  the  King's  manifeflo,  by 
publicly  declaring  an  approbation  of  the  fame. 
The  followino;  refolution  was  the  iflue  of  this 
deb'ate  :  That  the  Commons  did  approve  of  his 
majefty's  pious  intention  in  behalf  of  the  Palatine 
family  •,  and  if  the  prefent  treaty  fhould  not  fuc- 
ceed,  they  would  be  ready  to  give  him  fuch  ad- 
vice and  afTiftance  as  fhould  ftand  with  his  honor, 
and  the  intereft  and  affection  of  the  kingdom," 
The  Lords  concurred  with  the  Commons  in  this 
refolution,  and  both  houfes  defired  the  King  to 
recommend  the  manifefto  to  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,  that  the  concurrence  of  that  kingdom 
might  be  likewife  obtained  -f. 

■  name."  Sir  Thomis  Roe,  a  flaunch  friend  of  the  Palatine 
family,  was  entruited  with  this  embafly.  Rujhnjuorthi  \o\A'V » 
p.  308. 

*  Charles  had  lived  in  a  perfe£l  friendfhip  with  the  court 
of  Spain  for  fome  time. 

t  Mr.  Hampden  informed  the  Commons,  that  the  earl  of 
Efl'ex  had  received  letters  from  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  wherein 
|he  gave  humble  thanks  to  the  parliament  for  their  regard 
and  confideration  of  her.     Pari  Hijf.  vol,  IX.  p.  461. 

The 
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The  benefits  which  the  Englifh  parliament,  ^^^^  ^^4^' 
^nd  particularly  the  lower  houfe,  had  conferred 
on  the  Scots,  were  of  a  nature  which  exaded  a 
return  of  the  utmoft  gratitude  :  on  this  prefump- 
tion,  the  commons  placed  fuch  a  confidence  in 
this  people,  that,  dreading  no  treachery  from 
their  quarter,  they  were  not  at  firfl  difgufted  at 
the  King's  intention  to  pay  them  a  vifit ;  but 
fome  papers,  written  in  a  cypher  from  Montrofe 
and  his  party  in  Scotland,  having  been  difcover- 
ed  and  produced,  the  Commons  took  the  alarm, 
and,  by  the  following  refolutions,  feemed  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  King  had  fome  defign  of  put- 
ting himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Scotch  forces,  and 
that  he  hoped  for  the  concurrence  of  the  EngliHi 
army :  "  Refolved,  that  both  houfes  be  humble 
fuitors  to  his  majefty,  that  the  armies  may  be 
difbanded  before  the  King's  going.into  the  North ; 
that  every  part  of  the  kingdom  be  put  into  a 
poiture  of  defence  againft  all  oppofition  whatfo- 
ever;  that  all  counties,  efpecially  the  northern, 
be  well  flored  with  ammunition  and  arms,  and 
that  the  trained  bands  be  exercifed ;  that  an  efpe- 
cial  eye  be  had  over  all  counties  where  the  Pa- 
pifts  are  moft  refident,  and  that  all  public  bills 
for  the  peoples'  fafety  be  expedited  whilft  the 
King  is  among  us ;  that  fome  courfe  may  be  ta- 
ken for  the  taking  off  all  afperfions  which  have 
been  raifed  concerning  the  parliament ;  fome  care 
to  be  taken  for  her  majefly's  fafety,  and  the  fafety 
of  the  King's  children;  and  that  fome  perfon  of 
credit,  quality,  and  truft,  may  be  thought  of, 
to  be  always  near  the  queen,  in  the  time  of  the 
King's  abfence."  A  committee  was  immediately 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  heads  of  a  conference 
with  the  Lords.  Mr.  Pym,  chairman  of  the  com- 
rnittee,    managed  the  conference.     Ten  propofi- 

tion? 
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Anno  1641.  tions  wcrc  offered :  the  firft  concerned  the  fpeedf 
dilbanding  of  the  armies :  the  fecond  infilled  on 
the  King's  putting  off  his  journey  till  this  was 
effeded,  and  the  bufinefs  of  importance  depend- 
ing in  parliament  difpatched:    the  third,    that 
the  King  fhould  remove  from  his  councils  thofe 
who  had  ihewn  themfelves  malevolent  againft  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  fill  up  their  offices 
with  fuch  as  the  parliament  could  confide  in : 
the  fourth,  that  the  queen  fhould  take  fuch  per- 
fons  into  her  confidence  \  that  Jefuits  and  priefts 
fhould  be  reflrained  from  coming  to  court ;  and 
the  college  of  capuchins  at  Somerfet  Houfe  dif- 
folved  :  the  fifrh,  that  the  King's  children  might 
be  put  under  the  tuition   of  perfons  of  public 
truft,  and  well  affected    in  religion:    the  fixth, 
that  any  perfon  who  fhould  come  into  the  king- 
dom with  inftrudlions  from  the  pope,  fhould  be 
declared   guilty    of  high-treafon :    the  feventh, 
that  the  mihtia  fhould  be  put  in  a  good  poflure 
and  made  fit  for  fervice,  that  its  officers  fhould 
be  approved  by  parliament,  and  that  an  efpecial 
oath,  authorifed  by  law,  and  fuch  as  might  fecure 
t\\Q  public  in  this  time  of  danger,  might  be  im- 
pofed  on  them  ;  that  the  hv^  ports,  and  all  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  might  be  put  into  good 
hands,  and  efpecial  care  taken  for  their  repara- 
tion and  provifion  ;  that  the  lord-admiral  fhould 
inform  the  parliament  in  what  flate  the  navy  was, 
and  that  it  fhould  be  provided  for  out  of  tonnage 
and  poundage   for  the  fecurity  and  peace  of  the 
kingdom:    the  eighth,    that  a  general  pardon 
Jhould  be  drawn  up :    the  ninth,  that  a  flanding 
committee  fhould  be  appointed  by  both  houfes  to 
confer  together  on  particular  cafes :  the  tenth, 
that  the  King  would  be  fparing  in  fending  for 
Papiils  to  court,  that  the  laws  might  be  put  in 

execution 
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execution  againft  thofe  who  came  unfent  for,  amo  1641. 
that  recufant  ladies  fhould  be  removed  from 
court,  that  the  perfons  of  adlive  Papifts  fhould 
be  reftrained,  and  no  penfions  allowed  to  fuch 
recufants  as  were  held  dangerous.  The  Lords 
agreed  with  the  Commons  on  the  main  of  thefe 
articles,  but  objedled  to  that  which  related  to  thQ 
queen,  on  the  pretence  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
King's  marriage  articles*.  The  Commons  not 
only  defended  their  ten  propofiticns,  but  in  a 
few  days  fent  up  five  additional  ones,  concerning 
the  preventing  Papifls  being  harbored  in  the 
houfes  of  foreign  ambalTadors ;  the  difmiiTmg 
them  from  all  places  of  trufl;  that  the  arms  which 
had  been  taken  from  the  feveral  counties  fnould 
be  reflored  -f  ;  and  that  the  houfe  of  Commons 
Ihould  have  fuch  gunpowder  out  of  his  majefly's 
ftore  as  might  be  fpared,  paying  after  the  rate 
of  ten-pence  per  pound;  and  that,  if  his  majefiy 
could  fpare  any  arms  out  of  his  flores,  they  would 
purchafe  them.  The  King  afTented  to  the  five 
additional  propofitions,  without  giving  a  fatis- 
faftory  anfv^^er  to  many  of  the  others ;  but  the 
Lords,  who  had  now  perfeftlv  agreed  with  the 
Commons,  appointed  a  (landing  committee  to 
meet  with  a  committee  of  the  lower  houfe^  to 
confer  about   fuch   courfes  as  fhould  be   molt 

*  The  King's  marriage  articles  were  neither  approved  or 
affented  to  by  parliament  ;  and  confequently  they  had  a 
right  to  infift  on  their  not  being  executed,  if  found  danger- 
ous, or  otherwife  oirenlive.  AH  private  refpetfts  ought  to 
give  way  to  public  good.  The  Commons,  in  a  conference 
with  the  Lords  on  this  fubjed,  declared  there  were  Tome 
things  in  them  contrary  to  law. 

f  The  King,  intending  to  make  a  magazine  of  military 
llores  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  had  in  feveral  counties  ta- 
ken from  the  trained  bands  their  arms,  and  fent  them  into 
Scotland.     Rapin,  vol,  11.  p.  230. 

elFedual 
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Anno  1641.  effectual  for  the  reducing  all  the  propofitions  td 

efFed  for  the  public  good. 

a^gTnftllT      Rofletti,  the  pope's  nuncio,  and  father  Philips, 

pope's  nun-  the  qucctt's  confelTor,  having  been  mentioned  as 

other papiftf.  ^^o  of  the  moft  noxious  agents  about  the  court. 

Journals  of  it  was  refolvcd  that  they  ihould  be  fent  for  to  at- 

voTiTp?  tend  the  committee  for  the  propofitions.  Rofietti 

i85,&feq.  fled  the  kingdom  ;  but  father  Philips  had  the  im- 

voi.iv?'^ '  prudence  to  tell  the  meflenger,    that  the  queeri 

p-  300.       had  ordered  him  not  to  obey  the  fummons  till  Vne 

had  fpoken  with  the  King,    and  that  he  would 

follow  her  dircdbions  before  the  commands  of  the 

houfe  of  Commons.     When  the  Commons  were 

informed  of  this  infolence,  they  fent  a  warrant  to 

bring  Philips  before  them  as  a  delinquent.  Philips 

for  fome  time  fhekered  himfelf  at  Whitehall  ^ 

but  on  a  complaint  of  the  Comm.ons,    that  the 

King's  houfe  was  made  a  fan6luary  for  criminals, 

he  made  a  voluntary  appearance,  v/here,  on  his 

knees,  he  attempted  to  excufe  his  abfurd  oppofi- 

tion.     After  remaining    fome  time  in  cullody^ 

he  was  fent  to  the  Tower,  and  twelve  articles  of 

a  feditious  and  criminal  conduft  were  drawn  up 

againll  him.     It  was  referred  to  the  committee 

for  the  Popifli  hierarchy  to  enquire  what  penfions 

were  allowed  to  Philips  and  others  for  the  fedu- 

cing   to  Popery  the  children  of  Proteftants,  and 

what  penfions  wercallowed  to  feminaries  beyond 

the  feas,  and  to  prielis  within  the  kingdom. 

The  Commons  were  kept  in  perpetual  alarm 
that  dangerous  defigns  were  carrying  on  againft 
the  infant  (late  of  Liberty.  The  King  continued 
refolute  not  to  pollpone  his  journey  to  Scotland 
till  the  armies  fhould  be  difbanded ;  and  what 
rendered  this  inflexibility  more  fufpicious,  he 
prevailed  with  the  Scotch  commifiioners  to  pre- 
fent  a  paper  to  the  Commons,  giving  fome  un- 

fatisfadtory 
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iatisfadlary  reafons  why  their  defires  could  not  Anno  1641. 
be  complied  with.  On  the  intelligence  that  fome  ceed;ng7'°" 
French  forces  were  marching  towards  Picardy,  againftde- 
and  that  the  queen  intended  to  leave  the  kingdom  t'he^army  °" 
under  the  pretence  of  want  of  health,  they  en-  p^ot. 
tered  into  new  enquiries  on  the  army  plot :  com- 
miflary  Wilmot,  colonel  Afhburnham,  and  colo- 
nel Pollard,  were  committed  to  prifon,  and  their 
pay  as  officers  flopped  *.     All  foreign  letters, 
both  outward  and  inward,    were  ordered  to  be 
opened  ;  and  the  King  was  addrelTed  by  both  hou- 
fes  againit  the  queen's  intended  journey  f.    This 

*  Mr.  Seldenfpoke  in  favor  of  thefe  delinquents,  and  urged, 
that  they  were  not  only  acquitted,  but  pardoned,  by  the  a(5l 
of  pacification.  To  this  the  houfe  objeded,  faying,  that  that 
a£l  was  not  to  be  {o  interpreted,  for,  if  it  was,  the  arch* 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  notori®us  oiFenders  could 
not  be  proceeded  againft.  Although  Clarendon  accufes  the 
Commons  of  being  in  this  cafe  guilty  of  a  fubterfuge,  to  pre- 
vent the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  offenders  efcap- 
ing  with  impunity,  yet  in  this  point  they  were  very  confift- 
cnt,  having  all  along  declared,  with  the  Scots,  that  the  great 
delinquents  fhould  be  held  excluded  out  of  any  a.^  of  oblivion, 
or  general  pardon.  The  parliament  affented  to  the  provifo  in 
the  &d:  of  pacification,  put  in  by  the  Scotch  commiflioners, 
viz.  That  no  benefit  in  the  aft  Ihould  extend  to  the  Scotch 
prelates,  or  others  purfued  as  incendiaries  between  the  twop 
kingdoms,  and  between  the  King  and  his  people,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  fhould  be  reciprocal  between  both  nations ;  and 
the  Engliili  commiifioners  for  the  treaty  did  aver,  that  they 
never  did  intend  the  ad  of  pacification  ihould  extend  farther  i 

than  to  things  pail  between  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland  in  matters  of  hoftility,  and  things  thereunto  be- 
longing.     Nal/en,   vol.  II.  p.  625.    Pari.  Hiji.    vol.  IX.  p. 

378. 

t  The  addrefs  fet  forth,  that  there  was  caufe  to  doubt  that 
the  Papifts  had  fome  delign  in  her  majefty's  journey,  for 
they  had  fold  their  lands,  and  been  very  diligent  in  gather- 
ing together  fums  of  money ;  many  of  the  better  fort  were 
gone  beyond  fea ;  and  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  received 
information  of  great  quantities  of  treafure  in  jewels,  plate, 
and  ready  money,  packed  up  to  be  conveyed  away  with  the 
queen :  and  becaufe  they  underftood,  by  her  majefty's  phy- 

ficiaoy 
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Anno  1641.  interpofition  gave  fome  interruption  to  the  queen's 
fchemes:    fhe  found  it  necelTary  to  comply  with 
the  requeft  of  parliament ;  and  the  Commons,  in 
return  for  what  they  civilly  termed  an  obligation, 
voted   her   the  thanks  of  both  houfes,    and  in- 
ftantly  went  upon  a  bill  for  fettling  her  jointure. 
The  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  continued  in  a 
ticklifh  poflure.     The  King  was  peremptory  in 
his  refolution   to  vifit  Scotland.     Neither  army 
v/as  difbanded.     Many  members  of  both  houfes, 
either  from  levity,  corruption,  or  rooted  preju- 
dices, grew  cool  to  the  popular  intereft ;  and  the 
condudl  of  the  Scotch  commiffioners  was  refrac^ 
tory  and  fufpicious.     Thele  difficulties  did  not 
prevent  the  oppofers  of  the  court  from  proceed- 
ing with  firmnefs  and  vigor.     They  yet  main- 
tained a  confiderable  majority  in  the  lower  houfe, 
and  they  exerted  their  powder  with   great  fpirit 
againil  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  royal  faflion. 
The  lord  Digby,  who,  fince  his  difaffe6lion,  had 
oppofed  all  their  meafures  with  a  daring  boid- 
nefs,  fell  under  the  lafh  of  their  fevereft  cenfure. 
Vain  of  his  abilities  as  a  fpeaker,  he  had  publifhed 
his  fpeech  againil  the  bill  of  attainder,  after  that 
bill  had  paiTed  both  houfes,  and  after  he  had  been 
queflioned  for  the  freedom   he  had  ufed  in  the 
fame  fpeech.     The  Commons  looked  upon  this 
as  a  high  contempt  of  their  authority,  and  the 
King  having   rewarded  Digby's   apoftacy    with 
calling  him  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  Commons,, 
to  fignify  their  refentment,  ordered  his  fpeech  to 

fician,  that  the  chief  caufe  of  her  ficknefs  proceeded  from 
difcontent  of  mind,  they  thought  good  to  declare,  that  if  any 
thing  within  the  power  of  parliamenc  could  give  her  content, 
they  would  be  ready  to  farther  her  fatisfadion  in  all  things, 
fo  far  as  might  Hand  with  that  p\ih\ic-—[£oo^)  to  which  they 
'  were  obliged.     Pari,  Hijl,  vol.  IX.  p.  449,  ^y^f. 

be 
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be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman,  and  pafTed  ^^^^  ^^^^' 
a  refolution,  that  the  Lords  fhould  be  moved  to 
join  in  a  petition  to  the  King,  that  he  would  for- 
bear to  confer  any  honor  and  employment  on  a 
perfon  who  had  deferved  fo  ill  of  the  parliament. 
The  Commons  were  now  in  the  utmofl:  perplex- 
ity: they  found  innumerable  difficulties  in  dif- 
banding  the  army,  on  account  of  the  flow  com- 
ing-in of  the  poll-money*  ;    and  the  Scots  figni- 

*  For  the  fpeedy  railing  of  fo  large  a  fum  as  was  neceflarjf 
to  the  dilbanding  the  arm)'',  an  order  pafied  both  houfes  for* 
the  bringing  in  and  melting  plate.  Among  the  refolutions 
which  paffed  in  the  bufinefs  of  railing  money,  the  following 
one  cut  up  the  evil  of  arbitrary  impofitions  by  the  roots* 
Refolved,  that  the  eftates  of  all  fuch  perfons^  living  or  dead* 
as  have,  by  color  of  any  patent,  received  from  the  fubje(S, 
under  pretence  of  cuftom,  over  and  above  that  three-pence 
Sn  the  pound  anciently  due  unto  the  King  by  lav/,  or  have  been 
fharers  with  the  patentees,  ought  to  be  made  liable  to  refti- 
tution  for  fomuch  as  appears,  by  their  accounts  and  confef- 
libns,  to  be  clearly  gained  by  them.— This  refolution,  which 
exacted  a  juft  retribution  of  public  property,  has  been  cen= 
fiired  by  a  very  judicious  hiilorian,  as  a  ftretch  of  arbitrary 
power  not  founded  in  equity,  becaufe  the  right  of  impoiing 
had  been  adjudged  to  the  King  by  the  courts  of  Wefliiiinfler^ 
halK  The  profligate  dependance  of  thofe  courts  were  in  this 
reign  very  notorious ;  and  in  cafes  of  private  property,  the 
man  who  wilfully  or  ignoranrly  purchafes  a  falfe  title,  fub- 
jedts  himfelf  and  his  heirs  to  the  hardfhip  of  refunding  when- 
ever the  right  owner  can  make  good  his  claim.  The  parlia- 
ment had  always  controverted  the  preteniions  of  the  crown  in. 
this  point;  and  it  has  been  already  obferved,  that  theKingj, 
by  the  conftitution,  is  fo  far  a  minor  as  not  to  be  account-^ 
able  for  committing  oj^ences  again  ft  the  laws.  This  being  the 
cafe,  there  can  be  no  other  means  for  fecuring  the  fubjeifts 
from  the  encroachments  of  power,  but  by  rendering  all  its 
infiTuments  liable  to  fevere  cenfures.  An  honeft  man,  who  is 
fond  of  Liberty,  will  take  care  to  inforrti  himfelf  of  every 
conllitutional  point  v/hich  relates  to  the  privilege  of  the  fub- 
je6l.  Ignorance  itfelf  is  not,  in  a  cafe  of  fo  high  an  import- 
ance, a  fufficient  excufe  ;  becaufe  tha't  very  ignorance  is  in 
fome  degree  criminal,  fince  it  may  be  avoided,  and  renders 
men  liable  to.  become  tools  to  the  higher  inftruments  of  op- 

Vol.  IIL  3j  preSon, 
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Aano  i64<i.  £e^  a  determination  not  to  depart  the  kingdom 
till  the  arrears  of  the  monthly  allowance  were 
paid,  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  bounty 
money  ^. 

On  Auguft  the  leventh,  the  Commons  fent  to 
defire  the  Lords  to  concur  with  them  in  petition- 
ing the  King  to  put  off  his  journey,  urging  that 
they  had  only  alTented  f  to  it  on  a  fuppofition 

preffion.  It  was  this  vote  viihich  raifed  an  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  compofition-money  from  the  farmers  of  the 
cudoms. 

At  this  time  the  following  juft  cenfure  pafTed  upon  the 
vintners.  "Refolved,  that  the  company  of  vintners,  by  their 
offer  of  forty  (hillings /fr  ton  upon  wines  to  his  majefty,  afld 
demand  of  liberty  to  raife  the  price  of  wines,  are  contrivers 
of  the  faid  unlawful  impofitions,  and  delinquents  " 

Notwithflanding  the  difficulty  the  Commons  found  to  raife 
a  fufficient  fum  to  pay  the  army,  they  were  fo  defirous  of 
getting  rid  of  the  queen-mother,  and  her  train  of  Papifls, 
that  being  told  ihe  was  ready  to  depart  if  money  could  be 
procured  for  fending  her  away,  they  confented  to  allow  ten 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  poll-money  for  that  purpofe. 

This  princefs  retreated  to  Cologne  in  Germany,  where 
ihe  died  in  a  (hort  time,  without  having  had  other  fupport 
than  what  Ihe  obtained  from  the  parliament  and  court  of 
England,  yournah  of  the  Commonsy  vol.  II.  p.  218.  RuJJo- 
nxjorthi  vol.  IV.  p.  3 1 7. 

*  They  refufed  the  repeated  defires  of  the  Commons  to 
dilband  their  army,  and  forbear  infilling  for  five  or  fix  weeks 
on  the  payment  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  eighty  they 
were  to  receive  for  brotherly  afiillance,  upon  perfonal  or  any 
other  fecurity  they  fhould  think  fit.  Journals  of  the  Commons ^ 
vol.  II.  p.  220. 

f  They  had  affented  to  his  going  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
and  fent  the  lord-general  down  to  dilband  the  army,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  the  poll-bill  would  have  brought  in  money  to 
pay  both  them  and  the  Scots.  The  earl  of  Holland  was  ap- 
pointed general  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 
who  had  refigned.  The  earl  of  Holland  made  a  motion, 
that  the  parliament  Ihoaid  grant  him  a  power  to  exercife 
martial  law,  under  pretence  that  without  fuch  an  authority 
there  would  be  great  tumults  and  diforders.  The  Lords 
feemed  to  acquiefce ;  but  the  Commons,  more  tender  of 
public  Liberty,  rejected  the  motion,  and  refolved,  that  the 

mutinous 
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fhat  they  could  have  effedted  the  difbanding  the  Anno  1641. 
army.  The  King  was  then  petitioned  either  to 
ftay  fourteen  days  longer,  or  to  appoint  one  or 
more  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  the  power  of  a 
tocmn  tenens  during  hisabfence;  and  that  fuch  per- 
fon or  perfons  fhould  have  power  to  give  the  royal 
aiTent  in  parliament  ■^.  On  thefe  debates  the 
Commons  fat  till  ten  o'clock  on  the  Saturday- 
night,^  and  all  the  next  day-f,  plying  the  King 

mutinous  foldiers  fhould  bepuniflied  by  the  civil  powers;  and 
that  the  jallices  of  peace,  and  other  civil  officers,  in  the 
counties  through  which  they  pafied  to  the  places  of  their 
abode,  Ihould  provide  for  their  orderly  conducting.  Jour?iah 
of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  188.    Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  318. 

*  Clarendon  is  very  free  in  his  cenfures  on  the  Commons 
for  making  fuch  a  requeft :  he  calls  it  an  extravagance  they 
did  not  underftandj  and  that  no  fuch  commiffion  could  be 
legally  granted.  It  was  not  only  afferted  in  the  debates  on 
this  fubjed  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  the  ancient  and  conllanE 
courfe  in  all  times  had  been  always  to  have  a  locmn  tenens  in 
the  King's  abfence,  a  parliament  fitting  not  limited  to  any 
particular  matter,  but  precedents  were  brought  to  fupporE 
this  afTertion.   'Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  IL  p.  240. 

f  *'  Ordered,  that  the  houfe  be  called  over  on  Wednefday 
fe'nnight,  and  that  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgefies,  do 
fend  down  to  the  {lierlfF  of  every  county,  requiring  their 
members  to  return,  on  pain  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of 
the  houfe. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  houfe  fhall  meet  to  morrow,  being 
Sunday,  concerning  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

"  Refolved,  that  the  houfe  ihali  enter  into  confideration 
of  no  bufinefs  whatfoever  on  this  day,  but  fuch  as  (hall  im- 
mediately concern  the  good  and  advancement  of  religion, 
and  the  fafetyof  the  kingdom.'* 

Neither  houfe  thought  thefe  refolutions  a  fufficient  juiliii- 
cation  for  their  doing  what  the  majority  of  the  nation  looked 
upon  as  a  kind  of  prophanation  of  the  Lord's  Day :  they 
publilhed  a  declaration,  that  they  would  not  have  done  this^  . 
but  upon  inevitable  neceffity,  the  peace  and  fafety  both  ot 
church  and  ftate  being  fo  nearly  concerned;  which  they  did 
declare  to  the  end  that  neither  any  other  inferior  court  or 
council,  or  any  other  perfons,  might  draw  it  into  example 
for  ncgledting  the  due  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  Day.  'JqhT" 
nah  0/ 1 hi  Commons i  vol  II.  p.  245,  ^  feq, 

D  2  with 
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A^no  1641.  with  continual  meflages  to  put  off  his  journey. 
Thefe  entreaties  were  in  vain  :  Charles  pleaded 
his  promife,  and  got  the  Scotch  commiffioners 

The  King's  firmly  to  infift  on  his  commencing  his  journey  on 

skot"and.°  the  appointed  day  *.  On  the  eve  of  that  day  he 
accordingly  fat  forward  f ,    after  paffing  all  the 

Adis  pafled.  bills  which  wcrc  made  Tcady  J  j  leaving,  inftead 

*  Notwithftanding  the  Commons  fent  the  Scotch  com- 
miffioners word,  that  if  they  would  difpenfe  with  his  maje- 
fty's  journey  for  fourteen  days,  they  would  petition  his  ma- 
jefty  to  fend  a  commiflioner  for  the  difpatch  of  their  affairs  ; 
and  if  they  would  condefcend  to  this  requefl,  in  refpefl  of 
the  great  and  urgent  occafions  of  the  kingdom  of  England, 
they  would  take  it  as  a  great  argument  of  their  affedion. 
Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.11,  p.  245. 

f  The  parliament  folicited  the  King  to  appoint^  before  his 
departure,  the  earl  of  Salifbury  to  the  office  of  lord-treafurer, 
and  lord  Pembroke  to  the  office  of  high-lleward,  in  the  room: 
of  the  earl  of  Arundel,  who  left  the  kingdom  with  Mary  de 
Medicis,  the  queen-mother. 

\  Adls  paffed  before  the  King's  journey  to  Scotland. 

1.  An  aft  for  the  preventing  inconveniencies  happening 
by  the  long  intermiffion  of  parliament. 

2.  An  aft  for  the  relief  of  his  majefty's  army  and  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  this  kingdom. 

3.  An  aft  for  the  reforming  fome  things  miftaken  in  the 
late  aft  for  the  granting  four  fubfidies,  entitled.  An  aft  for 
the  relief  of  his  majefty's  army,  &c. 

4.  An  aft  for  the  farther  relief  of  his  majefty*s  army,  and 
the  northern  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

c.  An  aft  for  the  better  railing  and  levying  mariners  for 
the  prefent  guarding  the  feas,  and  neceffary  defence  of  the 
realm. 

6.  An  aft  concerning  the  limitation  and  abbreviation  of 
Michaelmas  Term. 

7.  An  aft  to  prevent  inconveniencies  by  the  untimely  ad- 
journment of  parliaments. 

8.  Afubfidy  granted  to  the  King,  of  tonnage  and  pound- 
age, &c. 

9.  An  aft  for  the  fpeedy  proviiion  of  money  for  diibanding 
the  armies,  &c. 

10.  An  aft  for  the  regulating  of  the  privy- council,  and 
the  taking  away  the  court  commonly  called  the  Star-chamber. 

11.  A  repeal  of  the  branch  of  a  ftatute  primo  Elizabethae, 
concerning  commiffionws  for  caufes  ecclefiaftical. 

12.  A 
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of  a  locum  tenens^  a  limited  commiinon  for  palTing  Anno  1641. 
others   with   the    lord-keeper,    the  marquis    of 

12.  A  fubfidy  granted  to  the  King,  of  tonnage  and  pound- 
age. 

13.  An  a£l  for  the  fecuring  of  fach  monies  as  (hall  be  due 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  and  other  adjoin- 
ing counties  wherein  his  majefty's  army  is  or  hath  been  bil- 
leted, &c. 

14.  An  aifl  for  the  declaring  unlawful  and  void  the  late 
proceedings  touching  (hip-money,  and  for  the  vacating  all 
records  and  proceffes  concerning  the  fame. 

15.  An  adt  againft  divers  encroachments  and  oppreflions 
in  theStanary-courts. 

16.  An  aft  for  the  certainty  of  foreils,  and  of  the  metes, 
meers,  limits,  and  bounds  of  the  forefts. 

17.  An  ad  for  the  pacification  between  England  and 
Scotland. 

18.  An  aft  for  the  fecuring,  by  public  faith,  the  remain- 
der of  the  friendly  affiftance  and  relief  promifed  to  our  bre- 
thren of  Scotland. 

19.  An  aft  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating  the  office 
of  clerk  of  the  market,  allowed  and  confirmed  by  this  (latute, 
and  for  the  reformation  of  falfe  weights  and  meafures. 

20.  An  aft  for  the  prevention  of  vexatious  proceedings 
touching  the  order  of  knighthood. 

21.  An  aft  for  the  free  bringing-in  of  gunpowder  and 
fait  petre  from  foreign  parts,  and  for  the  free  making  of  gun- 
powder within  this  realm. 

The  Stanary-court  exercifed  its  jurifdiftion  over  miners  ; 
but,  by  the  abufe  and  encroachments  of  power,  it  extended 
itfelf  in  a  manner  which  opprefTed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Corn- 
wall and  Devonfnire,  and,  like  all  the  other  arbitrary  courts, 
hadfetthe  common  law  at  defiance,  and  difobeyed  both  pro- 
hibitions and  Habeas  Corpus's  from  the  King's  Bench.  The 
Marfhal's  court  is  not  exprcfly  mentioned  in  any  ftatute;  but 
it  funk  with  the  reft  of  thofe  peftilential  monfters  which  dif- 
figuredthe  beauty  and  tainted  the  health  of  the  conllitution.. 
Clarendon  tells  us,  that  it  v/as  the  offspring  of  this  fruitful 
reign,  of  no  longer  date  than  the  year  1633  ;  that  it  took 
cognizance  of  oifenfive  v/ords ;  and  fuch  had  been  the  extra- 
vagance of  its  proceedings  (ince  the  difTolution  of  the  lall: 
parliament,  thatmore  damages  had  been  given  in  two  day's, 
by  the  fole  judgment  of  the  earl  marQial,  than  had  been  given 
by  all  the  juries  in  all  the  courts  in  Weftminfter-hall  in  the 
whole  term,  and  the  days  for  trial  anerit  was  ended,     Cla- 
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Aano  1641.  Hertford,    the  earls  of   Manchefter,    Lindfty, 

rendon  farther  tells  us,  that,  on  the  firfl:  entrance  into  this 
inquifition,  an  end  was  put  to  this  upftartcouit;  ^nd  that 
ifuch  was  theefFe6l  which  the  authority  of  the  parliament  had 
on  the  proudeft  natures,    that  himfelf,    who  had  taken  the 
lead  in  this   aiFaIr,    was  accofted   by  the  lord  Arundel,  the 
earl-marfhal,  with  great  courtefy,  who  thanked  him  for  hav- 
ing treated  his  perfon  fo  civilly,  when  upon  fo  juft  reafon  he 
had  found  fault  with  his  adlions.— It  would  be  difficult  to  re- 
concile Clarendon's  pleadings   againft   the  judges,  and  the 
opinion   he  gave  of  the  Marfhal's  court  and  the  Council  of 
York,  with  the  panegyric  he  makes  of  Charles's  government 
in  his  Hiflory  of  the  Civil  Wars. 

There  was  an  attempt  nfiade  to  correal  the  fliameful  abufe 
of  the  privilege  of  diflributing  honors,  .  The  King  was  peti- 
tioned that  titles  of  honor  fhould  not  be  bought  and  fold,  but 
be  the  reward  of  virtvie  and  merit.  It  was  refolved  in  the  up- 
per houfe,  zo  confalt  with  the  Commons  on  a  bill  for  pre- 
venting a  future  abufe  of  this  privilege. The  profufion 

with  which  thisfpecies  of  royal  favor  has  been  lavifhed  in  lat- 
ter times,  and  yet  continues  to  be  lavifhed,  is  become  an  ob- 
jefl  very  interefting  to  the  whole  commonalty,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  gentry,  of  this  kingdom  ;  who  being  no  way 
diftinguifhed  by  any  political  privileges  from  the  lovveft  claffes 
of  the  people,  if  they  do  no  not  exert  themfelves  in  a  regular 
conftitutional  manner,  by  proper  remonilrances  to  the  higher 
powers  againft  this  growing  evil,  will,  in  a  fhort  period  of 
time,  find  themfelves  in  a  more  ignominious  fituation  than 
ever  their  anceftors  were  in  the  moftfervile  periods  of  flavery, 
even  in  a  worfe  Hate  than  are  the  gentry  of  any  country  in 
Europe,  not  excepting  thofe  who  live  under  governments 
whofe  barbarous  depotifm  is  a  difgrace  to  humanity  and  ci- 
vilization. 

The  peers  who  petitioned  for  a  parliament  received  the 
thanks  of  both  houfes;  the  petition  was  recorded  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  efteemed  an 
aft  of  that  houfe.  Before  the  King  proceeded  on  his  journey, 
it  was  declared  and  voted,  tiemine contradicente,  by  the  Lords, 
that  their  certain  and  undoubted  right  was  to  chufe  their 
fpeaker,  who  was  not  to  depart  when  the  houfe  fat,  without 
leave  of  the  houfe.  Statutes  at  Large^  vol.  II.  p.  1105, 
IfS  feq,  life  of  Clarendon,  vol.  I.  p.  76,  l^  feq.  MSS. 
'Journal  of  the  Lords.  Rujhivorth,  vol.  IV.  p.  211.  Nalfouy 
vol.  II   p.  438. 

EfTex,. 
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EfTex,   Bath,   and  Dorfet^;   and  appointing  the  Anno  164c. 
earl  of  EiTex  lieutenant-general,  with  a  power  to 
raife  what  forces  fhould  be  found  neceffary  f. 

A  review  of  the  tranladions  of  this  parliament, 
during  the  firft  period  of  their  operations,  muft 
£11  every  mind,  untainted  by  fervile  prejudices, 
with  the  higheft  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  ve- 
neration.     The   free  conflitution   of   England, 
which,  from  the  ignorance  of  former  ages,  and 
the  vv^icked  policy  of  Kings,  had  admitted  of  fo 
many   arbitrary   principles  that  it  was  become  a 
monfter  void  of  fymmetry,  was  now  reduced  to 
a  fyftem  of  government  confident  and  uniform, 
fupporting  itfelf  by  the  pillars  of  law  and  equity. 
Every  arbitrary  court  of  judicature  was  abolifhedj 
the  authority  of  the  clerk  of  the  market,  who  had 
a  general  infpedlion   over  weights  and  meafures, 
and  by  whofe  power  the  people  had  undergone 
many  hardfhips,    vexations,  and  extortions,  was 
transferred  to  the  mayors,  fheriffs,  and  other  legal 
magiftrates;    the  limits  of  the  forefts  were  re- 
ftrained  within  th-eir  ancient  bounds ;  the  crown 
.entirely  deprived  of  the  means  of  impofing  the 
expenfive   honor  of  knighthood:}:;    and,  as  no 

*  The  bills  w^ich  tiiefe  commiffioners  had  authority  to 
pafs  were.  The  a6l  of  treaty  ;  any  bill  for  raifing  money,  as 
there  fhould  be  occafion  for  raifing  of  forces  for  fcrvice  at 
fea  and  land,  and  to  refill  foreign  invaiions,  and  feditions  at 
home;  any  bill  for  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  duties 
upon  the  exportation  or  importation  of  commodities;  for  the 
prefervation  of  falt-petre  mines,  and  making  of  gun-powder 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  a  power  to  pafs  the  bill 
.concerning  the  ^ight  fubfidies  for  the  clergy.  Pari.  H'ljl.  vol, 
JX,  p.  469,  IS feq, 

f  By  the  delire  of  both  houfes,  the  earl  of  Eflex  had  been 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Yorklhire,  in  the  room  of  the 
lord  Saville,  who  refigned. 

X  The  old  Gothic  cullom  of  trial  by  battle  was  entirely 
abolilhed  by  this  parliament.  The  houfe  of  Commons  having 
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^noo  x64r.  court  of  juftice  remained  but  thofe  which  took 
cognizance  of  common  and  ftatute  law,  the  King's 
power  of  ifTuing  proclamations  and  extorting 
money  from  the  fubjedl  was  entirely  cut  off,  be- 
cav.fe  every  man  might  difobey  thofe  arbitrary 
editts  with  impunity.  Paft  grievances  were  not 
only  redrefTed,  but  the  exemplary  punifhments  of 
ftate  delinquents  *,  with  the  a6l  for  triennial  par- 
liaments, were  new  bulwarks  to  defend  the  con- 
ilitution  againfh  the  attacks  of  power.  Many  of 
thefe  advantages,  efcaping  the  corruption  of  time, 
and  the  confufion  of  civil  broils,  are  yet  enjoyed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  and  ought  to 

received  complaint,  that  the  office  of  (heriff  was  attended 
with  excefiive  expence,  by  realbn  of  prefents  and  entertain- 
ments given  to  the  judges,  with  large  fees  to  their  fervants  ; 
and  the  like  complaint  being  made  by  counties,  cities,  cor- 
porations, and  boroughs,  that  whenever  the  Kirigpafied  they 
were  obliged  to  pay  large  fums  to  his  officers,  as  pretende4 
fees  and  duties ;  it  was  ordered,  that  no  fuch  prefents,  en- 
tertainments, gifts,  or  pretended  fees,  ihould  be  demanded, 
given,  or  paid  ;  and  if  any  perfon  Ihould  do  contrary  to  the 
faid  order,  they  fhould  be  eileemed  by  the  houfe  as  giving 
examples  inconvenient  to  the  public. 

*  A  few  weeks  f.fter  Strafford's  execution,  the  houfe  of 
Commons  with  more  generofity  than  prudence,  pafTed  a  bill 
for  refloring  his  honors  and  titles  to  his  children.— This 
Uriclure  may  be  looked  on  as  fevere;  but  it  is  not  for  the 
advantage  of  a  Hate  that  a  man's  family  ihould  be  benefited 
by  his  public  vices,  neither  is  it  compatible  with  the  laws  of 
equity  that  they  fhould  be  fufferers  for  them:  therefore,  if 
the  parliament  had  preferved  a  jull  medium,  they  would  have 
reinitated  the  earl  of  Strafford's  children  in  the  honor  and 
fortune  he  was  poffeifed  of  before  he  entered  into  the  fervice 
of  the  court,  but  deprived  them  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  wages 
of  iniquity.  This  opinion,  confiftent  with  the  laws  of  juftice 
ar.d  found  policy,  is  to  be  taken  generally  ;  nor  can  it  be 
fuppofsd  a  refledion  on  the  defcendants  of  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford, f:nce  pofierity  is  not  ar.fwerable  for  the  crimes  of  their 
ancePiors.  The  greateft  patriot,  and  moft  virtuous  citizen, 
may  fpring  from  the  loins  of  the  moH  corrupt  member  of 
kxiety. 

raife 
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raife  in  the  heart  of  every  Englifhman  a  grateful  Anno  1641. 
monument  of  praife  to  thofe  renowned  patriots 
who  procured  fuch  invaluable  bleffings   to  po- 
fterity  *. 

C    H    A    P.       II. 

The  leaders  of  the  popular  party  attempt  to  wreft 

from  the  King  the  power  over  the  mUitw, 

Englijh  and  Scotch  armies  difbanded. — — Committee 

of  parliament  fent  into  Scotland. TranfaHions 

in  that  kingdom. Affairs  of  Ireland. — — Irifh 

infurreBion^  and  maff acre  of  the  Protejiants, — — 
ConduB  of  the  Englijh  parliament  in  that  hufi" 

nefs,^- — l!he  King  returns  to  England. His  > 

public  entrance   into  the  capital. He  deprives 

the  parliament  of  their  guard  — —'Their  petition.^ 
and  remonftrance  of  thejiate  of  the  kingdom. — —^ 
Tumults. Proteftation  of  the  hi/hops. 

TH  E  free  conftitution  of  England,  thus 
vindicated  from  the  ufurping  pretenfions 
of  the  crown  and  the  mitre,  promiled  fair  to 
arrive  at  that  flate  of  perfedion  which  allows 
^n  equal  proportion  of  Freedom  to  the  fub- 
je6b  and   the   fovereign.     Notwithflanding   this 

*  Among  thofe  heroic  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty 
which  iignalize  this  houfe  of  Commons,  it  muft  be  owned 
that  the  particular  urgency  of  circumftances  occafioned  them 
to  lay  fome  very  arbitrary  refiraints  on  the  prcCs.  It  was 
ordered,  that  all  ftationers  and  printers  fhould  take  the  name 
of  every  perfon  who  brought  any  thing  to  them  to  be  print- 
ed, fold,  or  publilhed,  that  they  might,  under  pain  of  in- 
curring the  fame  penalty  as  the  author,  be  ready  to  give 
account  as  they  fhould  be  required.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  printers  themfelves  preferred  a  bill  for  regulating  their 
trade,  and  that  there  fhould  be  no  books  printed  without 
licence.  Jcumals  of  the  Com?nonj,  vol.JI.  p.  zzo.  Rup- 
"worthy    vol.  IV=  p.  357. 

favorable 
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Anoo  1641,  favorable  appearance,  Liberty,  though  largely 
enjoyed,  was  not  firmly  eflablilhed  :  the  body 
of  the  nobility  had  never  a6i:ed  on  any  extenfive 
view  of  public  utility  ;  their  oppofition  had  been 
folely  founded  on  private  pique  and  perfonal 
jealoufy  \  they  had  rather  diflafted  the  miniflers 
of  the  late  opprefTive  meafures,  than  enter- 
tained any  noble  refentment  at  the  opprefiion  it- 
felf.  Since  Laud  and  Strafford,  thole  two  en- 
vied objects  were  removed,  the  felfifh  preju- 
dices incident  to  their  flation  inclined  them  to 
combat  the  progrefs  of  a  reformation  which  ap- 
parently tended  to  edablifh  a  juft  equality  of 
political  privileges  among  all  men. 

The  attempts  of  the  crown,  to  debauch  feve- 
ral  members  of  the  lower  houfe  from  the  found 
principles  of  Liberty,  had  fucceeded  but  too 
well.  Thefe,  according  to  the  nature  of  oppo- 
fition, from  moderate  opponents  had  become  in- 
veterate enemies  ;  and  the  repeated  mortifica- 
tions they  received  from  the  prevailing  party  in 
parliament,  inclined  them  to  run  into  the  oppo- 
fite  extreme  of  their  pretenfions.  The  Commons 
were  better  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the 
King  than  to  fuppofe  he  would  remain  quiet  un- 
der the  prefcnt  diminution  of  royal  power  ;  they 
knew  he  had  already  attached  to  himfelf  a  flrong 
party  of  malcontents,  befides  the  body  of  Ro- 
man Catholics.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  was 
necelTary  to  the  fafety  of  the  public,  that  the 
militia  and  forts  of  the  kingdom  ihould  be 
vefted  in  proper  hands.  The  firft  fleps  made 
in  this  attempt  were  the  ten  propofitions  offered 
by  the  Commons,  and  affented  to  by  the  Lords  *. 

*  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig,  a  popular  leader  of  great  fpirit, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  fettling  the  land  and  fea  forces  in 
lach  hands  as  ihould  be  nomirjated  by  the  lower  houfe.    He 

was 
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Of  thefe  they  were  fo  tenacious,  that,  not  meet-  ^nno  1641. 
ing  with  a  ready  compliance-,    {landing  commit- 
tees were  appointed  to  confer  from  time  to  time 
on  a  method  of  reducing  them  to  effedt,  in  fpite 
pf  royal  oppofition. 

Charles,  having  fucceeded  fo  far  in  the  plan 
of  his  expedition  as  to  overtake  both  armies  be- 
fore they  vv^ere  difbanded,    applied  himfelf  with 
the  utmofl  afTiduity  to  gain  them  to  his  inte- 
reft.  Heriderfon,  the  popular  covenanting  preach- 
er, was  appointed  his  chaplain,  and  the  great  of- 
ficers of  the  Scotch  army  were  treated  with  high 
marks  of  favor  and  diflindlion  *  ;   together  with 
this  fufpicious   circumftance,    that    the    earl  of 
EfTex   received    intelligence   from    the   earl    of 
Holland,  that  attempts  were  made  to  corrupt  the 
Engliih  troops.  The  parliament  took  the  alarm  j  chrendcn'j 
an  order  paffed  both  houfes  for  difarming  all  the  p.  230!"^' 
Papifls  in  England.     The  vaults  under  the  par-  ^f ';^'^* 
liament-houfe  were  fearched  ;  and  the  Lords  were  p.  iss. 
defired  by  the  Commons  to  declare,  that  all  pri- 
vileges fhould  be  void,  in  cafe  of  the  convifting 
or  difarming  of  recufants.    The  Scotch  commif- 
fioners  were  moved   to  provide  for  the  fpeedy 
march  of  the  Scotch  army,    who  were  forbidden 
to   pafs   through   Berwick   but  in    fmall   num- 
bers.    Diredlions  were  given  to  the  earl  of  Hoi-  Engii/Ti  ani 
land  to  difband  both  horfe  and  foot  immediately,  s?^^^\*'"- 

/  '  mies  di'.- 
bandecl. 
was  flrongly  feconded  by  Mr.  St.  John,  who  declared,  that 
fuch  power  over  the  militia  as  might  be  necefTary  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  was  not  yet  by  law  vefted  in  any 
perfon,  not  even  in  the  crown.  Clarendon's  Hijl.  vol.  I. 
p.  2iy, ^^ Jeq, 

*  It  is  faid,  that  four  northern  counties,  with  the  plunder 
of  London,  were  offered  to  the  Scotch  army,  if  they  would 
engage  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Englifn  par- 
liament, LuMoiv^s  Memoirs,  fol.  ed.  1751-  p.  6.  Myjlery 
nf  Iniquity i  a  \X2i^,  pttbliflied  in  1643,  p,  22, 

and 
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Anno  1641.  jind  that  no  munition  or  artillery  of  the  King's  at 
voL  iL  p.  Hull  fhould  be  removed,  but  by  order  of  par- 
c  ^'  v'tl*  ^ia^^^"^-  A  fmall  committee  of  both  houfes  * 
or  paiHa-^"  was  fcnt  into  Scotland  to  keep  up  a  good  cor- 
mencfent    refpondcncc   between   the    parliaments   of  each 

jnco  Scot-       A   .  ^     t  .      r  r%  r       t  -        ^• 

iaad.  kingdom,  to  mrorm  themlelves  or  the  mclina- 

tions  of  that  people,  and  to  watch  the  King's 
aflions.  According  to  previous  agreement,  the 
ordnance  and  amm.unition  of  the  Scots  were  con- 
veyed to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  a  very 
complaifant  letter,  in  the  name  of  both  houfes, 
written  to  the  earl  of  Holland,  fignifying  an  en- 
tire approbation  of  his  condu6b  and  care  for  the 
public  good. 

The  impreffion  which  the   King  had  made  on 
the    Scotch  and   Engliih    armies   was  followed 
with  no  other  efFed:  than  perfonal  civility.     He 
had  the  mortiiicaticn  alfo  to  find,  on  his  arrival 
Tranfaai-    at  Edinburgh,    that  the  parliament  had   chofen 
SI"  ^° "  t^e  ^o^d  Balmerino  for  its  prefident ;  that  they 
would  not  fuiTer  any  member  to  fit  among  them 
but   thofe  who  had  figned  the  covenant  ;    and 
that  Montrofe  and  his  party  had  fo  over-rated 
their  ftrength,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could 
prevent  their  incurring   the  punifhment  which 
their  fadious  cabals  had  merited  -f.     He  was  de- 
termined, however,  to  give  full  fatisfadion,  and 
deprive,  if  pofTible,  his  oppofers  in  England  of 
Burnet's      the  fupport  of  the  Scots.     Every  condition  of 
Lives  of  the  ^)^q  treaty  of  peace  was  confirmed  by  parliament. 
hlthr'fs  '  The  lords  of  the  articles,    that  effedlual  bar  to 


Memoirs. 


*  The  lord  Howard,  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  Sir  William 
Armyn,  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  John  Hamden. 

f  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  King  obtained  the  parliament's 
pardon  for  his  own  party,  on  condition  that  they  came  not 
near  his  prefence,  nor  received  any  benefit  from  him,  with- 
out their  approbation^     Clarendon^ s  Htfi.  vol.  I.  p.  244. 

the 
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the  freedom  of  thofe  affemblies,    were  fet  afide.  Anno  1641. 
To  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  that  prac- 
tice which  Charles  and  James  had  exercifed,  of 
giving  Scotch  titles  to  Englilhmen,  and  difpof- 
ing  of  their  pra^cies5    a  law  was  enaded,  that  no 
man  fhould  be  capable  of  a  Scotch  peerage  who 
did  not  pofiefs  upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds 
annual  rent  in  the  kingdom.     A  law  for  trien- 
nial parliaments  was  pafied,  with  an  ordinance, 
that  the  lail  a6b  of  every  parliament  fhould  be 
to  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
enfuing    one.     The    King  was  deprived  of  a 
power,  formerly  enjoyed,  of  enforcing  obedience 
to  proclamations,  under  the  penalty  of  treafon  *. 
Thefe  were  all  falutary  a<5ls  ;  but  the  following 
'was  the  crowning  one,  which  gave  entire  liberty 
to  the  Scots,  viz.  That  no  member  of  the  privy-, 
council,  no  oScer  of  ilate,  none  of  the  judges, 
Ihould  be  appointed,  but  by  advice  and  appro- 
bation of  parliament ;    and  all  the  officers  of 
Hate  were  to  hold  their  places  quamdiufe  hem  gef- 
ferint.     Four  of  the  prefent  judges,   who  had 
been  adlive  on  the  fide  of  prerogative,  were  dif- 
placed ;    feveral  of  the  head  covenanters  were 
fworn  of  the  privy-council ;  Loudon  was  made 
chancellor  ;    and  the  office  of  trcafurer  was  dif-* 
charged  by  a  committee  of  four ;    viz.  Argyll, 
Glencairn,    Lothian,  and  Lindfay.     With  thefe 
eflential  gratifications,  the  lefler  8;races  were  not 
omitted:  Argyll  was  created  a  marquis;  Lou- 
don, Lefley,  and  Lindfay,  earls-,  Andrew  Mur^* 
ray,  lord  Beivaird,  and  the  lairds  of  Dudo  anii 

*  It  is  furprizing  the  Scots  Ihould  ever  fancy  themfelves 
a  free  people  whilft  they  permitted  their  prince  to  enjoy  a 
prerogative  which,  in  a  manner,  inveited  him  with  the  whole 
legiflative  authority. 

Arbuthnoty 
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Annoi64i.Arbuthnot,  vifconnts.     Many  of  the  prime  co- 
venanters obtained  penfions.    Charles  conformed 
himfelf  entirely  to  the  eilabliihed  church,  and 
church  preferments  were   bellowed   upon  Hen- 
derfon,  and  other  popular  preachers.     The  pro- 
feflbrs  in  the  univerfities  had  their  provifions  aug- 
mented out  of  the  epifcopal  revenues,    and  the 
parliament  ordained  a  commifTion  v/ith  pov/ers  ta 
enlarge  the  ftipends  of  the  reft  of  the  miniftry. 
A  judicature  v/as  eftablifhed  by  the  parliament 
to  order  all  things  concerning  the  peace  of  the 
land,    and   the  preferving  a  perfed:  amity  with 
England.     A  committee  was  alfo  nominated  ta 
try  Montrofe  and  the  reft  of  the  royalifts  :    it 
was  with  great  difficulty  the  King  could  preferve 
their  lives,  by  obtaining  their  cenfure  to  be  re- 
mitted to  himfelf.     Such  were  the  conceffion^ 
necelTary  to  quiet  the  Scots,   and  fuch  the  fruits 
of  a  journey  ftiffly  infifted  on   by  the  king  *  j 
whofe  hopes  of  meeting  with  a   number  of  par- 
tifans  were  entirely  defeated  by  the  fudden  death 
oPthe  earl  of  Rothes,  and  the  temerity  and  im- 

*  The  vaft  concefTions  the  king  was  obliged  to  make  ta 
the  Scots,  by  exciting  a  jealoufy,  encreafed  that  defire  for 
Liberty  which  already  ftrongly  reigned  in  the  Englifti ;  this 
nation  difdaining  to  have  been  at  fuch  trouble  and  expence 
for  the  Scots  to  reap  advantages  fuperior  to  themfelves. 
What  were  the  King's  expectations  on  thefe  conceffions. 
Clarendon,  his  great  counfellor,  informs  us :  "  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  fays  he,  but,  in  confideration  of  thefe  extrava- 
gant conceffions,  the  Scots  made  as  extravagant  promifes : 
that  by  their  loyal  and  dutiful  comportment,  his  majeiiy 
Ihould  find  no  diminution  of  his  power  ;  that  he  (hould 
have  the  entire  obedience  of  that  nation  to  preferve  his  full 
rights  and  legalities  in  England,  and  to  reduce  Ireland  ; 
the  earl  of  Levcn  telling  him,  that  he  would  not  only  never 
more  ferveagainft  him,  but  that  whenever  his  majefty  ftiould 
require  his  fervice  he  Ihould  have  it,  without  alking  what 
the  caufe  was."  Clarendon^ s  HiJ}.  vol.  I.  p.  244,  l^  Jeq. 

placable 
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placable  envy  of  Montrofe,    who  purfued  theA""o-'^4*» 
marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  his   brother  the  earl 
of  Lanerickj  with  fuch  inveterate  malice,   that 
they  found  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  to  join 
with  Argyll,  and  the  reft  of  the  covenanters. 

Montrofe  had   the   villainy  to  fuggeft  to  the  ^f^^"^^;^,;; 
King,  that  it  would  be  for  his  intereft  to  procure  civii  wars, 
the  murder  of  Argyll  and  the  two  brothers ;  and^°^'^*^'^^  * 
offered  himfelf  for  the  fervice.     Intelligence  of 
this  black  propofal  having   got    abroad,    Ha- 
milton, Lanerick,   and  Argyll  withdrew  them- 
felves    to    their   houfes,     and  prepared  for    a 
defence,    declaring    publicly   that   they     knew 
there  was  a  fcheme  on  foot  to  affaffinate  them. 
Great  was  the  confternation  which  this  incident 
Qccafioned  in  the  Parliament,  and  the  city  of 
Edinburgh.     In  England  it  was  looked  on  as  an 
attempt  to  break  the  pacification  ;  and  that  fuch 
a  defign  would  not  have  been  undertaken  without 
the  affurance  of  a  ftrong  party  to  abet  it  *.     Sir 
John  Berkeley  and  O'Neale,  two  general  officers,  journals  of 
who    had   been    deeply   engaged  in    the   plot  „  °,']^nj°"p; 
againft   the  parliament,  v/ere  put  under  arreft.  29o>  293- 
Strong  guards  were  placed  in  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter,    and  letters  of  caution  fent  to 
all  officers  civil  and  milkary.     The  committee 
of  both  houfes  attending  the  King  in  Scotland 
were  ordered  to  acquaint  him,    that  the  Engliih 
parliament  held  it  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
that  the  religion,  liberty,  and  peace  of  Scotland 

*  In  the  depofition  taken  on  this  occafion  it  appeared,, 
that  the  earl  of  Crawford,  the  lord  Amond,  and  colonel 
Cockraiii,  were  concerned  in  this  affair.  Captain  Steward 
depofed,  that  there  was  a  great  faction  of  noblemen  and  • 
others  at  Edinburgh,  who  were  able  to  fupprefs  the  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Argyll,  and  their  party. 
'RuJh^Qrthf  vol.  IV.  p.  42 1\ 

fhould.. 
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Anno  164T,  fhould  be  preferved  ;  and  that  they  were  re- 
folved  to  employ  their  power  and  authority  for 
fuppreffing  all  fuch  as,  by  any  confpiracy,  prac- 
tice, or  other  attempts,  fhould  endeavour  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  Scotland,  and  to  infringe  the 
treaty  made  between  the  two  kingdoms  :  farther 
the  committee  was  ordered  to  inform  the  King, 
that  whereas  five  companies  out  of  the  garrifons 
of  Berwick  and  Carlifle  were  by  his  order  ftayed 
from  difbanding,  the  Commons  now  affembled 
in  parliament  did  declare,  that  they  intended  to 
be  at  no  farther  charge  for  the  longer  flay  and 
entertainment  of  thofe  men,  nor  for  the  demur- 
rage of  the  fix  fhips  fent  for  the  tranfporting  of 
his  majeily's  munition,  ordnance,  and  other  pro- 
vifions,  if,  by  the  occafion  of  the  aforefaid  order, 
they  were  kept  out  longer  than  had  been 
agreed  on. 

Thefe  were  not  the  only  tranfadiions  which 
pafTed  during  the  King's  abfence.  On  the  eve 
of  an  adjournment,  when  many  of  the  members 
v/ere  out  of  town,  Ibme  of  the  zealous  Prefbyte- 
rians  made  a  motion  concerning  alterations  in  the 
Book  of  Common-Prayer:  this  occafioned  a 
very  hot  debate,  v/here  the  no-lefs-zealous  Mr* 
Hyde,  and  other  bigoted  churchmen,  defended 
the  liturgy  with  fuch  pertinacious  warmth,  that 
they  at  length  obtained  tlie  vidlory,,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  laid  afide.  The  Lords,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  determination  of  the  Commons, 
voted,  that  an  order  of  theirs,  made  January 
1640,  which  appointed  a  rigid  obfervance  of  di- 
vine fervice,  as  regulated  by  former  afts  of 
parliament,  fhould  be  rigidly  obferved  *.     The 

.  *  Of  twenty-one  lords  who  voted  on  this  occafion  there 
were  nine  diiTenting  votes.  Six  peers,,  viz.  Bedford,.  War- 
wick, Clare,  Newport,  Wharton,  and  Kimbolton,  entered 
a  proteft  againft  publi&ing  the  orders 

Commons 
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The  Commons,  on  their  fide,  publilhed  an  order  Amio  1641 
againfl  innovations  •,  for  the  flrid  obfervation  of 
Sunday ;  and  that  all  corporal  bowing  at  the 
name  of  Jefns  fhould  be  'forborn  *.  This  oc- 
cafioned  a  difpute  which  renewed  the  attack  on 
the  bifhops,  as  the  authors  of  difTentions  be- 
tween the  two  houfes  f.  The  Commons  had  ap- 

*  An  order  was  made  for  afternoon  fermons  in  all  paro- 
chial churches.  Parilhes  had  leave  to  employ  a  lefturer  at 
their  own  charge ;  and  the  oath  of  canonical  obedience 
was  laid  afide  :  in  the  order  againft  innovations,  bowing  at 
the  name  of  Jefus  was  forbidden.  Sir  Edward  Deering 
made  a  very  warm  enthuliaftic  fpeech  on  this  occafion  ;  he 
advanced  fome  ftrong  reafons  againfl:  the  validity  of  the  or- 
der, as  it  was  not  in  the  regular  way  of  bill,  and  con- 
tained an  arbitrary  impofition  on  the  inclinations  of  men  ; 
but  laid  an  abfurd  ftrefs  on  the  corporal  bowing  at  the  name 
of  Jefus,  as  if  this  frivolous  ceremony  was  a  neceiTary  part 
of  worlhip.     Nal/on,  vol.  11.  p.  610,  l£  feq, 

f  A  bill  for  abolifliing  epifcopacy,    called,   "  The  Root 
and  Branch  bill,"  was  at  this  time  warmly  debated  in  the 
houfe.     Sir  Edward  Deering,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Sir  Benja- 
min  Rudyard,    Mr.  Waller,    and  Mr.  Thomas,   v^ere  the 
chief  fpeakers  on   this  occaiion  ;  Sir  Edward  Deering,   Sir- 
Benjamin  Rudyard,  and  Mr.  Waller,  were  for  moderating  thjJ 
power   and  riches  of  bifhops,  cutting  olF  what  they  called 
the   corrupt  adjuncts  of  epifcopacy,    and  reducing  it  to  its 
primitive  limplicity.     Mr.   Waller  advanced   a  very  felfiili 
argument  to  fupport  his    opinion  ;    viz.  that   if  the  people 
prevailed  for  an  equality  in  thincs  ecclefiaftical,  the  lex  agra- 
ria  might  be  the  next  thing  infifted  on.     The  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Thomas  was  tedious   and  fcurrilous  :  he  having  endeavored  - 
to  (hew,  that  the  great  power  of  the  church  had  been  as  fatal 
to  monarchs  as  it  was  repugnant  to  civil  liberty,  gave  a  detail 
of  the  oppolitions  which  the  crown  had  met  with  from  former 
prelates  :   and  very  abfurdly  confounded   their  fpirited  en- 
deavors to  reftrain   the  growing  power  of  the  crown,    with  < 
the  mean  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the  prefent  hierarchy. 
On. the  fubjeft  of  this  debate,  Sir  Simon  D'Ewes  informed 
the  houfe,  that  in  the  antient  manufcript  copy  of  the  Greek 
Bible  in  the   King's  library,    Timothy  and   Titus  are  ad- 
drefTed    by    their    plain  names,    without  other  diftinftion  ; 
from  which  he  inferred,  that  the  iiyling  Timothy  and  Titus 
bifhops  were   fpurious   additions.     The  houfe  proceeded  fo 
Vol,  III.                             E                                             fa? 
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Anno  1641.  pointed  a  committee  of  forty-three,  and  the 
Lords  a  committee  of  Jeven,  to  take  care  of 
affairs  of  importance  during  their  adjonrr^ment  *, 
which  was  to  continue  from  the  ninth  of  Septem- 
ber to  th€  twentieth  of  Odober  f . 

Nothing  very  material  happened  during  thk 
recefs,  except  the  confpiracy  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Pym,  chairman  of  the  committee,  having  made 

far  as  to  pafs  an  order,  that  all  bifhops,  deans  and  chap- 
ters, and  prebends,  (hould  be  refpeflively  prohibited  to  cut 
down  any  timber  trees  growing  upon  any  lands  belonging 
to  any  bi(hop,  dean  and  chapter,  or  prebend,  iintil  farther 
order  ihould  be  taken  therein.  J'curnah  of  the  Commons^ 
vol.  II.  p.  214. 

*  The  powers  which  the  Lords  gave  their  convmittee  were^ 
to  open  the  letters  which  Ihould  come  from  the  committeein 
Scotland;  to  return  anfwers ;  with  power  to  recall  that  com- 
mittee ;  to  fend  down  money  to  the  army,  and  to  affift  in  their 
dilbanding,  and  in  removing  the  magazines  from  Berwick 
and  Carlifle.    The  Commons  gave  their  committee  ftiOre  en- 
larged powers ;  viz.  To  publifh  the  declarations  of  the  houfe 
concerning  innovations  ;    to  go  on  in  preparation  of  pro- 
ceedings againft  delinquents ;  to  receive  any  offers  of  difco- 
very  they  ihould  rnake ;  to  fend  to  all  (heriiFs  and  juftices 
~   of  the  peace   upon  information  of  any   riots  or   tumults, 
to  ftir  them  up  in  their  duty  in  repreffing  them ;    to  take 
the  account  of  any  accountants  to  the  King,    in  order  to 
tne  preparation  of  the  royal  revenue  ;  to  eonlider  the  fifliing 
upon  the  coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  to  con - 
fider  of  framing  and  conlHtuting  a  Weit-India  company. 
This  committee  had  other  things  in  charge  concerning  the 
exchange  beyond  fea,  and  concerning  Iriib  petitions.     Pari* 
Hijl.  vol.  X.   p.  I,  ^  fe(^. 

f  The  plague,  which  had  more  or  lefs  vifited  this  coun- 
try ever  fince  the  King's  acceffion  to  the  throne,  raged  at 
this  time  exceedingly.  The  following  were  fome  of  the  or- 
ders which  palTed  both  houfes  on  the  occafion  of  this  cala- 
mity ;  viz.  That  the  bill,  "  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,** 
with  a  large  red  crofs,  Ihould  be  fet  upon  the  door  of  every 
houfe  infeded  with  the  plague;  that  ail  the  ftuff  in  the 
houfe  where  any  had  been  viiited  with  the  plague,  Ihould 
be  well  aired  before  they  were  difcharged,  or  the  houfe  open  ; 
that  the  houfe  vifited  with  the  plague  ihould  be  fhut  up, 
whether  any  perfon  therein  died  or  not,  &c.  Naljom  vol.  IL 
p.  473. 

a  report 
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a  report  to  the  lionfe  touching  this  bufinefs,    a  Anno  1641. 
conference  enfued,  and  both  houfes  recommend- 
ed to  the  earl  of    Effex  to  guard  the  parlia- 
tnent.     They  then  proceeded  to  thofe  meafures 
which  have  been  before  related,  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  prepare  heads  for  a  P^^^- {^"'""^^'' *^ 
tion  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which  might  hap- vol.  11. p.* 
pen   to   the  commonwealth  by  the  choice  and  ^97- 
employment  of  evil  counfellors,    ambafladors, 
and  other  minifters  of  ftate  K     A  meffage  to  the 
following  purport  was  fent  from  both    houfes 
to  ^the  marquis  of  Hertford  ■\  :  That  he  fliould 
tak€  the  prince  into  his  efpecial  charge,  and  fee 
that   he  made  his  abode  and  refidence  at   his 
own  houfe   at  Richmond  -,    and  that  he  fhould 
place  fuch  perfons   about  him  as  fhould  be  an- 
iwerable  to  parliament  J. 

trhe  leaders  of  the  popular  party  were  now 
d?etermined   to  pulh   the  exclufion  of    bifhops 
from  parliart>emary  jurifdi^lion  :  a  bill  for  dif-  p^ri.  Hiii. 
abling   all   perfons    in    holy   orders    to  exercife  vol.  x.  p.  s. 
^ny  temporal  jurifdidion  and  authority,    pafled 

*  AH  committees  on  private  bufinefs  were  for  fome  time 

'flopped,  both  on  account  of  the  contagion,  and  on  the  exi- 

■  gencies  of  public  affairs. 

"  t  Lately  appointed  governor  to  the  prince,  in  the  place  of 
the  earl  of  Newcaftle. 

.  4  The  reafons  which  the  parliament  fent  to  the  queen 
for  their  diredions  to  the  eari  of  Hertford  were  as  follows : 
That  the  , prince  loft  much  opportunity  in  improving  him- 

:  felf  in  his  ftudies  by  being  at  Oatlands ;  that  though  the 
parliament  did  not  think  her  majefty  would  intimate  any 
thing  to  him  concerning  her  religion,  yet  there  w^ re  many 
about  her  who  might  prepare  him  with  impreflions  which 
might  remain  for  many  years ;  that  it  was  not  the  intention 

;  of  parliament  that  the  prince  Ihould  entirely  abfent  himfelf 
from  her  majefty,  but  that  his  place  ofrefidence  might  be  at 
Richmond,  for  otherwife  his  governor  could  not  take  that 
charge  over  him  as  was  required  by  the  parliament,  nor  be 
anfwerable  for  fuch  fervants  as  were  about  him.  Nalfon,  vol, 
JI,  .p.  596,  ^  Je^, 

E  2  the 
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^nno  i64i.|;he    lowci'   houfe  with   very  little     oppofitioii', 
Mr.    Pym  and    Mr.    St.  John,    who  were  ap- 
pointed to  manage  a  conference  with  the  Lords 
on  this  fubjed:,    leconded  the  demands  of  the 
Commons  with  very  llrong  arguments  ^^    and 
petitions  continued  to  pour  in  from  all  coun- 
ties againft  the  hierarchy  f,     Whilfl  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  order  of  bifliops  was  under  confi- 
deration,    the  King  filled  up  Rve  vacant  fees  J  : 
this  was  regarded  as  an  infult  both  on,  the  lower 
houfe   and  on  the  public  §,    who  had  warmly 
and  generally  feconded  every  meafure  their  re- 
prefentatives  had  taken  to  aboiifh  epifcopal  go- 
vernment.    The  pr-ecarious  flate  of  the  church 
had  engaged  the  attention  of  all  men  •,  but  they 
were  now  diverted  from  this  objed:  by  an  unex- 
pe6led  alarm  of  the  mofl  interefting  nature. 
Affairs  of        To  fccure  the  dominion  of  Ireland  to  the  Bri- 
ircJa/id.      ^jn^  crown,  thofe  lands  which  had  been  forfeited 
by  rebellion,  and  others  fraudulently  and  forci- 

*  One  of  the  demands  of  the  Commons,  on  fending  np 
the  bill  of  exclufion,  was,  that  the  bifhops,  being  all  of  thetn 
parties,  ihould  not  have  a  vote  in  this  queftion. 

f  The  commons,  in  the  midfc  of  the  hurry  of  thefe  im- 
portant affiiirs,  did  not  negleft  fmaller  grievances.  On  a 
complaint  of  the  growing  evil  of  debtors  obtaining  protec- 
tion from  members  of  parliament,  Mr.  Benfon  a  Yorklhire 
member,  a  notorious  protedlion-feller,  was  fent  for  as  a 
delinquent,  and  voted  unworthy  to  ut  in  parliament.  Some 
time  after  this,  a  bill  for -waving  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment during  the  prefent  feilion,  pafTed  the  Commons,  and 
was  earncflly  recommended  by  them  to  the  Lords.  Nalfon^ 
vol.  II.  p.  595,    l3  feq.    Parl.HiJi.    vol.  X.  p.  50. 

X  Worceller,  Lincoln,  Exeter,  Briilol,  and  Chichefter. 
Pi>rl   HiJ}.    vol.  X.    p.  146. 

§  The  Commons  went  fo  far  as  to  determine,  that  a 
committee  Ihould  be  appointed  to  drav/  up  reafons  to 
give  the  Lords  to  concur  v/ith  them  in  petitioning  the 
Xine  to  make  no  new  bifliops,  till  the  controverfy  (hould  be 
ended  concerning  the  government  of  the  church.  Clar.  Hijl, 
vol.  L  p.  240, 
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bly  obtained  from  the  inhabitants,  were  confer-  Anno  1641. 
red  on  Britifh  planters,  who,  allured  by  gain,  had 
gone  over  in  large  colonies  to  fettle  in  that  bar- 
barous country.  The  old  Irifh  held  their  pro-  ^^^^  ,^  ^.^^ 
perty  by  a  whimfical  tenure,  called  Taniilry.  In-  of  ormond, 
dividuals  had  no  hereditary  riorht :  a  whole  fept,  y^i-i-p-,i55. 
or  clan,  had  a  title  to  a  whole  territory  ;  thele  Hift  of  the 
ufed  to  chufethe  chieftain  ^^  who  took  upon  hin:A  J"*?''^!); 

'  111  -loi^j  ovo.  eel, 

the  title  of  King,  or  Lord  :  he,  thus  ele6led,  had  1746,  p.  14, 
the  feignory  of  all  the  lands  within  his  territory,  ^  ^"^i- 
with  a  power  to  make  an  arbitrary  dillribution 
to  his  vaffals  f,  who  were  all  tenants  in  villain- 
age,  and  were  neither  qualified  to  be  fworn  on 
juries,   or  to  perform  any  public  fervice.     The 
chieftain  himfelf  held  the  feignory  but  for  life  J, 
and  each  new  lord  had  the  power  to  make  a  new 
dillribution    according  to  his  pleafure.     Thus, 
neither  the  defcendants  of  the  chieftains  or  vaf- 
fals  had  a  right  to  particular  lands ;  but,  as  the 
lord  was    always   chofen   out  of  the  principal 
branches  of  the  fept,  the  immediate  defcendants 
of  the  old  chieftains  fancied  they  had  a  right  to 
thofe  feignories,    and  fondly  imagined,  if  they 
could  throw  oft  their  dependance  on  the  itate  of 
England,  matters  would  be  adjufted  to  their  fa- 
tisfacStion.     As,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  ef- 
tates  of  the  old  Irifh,  they  negledled  to  build,  or 
improve  their  lands,  and  were  in  a  manner  difu- 

*  Thefe  eledions  were  generally  obtaLned  by  force  and 
violence. 

f  He  might  make  new  diilrlbutions  as  often  ashs  pleafed  ; 
jior  were  thefe  tenants  in  villainap-e  more  fecyre  in  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  their  goods  and  chattels,  or  even  of  their  wives, 
than  of  their  lands ;  thefe  being  all  liable  to  be  taken  away 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  lord.     Cartels  Life  ofOrmond,   vol.  lo 

X  The  eftates  which  were  held  by  the  chieftains  were  an- 
nexed to  the  feignory,  and  did  not  defcend  by  inheritance,, 
Cari/s  Life  of  Ortnond,  vol.  I.  p.  13. 

E  3  nite4 


.44  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Mtio  1641.  nited  from  the  government,  by  an  immediate 

abfolute  dependence  on  their  chiefs,  who  go- 
Carte, vol.  I.  vemed  them  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  infli(^ing  on: 
p«  »3«  them  what  punifhments  they  pleafed,  in  the 
reign  of  James  and  Charles  it  was  the  particula)? 
care  of  the  lieutenants  and  governors  of  that; 
country  to  obtain  furrenders,  and  re-grant  then^ 
on  Rnglifh  tenures*.  Sir  Arthur  Chichefter, 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  king  James's  timc» 
coming  into  his  government  with  the  advantage 
of  a  fubdued  rebellion,  went  great  lengths  to- 
wards the  entire  deilru6lion  of  the  Irifh  lordfhips. 
The  cuftoms  of  Taniftry  and  the  Brehor^ 
law  -f  were  in  all  their  branches  abolifhed  -,  he  of- 
fered the  protedion  of  the  Englifh  laws  to  all 
the  natives  ;  fent  judges  into  every  county  of 
Ireland;  appointed  fherifis  •,  prohibited  the 
chieftains  from  tyrannizing  over  their  tenants  5 
and  diredted  thefe,  if  they  met  with  opprelTion, 
to  complain  to  the  minifters  of  juftice.  Steps 
were  daily  taken  by  the  government  to  fecure  the 
property,  as  well  as  proted:  the  perfons,  of  thefe 
barbarians ;  yet  fuch  was  their  ignorance,  that 
they  difdained  thefe  unexperienced  bleflings, 
^nd  envied  the  pofTelTiOns  of  the  Britiili,  whom 

*  The  civilizing  or  governing  Ireland  was  fo  little  at- 
tended to  by  the  predecefTors  of  the  Stewart  family,  that  all 
kind  of  intercourfe  between  the  natives  and  the  Englifh  was 
by  law  forbidden,  left  the  Englifh  fhould  degenerate  into 
Irifh  manners.  On  fubdued  rebellions,  the  Irifh  were  re- 
granted  their  lands  on  their  own  barbarous  tenures;  and 
that  country  having  been  chiefly  conquered  by  private  ad- 
venturers of  the  Englifh  nation,  thefe  were  permitted  to  ef- 
tablifn  feparate  jurifdiflicns  and  principalities. 

•f-  By  the  Brehon  law,  no  cri.oie,  however  enormous,  was 
punifhed  by  death.  Murder  itfelf  was  atoned  for  by  a 
pecuniary  muI6l,  and  each  man,  according  to  his  rank, 
had  a  different  rate  aftxed  to  him.    Humeri  H'Ji.  of  James  I, 

P-43- 

they 


C    HA    R    L    E    S      T.  s5 

they  looked  on  as  robbers  and  invaders  -,  not-  Anno  1641^ 
withftanding  that  the  inftrudlions  they  had  re- 
ceived in  tillage,  buildings,  manufaftures,  and 
other  civilized  arts^  were  a  large  return  for  their 
viaeultlvated  lands.  It  was  not  only  thofe  who 
afpir^d  to  feignories  who  kept  up  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  among  the  wild  Irifh,  but  the  priefls, 
who,  though,  during  the  reigns  of  James  and 
Charles,  they  had  been  indulged  with  a  conni- 
vance amounting  to  a  toleration  ^,  yet,  as  they 
were  deprived  of  their  ecGlefiaflical  revenues, 
they  took  effedlual  means  to  communicate  their 
difpleafure,  and  prevent  any  cordial  reconcilia- 
|ion  between  the  old  and  new  inhabitants.     The 

*  Papifls  were  rot  only  in  a  manner  tolerated,  but  many 
of  them  were  admitted  to  lucrative  employments  in  the  ftate 
and  army,  were  indulged  with  the  more  fubftantial  advan- 
^ges  of  purchaiing  and  inheriting  lands,  of  fitting  as  jurors 
on  the  determination  of  life  and  property,  of  voting  for  re- 
prefentatives  in  parliament,  and  even  having  feats  in  both 
houfes  themfelves.  They  praftifed  at  the  bar,  they  were 
promoted  in  the  law,  they  obtained  peerages,  and  almoll 
every  indulgence  in  common  with  the  Proteftant  fubjedt. 
Clarendon  gives  the  follovv'ing  teftimony  of  the  indulgence 
with  which  they  were  treated.  "  It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  whole  nation  enjoyed  an  undifturbed  exercife  of  their 
religion.  Even  in  Dublin,  where  the  feat  of  the  king's 
chief  governor  was,  they  went  as  publicly  and  uninterrupt*- 
edly  to  their  devotions  as  he  went  to  his.  The  biihops, 
^riefts,  and  all  degrees  and  orders  of  fecular  and  regular 
clergy,  were  known  to  exercife  their  funilions  among  them  ; 
and  though  there  were  fome  laws  againft  them  ftill  in  force, 
yet  they  were  fo  rebated  by  the  clemency  of  the  King,  that 
no  man  qould  fay  he  had  fuffered  prejudice  or  difturbance  in 
or  for  his  religion."  To  fuch  a  degree  did  royal  indulgence 
extend  to  the  Irifli  Papiils,  that  the  fifth  of  November  was 
forbidden  to  be  celebrated  in  that  country,  left  it  Ihould 
give  them  offence.  Borla/e^s  Hiji,  of  the  Jrijh  Infurredion , 
p.  17.  TempWs  Hifi,  of  the  Injh  Rebellion j  p.  24.  Fijian 
IJnmaJked^  a  tra6l  publilhed  in  1 75 2,  p.  45.  Clarendotts 
Vindication  of  ths  Duke  of  Ormondy  8vo  ed.  I7C6,  p.  8, 
l£fe^, 

E  ^  fuccefTive 


56  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

AaQoi64i.  fuccefiive  adminiflrations  of  Chichefter,  GrandU 
fon,  and  Falkland,    though  attended  with  fome. 
circumftances  arbitrary  and  unjuft,  had  been  up- 
on the   whole  very  advantageous  to  the  native 
Iriih,  and  the. favorable  inclination  of  the  Stew- 
/      art  family  to  the  principles  of  the  RomAn-Catho- 
lie  faith  had  occalibned  them  uncommon  indul- 
gences in  the  article  of  religion  -,  yet  fuch  was 
the  power,  and  fuch  the  intriguing  fpirit,  of  the 
prieits,  that  in  the  {hort  fpace  between  the  years 
Boriafe,       1 6o g  and  1 615,  three  different  confpiracics  wQve 
p-i5;^^  t^q.  j.^;fg^  againfl  the  Englifh  government*. 

When  the  earl  of  Strafford  v^as  entrufted  with 
the  adminifcration  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  he, 
for  the  better  accompliihment  of  his  purpofe  to 
eitabliih  a  tyranny,  endeavored  to  make  a  balance 
in  parliament  between  the  Proteflants  and  Papifls, 
that  both  parties  intent  on  thwarting  each  other, 
and  thus  diverted  from  the  objetfls  of  their  mu- 
tual intereil,  might  becorne  an  eafy  prey.  By  his 
means  the  Recufants  w'ere  not  only  poffeffed  of 
an  equal  fhare  of  the  legiilative  power,  but  were 
treated  with  much  more  mildnels  and  diftindion 
than  the  diffenters.  Notv^ithftanding  thefe  ad^ 
vantages,  fo  obvious  grew  his  diabolical  purpofe, 
fo  tyrannical  v/ere  the  means  he  was  neceffitated 
to  ufe,  fuch  was  the  provoking  infolence  of  the 
man,  that  thefe  very  Papifts  on  whom  he  feemed 
to  have  conferred  obligations,  thefe  very  Papifts 
whom  he  judged  the  propereft  to  be  trufted  with 

*  In  the  year  1626,  on  the  accefTion  of  Charles  to  the 
throne,  pope  Urban  VIII.  Tent  a  bull,  directed  to  the  Ca- 
tholic fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  exhorting  them  rather  to 
lefe  their  lives  than  to  take  that  noxious  and  unlawful  oath 
of  allegiajjce,  by  which  the  facred  fceptre  of  the  univerfal 
church  might  be  plucked  out  of  the  hands  of  the  vicars  of 
pod;     Ficiian  IJnmaJked,  p.  46. 

arms 
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arms  to  fcourge  the  Scots  for  their  generous  en-  A"""  ^64^« 
d^avors  to  maintain  their  Liberty,  thele  very 
Papifts  for  whofe  cafe  and  emolument  he  had  fo 
heavily  taxed  the  Proteftants*,  joined  in  the  pro- 
fecution  againfthim,  and  became  the  chief  inftru- 
ments  of  his  death.  The  difficulties  with  which 
the  King,  by  his  ill  cbndud,  was  entangled,  pro- 
ved as  advantageous  to  Irifh  as  to  Britifh  Liberty. 
The  Englifh  houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  good 
correfpondence  they  maintained  with  the  Irifh 
committee,  who  were  all  of  them  Papifts,  (hewed, 
that  they  looked  on  that  privilege  to  be  the  com- 
mon right  of  men  of  .all  perfuafions,  and  that 
they  took  a  brotherly  concern  in  the  intereft  of 
that  conquered  country.  By  means  of  this  en- 
couragement and  prote6lion,  the  Irifn  obtained  ^^"^^'^  ^'^^^ 
advantages  beyond  their  moft  fanguine  hopes  :  vol.  i.  p.  ' 
the  lift  of  p-rievances  their  committee  had  broug;ht  ^^°* 
over  were  confidered  by  the  King,  and  his  privy- 
council,  now  compofed  of  thofe  popular  noble- 
men, Manchefter,  EiTex,  Warwick,  Say,  and 
other  members  of  refpectable  charaders  :  by  their 
influence,  the  Irifh  obtained  a  favorable  anfwer 
to  almoft-  all  their  demands  -f .     Thefe  were  but 

*  A  ro'jnd  tax  ufed  to  be  gathered  from  the  Papifts,  as  a 
penalty  for  theirnot  attending  the  public  ferviceof  the  erta- 
blilhed  church.  This  Strafford  more  than  made  up  to  the 
jK-ing,  by  fcrevving  up  the  fubfidies  to  an  exorbitant  fum. 

f  Subiidies  were  to  be  affeffed  with  moderation  and  equa- 
lity; a  free  regrefs  out  of  Ireland  was  granted  ;  the  rates  of 
culloms  oa  goods  were  to  be  fettled  at  hvQ per  cent. ;  the  duty 
on  French  wines  to  be  referred  to  the  parliament;  th'^  extra- 
judicial proceedings  of  the  council-board  and  Caille-chamoer 
were  to  be  prohibited  for  the  prefent,  and  a  future  regulation 
made,  according  to  what  was  done  in  England  ;  all  mono- 
polies were  to  be  cancelled;  the  High-commiuion  court  fuf- 
pended  ;  gunpowder  was  to  be  fold  by  the  fubjea  in  Ireland, 
at  the  fame  rate  it  was  fold  in  England  ;  the  relbaint  on 
Jiawking  and  hunting  was   to  be  forborne  ^  the  votes  of  the 

privy- 
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Anno  1641.  the  iirft-fruits  of  what  might  be  ex|>e(5ted'  hom 
the  favorable  difpofition  of  public  affairs,  and 
the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  Englilh  reformers, 
in  not  only  redreffing  all  grievances,  but  in  taying 
a  firm  eftablilhment  for  aji  exalted  fyftem  oS 
Liberty. 
Bwiafe,  When  Strafford  was  fummoned  to  fight  agai«ft 

***  *         the  Scots,  he  left  the  government  of  Ireland, 

privy- CO unfellors  to  be  free  ;  the  regulation  of  fees  in  tlie 
evil  and  ecclefiaftical  courts,  and  thofe  of  the  cullonihourQ 
officers,  were  to  be  determined  by  parliament ;  wool  was  to 
be  tranfported  into  England  without  licence;  wearing  appa- 
rel and  horfes,  for  the  ufe  of  private  perfons,  were  to  be 
brought  in  and  out  cuftom-free  ;  the  tenures  of  fairs  and 
markets  were  to  be  determined  upon  a  fpecial  verdlftby  the 
judges  of  the  King's  Bench ;  the  affefling  and  billeting  fol- 
diers  to  be  reftrained  according  to  law;  quo  nvarrante*s  not 
to  be  fued  hut  upon  juft  caufes,  otherwil'e  reparation  to  be 
made  by  the  King's  officers  to  the  party  aggrieved ;  the  powes 
of  provoils-marfhal  to  be  limited,  and  exercifed  only  upon 
proclaimed  rebels,  or  to  bring  in  oiFenders  to  be  anfwerable 
to  the  law;  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Wards  and  Caftle- 
chamber  to  be  regulated  accoi:ding  to  the  courfe  of  the  St-ar- 
ehamber  and  court  of  Wards  in  England.  An  z&.  of  parlia- 
ment was  to  pafs,  to  limit  the  title  of  the  clergy  to  forty 
years ;  all  parties  who  had  been  conftrained  by  StraiFord 
to  give  up  impropriated  tythes  and  lands  to  the  church, 
were  to  commence  fuits  for  the  recovery  of  their  rights, 
without  any  interpoiition  of  suthority.  By  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council,  all  the  graces,  the  ei^abliihment  of  which  had 
been  heretofore  promifed,  but  IharaefuUy  eluded  by  Straf- 
ford, were  to  be  confirmed  by  parliament :  in  thefe  were 
concluded  the  limiting  the  title  of  the  crown  to  fixty  years, 
undthe  fecuring  the  eftates  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connaught, 
and  the  counties  of  Clare,  Limerick,  and  Tipperary ;  con- 
fequently  the  intended  plantation  was  to  be  difcharged,  and 
by  bill  to  be  declared  void.  Votes  of  peers  in  parliament 
were  retlrained  to  thofe  pofieiTed  of  a  certain  portion  of  lands, 
in  Ireland;  a  baron  two  hundred  a-year,  a  vifcount  four 
hundred,  and  an  earl  fix  hundred ;  this  body  of  men  were 
likewile  to  be  indulged  with  an  a6l,  enforcing  fome  trifling 
yet  pieafing  regulations  for  ranking  in  parliament.  Caru^s 
JLiJe  of  Ormond,  vol.1,  p.  140,  iS  j'eq, 

with 
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with  the  title  of  deputy,  to  his  creature  Wandef-  Anno  >64i, 
ford,  the  mailer  of  the  rolls.  Wandesford,  ob- 
lerving  the  current  ran  llrong  againft  his  patron^ 
prorogued  the  parliament :  he  attempted  to  flop 
their  committee  from  repairing  to  England  -,  but, 
on  the  interpofition  of  the  Englifh  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  commanded  to  give  way.  On  the 
profecution  of  Strafford,  Wandesford  died  of  fear 
and  vexation.  Sir  William  Parfons,  mafter  of 
the  Wards,  and  Sir  John  Borlafe,  mafter  of  the 
Ordnance,  men  at  this  time  very  agreeable  to  the 
Irifh  committee,  were  invefted  with  the  govern- 
ment *,  under  the  title  of  Lords- Juftices :  they 
were  united  to  the  prevailing  party  in  the  Englifh 
parliament,  and  ftrongly  abetted  the  popular  in- 
tereft  in  Ireland.  They  admitted  the  abatement 
of  the  fubfidy  from  forty  thoufand  pounds  to 
twelve  thoufand ;  prohibited  the  handling  of  civil 
caufes  at  the  council-board  ;  expedited  the  draw- 
ing the  bills  obtained  by  the  Irifli  committee  ; 
and:  gave  all  pofTible  encouragement  to  the  parlia- 
ment in  the  work  of  legal  reformation.  The 
houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  feem  to  have  imbi- 
bed from  the  Englifh  a  fpirit  utterly  unknown  to 
their  rude  and  fervile  anceftors  -f :  they  put 
twenty-four  queries  to  the  judges  concerning  the 
ftate  of  law  in  Ireland ;  the  judges  not  caring  to 

*  The  King  would  have  appointed  Ormond,  another  crea- 
ture of  Strafford,  and  efpecially  recommended  by  him,  to  the 
office  of  deputy  ;  but  the  Iri(h  committee  would  not  give  way 
to  it,  nor  to  the  appointment  of  the  lord  Dillon,  who  had 
engrafted  himfelf  by  marriage  into  the  Wentworth  family 
with  the  earl  of  Strafford's  fifter,  and  had  been  adive  in 
fome  of  the  late  illegal  proceedings.  Cartels  Life  of  Ormonde 
p.  1 16.   Borlafe^  p.  6. 

.,;  f  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  Irifh  houfe  of 
^Commons  impeached  feveral  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate  ; 
this  was  the  firft  precedent  of  the  kind  in  Ireland.  Vide  Cane, 
vol.  I. 

condemn. 
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Anno  1641.  condemn  themfelves,  and  render  their  paft  con- 
dud  fubje6t  to  an  impeachment,  gave  very  iin- 
latisfa6lory  anfvvers :  this  produced  twenty-one 
fpirited  declarations  *. 

*  The  following  are  the  declarations  of  the  Irifti  parlia- 
ment concerning  the  ftate  of  law,  and  the  conftitution  of 
Ireland. 

I.  The  fubjev^s  of  Ireland  are  a  free  people,  and  to  be 
governed  according  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
ftatutes  eftabliihed  in  their  own  parliaments. 

II.  The  judges  in  Ireland  ought  to  take  the  oath  eftabliihed 
in  fex'eral  parliaments,  and  ought  not,  under  any  pretext  of 
diredion  from  the  King,  to  hinder  or  delay  the  fuit  of  the 
fuljeft,  or  judgment  thereupon  ;  and  if  any  judge  be  found 
in  default  therein,  he  ought  to  undergo  due  punifhment,  ac- 
cording to  former  provifions  in  parliament,  or  as  fhall  be  de- 
clared in  parliament. 

III.  The  council  table  is  nd judicatory,  wherein.any  adion 
or  fuit  can  be  determined. 

IV.  Proceedings  before  the  chief  governor  alone,  in  an 
a£lion  or  fuit,   are  coram  non  judice^  and  void. 

V.  kW.  grants  of  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
realm,  and  therefore  void. 

VI.  The  citicers  of  ftate  ought  not  to  imprifon  thefubjeft 
but  in  cafes  where  the  common  law  of  the  realm  and  fiatutes 
do  enable;  and  ought  not  to  fine  or  cenfure  any  fubjeft  in 
mutilation  of  members,  Handing  in  the  pillory,  or  other 
fhameful  p'jnifnment,  in  any  cafe,  at  the  council-table; 
every  perfon  reflrained  of  their  liberty,  upon  demand  Ihall 
obtain  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  upon  the  true  caufe  of 
their  detainer  being  certified,  the  courts  of  juftice  ihall  do 
what  to  juftice  fhall  appertain,  either  by  delivering,  bailing, 
or  remanding  the  prifoner  orprifoners. 

W\.  An  a(5l  of  ftate  or  proclamation  cannot  bind  the  li- 
berty of  the  fubjed,  nor  alter  the  common  law  ;  and  the  judges 
of  the  lav/,  who  do  vote  for  fuch  afls  of  ftate,  are  punifhable 
as  violators  of  their  oaths  as  judges. 

VIII.  No  iubjedl  ought  to  be  fentenced  to  death  or  exe- 
cuted by  martial  law;  the  authors  and  aftorsofany  fuch 
fentence  or  execution  are  punifhable  by  the  law  of  the  land 
for  their  fo  doing-. 

IX.  No  man  ought  to  be  punifned  for  taking  a  voluntary 
oath  before  arbitrators,  for  the  affirmance  or  dis-affirmance 
of  any  thing  in  civil  caufes. 

X.  Nq 
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The  univerfity  at  Dublin  did  nor  efcape  thefe  -^""^  ^^^\ 
diligent  inquifitions  into  grievances.     Strafford, 

X.  No  man  is  bound,  or  ought  to  be  compelled,  to  ac- 
knowledge an  OiFence  laid  to  his  charge,  or  the  juilnefs  of  any 
cenfure  pafled  againft  him  ;  nor  any  fach  forced  confelTion  or 
acknovvledgmenc  ought  to  hinder  him  from  his  bill  of  revi- 
fal,  or  view  of  fentence  or  decree. 

XL  fudges  ought  not  to  deny  copies  of  indictments  to  the 
parties  indi«5led. 

Xlf.  The  railing  the  refpite  of  homage  iince  the  year  1 637 
was  arbitrary  and  againft  law;  and  the  barons  of  the  Exche^ 
quer  ought  not  to  diflinguiih  between  the  refpite  of  homage 
and  the  true  values  of  knights  fees. 

XIII.  The  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom  may  lawfully  repair 
into  England,  either  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  or  other  their 
cccaiions  ;  eminent  officers  of  ftate,  or  commanders  of  the 
army,  only  excepted. 

XIV.  Deaneries  are  not  de  mero  jure  donative,  but  feme 
are  donative,  fome  eledive,  and  fome  coiiative  ;  the  confir- 
mation of  the  bifhop's  grant  by  a  dean  de  fa£lo  \i2MVCi^j}alliini 
in  choro,  fjf  ••vocem  in  capitulo^  together  with  the  chapter,  is 
good  at  law. 

XV.  The  ilTuing  quo  'warranto'' s  againft  boroughs,  to  fhew 
caufe  why  they  fen  t  burgeifes  to  parliament,  and  all  the  pro- 
ceedings thereupon,  is  illegal  and  void  ;  the  right  of  fending 
burgeffes  to  parliament  being  queftionable  in  parliament  only ; 
and  the  occalioners,  procurers,  and  judges,  in  fuch  ^ija'w^r- 
?-^«/c'j  and  proceedings,  are  puniiliable  in  parliament. 

XVI.  Jurors  are  the  fole  judges  of  the  matter  of  facl,  and 
ought  not,  for  giving  their  verdift,  to  be  bound  over  to  the 
Caftle-chamber. 

XVII.  No  man  ought  to  be  cenfured  in  the  Caftle  chamber* 
in  the  mutilation  of  members,  or  other  brand  of  infamy,  or 
in  other  cafes  than  are  exprelly  limited  by  the  ftalutes  of  the 
realm  in  fuch  cafe  provided. 

XVIII.  In  the  cenfures  of  the  Star-chamber  efpecial  regard 
ought  to  be '  had  to  the  words  of  the  Great  Charter,  viz. 
*'  Salvo  contenemento^''^  &c. 

XIX.  A  felon  who  flies  the  courfe  of  juftice,  is  no  traitor, 
nor  a  proclamation  cannot  make  him  one. 

XX.  The  teftimony  of  convicled  or  protecled  rebels    and. 
felons  is  no  fufficient  evidence  in  iavv  on  a  trial  for  life;  and* 
the  credit  of  the  teftimony  of  perfons  accufed  or  impeached, 
and  not  convicled,  ought  to  be  left  to  the  jury. 

XXI.  The 
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•Anno  1641.  who  had  left  the  (lain  of  imperious  will  in  every 
department  of  government,  innovated  the  fettled 
regulations  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  :   Laud, 
for  this  purpofe,  was  chofen  chancellor :  he  drew 
up  a  body  of  ftatutes  on  the  fame  arbitrary  plan 
as  he  had  done  thofe  of  Oxford.     The   Irifh 
houfe  of  Commons  appointed  a  feledl  committee 
to  examine  the  charters  of  the  college,  and  ftatutes 
in  force  :    they  excepted  againft  many  of  them, 
pafTed  a  vote  in  condemnation  of  the  government 
of  the  univerfity,  authorifed  a  committee  topro- 
pofe  out  of  the  old  ftatutes  a  new  draught,  and 
forbad  the  provoft  and   fellows   to   make  any 
eledlions,    or  to  grant  any  leafes  until  they  had 
authority  from  parliament. 

Thus  was  the  ftate  of  Liberty  in  Ireland  at- 
tended with  thofe  additional  bleffings,  plenty, 
peace  and  fecurity.  Trade  and  manufadories 
flourilhed  •,  taxes  and  contributions  were  now  in 
a  manner  unknown  to  the  happy  fubjedls.  Nature, 
admitting  the  improvements  of  art,  adorned  the 
fertile  foil  with  a  new  face  of  beauty ;  whilft  the 
enjoyment  of  thefe  benefits  was  heightened  by  the 
confcious  pleafure  that  law  had  rendered  them 
permanent.  The  old  and  new  inhabitants,  Pro- 
teftants  and  Papifts,  were  equal  partakers  of 
thefe  advantages*,  and  linked  together  in  the 

XXI.  The  King  grants  lands  to  be  held  in  free  and  com- 
mon foccage,  as  of  a  caftle  or  manor,  by  letters  patent  under 
the  great  feal ;  and  by  the  fame  letters  patent,  or  by  other 
letters  patent,  grants  a  fair  and  market,  referving  a  yearly 
rent,  without  exprefling  any  tenure  ;  as  to  the  faid  fair  or 
market,  it  is  not  held  by  knight's  fervice  in  capite,  ot  othti' 
^\{tin  capite,     Nalfon^  vol.  II.   p.  584,  l3 /eg. 

*  Such  was  the  advantage  which  the  nativ<?  Irifh  found 
from  Englifh  commerce  and  cohabitation,  that  many  of  the 
Irifh  chieftains  turned  their  Irifh  tenants  out  of  their  lands, 
and  took  in  Englifh  ;  who  not  only  improved  their  farms, 
but  were  able  to  give  better  rents  i   on  the  other  hand,  the 

Englifh, 
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ilrong  tie  of  intereft.    Nor  was  this  the  only  J^""**^^** 
baliam  to  heal  antient  animofities ;  the  yet  more 
powerful  influence  of  focial  converfe,  alliance, 
inter-marriage,  and  confanguinity,  had  operated 
for  the  courfe  of  many  years.  Such  was  the  feem- 
ing  harmony  which  reigned  in  this  country  be- 
tween Papift  and  Proteftant,  that  it  gave  no  um-  ^^^e's  Life 
brage  to  the  latter  that  the  former  now  enjoyed  of  Ormoad, 
the  privilege  of  pradtifing  at  the  bar  as  lawyers,  p°'; ^3, 
ailing  in  the  capacity  of  Iheriffs,  and  other  ma-  cuthry^s 
giflracies,  without  taking  the  oath  of  fupremacy ;  ^'^029^^^ 
and  that  priefts  were  as  open  in  the  exercife  of  &  'cq. 
their  religion  as  the   Proteftant  clergy :  nor  did 
the  Englifli  parliament  fhew  at  this  jundure  any 
diftafte  at  thefe  immunities. 

This  was  but  a  fhort-liv'd  calm,  a  fatal  ftate  of  iria  infnt- 
fond  fecurity,  by  which   the  working  heads  of '^"^'''"^'^ 
ambitious  priefts  were  able  to  introduce  more""  ^^ 
diabolical  mifchiefs  than  perverted  religion,  in 
the  moft  depraved  ftate  of  man,  had  ever  yet  ef- 
fefed.     It  is  faid,  that  one  Roger  More,  of  ancane^sLife 

'    indigent  fortune,  yet  fwollen  with  fanciful  ideas  of  Orcn<iad, 
of  greatnefs   derived  from  family  defcent,  and  p°  156, 
Qwen  O'Neale,  a  colonel  in  the  Spanifti  fervice,  ^^''^* 
were  the  men  who  firft  formed  a  projejft  to  ex- 
pel the  Englifh,  and  aflert  the  independence  of 

-Ireland  *.     The  plan  was  propofed  to  lord  Mac- 

Bngliih,  becaufe  they  could  be  ferved  at  a  cheaper  rate,  em- 
::  ployed  the  Irifti.  Tempfe's  Hijlory  of  the  Irifb  RMliont  ed. 
.,1746,  p.  24,  ^ ftq, 

*  In  the  year  1639,  Strafford  had  the  intimation  of  a  plot 
,^  which  was  intended  againfl  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland  ;  but 
-  .  not  finding  it  ripe  for  execution,  and  not  caring  at  that  cri- 
tical time  to  raife  any  apprehenfions  of  a  body  of  men  he  in-, 
j    tended  to  arm,  he  gave  the  meffenger  who  brought  him  the 
.information  a  reward,  and  charged  him  to  conceal  the  mat- 
.ter,  and  never  again  appear  in  that  capacity.     During  the 
tinre  when  Strafford  was  in  Ireland,  his  chief  comrade  was 
•;  ..Sir  Toby  M.athews^  one  of  the  moft  turbulent  of  the  Englifh 
...:..;.  Jefuits, 
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Anno  1641.  gulre  and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale,  two  other  dilTo^ 

Elioln^  '  ^"^^  adventurers,   then  to  all  the  Irilh  chieftains, 

Boriafe,       who  rcadily  embraced  the  propofal,  on  receiving 

p.  £3,&req.  ii^teiijge^ce  from  one  Toole  O'Conley,  a  prieft, 

that  Owen  O'Neale  would  be  with  them  with  his 

regiment  of  Irifh  Papifts  fifteen  days  after  the 

Carte's  Life  rifing;.     They  were  likewife  aflured   by  More, 

lii%^""'^' that^the  ln{h  of  the  Pale  *,  or  the  old  Englifh, 

p.  ^s9,       being  all  of  them  Papifls,  would  join  their  bre- 

^^'^^'        thren;    that  the  Irilh  officers  in  the  Spanifh  fer- 

vice  had  promifed    alTiftance ;   the  pope  would 

fupply  money ;  cardinal  Richlieu  had  giveo  afr. 

furance  of  a  powerful  aid  -f  ;    and  the  SpanifH 

ambafTador  had  declared,    that  they  fhould  not 

fail  of  fuccors  from  Spain  '^.     It  was  refolved, 

that  the  caftle  of  Dublin  fhould    be  feized  ||  by 

Macguire,  Macmahon  §,    More,  Plunket,  Paul 

Jefuits.     T^e  Plot  or  Progrefs  of  the  Jrjjh  Rebellion,   a  pam^ 
phlet  printed  in  1644.     Carte's  Life  of  Ormond,^,  155.         ^ 

*  V/hat  is  cslled  the  Englifh  Pale,  is  a  large  circuit  o^land 
pofTeiTed  by  the  Engliih  at  the  time  of  the  firft  conqueft  of  Ire- 
land, and,  till  the  period  now  treated  of,  inhabited  by  thenir 
Temple' slitfory  of  the  lrij}:f  Rebellion^  4to  ed.  1724,  p.  35. 

f  Cardinal  Richlieu  had  formerly  promifed  Tyrone  to  af- 
fift  him  in  an  enterprize  on  Ireland,  as  foon  as  the  wars  in 
Italy  were  over.  Macguire^s  Evidence.  Nalfon,  vol.  I*i 
p.  549. 

X  The  Spaniih  ambaffador  told  colonel  Bourn,  an  Iriih- 
man,  that  if  the  Irifh  Papifts  would  take  advantage  of  the 
times,  and  rife,  their  raellengers  for  fupply  wouldbe  receive 
ed  in  Spain  under  canopies  of  gold.  Macguire^ s  Evidence » 
Nall'of:,  vol.  I.  p.  548. 

11  7^he  execution  of  fach  a  defign  would  have  been  eafy  jj; 
there  were  no  fortifications  about  the  city  and  fuburbs;  the 
lords  jullices,  out  of  a  due  regard  to  the  privileges  of  the 
inhabitants,  had  taken  care  not  to  quarter  any  foldiers  in  the 
town,  though  it  contained  fifteen  Papiils  to  one  Proteftant. 
Thus  the;  guarding  of  the  caille  was  configned  to  the  care  of 
eight  warders,  old  and  v^'eak  men,  and  forty  halberdiers. 
Cartels  Lfe  of  Orv^.ond,  vol.  I.  p.  168,  ^  fq. 

§  Macmahon  was  grandfon  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone* 

O'Neale, 
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0*Neale,  an  adlive  prieft,  and  others  -,  whilft,  on  ^""*»  '^4*- 
the  fame  day,  the  reft  of  the  adventurers  under- 
took to  feize  the  caftles  and  forts  of  the  feveral 
provinces.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  Odober, 
the  day  preceding  that  afligned  for  the  enter- 
prize  *,  the  city  of  Dublin  was  full  of  confpira- 
tors.  The  lords  juflices  had  received  fo me  dark 
and  general  hints  that  fchemes  of  importance 
were  tranfadtins*  amons;  the  Irifh  :  but  fuch  was 
that  apparent  harmony  and  union  of  intereft  be- 
tween the  Proteftant  and  Papift,  that  the  intelli- 
gence  was  totally  difregarded.  One  0*Conolly, 
an  Irilhman  and  a  Proteftant,  was  trufted  with 
the  fecret :  at  almoft  the  very  period  of  its  in- 
tended execution,  he  difcovered  it  to  the  juftices: 
thejuftices  fled  for  fafety  to  the  caftle,  reinforced 
the  guards,  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the  town. 
Macguire  and  Macmahon  were  taken.  The 
difcovery  of  a  general  infurrcdion  and  maflacre  't- 
was extorted  from  thefe  criminals,  but  too  late 
to  prevent  the  execution.  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale, 
and  the  reft  of  the  infernal  gang,  were  ^barba- 
roufly  pun6tual  to  the  villanies  they  had  pro- 
miied  to  perform.  The  perfons,  houfes,  cattle, 
and  goods  of  the  Englifh  were  feized  j  an  uni- 

*  The  commencement  of  this  revolt  was  fixed  to  the  win- 
ter feafon,  when  it  would  be  difficult  to  tranfport  troops  from 
England. 

f  Whilft  Macmahon  was  examining,  he  drew  on  the 
walls  thofe  reprefentations  which  prefentcd  themfelves  to  his 
fancy  concerning  the  tortures  he  fuppofeH  then  inflidling  oa 
the  Proteftants.  With  the  moft  hardened  impudence  he' told 
the  juftices,  that  all  the  Papiils  in  the  kingdom  v/ere  en- 
gaged in  the  plot ;  that  what  was  to  he  done  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  was  impp^Iilile 
for  the  wit  of  man  to  prevent  it:  it  was  true  they  had  him. 
in  their  power,  and  might  ufe  him  as  they  pleafed,  but  he 
was  fure  he  (hould  be  revenged.  BorUft^s  Hijf.  of  the  Irijh 
lnJurre6tion^  ed.  1680,  p*  20,  i^  feq.. 

Vol.  III.  F  ^      vsrfai 
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Anno  1641.  verfal  mafiacre  enfued  * ;  nor  age,  nor  fex,  nor 
infancy  were  fpared  ;  all  conditions  were  involved 
in  one  general  ruin.  In  vain  did  the  unhappy, 
vid:im  appeal  to  the  facred  ties  of  humanity, 
hofpitality,  family  conne(5i:ion,  and  all  the  tender 
obligations  of  focial  commerce  ♦,  companions, 
friends,  relations,  not  only  denied  protection, 
but  dealt  with  their  own  hands  the  fatal  blow. 
In  vain  did  the  pious  fon  plead  for  his  devoted 
parent;  himfelf  was  doomed  to  fuller  a  more 
premature  mortality.  In  vain  did  the  tender  mo- 
ther attempt  to  foften  the  obdurate  heart  of  the 
afTaffin,  in  behalf  of  her  helplefs  children  ;  Ilie 
was  referved  to  behold  them  cruelly  butchered, 
and  then  to  undergo  a  like  fate.  The  weeping 
wife,  lamenting  over  the  mangled  carcafe  of  her 
hufband,  experienced  a  death  no  lefs  horrid  than 
that  which  Ihe  deplored.  This  fcene  of  blood 
received  yet  a  deeper  (lain  from  the  wanton  ex- 
ercife  of  more  execrable  cruelty  than  had  ever  yet. 
occurred  to  the  warm  and  fertile  imagination  of 
Eaftern  barbarians.  Women,  v/hofe  feeble 
minds  received  a  yet  flronger  impreffion  of  reli- 
gious frenzy -f-,    were   more  ferocious  than  the 

*  Carte  fays,  that  tlie  Irifli  were  at  firft  bufy  in  plunder  ; 
that  the  mafiacre  did  not  begin  till  the  fecond  week  of  the 
infurre^ion,  when  the  rebels  had  fecured  to  themfelveo  the 
entire  counties  of  Tyrone,  Monaghan,  Longford,  Leytrim, 
Fermanagh,  Cavan,  Donnegal,  and  Derry.  On  their  feiz- 
ing  the  perfons  and  goods  of  the  Englifh,  they  would  tell, 
them,  "  We  only  take  your  goods  now,  but  worfe  will, 
follow."  Carte^  vol.  I.  p.  175,  ^  feq.  Report  of  the  ExU' 
minations  taken  before  Commi£ioners  appointed  by  the  Kin^s  Au- 
thority. 

t  Slaughtering  the  Englifh  was  reprefented  by  the  priefts 
as  the  mod  meritorious  of  religious  a(fts :  they  exhorted  the 
people,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  rid  the  world  of  thefe  de- 
clared enemies  to  the  Catholic  faith  and  piety.  The  mur- 
dering of  Proteftants,  they  faid,  would  be  a  good  preferva- 
tive  againft  the  pains  of  Purgatory;  nor 'would,  they  admi-' 

niilcr  ■ 


CHARLES      I.  6^ 

men  ;  and  children,  excited  by  the  example  and  ex-  Anno  1641. 
hortation  of  their  parents,^  ftained  their  innocent 
age  with  the  blackeft  deeds  of  human  butchery  *. 

nifter  the  facrament,  but  on  condition  that  neither  man,  wo- 
man, nor  child,  fhould  be  fpared.  Many  of  the  rebels 
would  fay,  after  bragging  of  the  number  of  barbarous  mur- 
ders they  had  committed,  that  they  knew  if  they  fhould  die, 
their  fouls  would  go  immediately  to  heaven.  Nay,  fo  much 
did  they  plume  themfelves  on  the  merit  of  thefe  exploits, 
that  an  abbot  was  heard  to  fay,  he  would  not  appeal  to 
the  mercy,  but  to  the  juftice,  of  God,  for  good  fuccefs  to 
the  undertakings  of  the  Papifls  in  Ireland.  The  Siege  of 
Drogheda  in  Ireland'  Appendix  to  the  Siege  of  Drogheda* 
Depojjtions  in  Temple's  Hifory  of  the  Irijh  Rebellion, 

*  Though  the  faithful  page  of  hiftory  muft  hand  down  to 
pofterity,  with  a  minute  exa6lnefs,   the  villanies  as  well   as 
the  virtues  of  mankind,  yet,  as  a  particular  detail  of  the 
fulterings  inflidled  on  the  poor,   defencelefs,   innocent  Pro- 
tellants,  is  a  reprefentation  too  (hocking  to  be  dwelt  on  by 
a  delicate   humane  mind,    I  think  it  necefiary  to  give  the 
reader  an  item,  that   the  following  note  will  imprels  on  his 
imagination,    images  of  the  moft  horrid  kind.     Some  thou- 
fands  of  Englilh  were  burnt  in   their  houfes,   others  were 
ilripped  naked,  and,  in  hundreds  in  a  drove,   pricked  for- 
wards with  fwords  and  fpikes  to  river  fides,  and  from  thence 
pulhed  headlong  into  the  ftream  ;  fome  were  manacled  and 
thrown   into  dungeons,   and  there  left  to  perifii  at  leifure  ; 
others  were  mangled,  and  left  to  languifti  in  the  highways  ; 
Tome  were  happy  enough  to  fufFer  the  milder  death  of  hang- 
ing ;  other  more  unfortunate  vvretcltes  were  buried  alive — - 
this  was  the  fate  of  a  poor  little  infant,  who,  whilft  he  was 
putting  in  the  grave,  cried  out  to  his  dead  parent,  "  Mam- 
my, mammy,  fave  me  1"  yet  could  not  his  innocent  cry  pierce 
the  heart  of  the  hardened  wretch  from  whom  he  received  his 
fate  ;    fome  were  mangled  and  hung   upon   tenter-hooks  ; 
fome,  with  topes  round  their  necks,  were  dragged  through 
woods,  bogs,  and  ditches,  till  they  died;  fome  were  hanged 
up  by  the  arms,  and  then  cut  and  llalhed,  to  fee  how  many 
wounds  an  Engliihman  could  endure  ;  feme  were  ripped  up, 
and    their  entrails  left  hanging  about  their  heels.     Thefe 
kinds  of  cruelties   were  exerciied   on  children  of  all  ages, 
and  many  women  with  child   fuirered  the  fame  fate.     Chil- 
dren were  forced  to  carry  their  fick  and  aged  parents  to  the 
place  of  (laughter  ;    there  were  of  thefe  barbarians  fome  {o 
iriLrenious  in  their  cruelty,  as  to  tempt  their  prifoners,  'wi.l> 
ilit^  lior>es  of  prefcrving  their  lives,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in. 

F  2  the 
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Anno  1641.  The  perfonsoftheEnglifh  were  not  the  only  vid:ims 
to  the  general  rage:  their  commodious  houfes 
and  magnificent  buildings  were  either  coniiimed 
with  fire,  or  laid  level  with  the  sround.     Their 

the  blood  of  their  relations.  Children  were,  in  this  manner, 
impelled  to  be  executioners  of  their  parents,  wives  of  their 
hulbands,  mothers  of  their  children ;  and  then,  when  they 
were  thus  rendered  accomplices  in  guilr,  they  were  deprived 
of  that  life  they  endeavoured  to  purchafe  at  To  horrid  a  price. 
Children  were  boiled  to  death  in  cauldrons  ;  fome  wretches 
were  flayed  alive  ;  others  were  ftoned  to  death  ;  others  had 
their  eyes  plucked  out,  their  ears,  nofe,  cheeks,  and  hands 
cut  off,  and  thus  rendered  fpedtacles  to  fatiate  the  malice  of 
their  enemies  ;  fome  were  buried  up  to  the  chin,  and 
there  left  to  perilh  by  degrees.  One  Proteftant  minifter 
was  put  into  a  cafk  lined  with  iron  fpikes,  and  then  rolled 
op  and  d®vvn  till  he  was  dead.  Parents  were  roafted  to 
death  before  their  children,  and  children  before  their  pa- 
rents. When  any  one,  on  the  brink  of  mortality,  deiired 
leave  to  fay  a  fhort  prayer,  the  bigoted  barbarians  would 
exult  over  the  fearful  wretch,  and  tell  him,  that  the  agonies 
to  be  inflicted  were  but  the  beginning  of  infinite  and  eter- 
nal torments.  When  any  of  thefe  vidims,  by  the  dread  of 
fufFering,  were  drawn  to  profefs  the  articles  of  Popery,  they 
would  tell  them,  they  were  in  a  good  faith,  that  they  would 
prevent  their  falling  from  it  and  returning  to  herefy;  and 
on  this  would  cut  their  throats.  If  any  efcapedthe  murder- 
ing hands  of  thefe  human  fiends,  they  were  hunted,  baited, 
and  worried  to  death  by  their  dogs.  Nor  could  the  mi- 
ferable  condition  of  thefe  wretches'  excruciating  pangs, 
their  anguifh  of  mind,  their  agony  of  defpair,  aifuage  th^t 
luft  of  cruelty  which  precept,  bigotry,  national  prejudice, 
and  the  contsgion  of  example,  had  kindled  in  the  depraved 
nature  of  their  brutal  enemies,  Jn  the  laft  flroke  of  death 
they  expreifed  their  malice  with  the  following  valediction^ 
*'  Thy  foul  to  the  Devil  T*  and.  at  the  hazard  of  a  conta* 
gion,  obltinatcly  refufed  burial  to  their  mangled  bodies. — 
The  number  of  thofe  who  died  of  the  inhumanities  fufFered 
from  the  Iriih  Papifts,  are  not  thoroughly  afcertairfed  :  Ac- 
cording to  the  computation  of  the  rebels,  they  had  flain  one. 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  in  the  province  of  Ulfter 
only.  Milton^ s  JLkonoclaJies.  The  Siege  of  Drogheda  in  Ire' 
land.  Appendix  to  the  Siege  of  Droghedzi.  Report  of  the  Exa- 
7ninations  taken  before  C ommijjioners  appointed  hy  the  King's  Au- 
thority.    RemCnJirance  from  Ireland, 
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cattle,  though  now  part  of  the  pofTefllon  of  their  Am  o  1641. 
murderers,  becaufe  they  had  belonged  to  abhor- 
red heretics,  were  either  killed  outright  *,  or  co- 
vered with  wounds,  turned  loofe  into  the  woods 
and  defarts,    there  to  abide  a  lingering  painful 
end  +.     This  amazins;  unexpeded  fcene  of  hor-  J«"^^^«'V 
jTor  was  yet  heightened   by  the   bitter  reviiings,  jrifh  Rebel- 
imprecations,  threats,    and  infults,  which  every  ^»j?^'  p-  ^^^ 
where  refounded   in  the  ears  of  the  aftonifhed 
Englifh.     Their  fighs,  groans,  Ihrieks,  cries,  and 
bitter  lamentations,  were  anfwered  with  "  Spare 
neither  man,  woman,    nor  child  ;    the  Englilh 
are  meat  for  dogs ;    there  fhall  not  be  one  drop 
of  Englilh  blood  left  v/ithin  the  kingdom.'*  Nor 
did  there  want  the  moft  barbarous  infults   and 
exultation,  on  beholding  thofe  expreiHons  of  ago- 
nizing pain  which  a  variety  of  torments  extorted. 
This  was  the  fcene  which  Uliler  produced. 

In  the  other  provinces,    where   they  profefied  j^^^^^^  gg^ 
humanity,    they  commited  many  ads   of  blood  ^feq. 
and  cruelty,    and  not  only  expelled  the  Englifti 

*  If  they  turned  any  of  thefe  poor  beafts  to  life,  they  cut 
their  legs  and  flefh  off  when  alive,  and  then  kept  them  three 
or  four  days  in  exquiiite  torment.  Garte  fays,  that  many 
thoufands  of  thefe  animals,  whom  rapine  had  made  their 
O'rVn,  and  which  were  necefTary  for  their  fuftenance,  they 
deftroyed  m  thefe  fenfelefs  expreffions  of  rage.  TewpU^s 
Hifi.   of  the  Irijh  Reh^IlionT,  Svo  ed.  p.  197.     Carte's  Life  of 

.  Ormondy  vol.  I.  p.  177. 

f  The  wickednefs  of  thefe  a£ls  was  improved  by  a  per- 
fidious breach  of  the  laws  of  hofpitali ty ;  the  Iriih  lodging 

.  themfelves  the  night  before  and  feafting  at  the  expence  of 
thofe  they  intended  to  murder  the  next  day.  Ch^rlemont, 
a  confiderable  fort,  was  furprized  in  this  manner  by  Sir 
Phelim  O'Neale  :  he  fent  to  Sir  Tobias  Caulfield,  the  go- 
vernor, that  he  would  vifit  him  :  Sir  Tobias,  according  to 
the  hofpitable  cuftom  of  the  iriih,  feafted   him  and  all  his 

.    train;    towards  the  evening,  the  unfufpedlng  landlord  and 
kis  whole  houfe  were  feized,  and  almoft  all  murdered,  a  few 
making  their  efcape,     Borlaf^s  Hiji.^g.  i^^    i^  feq-     Cartels 
■'i^'fi  of  Qrmondf  ^.  172,   l^ feq, 
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Annoi64i.  their  houfes,  defpoiled  thernof  their  goods,  wafted 
Remon-  thcir  lands,  but  ftripped  them  naked,  and  turn' 
fhTdift^er-  ^^  them  out  to  the  le verities  of  a  very  fharp  lea- 
fed Prcteii-  Ion.  Among  the  multitudes  v/ho  experienced 
p"ovin"cJof  this  treatment,  the  greater  number,  through  fee- 
M-anfter.  bknels  of  age,  or  fex,  or  conftitution,  funk  un- 
tioriTJak'n.  ^^^  ^hc  Hgor  of  coM  .^and  hunger  ;  many  of 
before  the  thofe  who  reached  Dublin  died  of  the  difeafes 
miffioners"?"  they  had  contraded,  notwithftanding  great  care 
Temple,  ^^d  application  were  ufed  to  recover  them ; 
T724,p?ic2i  others,  of  keen  feniations,  refleding  on  the  hor- 
ror of  their  fate,  from  a  fhate  of  plenty  reduced 
to  all  the  miferies  of  poverty,  with  the  additional 
lofs  of  parents,  hufoands,  wives,  and  children, 
abandoning  themfelves  to  defpair,  refufed  all  re- 
fouree  but  death,  the  only  relief  which  could  be 
.  found  for  fuch  multiplied  calamities  *.  Nor  was 
the  exercife  of  rapine  and  blood  confined  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  rebels ;  men  of  rank  not  only  prac- 
tifed  thefe  enormities,  but  ftimulated  the  brutal 
inclinations  of  their  followers  f .     The  opportu- 

*  Such  lyimbgrs  of  refugees  died  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
that  the  church  yards  in  the  town  not  being  fufficient  to 
contain  them,  two  large  pieces  of  ncv/  ground  were  taken  in, 
and  fet  apart  for  this  particular  ufe.  Temple,  8vo  ed.  p.  94, 
l^Jeq, 

t  It  is  pretended,  that  the  barbarities  committed  by  the 
Irifh  fprung  from  the  impious  policy  of  Ever  Macmahon, 
titular  bilhop  of  Downe,  and  Sir  PhelimO'Neale,  who  find- 
ing himfelf  fuccefsful  beyond  his  moft  fanguine  wifhes,  and 
having  gathered  together,  in  the  fpace  of  a  week,  thirty 
thoufand  followers,  had  the  foolifh  prefumption  to  fet  him- 
felf up, as  king  of  UlUer.  He,  being  a  weak  man,  had  no 
other  plan  of  keeping  his  adherents  attached  to  him,  but  by 
making  them  partakers  in  his  horrid  villanies,  and  pipping 
them  fo  deep  in  blood  and  afts  of  cruelty,  that,  defpairing 
of  pardon  from  the  Englifli  government,  they  fhould  find 
themfelves  obliged  from  neceflity  to  adhere  to  his  fortunes. 
His  fcheme  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  produce  the  following  re- 
fiedlion  in  thefe  ruffians ;    '*  No\y,  argued  they,  we  have, 
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'  nlty  they  found  to  glut  their  malice  has  been  itii-  -^""0  1641- 
puted  to  a  default  in  the  condudl  of  the  unhappy  ^^Td!* 
fufferers;^  who,  ihftead  of  deferring  their  habita-  p.  134** 
tions,  and  alfembling  together  for  mutual  defence,  ^  ^^'^^ 
relied  on  the  protection  offered   them   by  their 
'fuppofed  friends,    their  landlords,  tenants,  and 
■neighbors,  of  the  Irifh  families  "^,  who,  on  the 
faith   of  the  mod  folemn  engagements,  got  pof- 
felTion  of  their  goods,  and  then  either  murdered 
them  themfelves,  or  delivered  them  up  to  other 
deftroyers.     If,  by  a  courage  afTumed  from  def-  Hume. 
pair,  any  families  ftood  on  their  defence,  they 
"we're  di farmed  by  promifes  of  fafety  given  under 
hand  and  feal,    with  the   fevered  execrations; 
but,  on  their  furrender,  they  experienced  from 
the  hands  of  the  perfidious  villains  the  fame  fate 
which  had  been  impofed  on  their  countrymen.  In 
.  this  manner  was  the  Englifh  colony  exterminated 
in  Ulfter. 

The  Scots,    from  their  numbers   being  more 
feared  by  the  rebels,    they  affeded  at  firfl  to 

without  injury,  without  any  kind  of  provocation,  aiTaulted 
the  Englifh  in  this  cruel  manner,  they  who  have  nouriflied 
us  in  their  families  as  their  own  children,  and  have  made  no 
diiFerence  between  their  countrymen  and  us,  now  that  we 
have  requited  them-  fuch  bitter  evil  for  good,  they  will  never 
trufl  us  hereafter,  and  we  muft  either  deftroy  them  entirely, 
or  be  deftroyed  by  them."  Temple^  8vo  ed.  p.  i66.  Carte^ 
vol.  I.  p.  176.  ; 

*  They  were  in  fome  manner  obliged  to  repofe  this  kind 
of  confidence  in  the  Irifti,  from  the  circumftance  of  their  not 
being  provided  with  arms  to  defend  themfelves.  The  impi- 
ous policy  of  Strafford  had  in  a  manner  difarmed  the  fub- 
je6ls  ;  they  were  forbidden  to  fell,  or  keep  in  their  houfes, 
either  powder  or  arms,  fave  only  what  was  allowed  from  the 
:King's  llore-houfe  at  Dublin,  Powder  they  were  obliged  to 
buy  of  the  King  for  two  fhilli*igs  a  pound,  and  were  not  al- 
lowed to  have  above  five  pounds  by  them  at'  a  time. 

F  4  fpare, 
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Attfio  1641.  fpare  *,  on  the  confideration  that  they  were  not 
foreigners,  but,  in  their  original,  of  the  common 
{lock  with  the  Irilh  f .  This  policy  did  not  take 
its  intended  efred;  the  Scots  rofe,  to  the  num- 
ber of  five  thoufand,  and  made  fome  head  agSTTTft 
the  rebels ;  but  thcfe  encreafing  daily  in  ftrength, 
the  Scots  were  in  their-turn  attacked,  murdered, 
obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  their  native  country,  or 
fly  to  places  of  fecurity,  and  thus  leave  their 
lands  to  be  defpoiled  by  the  enemy:):. 

*  A  proclamation  was  ilTued  out,  that  no  Scotchman,  on 
pain  of  death,  fhould  be  molefted  in  body,  goods,  or  land. 
Carte's  Life  of  Or mond,  vol.  1.   p.  178. 

•f  On  the  prefumption  c>f  treaties  ftill  fubfifting  between 
the  old  Irifh  and  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  the  Iriih  fancied 
the  Scots  fo  much  their  friend?,  that,  even  when  forces 
landed  from  that  country  to  afTiil  tlie  Engliih  government, 
they  fondly  believed  they  came  in  the  charafler  of  friends ; 
and  on  this  event  releafed  fome  of  their  Scotch  prifoners, 
with  an  injunftion  that  they  fliould  afl  with  thefe  forces. 
Jlppendix  to  the  Hiflcry  of  the  Siege  of  Drogheda. 

%  To  take  off  the  odium  which  the  principles  of  Popery 
have  incurred,  from  various  crimes  of  perfidy  and  cruelty 
haying  been  perpetrated  by  that  fe£l,  the  friends  and  follow- 
ers of  the  Romiih  faith  have  endeavored  to  deceive  the  cre- 
dulous, the  ignorant,  and  the  idle,  into  an  opinion  that 
circumftances  have  been  greatly  aggravated  in  relation  to  the 
bloody  fads  which,  at  \'arious  times,  have  been  charged  on 
Papifis.  The  Irifh  infurreflion,  a  facl  which,  v/ith  all  its 
clrcum (lances  of  horror,  has  been  handed  down  to  poflerity 
with  the  concurrent  evidence  of  its  cotemporary  writers,  and 
•n  the  moil  authentic  authorities,  has,  on  various  occafions, 
been  attempted,  by  all  the  arts  of  fophiilry,  to  be  foftened, 
and  the  Irifh  maflacrifts  have  met  with  their  advocates:  but 
modern  times  alone  have  produced  one  bold  enough  to€XCul- 
pate  them  entirely  from  guilt.  Such  is  the  defien  of  a  per- 
formance, entitl-ed  **  The  Trial  of  the  Roman  Catholics,'' 
and  publilbed  in  1764;  butfurely  not  with  the  approbation 
of  that  body.  1  fhould  hope,  in  this  enlightened  civilized 
age  and  country,  that  the  P.ipifrs  themfelves,  abhorring  the 
atrocious  deeds  of  their  deluded  anceilors,  would,  from  prin- 
ciples of  juflice,  humanity,  and  a  fpirit  of  proper  refent- 

ment, 
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The  faving  of  Dublin  having  preferved  a  place  -^^^^  ^^^^* 

went,  rejoice  to  fee  them  handed  down  to  poflerity  with  all 
the  marks  of  infamy  they  fo  well  deferve. 
,  The  author  of  the  before-mentioned  tradl,  after  dwelling 
^pon  the  antient  animofities  which  fub'llled  between  the  Eng- 
lifti  and  the  Irifh,  a  circumftance  which  has  little  to  do  with 
an  infurrcdlion  begun  when  civil  contrails  were  formed  and 
jnutual  confidence  had  taken  place,  pretends,  that  the  feveri- 
ties  of  the  Englifh  government  were  fuch,  that,  from  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  felf-defence,  the  Irifh  were  authorized  in  their 
aft  of  infurgency.  The  feverities  praclifed  by  Charles  on  the 
Irifh  Papifts,  the  fruits  of  his  iniquitous  deiire  to  extend  the 
power  and  property  of  the  erown,  had  been  equally  inflicted 
on  the  Irifh  Proteftants ;  and,  at  the  very  period  of  the  in- 
furredlion,  by  an  apparent  coalition  of  the  two  parties,  were 
in  a  fair  way  to  be  redrefled :  But  an  equal  enjoyment  of 
privileges  w,as  as  oppofite  to  the  views  of  the  Catholics,  ns' 
the  ading  on  principles  of  Liberty  was  oppofite  to  their  reli- 
gious prejudices.  The  vindicator  of  the  Irifli  mafTacrifls 
might,  with  much  more  probability,  and  lefs  contradiction  to 
his  other  afTertions,  avow,  fhat  this  body  thought  they  had  fo 
much  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  government,  for  the  par- 
tial favors  they  had  received,  and  the  farther  immunities 
they  were  promifed,  that  the  afts  of  violence  they  committed 
on  their  fellow  fubjefls  werQ  in  pure  compliance  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  King,  and  with  an  intention  to  extend  rather 
than  reftrain  a  power  from  which  they  expetSled  to  regain 
fplendor  to  their  religion,  at  the  expence  of  fubjeding  them- 
felves  to  all  the  ignominious  miferies  which  attend  civil  and 
religious  fervitude.  This  conceiTion  would  agree  with  their 
known  principles,  their  declarations,  and  the  affertions  of 
the  author. 

*'  The  principles  of  their  religion,  fays  he,  preach  peace, 
adive  obedience,  and  pafTjve  fubmiffion,  to  all  civil  eflablifl?- 
ments  under  which  they  Ihall  happen  to  live  ;  and  their  con- 
dud  hath  been  proved  invariably  conformable  to  the  faid 
precept,  from  generation  to  generation,  beyond  the  memory 
of  man."  Thouah  the  truth  of  this  affertion  is  evinced  bv 
the  abjed  flavery  fabmiflively  endured  by  Roman  Catholic 
focletles  from  century  to  century,  and  under  which  almoft 
every  fl:ate  profeffing  that  religion  at  prefent  languifhes,  yet  it 
is  an  abfolute  contradidion  to  that  rational  principle  of  fe]f- 
defence  on  which  the  author  endeavors  to  ground  his  vindi- 
cation of  the  infurredion  of  the  year  1641.  But  what  does 
he  mean  by  an  affertion  fo  oppofite  to  his  plan  of  vindication  ? 

fureiy 
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Anno  1641.  of  refuge  to  the  Englifh,    it  received  within  its 

furely  not  to  recommend  the  Roman  Catholics  to  "their  feliovv- 
fubjefis  of  the  Britifh  empire:  A  people  whofe  **  religious 
'  principles  teach  them  aflive  obedience  and  paffiv^e  fubiuiffion 
to  all  civil  ertabJiiliments  under  which  they  fhali  happen  to 
live,"  whether  thofe  eflablifliments  are  introduced  by  fraud, 
violence,  or  common  afTent,  whether  calculated  for  general 
or  partial  good,  whether  tyrannical  or  legal,  may  indeed,  as 
proper  tools  of  iniquity,  be  looked  on  with  an  eye  of  favor 
by  ill-defigning  governors,  but,  on  this  account,  muft  be 
regarded  with  contempt,  jealoufy,  and  averfion,  by  a  people 
whopofTefs  the  bleffings  of  Liberty,  who  know  its  value,  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  equal  rights  of  men,  and  underftand 

the  rational  principles  of  government   and  fubjeiftion.-^ 

Could  the  intention  of  the  author,  in  the  fore- mentioned 
aflertioni  admit  of  doubt,  it  is  fully  cleared  by  the  following 
paiTage  preceding  jt :  "  Speculative  errors,  or  ignorance, 
fays  he,  may,  in  certain  cafes,  be  more  than  politically  inno- 
cent;  they  may  be  politically  ufeful:  Auricular  confeffions, 
purgatories,  fails,  and  penances,  are,  to  the  members  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  whatdifcipline-is  in  the  military  department ; 
they  preferve  Roman  Catholics  in  the  familiar  ufe  and  pradlice 
of  daily  obedience  :  and  this  habit  of  refpeft  and  fubmiiiion  to 
eccleiialiical  difcipline  is  not  unnaturally  attended  with  refpeft 
and  fubmiiiion  to  the  fecular  powers.  Thus,,  the  obedience  of 
thefe  people  to  the  authority  of  their  church  is  an  earnefl  of 
their  obedience  to  the  authority  of  all  ilates,  whether  Hea- 
then or  Chrillian,  under  which  they  live.  Wecannot,  indeed, 
boail  of  their  being  iHcklers  for  popular  rights,  or  cham- 
pions for  Liberty,  but  we  can  trul^y  aiiirm  that  they  are  the 
moil:  loyal  and  amenable  of  all  fubjeds  under  the  fun." 

With  an  intention  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  the  Catholics, 
their  vindicator  endeavors  to  ihew,  that  they  were  forced  into 
the  aft  of  rebellion  by  the  condudl  of  their  governors,  fram- 
ed for  the  purpofes  of  their  deftruftion  ;  but  he  totally  de- 
Uroys  the  force  of  this  affertion  by  confeiTing,  that  feveral 
malcontent  Irifh,  of  Englilh  extraction,  being  advifed  of  the 
commotions  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  fomenting  of  jealoafies 
between  the  King  andEnglilh  parliament,  looked  on  this  as 
a  fit  feafon,  w4th  the  affiftance  of  foreign  forces,  to  recover 
their  lapfed  efl^ates,  and  to  ellablifii  the  religion  of  their  fore- 
fathers ;  and,  in  this  view,  warmly,  though  privately,  foli- 
cited  aid  from  the  fcjveral  Catholic  powers  of  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy. 

The  grounds  on  which  he  attempts  to  juftlfy  the  Iriih  maf- 
facfiils  from  the  cruelties  with  which  they  have  been  charged, 

has 
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gates  multitudes  of  thofe  wretched  fupplicants  •,  Annoi54i. 

•lias  a  foundation  exteniive   enough  to  vindicate  the  feft  of 
Papifts  from  every  enormity  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
guilty  of;  viz.  That  the  narrative  of  the  maffacre  had  been 
handed  down  to  poflerity  by  Protellant,    or  rather  Puritan,  _ 
writers.  Thi^  afiertion  its  falfe  ;   for  the  earl  of  Clanrickard, 
a  Papift,  Clarendon,  Carte,  and  others  of  the  high-church 
party,  agree  in  'moft  of  the  particulars  v/hich  he  pretends  to 
deny.     But  granting-  it  to  be  true,  may  not  the  reality  of  the 
maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  on  the  fame  pretenfion,  viz. 
that  {launch  Proteftants  alone  had  handed  it  down  to  pofterity, 
with  all  its  horrid  circumftanc€s,  be  with  equal  reafon  denied? 
Not  to  mention  the  puerile  advantages  he  takes  in  framing 
thofe  arguments  he  pretends  to  combat,  this  author,  after 
ellabiiiJung   the   fore- mentioned    principle  of  jullification, 
grounds  great  matter  of  triumph  in  the  inaccuracies  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  lord  Clarendon's  account  of  the  maffa- 
cre.   Surely  any  opponent  but  ferjeant  Statute  would  on  this 
particular  have  not  only  obferved,  that  this  circumilance  had 
little  to  do  with  the  argument,  viz.  the  realities  of  the  maf- 
facres  faid  to  be  committed  by  the  Irifh,  bat  that  a  regular 
confiflent  account  of  the  progrefs   of  the  infurreclion   and 
mafiacre  is  to  be  found  in  the  letters  tranfmitted   from  the 
lords  juftices  to  the  parliament   and  ilate  of  England  ;    and 
that  with  this  account  agree  the  earl  of  Clanrickard,  Sir  John 
Temple,  Carte,  and  ail  the  writers  of  note  vv'ho  have  created 
of  that  infurredion. 

It  is  next  pretended,  on  the  authority  of  a  calculation 
made,  and  an  opinion  given,  by  Sir  William  Petty,  fecre- 
tary  to  Ireton  in  his  capacity  of  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  that 
the  number  of  Proteftants  rriaiTavred  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
rebellion  did  not  amount  to  the  number  mentioned  by  the 
hiflorians  of  thofe  times,  and  confclfed  by  the  maiTacrifts 
themfelves.  Sir  William  Petty's  obfervation  is  confined  to 
the  Engiifh  fuiFerers :  now,  of  the  Britifh  fettlers  the  Englifh 
were  by  much  the  leaft  part,  and  the  Scots,  in  their  turn, 
experienced  from  the  cruelty  of  the  Catholics  a  fate  equally 
ftverQ:  thefe,  it  mull  be  fuppofed,  were  comprized  in  the 
confeflion  of  the  murderers,  and  in  the  account  of  the  v/riters 
cotemporary  to  thefe  times.  But  granting  that  the  number 
of  Proteflants  murdered  in  the  firfl  year  of  the  rebellion  was 
much  inferior  to  what  has  been  generally  imagined,  fuch  a 
circumilance  has  little  weight,  either  in  jullification  of  the 
principles  of  a  religion  which  infligated  Uiat  bloody  mafiacre, 
pr  its  perpetrators;    fmce  it  is  certain,    that  almofl  all  who 

fell 
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^nno  1641.  and  there   not   being  at  this  time  above  three 

fe\}  into  their  hands,  in  the  iirft  ftages  of  that Tebellion,  either 
were  killed  outright  by  the  rebels,  or  died  of  the  cruelties 
they  fuffered  from  them  ;  and  if  any  did  cfc^pe  it  was  a  very 
few,  from  whofe  fervice  they  intended  to  reap  advantage  ; 
fuch  as  Bedel  bifiiop  of  Kilmore,  or  others,  whom  they  were 
obliged  to  deliver  up,  for  prifpners  of  confequence  of  their 
own  party  taken  by  the  ftate.  And  fo  equally  tainted  were 
all  the  liiik  Catholics  with  the  fpirit  of  cruelty,  that  the 
Englifh  of  the  Pale,  after  they  entered  into  rebellion,  ^e|e 
as  highly  guilty  in  this  particular  as  the  mere  Irifh.  "? 

But  of  all  the  trivial  cirCumftances  with  which  the  au- 
thor of  the  Trial  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  availed  him- 
felf  in  defence  of  the  Irifti  maffacrifts,  there  is  none  in 
which  he  fo  highly  exults  as  the  following ;  viz.  That  the 
minds  of  the  Proteftants,  to  whom  fancy  ftill  reprefented 
the  (hocking  feenes  they  had  beheld,  were  perplexed  with 
delufive  vifions  of  the  ghofts  of  their  brethren,  wandering 
about  from  place  to  place,  and  crying  for  revenge.  The 
guilty  Papiils  were  equally  haunted  with  thefe  vifions. :as 
were  the  diftreffed  Proteftants.  It  was,  in  that  fuperftitious 
age,  a  very  natural  confequence  of  the  bloody  tranfadlion ; 
but  is  by  no  means  of  force  fuScient  to  deftroy  the  legal 
evidence  ef  depofitions  taken  upon  oath,  on  matters  of  a 
nature  on  which  the  deponents  were  not  liable  to  decep- 
tion :  its  fcanding  upon  record,  among  the  other  matters  of 
evidence,  fufSciently  evinces  the  lincerity  of  thofe  appointed 
bv'  authority  to  take  the  depofitions;  whom  the  author  very 
freely,  without  bringing  the  flighteft  proof  againft>  brands 
with  the  higheft  infamy. 

Though  I  have  no  defign  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  on 
the  principles  of  Popery,  yet  I  cannot  help  obferving  on  a 
quaintnefs  of  the  fore- mentioned  author.  **  The  good  prin- 
ciples of  a  church,  fays  he,  are  not  neceffarily  attended  by 
conformable  practices ;  and  confequently  the  ev^I  principles 
of  a  church  are  not  necelTarily  produi5live  of  the  evil  prac- 
tices of  iis  members.'*  This  is  faying  very  little  in  favor 
of  Popery  or  its  profefTors  ;  fince,  though  fuch  is  that  apt- 
nefs  to  vice  in  mankind  that  right  principles  in  religion  will 
not  fufficiently  reftrajn  it,  it  will  naturally  be  more  predo- 
minant in  thofe  whofe  confciences  are  direcled  by  evil  prin- 
ciples in  religion  j  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that  evil  a<flions 
in  men  do  not  proceed  from  irregular  appetites,  but  from 
a  perverfe  inclination  to  3(5t  contrary  to  their  convidion 
of  right. 

Net  with- 
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thoufand  troops  in  the  whole  kingdom  *,  fome  Anno  1641* 

Notwithftanding  the  great  pains  which  have  been  taken  by 
this  author,  the  Irifti  mafTacrifts,  cannot  I  think  to  an  un- 
prejudiced mind,  ftand  exculpated  from  a  charge  founded 
on  the  concurrence  of  the  cotemporary  writers  of  all  par- 
ties, on  the  depofitions  of  witnefles  taken  upon  oath,  ftn4 
their  own  confeflion  * ;  and  this  on  fuch  trifling  circum- 
ftances  as  their  vindicator  has  alledged  in  their  defence,  en- 
forced by  an  obfervation,  that,  during  the  regency  of  Crom- 
well, no  one  would  dare  to  print  or  publifh  a  fyllable  in 
favor  of  Papifts.  This  is  not  true;  becaufe  Cromwell,  to 
ipromote  his  ambitious  views,  declared  himfelf  the  protedlor 
of,  and  in  their  turns  aftually  favored,  the  followers  of 
every  church,  not  excepting  the  Papifts  f  ;  many  of  whom 
paid  him  the  higheft  incenfe  of  flattery.  But  granting  no 
fuch  thing  could  be  attempted  during  the  time  of  Crom- 
well's ufurpation,  what  prevented  the  Iri(h  Papifls  from  clear- 
ing themfelves  of  fuch  grofs  imputations  in  the  life  of  their 
patron  Charles  I.  who  was  regarded  as  a  party  in  the  infur- 
region,  wliofe  <:hara£ler  was  involved  in  their  conduct,  to 
whofe  court^nd  prefence  many  of  their  leaders  reforted,  and 
converfed  freely  with  his  minifters  and  followers  ?  But  we 
find  no  traces  of  any  fuch  attempt  ;  not  even  in  Clarendon, 
wlio,  from  his  attachment  to  the  court  and  epifcopacy,  on 
the  confideration  that  they  avov;*dly  abetted  the  interefts  of 
both,  was  inclined  to  favor  the  Iriih  rebels.  He  had  the 
opportunity  of  <:onverfing  daily  wifh  their  chiefs,  and  of 
learning  from  them  every  particular  which  favored  their 
caufe  ;  though  the  author  is  pleafed  to  affert,  that  he  re- 
lates his  faifls  from  rumor,  awi  from  cotemporary  hiftorian*, 
deeply  interefted  in  blackening  and  fuppreffing  the  Irifli 
Papifts. 

*  The  (landing  army  in  Ireland  was  ufually  two  thoufand 
tnen.  Charles,  to  fupport  the  tyranny  of  StraiFord's  admi- 
niftration,  had  raifed  them  to  five  thoufand;  but  the  par- 
liament of  England,  not  chufing  to  truft  him  with  more  of 
thofe  dangerous  implements  than  they  deemed  neceifary  to 
preferve  the  Englilh  government  in  Ireland,  obliged  him 
to  reduce  them  to  fourteen  troops  of  horfe,  amounting  to 
nine  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  forty-one  companies, 
making  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-feven  foot ; 
a  much  inferior  force  th^  this  having  in  James's  time  kept 
the  peace  of  that  country. 


*  Temple,  4to  ed.  p.  227. 
f  Harris's  Life  of  Cromwell,  ed,  1762;  .p.  44,  &  fe<j. 
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Annoi64i.  of  the  mofl  vigorous  of  thefe  ftigitives,  with 
others,  in  all  to  the  number  of  four  thoiifand, 
were  immediately  enliiled  ;  and  bodies  of  the 
army,  which  were  not  forrounded  by  the  re- 
bels, were  fummoned  to  defend  the  town. 
There  were  in  the  caftle  at  this  time  fifteen 
hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  match  and 
bullet  proportionable,  arms  for  ten  thoufand 
men,  and  thirty-five  pieces  of  artillery.  This 
military  ftore,  provided  by  Strafford  to  arm 
Irifh  Papifls  in  fupport  of  tyranny,  pfoviden- 
~  tially  turned  out  the  means  to  prelerve  the 
caufe  of  Freedom,  and  the  Proteflant  intereft  in 
Ireland.  Such  a  plenitude  of  Liberty,  and  fo 
full  a  polTefTion  of  Property,  did  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  enjoy,  at  the  very  time  when 
this  infurredlion  broke  out,  that  there  was  very 
little  or  no  money  in  the  royal  treafury  *.  This 
was  remedied  by  the  care  of  the  officers  of 
:fi:ate,  who  reprefenting  to  the  people  their  ne- 
celTities,  the  caftle  was  foon  vidualled  with 
provifions  to  maintain  the  army  for  many  months, 
Commiiiions  were  fent  by  the  juftices  for  the 
raifmg  the  Scots  in  the  Northern  parts.  Sir 
Charles  Coote,  a  zealous  Proteftant,  was  made 
governor  of  the  city  of  Dublin,    and  the  caftle 

*  When  what  is  called  the  ftate  (viz.  the  governing  power 
of  a  nation,  in  contradiflinclion  to  the  governed)  is  rich, 
when  governors  appear  in  a  plenitude  of  pomp  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  wealth  of  individuals,  this  is  a  certain  fymp- 
tom  that  that  nation  is  not  free  ;  that  the  people  want  one 
pf  the  elTential  privileges  which  conftitute  Freedom ;  viz. 
fo  iecure  a  pofTsffion  of  Property  that  it  cannot  be  taken 
from  them  on  any  pretext,  but  by  their  affent;  which  it  muft 
be  fuppofed,  would  never  be  gained  but  on  cccafjons  of 
their  own  immediate  proteclion  and  advantage,  iince  it  is  in- 
ccnfiilent  with  the  airedions  of  men  to  defpoil  themfelves  of 
what  they  efteem  the  greatell  good,  for  the  particular  immu-''^ 
jiities  and  enjoymejUs  of  others. 

war 
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was  put  under  the  care    of    Sir  Francis  Wil- Anno  i64r> 
loughby,  an  old-experienced  foidier.     Six  hun- 
dred  men  were  fent  to  the  relief  of  Droghcda, 
a    place   of  importance,    then  befieged  by  the 
Irilh  :     the  defign   being  betrayed   by  the  Eng- 
lifh  •  of  the   Pale  *,  who  wifhed  welj  to  the   re- 
bellion,    though    they    had    not    yet    declared 
themfelves,  the  convoy,  which  confided  of  new- 
raifed  and  unexperienced  men,  were  fuddenly  at- 
tacked by  the  enemy,    and  defeated.     This  vic- 
tory-helped   to  fupply   the  rebels    with   arms; 
and    that  reputation  which  attends    fuccefs  en- 
creafed  the  number  of  their  followers  to  fo  for- 
midable an  extent,    that  the  juftices   laid  afide 
all  thoughts  of  a<5]:ing  offenfively,    and  applied 
their  whole  attention  to  providing  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  capital. 

When  the  news  of  this  rebellion  reached  the  ^ondua  of 
parliamen:  of  England  f,  it  was  immediately  re-  Parliament. 
fblved  in    the   lower  houfe,    that  a   conference 
fhouid  be  defired  of  the  Lords  on  the  following  Journals  of 
articles :  That  fifty  thoufand  pounds  be  borrow-  vol^iTp'' 
ed  of  the  city  of  London  J  ;  that  a  committee  300- 
of  both  houies  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the 

*  One  of  lord  Go.rmonftone'«  grooms,  by  commarid  from 
his  maiter,  went  to  Slaine,  where  the  rebel  army  was  lodged, 
and  called  them  oat  of  their  beds  to  encounter  the  Englifh 
forces.   YtT?;^/-?,  4to  ed.   p.  136.  Borla/e,  p.  37,  i^ Jeq. 

f  The  Commons  firff  received  the  news  of  the  Iriih  re- 
bellion from  feveral  of  the  chief  officers  of  ftate,  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  lords  of  the  privy-council.  After 
thefe  h.ad  defired  Jeav'e  of  admittance  in  the  ufual  form,  the 
houfe  ordered  chairs  to  be  fet  for  them  :  they  entered  into 
the  houfe  uncovered,  nor  did  they  attempt  to  put  on  their 
hats  till  after  themfelves  and  the  Commons  were  feated  ;  af- 
ter which  both  the  Commons  and  the  Lords  remained  co- 
vered.     Ru/hworth,  vol.  IV.    p.  398.  '  * 

I  The  city  of  London  wa§  to  have  eight  per  cent,  for  the. 
loan,  and  thefecurity  of  an  aiil  of  parliament.  Rujh-wonb, 
vol.  iV.  p.  411,  : 

*•  alFairs 
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Aaoo  1641.  affairs  of  Ireland  •,  and  that  this  committee  may 
have  power  to  open  all  packets  going  to  and 
comins  from  that  kine;dom.  It  was  farther  re- 
folved,  that  Owen  O'Connoily,  who  difcovered 
the  treafon,  fhould  have  a  gift  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  and  two  hundred  a-year  penfion  ;  that 
the  cuftody  of  the  Ide  of  Wight  fhould  be  fc- 
queflered  in  other  hands  *  ;  that  the  perfons  of 
Papifts  of  quality  fliould  be  fecured,  and  that 
fuch  Englidi  Papifls  having  within  one  year  lafl 
.  paft  removed  themfelves  to  Ireland,  not  hav- 
ing an  antient  efiate  or  habitation  there,  Ihould 
be  commanded  by  proclamation  to  return,  and,  if 
not  obeyed,  fome  courfe  fhould  be  taken  by  ad  of 
parliament  for  confifcation  of  their  eftates  ;  that 
Rviftwor  h,  1^^^  Lords  fliould  be  defired  to  join  concerning 
405.  the  diflblution  of  the  capuchms,  and  the  Ipeedy 

Tot'x^'^'  ft^nding  them  away  ;  that  the  ambaifadors  may 
p.  i6,  be  lent  to,  to  deliver  up  fuch  priefls  of  the 
King's  fubjefts  as  are  lodged  in  their  houfes  •, 
that  a  hft  fliould  be  brought  in  of  the  queen's 
prieits,  and  other  her  fervants  ;  that  a  proclama- 
tion fliould  be  iffued  commanding  all  fl:rangers 
who  are  not  of  the  Froteflant  religion  to  deliver 
in  tickets  of  their  names,  and  an  account  of  their 
ftay,  otherwife  to  depart  the  kingdom  •,  that  all 
innkeepers,  and  others  v^ho  entertain  lodgers, 
fliould  be  commanded  to  give  in  tickets  of  the 
names  of  all  fuch  lodgers  in  their  houfes  to  the 
lord-m^ayor  and  aldermen  of  London,  or  to  the 
next  juftice  of  the  peace  in  Middlefex.  The 
houle  of  Commons  farther  ordered,  that  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  fliould  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Irifli,  and  fuch  other  fufpcded  re- 
cufants  as  were  ftudents  at  the  inns  of  court ; 

*  The  earl  of  Portland,    a  fufpefled  Paplil,  had  at  thig 
time  the  government  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

and 
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and  that  fuch  Irifhmen   as  endeavored   to  pafs  ^'^"^  ^^41* 
into  Ireland   without  notice  Ihould  be  lloppedj 
examined,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  tendered  to 
them  ',  that  no  Irilhman  fliould  pafs  out  of  any  Naifori, 
^arts  of  this  kingdom  to  return  to  Ireland  with-  p°'g"*  ^ 
out  fpecial  licence  from  the  committee  of  both  ^eq. 
houfes  for  Irilh  affairs,  or  the  lords  of  the  pri- 
vy-council,   or  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  • 
that  no  arms,    munition,   or  powder,  fhould  be 
tranfported  without  fuch  a  licence  -,  and  that,  on 
the  lord-lieutenant's  certifying  to  the  juftices  of 
Ireland  the  names  of  fufpedled  perfons,  and  thd 
grounds  of  the  fufpicion,    the  faid  juftices  and 
the  reft  of  the  council  fhould  enter  into  exami- 
nation of  the  parties,  and  fhould  have  power  tc> 
commit  them  to  prifon  till  the  truth  was  difco- 
vered  ;   that  the  fervants  belonging  to  the  Ring, 
'  qiieen,  prince,    or  any  of  the  King's  childrenv 
fhould,  according  to  law,  take  the  oaths  of  fu- 
premacy  and  allegiance.  The  earl  of  Leicefter  ^^^ 
who  had  been  lately  appointed  lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  was  diredled  to  write  to  the  juftices 
ta  encourage  them   in  their  duty   towards  the 
defence  of  that  kingdom,    with  affurances  of  a 
fpeedy  affiftance.      Thefe  were   the  refolutioni 

-  which  pafTed  in  the  parliament  of  England  on 
-the  firft  item  of  the  Irifh  infurredlion  f. 

When    Charles  received  intelligence  of  the 
rebellion,    he  immediately  conimunicated  it  to 

-  *  This  earl  of  Leicefter  was  grandfon  of  Sif  Henry  Sid - 
:   ney,  who,  at  different  times,  had  been  eleven  years  gover- 

-nor  of  Ireland. 

f  Before  any  of  thofe  circuinftanceg  of  horror  which  at- 
tended it  were  knovvn  ;  the  lords  juflices'  letter,  being  dated 

-  two  days  after  the  rebellion   commenced,    fpeaks  only  of  a 
tomrnon  infurredlion,  and   a  defign  to  furprize  the  eaille  of 

.,  Dublin.  Nalfon,  vol.  II,  p.  514,  l^  fe^, 
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Anno  1641.  the  Scots,  wlio  difpatched  a  fmall  body  of  men 
to  fnpport  their  own  colony  in  Ulfter,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  treat  with  the  Englifh 
parliament  on  the  terms  in  which  they  fhould 
engage  farther  in  the  Iriih  war.  Unfortunately 
for  the  king,  the  zeal  which  he  fhewed  in  this 
bufinefs  was  entirely  prevented  from  having  its 
intended  effedt  by  the  declaration  of  the  rebels, ' 

ixamina-    who  Called  thcmfelvcs  the  Queen's  Army,    and 

in  England  and  Scotland,  that  their  reafon  for 
taking  up  arms  was  to  vindicate  royal  preroga- 
Myfteryof  tivc  invadccl  by  a  puritanical  parliament,  that 
edTi643'  they  had  authority  from  the  King  and  queen, 
but  even  fhewed  a  com.miffion  under  the  great 
feal  of  Scotland,  in  which  they  were  dire6led  to 
feize  on  the  forts  and  ftrong  places  in  Ireland, 
and  arreil  the  goods,  eftates,  and  perfons,  of  the 
Englifh  Proteftants  to  the  King's  ufe,  left,  as 
the  commilTion  exprelTed,  the  Proteftant  party 
fhould  carry  things  as  violently  againft  him  in 
that  kingdom  as  they  did  in  England  *.     It  is 

*  The  Irifh  committee  returned  to  Ireland  the  fame  month 
the  King  went  to  Scotland.  There  had  been  many  and  fre- 
quent conferences  between  them  and  the  King  and  queen, 
but  particularly  with  the  latter  ;  whom  they  flattered  with 
hopes  that  they  could  eaiily  feize  into  their  hands  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  and  then  they  would  affift  the  King  to 
chaftife  the  hot  fpirits  of  Weftminfter.  In  thefe  conferences 
the  plot  of  the  infurreclion  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed. 
On  the  return  of  the  Irifh  committee,  they  left  the  lord  Dil- 
lon behind  them,  who  was  fent  by  the  queen  into  Scotland. 
At  this  time,  it  is  faid,  the  King  was  prevailed  on  to  per- 
mit the  commiffion  to  be  iigned  with  the  broad  feal  of  this, 
kingdom,  that  depofit  not  being  yet  fettled  in  the  hands  of 
a  proper  officer,  but  entrulled  with  the  King's  confidants  ; 
fometimes  with  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  fomstimes  with 
Endymion  Porter,  the  King's  domeflic,  and  fometimes  with 
one  John  Hamilton,  a  fiery  prelatift. 

It 
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eafily  to  be  imagined,   that  a  rebellion  attended  -^""^  ^^4»* 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  Irifh  at  firft  exaflly  com- 
plied with  the  words  of  the  commiffion,  contenting  them- 
selves with  feizing  on  the  forts  and  ftrong  places  in  Ireland, 
and  arrefting  the  eftates,  goods,  and  perfons  of  the  Engliih. 
Bedel  biftiop  of  Kilmore,  a  prelate  who  had  infinuated  him- 
felf  much  into  the  good  graces  of  Strafford,  the  late  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  was  fo  great  a  favorite  with  the  Po- 
pifti  party,  that  he  was  not  only  fuffered  to  live  quietly  in  his 
own  houfe,  whilll  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants  were 
in  flames,  but  treated  with  great  refpe<5l  till  his  death,  which 
happened  in  a  few  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  in- 
furreclion.  This  bifhop  drew  up  for  the  rebels,  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Cavan,  a  remonftrance,  in  which  it  is  in- 
ferted,  that  the  Irilh  Roman  Catholics,  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  majefty's  honor  and  their  own  liberties,  thought  fit  to 
take  into  their  hands,  for  his  highnefs's  ufe  and  fervice, 
fuch  forts  and  other  places  of  ilrength  as,  coming  into  the 
pofTeffion  of  others,  might  prove  difadvantageous,  and  tend 
to  the  utter  undoing  of  the  kingdom.  The  manifefto  of 
the  Uliler  rebels  complained  of  the  general  oppreHions  fuf- 
fered  by  the  Roman  Catholics  from  fubordinate  governors,  but 
profefled  an  im.mutable  and  pure  allegiance  to  the  King  and 
his  fuccelTors  ;  they  acknowledge  to  have  enjoyed  fome  li- 
berty of  religion  out  of  the  a£H[uence  of  his  princely  good- 
nefs  ;  but  the  parliam.ent  of  England,  maligning  and  en- 
vying thofe  graces,  were  wrefting  his  prerogative  out  of  his 
hand  ;  feeing  him  thus  opprefTed  by  difloyal  fubjedls,  they 
had  taken  up  arms  for  the  regaining  his  prerogative  (the  ef- 
fence  and  life  of  monarchy),  and  had  feized  upon  the 
llrong  forts  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  enabled  to  ferve  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  defend  themfelves  from  the  tyrannous  refolutions 
of  his  enemies ;  they  were  ready  to  yield  up  the  places  they 
had  taken  when  his  majefty  fhould  command  them,  and 
ihould  take  a  courfe  for  fecuring  them  and  the  Proteftants 
of  the  kingdom  againft  fadlious  and  feditious  Puritans.  The 
rebels  of  the  county  of  Longford  took  the  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  King,  and  fent  a  declaration  to  the  council- 
board,  wherein  they  demanded  a  general  aft  of  ohlivion, 
without  refdtution  of  goods  taken  in  the  commotion,  and, 
befides  many  privileges  to  the  mere  Irifti,  an  entire  repeal  of 
the  penal  laws  againft  Papifts  :  thefe  to  be  confirmed  by 
parliament.  Bur  net's  Life  of  Bedel  B'ljhop  of  Kilmore.  Carte's 
Life  ofOrmond,  vol.  I.  p.  182,  ^  feq,  Burnet'' s  Htji,  of  His 
Ozv»  Times,  vol.  I.  p.  41.   Myfiery  of  iniquity,  p.  87,  (^ fiq, 

G  2  with 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

AnjM  1641.  with  fuch  enormous   circumftances,    declared  to 
have  been  undertaken  by  the  King's  authority  % 

*  I  fliould  neither  dojuftice  to  the  memory  of  this  un- 
happy prince,  nor  to  my  own  charafter^as  a  faithful  hifto- 
rian,  if  I  did  not  ftate  the  arguments  which  appear  on  both 
fides,  for  and  againft  the  opinion  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  Irifh  infurreftion.  Thofe  in  favor  of  the  King  cannot 
be  better  ftated  than  they  have  been  already  by  the  very 
ingenious  Mr.  Hume :  I  fhall  therefore  tranfcribe^  his  ar- 
guments, and  annex  fuch  obfervations  as  the  fubjedis  capa- 
ble of. 

Argument,  Ought  the  affirmation  of  perfidious  infamous 
rebels  to  have  pafTed  for  any  authority  ? 

Obfern)ation,  From  whom  elfe  could  fuch  an  evidence  be 
obtained  ?  if  the  teftimony  of  accomplices  in  guilt  were  not 
to  be  accepted,  few  crimes  could  be  proved. 
'  Argument.  Nobody  can  tell  us  what  the  words  of  the  pre- 

tended commiffion  were  :  that  which  we  find  in  Ruftiworth 
and  in  Milton's  works,  Toland's  edition,  is  plainly  an  impof- 
ture,  becaufe  it  pretends  to  be  dated  in  Oflober  1641,  yet 
mentions  fadls  which  happened  not  till  fome  months  after. 
It  appears  that  the  Irifh  rebels,  obferving  fome  inconfiilence 
in  their  firfl  forgery,  were  obliged  to  forge  this  commiffion  a- 
rew,  yet  could  not  render  it  coherent  nor  probable. 

Obfer'vation.  That  the  commiffion  was  boafted  of  and 
ihewn  by  the  rebels,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  infur- 
red;ion  *,  is  evidenced  by  a  proclamation  fet  forth  by  autho- 
rity on  the  thirtieth  of  Oflober  1641,  feven  days  after  the 
infurreftion  commenced. — It  is  not  likely,  that  both  Sir 
Phelim  O'Neale,  the  fuppofed  author  of  the  forgery,  and 
his  accomplices,  fhould  be  fuch  egregious  blunderers  as  to 
fail  in  two  attempts  of  fo  eafy  a  nature  as  were  thofe  of  mak- 
ing fuch  a  forgery  coherent ;  and  though  the  pretended  co- 
pies of  the  commiffion  now  extant  do  mention  fafls  which 
happened  fome  months  after  the  date,  this  is  no  argument 
that  the  original  commiffion,  boailed  of  by  Sir  Phelim 
O'Neale,  at  the  beginning  of  the  infurre£lion,  contained 
any  incoherences  at  all.  The  words  of  the  original  commif- 
iion  not  being  known,  proves  very  little  in  favor  of  the 
King,  fince  that  fuch  a  commiffion  was  boailed  of  fo  early 
as  the  feventh  of  O<5lober  is  evidenced  by  the  fore-mentioned 
proclamation  ;  and  the  original  commiffion  being  fappreffed 

*  Rufh worth,  vol.  IV .^  p.  401, 

by 
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with  the  concurrence  of,  and  under  promife  of  A.nnoi^% 
afTiftance  from  the  whole  papiftical  body,   ope- 
by  the  rebels  themfelves,  is  a  prefumption  that  they  thought 
it  would  prove  too  much   againft  the  King,     whofe  cha-  , 

radler  they  foon  found  it  lieceiTary,  for  their  own  preferva- 
tion,  to  fupport. 

Aroument.  Nothing  could  more  obvioufly  be  pernicious  to 
the  King's  caufe  than  the  Irifli  rebellion,  becaufeitencreafed 
his  neceffities,  and  rendered  him  ftill  more  dependant  on  the 
parliament,  who  had  before  fufficiently  Ihewn  on  what  terms 
they  would  affift  him. 

Ohfer^-vation.  The  Irifh  rebellion  did  turn  out  to  be  very 
pernicious  to  the  King's  affairs,  but  this  happened  from  crofs 
accidents  in  the  execution,  and  from  the  indifcretion  of  the 
rebels,  circumftances  which  could  not  appear  in  the  plan  of 
the  infurreftion.    The  plan,  as  themfelves  declared,  was  no 
lefs  than  that  of  reducing  all  the  Proteftants  in  Irelanc^^  of 
tranfporting  a  large  army  into  England,  and  by  the  force  of 
arms  to  eftablifh  the  free  exercife  of  Popery  in  that  kingdom  *. 
This  project  was  not  a  chimerical  one ;    had  the  caftle  of 
Dublin  not  been  faved  by  the  timely  difcovery  of  the  plot, 
had  the  rebels  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion therein  lodged,  they  would  have  found  no  refiftance  in 
that  country,  and  might  with  great  eafe,  after  the  flaughter 
of  all   the  Proteftants,    have  tranfported   a  numerous  army 
into  England.     That  this  army,  when  united   to  the  large 
body  of  Engliih  Papifts,  and  others,  who,   like  themfelves, 
were  champions  for  the  royal  prerogative,  would  have  had 
power  to  eftablifh,  by  force  of  arms,  the  King's  authority 
and  the  queen's  religion,  might  have  been  the  conceit  of  no 
mean  politician.     The  King's  projedl  of  rendering  himfelf 
defpotic,  at  the  very  period  when  it  was  in  a  manner  effeded, 
had  been  entirely  defeated  by  a  Scotch  invafion  ;  and  as  this 
invafion^  with  the  concurrence  of  the  ftaunch  Proteftants  in 
England,  had  aded  fo  powerfully  againft  him,  he  might  be 
defirous  to  try  what  an  invafion  of  Irifh  Papifts,  with  the  con- 
currence  of  the  Englifh  Papifts,    and  his  other  partizans, 
might  a<a  for  him.    But  had  the  plan  of  the  infurredion  not 
been  fo  fully  effected   as  the  defign   of  it  promifed,  yet  the 
Irifti  rebellion  would  have  been   an  incident  very  much  in 
favor  of  the  King,   had  it  not  been  for  the  premature  decla- 
ration of  the  rebels.    It  would  have  enabled  him,  under  the 
pretence  of  vindicating  his  legal  authority  and  defending  his 
Proteftant  fubjedls,  to  have  exerted  that  prerogative  which 
*  Temple's  Hiftoiy  of  the  Irifh  Rebellioiij  8vo  ed.  p.  1320 
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AnBo  1641.  rated  with  great  power  on  the  Proteftants,  rouf- 
ing  all  that  latent  terror  and  averfion  which  the 

was  fuppofed  to  be  yet  in  the  crown,  viz.  to  levy  an  army, 
and  take  on  himfelf  the  whole  cond  uft  of  the  war.     With  the 
opportunity  this  would  have  given  him  to  treat  with  the  re- 
*  bels  on  terms  favorable  to  their  purpofes  and  his  own,  terras 

which  he  then  would  have  had  power  to  efFetl;  with  the  op- 
portunities this  would  have  given  him,  had  things  come  to 
extremities,  of  uniting  himfeif,  v/ith  all  his  train  of  follow- 
ers, to  the  rebel  army ;  this  rebellion  might  have  procured 
him  many  fair  chances  to  have  effected  thofe  fchemes  of 
power,  the  execution  of  v/hich  the  Scotch  invafion  had  for 
fome  time  pollponed.  Nor  can  it  be  objeded,  that  Proteftants 
would  not  have  co-operated  with  Papifts  againft  Proteftants, 
and  againft  the  fecurity  of  their  own  religion  :  the  contrary 
is  evidenced  by  the  ccndudl  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  and 
other  Proteftants  in  Ireland,  who  aflually  joined  the  rebel 
army  ;  the  contrary  is  evidenced  by  the  conduft  of  that  party 
which  yet  adhered  to  the  King  in  England,  who  notoniy  (hew- 
ed therfifelves  ready  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  Proteftant  bre- 
thren, but  to  join  with  thefe  profeiTed  enemies  to  their  religion 
in  a  caufe  fo  facred  as  the  right  divine  of  depotifm  in  princes. 
That  the  King  was  deprived  of  the  advantages  this  rebellion 
promifed,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  indifcredon  of  the  rebels 
themielves,  who  blabbed  out  that  v/hich,  till  things  came  to 
maturity,  ought  to  have  been  an  inviolable  fecret,  viz,  that 
the  King  was -no  enemy  to  their  fchemes,  nor  was  it  their 
intention  to  3.t\  againft  his  power  and  government,  but 
merely  againft  thofe  his  Proteftant  fubjeds,  who  wifiied,  for 
their  own  prefervation,  to  curtail  his  power.  This  indifcre- 
tion  of  the  rebels,  v/hich  difappointed  fuch  ends  by  giving 
the  parliament  a  pretence  to  take  on  themfelves  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Iriih  war,  is  lamented  in  the  following  remark- 
able m.anner  by  Charles's  great  partizan,  the  earl  of  Claren- 
don *.  "  They  foolifnly,  fays  he,  deprived  themfelves  of 
that  protection  and  m.ercy  which  his  majefty  would  v/il]ino;Iv 
have  vouchfafed  them  for  their  redudion  and  prefervation!" 

Aigianent.  The  inftant  the  King  heard  of  the  rebellion, 
v/hich  was  a  very  few  days  after  its  commencement,  he  wrote 
to  the  parliament,  and  gave  over  to  themx  the  management 
of  the  war.  Flad  he  built  any  projedts  on  that  rebellion, 
would  he  not  have  waited  fome   lictle  time  to  fee  how  they 

*  Oarendon's  Vindication  of  Jsmes  Dake  cf  Ormond,    Svoed.  1756, 
p.  17. 

would 


CHARLES      1.  27 

paft  condu6l  of  this  fe6l  had   imprefied  on  their -'^""^  *^4i< 
minds.     It  was  natural  for  the  people  to  look  on 

would  fucceed  ?  Would  he  prefently  have  adopted  a  meafure 
fo  obvioufly  hurtful  to  his  authority? 

Objer'vation,  The  King  did  recommend  to  the  parliament 
the  care  of  Ireland  very  icon  after  the  rebellion  commenced; 
but  this  was  not  till  he  found  himfelf  accufed  of  being  the 
chief  promoter  of  this  rebellion,  attended  with  circumftances 
which  rendered  execrable  every  individual  concerned  in  it; 
it  was  not  till   after  the  parliament  by  their  committee  had 
given  him  fhrewd   hints    that  they  believed  the  accufation. 
The  King  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  exculpate  himfelf  frond 
fo  foul   a  fufpicion,    v/as  obliged  to  recommend  the  care  of 
Ireland  to  the  parliament ;    which,    it  is  plain  by  his  after- 
condufl,  he  did  notmeari  in  fo  large  a  fenfe,  norfo  trenching 
on  his  authority,   as  the  parliament   found  it  neceifary  and 
ufeful  to  interpret  it  in.    He  made  many  attempts  to  procure 
to  himfeif  the  management  of  the  war,  attempts  which  were 
rendered    abortive  by  the  confidence   the  public  had  in  the 
parliament,  and  by  the  fiifpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the 
King,  and  not  by  the  virtue  of  his  declaration,  that  he  re- 
commended  to  the  parliament  the  care  of  Ireland;  a  decla- 
ration he  might  on  many  pretences  have  retraced  had  not 
the  accufation  of  being  principally  concerned  in  the  infur- 
rediion  entirely  deprived  him  of  the  confidence  of  his  people. 
Argument.   What  can  be  imagined  to  be  the  King's  projeds  ? 
to  raife  the  Irifh  to  arms,  I  fuppofe,  and  bring  them  over  to 
England  for  his  affiftance      But  is  it  not  plain  that  the  King 
never  intended  to  raife  war  in  England?    had  that  been  his 
intention,  would  he  have  rendered  the  parliament  perpetual  ? 
does  it  not  appear  by  the  v/hole  train   of  events,    that  the 
parliament  forced  him  into  a  war  ? 

Objer-uaticn.  It  is  to  be  imagined,  thattheKing  would  have 
been  glad  of  aid  from  the  irifh,  or  from  any  body  of  men 
who  would  have  affilted  him  to  have  fubdued  the  parliament : 
witnefs  his  fruitlefs  treaty  with  the  Engiilh  army*,  witnefs 
his  attempts  to  bribe  the  Scots,  witnefs  his  letters  to  the  king 
of  Denmark,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  parliament,  and 
defires  affiftance.  The  King  had  tried  various  ways,  but  with- 
out fuccefs,  to  raife  an  oppofition  to  the  parliament.  The 
aft  of  continuing  the  parliament  was,  together  with  the  bill 
of  Strafford's  attainder,  extorted  from  him  by  the  united 
voice,  or  rather  clamor,  of  the  people,  on  the  difcovery  of 
the  attempts  to  bring  the  army   againft  the  parliament.     It 

*  M)! fiery  of  Iniquity,    p.  22, 
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^nsQ  1.641.  the  authority  and  power  of  the  parliament  to  hp 
tht'ir  only  fafeguard  from  the  terror  of  Popilh 

does  not  appear,  that  the  King  was  in  a  capacity  to  levy 
war  at  this  time  ;  it  was  not  till  after  this  period,  when  thp 
death  of  Strafford  had  afTuaged  the  envy  of  individuals, 
that  he  could  unite  to  himfelf  a  fufficient  number  of  parti- 
sans to  entertain  any  thoughts  of  attempting  hoftilities. 
The  King  looked  on  his  fuppofed  prerogative  to  be  fo  fa- 
cred  a  thing,  that  any  encroachment  on  it  was  a  fufficient 
incentive  to  war  j  the  whole  conduft  of  this  parliament, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  was  confequently  regarded  by 
the  King,  as  forcing  him  into  a  war,  which  war  he  certainly 
Vk'ould  have  entered  on  fooner,  had  his  fituation  been  ade- 
quate to  fuch  an  undertaking. 

Argument.  The  King  conveyed  to  the  juflices  intelligence 
which  ought  to  have  prevented  the  rebellion. 

Ohfcfvation.  The  letter  here  referred  to  fpeaks  of  intel- 
ligence from  abroad,  as  if  a  rebellion  was  expefted  in  Ire- 
land ;  its  date,  being  on  the  lixteenth  of  March  1.640,  ihewj 
it  to  have  been  written  in  the  very  heat  of  Strafford's  profe- 
cution,  at  a  time  when  neither  the  King  nor  the  Irijfh  com- 
mittee were  at  leifure  to  think  of  confpiracies.  It  was  after 
this  period  the  cabal  is  fuppofed  to  have  commenced  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  committee. 

Argument.  The  Iriih  Catholics,  in  all  their  future  tranf- 
afcions  with  the  King,  v/here  they  endeavor  to  excufe  their 
infurredion,  never  had  the  affurance  to  plead  his  commif- 
lion  :  even  among  themfelves  they  dropped  that  pretext. 
It  appears  that  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale  chiefly,  and  he  only  at 
iirft,  promoted  that  impofture. 

Objer'vation.  The  Irifh  Catholics  foon  found  the  difadvan- 
tages  they  had  incurred  from  pleading  the  King's  commif- 
fion  ;  that  by  throwing  fo  foul  a  ftain  on  his  reputation, 
they  had  difabled  him  fronj  affording  them  that  affiftance 
and  proteftion  he  v/as  otherwife  well  inclined  to  do :  this  is 
a  good  reafon  both  for  their  not  pleading  the  com  million  in 
their  public  tranfaftions  with  the  King,  and  for  dropping 
the  pretext  among  themfelves.  Had  they  found  that  fup- 
pofed forgery  to  be  necefiary  or  convenient  for  their  affairs, 
it  would  have  been  very  eafy  for  them  to  have  fupported  it  on 
jthe  fame  authority  on  which  it  was  at  lirll  broached  ;  viz.  the 
great  feal  of  Scotland.  It  could  not  be  confcience  which 
made  thefe  people  retrail  the  falfhood  ;  for  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  rebellion  they  never  (hewed  the  leaff 
Icind  of  repentance  for  all    the  rapacious,  bloody,,  violent 

deeds 
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-plots  and  confpiracies  -,   it  was  natural  for  them  Anno  1641 
to  deternaine  that  a  rebellion,  fo  grateful  as  this 

deeds  they  had  committed ;  fins  of  a  much  deeper  dye  even 
than  fuch  an  impofture.  Indeed  the  King  looked  upon  this 
as  well  as  the  cruel  butchery  of  the  Proteilants,  as  oiFences  of 
fo  trivial  a  nature,  that,  by  the  cefTation  in  1643,  he  faved 
thefe  affaffins,  both  of  his  charader  and  his  people,  from 
the  refentment  of  thofe  they  had  injured  ;  and  afterwards 
united  himfelf  to  them  by  a  firm  peace.  Sir  Phelim 
O'Neale,  vvhofe  charafter  was  as  deficient  in  fenfe  as  huma- 
nity, was  the  firft  man  who  boafted  of  this  commiffion;  a 
better  politician  would  have  been  filent.  But  he  is  not  the 
only  one  who  afferted,  that  the  plan  of  the  infurreftion  was 
tranfmitted  from  England  *  :  Macmahon,  one  of  the  con- 
fpirators,  who  was  to  have  furprized  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  ' 
confefled,  that  "  the  original  of  the  rebellion  was  brought  to 
them  out  of  England  by  the  Iriih  committee  employed  to  his 
majefty  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances." 

Argument.  O'Neale,  himfelf  confefTed  the  impoHure  at  his 
trial  and  execution. 

Obfer'vation.  Allowing  this  confeffion  to  be  true,  fuch  a 
retractation  is  not  much  to  be  depended  on.  Sir  Phelim 
O'Neale  mull  have  been  guilty  of  a  fal{hood  either  in  the 
afferXion  or  in  the  denial  ;  and  though  the  evidence  of  a 
dying  perfon  is  in  general  of  great  weight,  yet,  as  the 
excellent  Algernon  Sydney  ingeniouflyobferves  f  on  the  be- 
haviour of  the  five  priefis  who  fufi^ered  for  the  Pcpifti  plot, 
the  Papifts,  by  arts  formerly  unknown  to  mankind,  have 
found  ways  of  reconciling  falfhood  in  the  utmoll  degree  with 
the  hopes  of  falvation,  and  at  the  beft  have  no  more  to  brag 
•of  than  that  they  have  made  men  die  with  lies  in  their 
mouths.  This  obfervation,  which  experience  fhews  to  have 
been  grounded  on  fa6l,  is  a  two-edged  weapon  againft  Sir 
Phelim's  evidence.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  perfon  fo 
weak  and  fo  wicked  as  was  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale,  guilty  of 
thofe  execrable  barbarities  which  were  perpetrated  on  the 
Proteilants  in  Ireland,  guilty  of  fuch  robberies,  rapine, 
and  fpoil,  as  were  committed  in  that  country  by  his  exprefs 
prders  and  for  his  advantage,  guilty  of  many  manifell 
^reaches  of  truft  and  violation  of  oaths  and  treaties ;  is  it 
jco  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  man  could  be  fubjed  to  the  deli- 
jcate  feelings  and  nice  compunctions  of  honour  ?  that  a  man 

*  Rufhworth,  vol.  V.  p.  309.  ^ 

1"  ?74"sy's  Difcovirf«s  on  Government,  4to  ed,  I'j^i* 

who 
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Anno  1641.  was  fuppofcd   to  bc  to  the  prevailing  fadion  at 
court,  would  not  be  fupprelTed  by  a  war  con- 

who  had  inflided  on  the  living  injuries  of  the  moft  atrocious 
nature,  ihould,  at  his  own  coft,  from  mere  motives  of  juftice, 
exculpate  the  injured  memory  of  the  dead  ?  It  is  to  be  ima- 
gined, that  a  man  of  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale's  charadler  would, 
on  the  tremendous  occaiion  of  an  execution,  give  up  his 
fpiritual  concerns  entirely  to  the  management  of  priefls, 
and  that  the  balfam  of  priell-craft  was  the  only  falve  for 
{o  fore  a  confcience.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  caufe  of 
the  Stewarts  was  at  this  time  particularly  the  caufe  of  the 
Papifis ;  the  expedation  of  this  body  being  entirely  confined 
to  the  reiloration  of  that  family  to  the  monarchy  of  Eng- 
land. 

Argument.  It  is  ridiculous  to  mention  the  juftification 
v^'hich  Charles  11.  gave  to  the  marquis  of  Antrim,  as  if  he 
had  adled  by  his  father's  commiffion.  Antrim  had  no  hand 
in  the  firil  rebellion  and  maffacre  ;  he  joined  not  the  rebels 
till  two  years  after,  and  he  performed  important  fervices  to 
the  King  in  fending  over  a  body  of  men  to  Montrofe. 

'Ohjer=vation,  Antrim  *  was  in  open  rebellion  in  lefs  than 
two  years  after  its  commencement,  as  appears  by  the  declare 
ation  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  dated  July  1643.  He  is 
in  that  declaration  called  a  notorious  rebel,  taken  and  im- 
prifoncd  by  the  Scotch  army  in  Ulfter.  Borlafe,  in  his  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Irifii  Infurredion,  obferves,  that  the  m.arquis  of 
Antrim,  from  the  beginning,  had  palTionately  ferved  the 
confederate  Catholics  in  their  moft  intimate  concerns. 
Antrim  v/as  of  a  very  mean  underftanding,  yet  exceed- 
ingly given  to  projefts  and  undertakings  :  He  had  fo  much 
creelit  at  court,  that  on  his  propofing,  in  1638,  under  pre- 
tence of  claim  to  part  of  the  earl  of  Argyll's  pofTeffions,  to 
in\'ade  his  territories,  Charles  wrote  over  to  Wentworth  to 
furnifh  him  with  arms  and  other  military  flores  X  '•>  ^n^ 
though  Wentwcrth  reprefented  to  the  King,  that  he  neither 
hoped  much  from  his  parts,  his  power,  or  his  affedlions,  and 
that  he  durft  not  communicate  his  demands  to  the  council, 
for  he  was  fure  they  never  v/ould  advife  fuch  a  ftrength  to 
be  entruiled  with  the  grandchild  of  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  yet 
Charles  infilled  on  Wentworth's  encouraging,  counte- 
nancins;,  and  affifting  Antrim  in  his  umiertaking ;  and, 
though  he  was  a  Papift,  to  find  fome  way  to  furnilh  him  with 
aims.     Upon  the  receipt  of  the  King's  command,  Antrim 

*  Harris's  Life  of  Charles,  Svo  ed.  175S, 
\  Harris,  p.  341,   &  feq. 
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du6bed  by  that  fadion,   and  that  the  parliament  ^""°  ^^4^- 
was  the  only  power  to  whom,  with  fafety  to  the 

raifed  the  Irifh  clans,  the  O'Neales,  the  O'Haras,  the  O'Lur- 
gans,  the  MacgenifTes,  the  Macguires,  the  Macmahcns,  the 
Macdonnels,  O's  and  Macs  in  fuch  numbers,  V/entworth 
wrote,  as  would  Ilartle  a  whole  council-board,  and  required 
them,  in  the  king's  name,  to  meet  him  with  their  forces  j  fo 
that  the  bulinefs  became  the  common  difcourfe  of  the  whole 
kingdom.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  Charles  II's  jufafication 
of  this  man,  who  had  been  engaged  in  many  murders  and 
villanies,  is  very  extraordinary  *.  '«  Befides  the  letters  and 
orders  under  the  King's  own  hand,  writes  he  to  the  marquis 
of  Ormond,  there  is  fuiiicient  evidence  of  feveral  private 
me/Tages  and  diredlions  fent  from  cur  royal  father,  and  our 
royal  mother,  with  the  privity  and  with  the  directions  of 
the  king  our  father,  by  which  the  referee^  are  perfuaded, 
that  whatever  intelligence,  correfpondence,  or  a&ngs,  the 
faid  marquis  had  with  the  confederate  Irifh  Catholics,  was 
direfted  or  allowed  by  the  faid  letters,  inllruttions,  and  di- 
rections :  and  that  it  manifelHy  appears  to  them,  that  the 
King  our  father  was  well  pleafed  with  what  the  marquis  did, 
and  approved  the  fame.  We  cannot  in  juftice  but,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  marquis  of  Antrim,  and  after  the  ferious 
and  ftridl  inquifition  into  his  actions,  declare  unto  you,  that 
we  do  find  him  innocent  from  any  malice  or  rebellious  pur- 
pofe  againll  the  crown  ;  and  that  what  he  did  by  way  of 
correfpondence  or  compliance  with  the  Irifh  rebels,  wa's  in 
order  to  the  fervice  of  our  royal  father,  and  warranted  by 
his  inllrudions,  and  the  trult  repofed  in  him  ;  and  that  the 
benefit  thereof  accrued  to  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and  not 
to  the  particular  advantage  and  credit  of  the  marquis." 
Clarendon,  who,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  civil  wars, 
had  entered  into  all  the  court  intrigues,  and  managed  the 
King's  alFairs,  was  nettled  at  this  flur  on  his  own  reputation, 
and  would  have  rejefted  Antrim's  petition  to  examine 
the  warrants  he  had  afted  on,  faying,  it  was  a  high  indio-- 
nity  to  the  memory  of  the  late  King  ;  and  tha't  if  any 
perfon  had  pretended  to  ainrm  fuch  a  thing  at  Oxford,  he 
would  either  have  been  feverely  punilhed,  or  the  King  would 
have  had  a  thin  court.  The  earl  of  Northumberland,  one 
of  the  committee  of  council  appointed  to  examine  the  war- 
rant Antrim  had  aded  on,  refufed  to  fign  a  report  in  his 
favor ;    and  faid,   he  was  f3rry  he  had  produced  fuch  war- 

*  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  Own  Times,  vol.  I.  p.  40,  &  feq. 
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Annox64i.caufe  of  religion  and  Liberty,    it  could  be  com- 
mitted.    Such  being  the  affedions  and  fuch  the 

rants ;  but  he  did  not  believe  any  warrant  from  the  King 
or  queen  could  jufiify  To  much  bloodlhed.  Northumber- 
land's exaoiple  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  committee  ; 
and  the  King  was  obliged  to  write  the  forementioned  letter 
to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  telling  him,  that  Antrim  had  fo 
fully  vindicated  himfelf,  that  he  muft  get  him  included  in 
the  a6l  of  indemnity. 

The  following  Argujnent  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  the 
King  ;  viz.  Suppofing  he  did  excite  the  Jrifli  to  arms,  would 
he  have  expofed  himfelf  to  a  difcovery  by  granting  them  a 
commiffion  to  rife,   under  the  great  feal  of  Scotland  ? 

Obfernjation.  The  Iriih  might  have  refufed  to  engage  in 
-the  undertaking  without  fuch  a  token  of  the  King's  appro- 
bation. Charles  was  himfelf  of  an  enterprizing  genius  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  though  he  greatly  afFeded 
arbitrary  pov/er  over  his  people,  he  paid  an  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  will  of  his  wife,  a  woman  who  was  the  very 
quintefTence  of  intrigue,  and  whofe  pride  and  bfgotry  had 
been  greatly  provoked  by  the  power  and  conduft  of  the 
parliament.  From  the  violence  of  her  difpolition  it  is  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  ihe  would  have  engaged  her  hulband  to  run 
any  rifle  rather  than  render  abortive  a  defign  which  pro- 
mifed  fair  both  to  inveil  her  with  arbitrary  power,  and  to 
re-eflablilh  in  Great  Britain  the  holy  religion.  That  Charles 
was  capable  of  being  guilty  of  imprudences  of  this  nature, 
his  treaty  with  the  army  to  oppofe  the  parliament,  to  which 
he  figned  his  name  in  token  of  his  approbation  of  fuch  an 
attempt,  is  a  proof. 

It  muft  be  owned  that  the  queftion,  Whether  Charles  was 
or  was  not  guilty  of  granting  a  commiffion  to  the  rebels  to 
rife,  is  involved  in  great  doubts  and  difficulties.  This  par- 
liament, the  moft  aiiguft  alTembly  which  hiftory  can  boaft, 
in  their  vote  for  No  more  addreftes  (in  which,  for  the  mani- 
fold crimes  Charles  had  committed  againtl  his  people,  they 
abfolve  them  from  any  farther  allegiance)  gives  it  clearly 
againft  him.  Milton,  an  author  of  the  moft  refpedlable  cha- 
rafter,  both  in  regard  to  judgment  and  integrity,  is  of  the 
fame  opinion  :  as  is  alfo  the  the  author  of  the  Myftery  of 
Iniquity,  a  fenhble  and  ingenious  traft,  publlfned  in  the 
year  1643  ;  with  other  writers  of  note  and  reputation.  On 
the  other  lide,  many  authors  cf  judgment  and  candor,  on 
various  grounds,  exculpate  him  from  this  accufation.  The 
author  of  this  Hiilcry  leaves  it  entirely  to  the  candor  of  the 
6  reader- 


CHARLES      I.  93 

opinion  of  the  public,    on  an  exprefiion  falling  ^nno  Mi- 
from  the  King,    that  he  committed  the  care  of 
Ireland  to  the  Englifh  parliament  ^,  that  affem- 
bly,  afFeding  to  interpret  it  in  an  unlimited  fenfe, 
affumed  the  entire  management  of  the   war  f , 

reader,  without  prefuming  to  give  any  judgment  on  fo  ten- 
der and  difficult  a  point. 

The  nature  of  the  above  argument  obliged  the  author, 
contrary  to  her  cuftom,  to  mention  three  fadls  before  their 
regular  fucceffion  ;  viz.  The  declaration  of  the  parliament 
for  No  more  addreffes,  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale's  execution, 
and  Charles  IPs  juftification  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond. 

*  The  parliament  gave  inftrudlipns  to  their  committee 
to  inform  the  King,  that  they  looked  upon  the  confpiracy 
in  Ireland  to  be  the  effefl  of  the  fame  counfels  which  had 
fo  long  diftra£led  England  and  Scotland  ;  that  if  perfons  of 
fuch  aims  fhould  Hill  continue  in  credit  and  authority,  the 
great  aids  which  they  would  be  forced  to  draw  from  the 
people  for  fubduing  the  rebellion  would  be  employed  for 
the  fomenting  it,  and  encouraging  the  like  attempts  in. 
England  ;  that  if  his  majefty  would  not  condefcend  to  their 
petition  of  employing  fuch  counfels  and  mintftry  as  Ihould 
be  approved  of  by  parliament,  they  Ihould  be  obliged,  in 
difcharge  of  their  truu,  to  refolve  upon  fome  way  of  de- 
fending Ireland,  as  fhould  concur  to  the  fecuring  themf.lves 
from  the  mifchievous  counfels  and  defigns  which  had  lately 
been,  and  ftill  were,  in  praflice  and  agitation  againil  them. 
The  Englifh  parliament  paid  all  that  deference  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  which  they  expefled 
fhould  be  paid  to  them  :  They  advifed  the  King,  that  one 
regiment,  confilling  of  a  thoafand  men,  fhould  be  immedi- 
ately tranfported  into  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland  :  but 
this  was  to  be  done  by  the  counfel  and  authority  of  his  par- 
liament in  Scotland,  to  be  provided  in  a  manner,  and  com- 
manded, as  fhould  feem  bell:  to  their  great  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience. Ru/h-uoorth,  vol.  IV.  p.  423,   i^  feq, 

f  As  the  rebels,  by  an  unprecedented  piece  of  indifcre- 
tion,  had  thought  fit  to  plead  the  King's  commiffion  for  the 
enormities  they  had  committed,  he  was  obliged  pailively  to 
fubmit  to  what  undoubtedly  he  thought  an  ufarpation  ;  lell 
oppofition  fhould  render  him  fufpecfted  of  favoring  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  rebellion. 

Clarendon,  as  is  elfewhere  fhewn,  laments  the  inconveni- 
ences both  the  King  and  the  rebels  incurred  from  this  pece 

of 
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Anno  1641.  and  at  once  difarmed  the  crown  of  that  part  of 

the  executive  power  which,  on  this  occafion,  had 

been  univerfally  apprehended. 

Temple,  Frefh  intelligence  coming  from  Ireland  of  the 

3724^  .     exceeding   fpreadmg  of  that  rebellion,  with  the 

i55>  &^eq.  cruelties  in  which  it  was  every  where  fignaiized, 

the  honfe  of  Commons  came  to  the  following 

refolutions:  That  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 

be  forthwith  raifed  for  the  prefent  occafions  of 

Journals  of  Ireland :    That  a  convenient  number  of  fhips  be 

Commons,      r  !•      ^    r  •  •  n  j  r  1 

vol.11,  p.    iupplied  for  guarding  its  coaits:    That  fix  thou- 

^°^'  fand  horfe  and  two  thoufand  foot  be  raifed  for  a 

prefent  expedition  into  Ireland  ^ :  That  magazines 

of  vidluals  be  forthwith  provided  at  Weft-Chefler, 

to  be  fent  over  to  Dublin  as  the  occafion  of  that 

of  indifcretion,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  and  fays, 
"  That  report  raifed  by  the  Irifh  Catholics,  of  the  King's 
being  a  party  in  the  infurredion,  obliged  him  to  commit  the 
whole  management  of  the  war  to  his  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment ;  who,  if  any  thing  was  propofed  of  over-much  rigor, 
if  the  King  made  any  fcruple  or  paufe  in  giving  his  confent 
to  the  fame,  they  ftraight  declared,  they  were  obftrufted  in 
fending  relief  to  Ireland  ;  and  publifned  fome  particular  re- 
lations of  the  lamentable  and  inhuman  mafTacre  made  there 
by  ths  Irifii,  vs'hich  were  confirmed  by  multitudes  of  mifer- 
able  undone  people  who  landed  from  thence  in  feveral  places 
of  England,  who  reported  the  rebels  difcourfes  of  executing 
all  by  the  King's  directions;  fo  that  indeed  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  deny  what  they  thought  fit  to  fay  was  neceffary  for 
the  good  work."    Clarendon^ s  Vindication  of  Ormond,    p.   16, 

*  A  report  was  brought  in  from  the  committee  of  Irifh 
aiFairs,  that  the  pay  of  a  regiment  of  one  thoufand  foot,  to- 
gether with  the  officers,  would  am.ount  to  nineteen  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  one  ^Qu-^ids per  an-num  ;  fix  hundred  horfe  to 
thirty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds ;  and  the 
general  oaicers  of  the  field  to  nineteen  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  forty  one  pounds.  It  was  ordered  by  the  Commons,  that 
the  prctefcation  fhculd  be  taken  by  all  oiticers  and  command- 
ers, before  they  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Ireland. 
J^aifo72,i  vol.11,  p.  642,  652. 

'kingdom 
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kino-dom  fhall  require:    That  the  magazines  of  ^'^'"-'^o  1641. 
arms,  &c.    now  in  Carlifle,    fhall  be  forthwith 
fentover*:  That  the  earl  of  Nev/porr,  mailer  of 
the  ordnance,  fhall  have  power  to  fend  his  com- 
mands, and  iiTue  forth  warrants  for  the  bringing 
up  the  magazine  of  arms   and  ammunition,  re- Nairon, 
mainins;  now  in   Kinpfflon  upon  Hull,    unto  the  7^- ^^- p- 
Tower  of  London,  for  the  fecurins:  the  kingdom : 
That  diredlions  fhall  be  given  for  the  drawing  a 
bill  for  theprefling  of  men  for  the  Irifh  fervice  f. 

The  King  having,  at  the  expence  of  miany  of  The  King 
his  prerogatives,    endeavored  to  gain  at  lead  a  j^'^f"',^** 
neutrality   from  the  Scots,  in  the  conted  likely 
to  enfue  betv/een  him   and  his  Englifh  fubjedls, 
put  an  end  to  their  parliament ;    and,  taking  a 
kind  farewel  of  his  countrymen,    returned   to 

*  Letters  arrived  from  Ireland,  dated  the  twenty- fifth  of 
November,  in  which  the  juftices  gave  thanks  to  the  parlia- 
ment for  their  care  -in  fending  over  proviiions  and  money. 
The  fame  letters  intimated,  that  the  rebellion  grew  every 
day  more  general ;  that  the  rebels  were  come  within  four 
miles  of  Dublin;  that  they  acknowledged  the  King  for  their 
ibvereign  ;  and,  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord  Dillon,  vifcount  » 

Coftilough,  had  fent  in  fo:ne  high  demands  concerning  the 
repeal  of  the  penal  laws  againft  recufants,  and  farther  im- 
munities refpeding  the  Irifh.   RuSzuortb,  vol.  IV. 

f  The  difpatches  from  thejuilices,  which  brought  this 
intelligence,  were  dated  the  fifth  of  November.  In  their  let- 
ter to  the  council  they  reprefented  the  great  progrefs  the  re- 
bellion had  in  a  few  days  made,  and  the  outrages  the  rebels 
had  committed  on  the  Britiih  inhabitants  in  Ulfter  ;  that  they 
hadfeized  upon  all  their  eltates  and  houfes  in  ave  counties  of 
that  province,  detained  many  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
prifoners,  and  had  already  flain  many  moft  barbarcully  ;  that 
the  rebellion  bep-an  to  difFufe  itfelf  in  other  counties  ;  that 
they  conceived  there  could  be  no  lefs  than  thirty  "tlioufand 
who  had  already  declared  themfelves  in  the  rebellion  ;  and 
thatthey  underil:ood  their  deiign  was.,  having  got  Dundalke, 
to  take  in  Drogheda,  and  fo  to  come  up  immediately  to  bs- 
fiege  the  caftle  of  Dtiblin.  Rujb-zvort/p,  vol.  17. 

•    London. 


entrance. 
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Anno  1641.  London^.  His  entrance  into  this  city  was  on  thcf 
twenty-fifth  of  November.     By  the  indefatigable 
His  public   pains  and  intrigues  of  Sir  Richard  Gurnay,  the 
lord-mayor,  a   bigoted  royaliit,  he  was  received 
and  feaited  with  great  oftentation  of  public  joy; 
nor  was  there  wanting  any  kind  of  expence,  pa- 
rade, and  pageantry,  to  render  the  compliment 
perfectly  agreeable  f-. 
He  deprives      Charlcs  was   fo  elevated  by  thefe  demonfbra- 
menrof  ^"   tions  of  affcdlion,  which  he  thought  to  be  gene- 
their  guard.  y2l\  and  fmccre,    that  he  at  once  re-afTumed  his 
voLx. '  *   former  haughty  conduft;    and  the  fir  ft  ftep   he 
p.5i,&feq*t-Qok   after  his   return  was  to  difmifs  the  guard 
which  the  parliament  had  appointed  for  their  fe- 
curityj.     Sir  William  Balfour,    who  had  beert 

*  On  the  return  of  the  commiffioners  from  Scotland,  they 
were  thanked  by  their  refpe£live  houfes  for  having  faithfully 
difcharged  the  truft  which  had  been  repofed  in  them.  Nalfon^ 
vol.  II.  p.  674. 

f  The  queen  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  that  the 
King  fhould  be  received  with  a  more  than  ordinary  magnifi- 
cence, on  purpofe  to  mortify  the  parliament.  Itfervedto' 
raife  the  fpirits  of  the  King's  party,  who  bragged  loudly  that 
the  city  was  weary  of  the  parliament,  and  would  be  ready  to 

join  with  the  King  againil  them The  King,  in  anfwer  to' 

a  pompous  fpeech  of  the  recorder,  makes  the  following  felf- 
flattering  obfervation:  *'  That  he  now  fees  the  inclinations 
of  the  better  and  main  part  of  the  city  had  been  ever  loyal 
and  aiFeftionate  to  his  perfon  and  government;  and  that  the 
tumults  and  difcords  had  only  rifen  from  the  meaner  fort  of 

people." The  kind  of  demonftrations   of  applaufe  which 

the  King  met  with,  are  commonly  extorted  from  the  fottifh 
multitude  by  a  variety  of  ftate  tricks ;  therefore  are  not  true 
ftandards  to  judge  of  the  real  afFeflions  of  the  public  towards 
their  governors.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  King,  with' 
an  intent  to  cajole  the  city,  told  them,  that  he  gave  them 
back  that  part  of  Londonderry  which  had  been  formerly 
evifted  from  them.  This  was  a  pretty  extraordinary  prefent ; 
fince  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by  condemning  the  judgment 
as  illegal  which  paffed  that  evidion,  had  repofTened  themv 
Vol.  III.  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  19. 

X  On  the  parliament's   expollulating   with  the  King  oa 
this  difmiHicn  he  fent  them  word,  that  it  was  his  royal  plea-  , 

fure 
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faithful  to  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  parliament,  ^^^2^^' 
was  deprived  of  his  office  of  lieutenant  of  the  p.  3. 

fiire  the  guard  fliould  be  difToIved  ;  his  prefence  would  pro- 
te6l  them  ;  he  knew  they Jiad  no  caufe  to  fear ;  biit  he  was 
fo  tender  of  their  fafety,  that,  to  fecure  them  not  only  from 
real  but  imaginary  dano-ers,  he  would  comnland  the  earl  of 
Dorfet  to  appoint  fortie  of  the  trained-bands  for  a  few  days 
only,  to  wait  on  both  houfes.     The  houfe  of  Commons  paf- 
fed  an  order.  That  the  guards  the  King  appointed  fliculd  be 
difmifTed,  and  that  the  conftable  of  Weftminfter  fhould  ap- 
point a  ftrong  and  fufficient  watch  in  their  ftead.  They  gave 
the  follov/ing  reafons  for  their  fears;  viz.    The  numbers  of 
fufpicious  diforderly  perfons,  efpecially  Irifh,  lurking  about 
London ;  the  plot  in  Scotland  againft  the  lives  of  three  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  fpoken  of  here  before  it  happened  there, 
with  an  intimation  that  the  like  was  intended  againft  divers 
members  of  both  houfes  here;     the  former  plot  againft  ths 
Englifti  parliament;  the  confpiracy  and  maffacre  in  Ireland, 
condu6led   with  fach  fecrecy,  that,  but  for  the  piovidential 
difcovery  at  Dublin,  it  had  been  executed  in  one  day  through- 
out the  kingdom,  and  fome  of  the  chief  con fpirators  have 
confelfcd  that  the  like  was  intended  in  England  and  Scotland; 
feveral  advices  from  abroad  of  deiigns  againft  religion,  and 
the  parliaments  of  Scotland  and  England;  the  fecret  meet- 
ings, confultations,  and  devotions  of  Papifts,  for  the  fuccefs 
of  fome  great    defign  in  hand;    from   divers  examinations 
taken  of  their   dangerous  fpeeches,    they  did  conceive  thsre 
was  jull  caufc   to  apprehend  fome  wicked  and   miichievous 
pradice  to  interrupt  the  peaceable  proceedings  of  parliainenc 
flill  in  hand;   but  rather  than  admit  of  fo  dangerous  a  pre- 
cedent as  to  have   a  guard  appointed  them  under  the  com' 
mand  of  any  perfon  themfelves  fhould  not  choofe,  they  would 
run  any  hazard  :  but  they  left  it  to  his  majefty  to  confider, 
whether  it  would  not  be  fit  to  fufFer  his  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment to  enjoy  that  privilege   of  providing   for  their  own 
fafety,  which  was  never  denied  inferior  courts. 

Some  little  time  before  the  King's  return  from  Scotland, 
one  Beale,  a  taylor,  informed  the  houfe  of  Commons  that, 
walking  in  the  fields,  he  had  over-heard  certain  perfons  dif- 
courfing  of  a  dangerous  confpiracy  ;  that  one  hundred  and 
eight  ruffians  were  hired  to  murder  one  hundred  and  eight 
of  the  Puritan  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament;  and 
that  when  the  city  of  London  fhould  be  in   an  uproar   on 
this  afTafTination,  which  was  appointed  to  be  perpetrated  on 
the  eighteenth  of  November,     there  were  to   be   riiings  of 
Papifts  in  fix  feveral  parts  of  the  land,  viz.  in  Warwickftiire, 
V'OL.  III.  H  Worcefter- 
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Annoi64T,'];'Q^gj. .  and  One  Lnnsford,  a  foldkr  of  fortune 
of  a  profligate  chara6ter,    put  in  his   place*. 

Worcefterfhire,  Lancaflilre,  and  two  other  places,  which  be 
remembered  not ;  that  he  had  he?tj^  one  Philips,  Mr.  Shel- 
don (a  Papift),  and  two  priefts,  father  Jones  and  father  An- 
drews, mentioned  as  being  concerned  in  the  plot.  This 
information  being  fent  to  the  Lords,  orders  were  iffued  for 
feizing  the  perfons  of  Jones  and  Andrews,  and  other  femi- 
nary  prieils  and  Jefuits  ;  that  Mr.  Sheldon  and  his  fon  (hould 
be  taken  into  fafe  cuftody  ;  and  that  the  deputy-lieutenants 
of  Worceller,  &c.  fhould  have  a  charge  to  fecure  the  faid 
counties.  An  ordinance  pafled  both  houfes  for  putting  the 
kingdom  immediately  into  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  that 
the  earl  of  Eflex  fhould  command  the  trained-bands  on  the 
South  lide,  and  the  earl  of  Holland  on  the  North  fide,  the 
.  Trent.  The  Commons  delired  the  Lords  to  join  with  them 
in  the  nominating  particular  men  of  trull  to  take  care  of 
the  militia,  and  that  the  perfons  of  recufants  fhould  be 
fecured  ;  It  was  fome  time  before  the  Lords  agreed  to  this 
article,  and  then  with  fome  reftriflions,  that  it  fhould  only 
take  place  on  thofe  who  were  the  moft  adive  and  excep- 
tionable of  that  body.  The  Commons  pafTed  an  order. 
That  all  Papifts  fhould  leave  the  town,  under  pain  of  being 
proceeded  againft  according  to  law  :  the  fame  diredtions 
were  fent  to  the  mayor  of  Berwick.  Lord  Strange,  the 
lord-lieutenant  of  Lancafhire,  confirmed  the  fufpicions  of 
the  public  by  writing  word,  that  there  was  great  need  to 
look  after  Lancafhire.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  but  that 
the  popular  party  in  both  houfes  made  a  politic  ufe  of  thefe 
rumors,  and  that  their  fears  were  not  fo  ftrong  as  they  pre- 
tended;  but  that  the  parliament  was  totally  void  of  fufpi- 
cions, is,  I  think,  as  improbable.  The  votes  which  pafied 
on  thefe  occafions  were  pretty  unanimous  ;  and  when  the 
apprehenfions  of  men  are  alarmed  with  real  dangers,  every 
flight  appearance  has  its  effed.  Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  646,  ^ 
Jeq.  654,  688. 

*  He  was  a  perfon  of  great  licence,  and  only  known  by 
fome  defperate  afls,  for  which  he  had  formerly  been  impri- 
foned,  and,  having  made  his  efcape,  fled  the  kingdom.  One 
of  thefe  defperate  a£ls  was  an  attempt  to  murder  Sir  Thomas 
Pelham.  On  being  challenged  for  an  affront  he  had  given 
to  one  captain  BuUer,  he  refufed  to  give  him  the  fansfaclion 
he  demanded,  but  fent  him  word  he  would  cut  his  throat. 
Clarendon^s  HiJIory,  vol.  L  p.  262.  Nalfon,  vol.  II.  p.  774. 

The 
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The  feals  were  taken  from  Sir  Henry  Vane  *  ;  Anno  .h^, 
and  a  proclamation  was  ilTued  for  obedience  to 
the  laws  for  eftablilhing  the  true  religion  in  Eng~ 
land  f.  Falkland,  Culpepper,"  Hyde,  Caple, 
and  other  diilinguiflied  members  of  the  lower 
houfe,  who  had  hitherto  concealed  their  change 
of  fentimiCnts  with  great  induflry,  m^ade  no  fcru- 
ple  to  avow  their  apoli:acy  from  the  popular 
caufe ;  and  not  only  declaimed  againll  the  pro- 
ceedings of  its  leaders,  but  fided  with  the  court 
in  every  queftion.  The  houfe  of  Lords  had 
lately  been  very  refraftory :  they  had  given  the 
Commons  no  fatisfa<5lion  on  the  exclufion-bili, 
nor  yet  in  their  demand  for  fequeftering  the  fix- 
teen  impeached  biiliops  ;  and  had  made  fome 
obje6lions  to  the  bill  for  prelBng  foldiers  for  the 
Irifh  fervice  t. 

*  The  king  had  before  deprived  him  of  the  ofRce  of  trea^- 
furer  of  the  houfhold,  and  conferred  it  on  the  lord  Saville;. 
Savillc  had  been  promifed  the  preiidentfiiip  of  the  North', 
if  that  Gommiffion  had  not  been  declaredillegal*  Clarendon^ 
vol.  I.  p.  255. 

f  By  the  True  R.eligion  was  meant  all  thofe  ceremonies 
which  the  Commons  had  by  ordinance  forbidden,  and  a 
conformity  to  the  prefent  form  of  divine  v/orihip,  though 
it  was  repugnant  to  the  confciences  of  the  greater  number 
of  the  people,  and  had  been  acknowledged  to  need  altera- 
tion, by  a  committee  of  biihops  and  other  divines,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  coniideron  the-mat- 
ter.  Naljon,  vol.  11.  p.  765. 

J  Differences  had  gone  {o  far  between  the  two  houfes, 
that,  in  a  conference  on  the  fore- mentioned  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  were  given  to  underftand,  that  if  they  would  not  con- 
fent  to  the  pafling  the  bill  the  Commons  had  already  fent 
up,  and  fome  others  neceffary  for  the  fafety  and  prefervation 
of  the  kingdom,  that  the  Commons  (being  the  reprefentav 
tive  body  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  their  lordli^ips  bei- 
ing  but  as  particular  perfons,  and  coming  to  parliament 
in  a  particular  capacity)  might  join  with  thofe  Lords  who 
were  fenfible  of  the  public  daf>ger,  and  reprefent  the  fame 
wnto  his  majelly, 

H  2  Thefe 
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Aniio  1641.  Thefe  circumftances  irritated,  but  did  not  in- 
timidate the  leaders  of  the  oppofition.  They 
knew  the  ftrength  of  their  popularity,  and  were 
determined  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
pari.  Hift.  A  remonftrance  was  accordingly  drawn  up  *  : 
^"^'e^'&fc  ^^  contained  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
grievances  it  had  fufFered  from  the  ill  govern- 
m-ent  of  the  King  -f,  and  from  a  malignant  and 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  prepare  a  general  remonftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
and  the  particular  grievances  it  had  fuftained  on  the  firft 
meeting  of  the  parliament ;  but  it  fcarce  met,  and  was 
never  fpoken  of  till  the  re-meeting  of  the  parliament,  after 
the  plot  in  Scotland,  when  Mr.  Strode  moved,  that  that 
committee  might  be  revived.  Hacket,  in  his  Life  of  Bifhop 
Williams,  fays,  That  the  remonftrance  was  moulded  in 
Mr.  Pym's  houfe  ;  that  Williams  (who  had  corrupted  Pym's 
fervant,  who  had  been  fent  to  him  concerning  his  caufe  in 
the  Star- Chamber,  which  was  intended  to  be  exhibited 
among  other  irregularities)  had  gotten  certain  intelligence 
of  the  defign  of  the  party,  and  had  perfuaded  the  king  not 
to  go  among  the  Scots,  who  he  knew,  he  faid,  would  re- 
veal to  their  friends  in  England  all  the  King  told  them,  but 
to  ftay  at  home,  and  endeavor  to  corrupt  the  members  of 
the  Englifii  parliament  man  by  man.  Clar.  B'tJ},  vol.  I. 
p.  239.     Hacket* s  Life  of  Willi a7m^  fol.  ed.  part  II,  p.  163. 

-|-  Among  the  long  lift  of  grievances,  the  Commons  com- 
plain, that  many  families  had  been  rained  by  exceiTive  fees 
for  compofition  of  wardfliips ;  that  undue  proceedings  had 
been  ufed  in  finding  of  offices  to  make  the  jury  find  for  the 
King;  that  commiflions  had  been  granted  for  examining 
the  excefs  of  fees,  and,  when  great  exaclions  had  been  dif- 
covered,  compofitions  had  been  made  with  delinquenrs,  not 
only  for  the  time  paft,  but  likevvife  for  immunity  and  fecu- 
rity  for  the  time  to  come;  that  merchants  had  been  prohi- 
bited to  unlade  their  goods  in  fuch  parts  as  were  for 
their  own  advantage,  and  forced  to  bring  them  to  thofe 
places  which  were  moft  for  the  advantages  of  monopolizers 
-and  projeftors ;  that  large  quantities  of  ground  had  been 
taken  from  the  fubjefl  by  color  of  the  ftatute  of  improvement, 
and  by  abufe  of  the  commifTjon  of  fewers ;  and  that  fhe  con- 
verfion  of  arable  intopafture,  and  the  continuance  of  paflure, 
had,  under  the  name  ofdepopulation, drawn  many  millions  out 
of  the  fubjefts'  purfes.  They  complain,  that,  notvvithllanding 

the 
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pernicious  defign  of  fubverting  the  fundamental  *'^''''°  '^^'^ 
laws  and  principles  of  government,  which  had 

the  large  fums  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  fubjefts  by  the 
illegal  enhancement  of  the  rates  on  tonnage  and  poundage,  and 
the  impofition  of  Ihip-money,  on  pretence  of  guarding  the 
coafts,  yet  the  merchants  had  been  left  fo  naked  to  the  ra- 
pine of  the  Turki(h  pirates,  that  many  great  fhips  of  value 
had  been  taken,  and  thoufands  of  his  majefty's  fubje6ls  car- 
ried into  miferable  flavery.  Under  the  article  in  which  the 
Commons  mention  the  privilege  of  parliament  broken  by  the 
imprifonment  of  its  members,  they  afiert,  that  one  of  them 
(meaning  Sir  John  Elliot)  died  by  the  cruelty  and  harfhnefs 
of  his  confinement,  which  would  admit  of  no  relaxation, 
notwithftanding  the  imminent  danger  of  his  life  did  fuffi- 
ciently  appear  by  the  declaration  of  his  phyficians ;  that 
judges  had  been  put  out  of  their  places  for  refufing  to  aift 
againft  their  oaths ;  that  lawyers  had  been  checked  for  be- 
ing faithful  to  their  clients ;  and  that  folicitors  and  attor- 
uies  had  been  threatened,  and  fome  punifhed,  for  foliowing 
lawful  fuits.  They  complain,  that  the  King  had  taken 
away  the  arms  of  the  trained-bands  of  divers  counties. 
They  complain  of  the  king's  engroffing  all  the  gunpowder, 
keeping  it  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  fetting  fo  high  a 
price  upon  it  that  the  poorer  fort  were  not  able  to  buy  it, 
nor  could  any  of  the  fubjedls  have  it  without  licence  ;  fo 
that  not  only  an  unlawful  advantage  was  made  of  the  com- 
modity, but  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  left  without  a 
Keceffary  defence.  They  complain  of  the  general  deftruc* 
tion  of  the  King's  timber  fold  to  Papifts,  especially  in  the 
Forell  of  Dean,  the  bell  ftorehoufe  in  the  kingdom  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  fhipping.  They  complain  of  the  taking 
away  people's  property,  under  color  of  the  King's  title  to 
land  between  high  and  low  water  mark.  In  that  part  of  the 
remonftrance  which  mentions  the  power  and  intrigues  of  the 
Papifts,  with  the  encouragement  they  had  received  from 
court,  it  is  afferted,  that  commiflions  had  been  fecretly  given 
to  men  of  that  profeiTion  for  levying  foldiers,  to  be  employ- 
ed according  to  private  inllruftions.  The  Commons  make 
no  fcruple  to  fay  in  this  remonftrance,  that  the  declarations 
which  had  been  publiflied  to  afperfe  their  proceedings,  on 
their  difiblution,  were  untrue  and  fcandalous. 

It  h  ob(eivable,  that  Rufh worth  has  omitted  the  conclu- 
fion  of  this  famous  remonftrance.  Fiiie  a  Remonjlrance  of  the 
Stats  of  the  Kingdome^  publi/hed  by  Authority^  Printedi  Landon^ 
for  Jojeph  Hunjcuit,  1 641,  4to.  p.  53. 

H  3  takea 
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Anno  1641,  taken  place  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign  :  it 
reprefented  the  advantage  the  people  had  received 
from  the  operations  of  this  parliament :  it  com- 
plained of  the  bad  counfels  which  the  King  ftill 
followed  :     it  complained    of    the   cabals    and 
wicked  intrigues  of  Papifts,  and  other  malig- 
nants  :  it    infmuated,    that  thefe  cabals  and  evil 
counfels  had  been  productive  of  the  Irilh  rebel- 
lion ;    and  that  England  would  have   been  the 
prologue  to  this  tragedy  had  not  former  defigns 
been  difcovered  and  prevented  :  it  complained, 
that  the  malignant  party,  which  had  been  at  firft 
fuppreffed  by  the  vigor  and  authority  of  this  par- 
liament, were  now  reviving,  to  the  diftraftion  of 
public  affairs,   and  to  the  obitruflion  of  thofe 
good  defigns  which  the  Commons   had  in  view 
for  the  advantage  of  the  commonwealth.     The 
Commons  juitify  themfelves  from  thofe  afper- 
fions  which    the  malignant  party  had  flung  on 
their  proceedings  •,    fhew  that  there  are  no  hopes 
of  cflablifhing  things  on  a  right  footing,  whilft 
bifhops  and    recufant  lords  were  fo  prevalent  in 
the   upper  houfe  ;    and    conclude   the    remon- 
llrance  with  a  detail  of  j:he  courfes  they  thought 
neceffary  to  be  purfued  for  perfeding  the  work 
of  reformation,  and  removing  all  impediment  to 
the  happinefs  and  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

Among  thefe  are  fome  farther  reflraints  upon 
Papifts,  "  Seeing  their  religion,  fays  the  re- 
monflrance,  has  fuch  principles  as  do  neceflarily 
tend  to  the  deftrudlion  and  extirpation  of  all 
Proteftants."  That  the  King  fhould  employ 
fuch  counfellors  and  minifters  as  the  parliament 
could  confide  in ;  that  counfellors  of  Hate 
fhould  be  fworn  to  obferve  the  lav/s  which  con- 
cern the  fubjecSt  in  his  liberty ;  that  good  couffes 
Ihould  be  taken  to  perfed  the  union  of  the  two 

king- 
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kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  to  la-  ^nno  1641. 
bor,  by  offices  of  friendfhip,  to  unite  all  the  fo- 
reign churches  to  Great  Britain,  that,  by  a  mu- 
tual concurrence  to  the  fame  common  end,  the 
good  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Proteftant  profef- 
fion  might  be  fecured.  In  this  remonftrance  the 
Commons  declare,  that  their  intention  is  not  to 
fet  up  an  independancy  in  matters  of  religion : 
they  profefs,  that  they  intend  to  reduce  that 
pomp  and  power  which  the  prelates  had  aiTumed, 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God  and  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  that  they  intend  to  unburthen  confciences 
of  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  fiipprefs  innovations, 
and  take  away  the  monuments  of  idolatry  :  they 
own  that  the  King  is  to  be  entrufted  with  the 
ecclefiaflical  law,  as  well  as  v/ith  .the  temporal, 
but  then  he  was  to  regulate  the  difcipline  of  the 
church  of  England  by  fuch  rule  of  order  as  was 
cftablifhed  by  parliament ;  to  efte6t  this  eilab- 
lifhment,  they  profefs,  that  they  defire  the  affiil- 
ance  of  a  general  fynod  of  the  moft  pious  and 
learned  divines,  both  of  this  ifland  and  of  fo- 
reign parts  *.  The  court  fadlion,  and  thofe  in-  clarendon's 
dining  to  that  fcale,  were  at  this  time  fo  ftrong,  ^'2457^'  ^* 
even  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  it  was  not  without  &  feq, 
great  difficulty  that  this  remonftrance  pafTed. 
The  leaders  of  the  popular  intereft  looked  on  it 

*  The  Commons  fpeak  very  plainly  their  intention  of 
erefling  a  new  form  of  church  difcipline.  It  is  not  to  be 
fappofed,  that  they  would  have  been  fo  explicit  on  this  im- 
portant fubjed  in  an  appeal  to  the  people,  if  they  had  not 
been  alTured  that  an  alteration  in  this  point  was  agreeable 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation.  This  fad- alone,  without 
the  evidence  of  petitions  prefented  in  the  names  of  whole 
counties  and  of  all  ranks  of  men,  is  a  plain  contradiclion  to 
thofe  authors  who  have  reprefented  that  this  defire  of  altera- 
tion in  church  matters  was  confined  to  a  minor  faftion  in 
the  nation,  fupported  by  a  majority  in  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament. 

H  4  as 
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Anno  1641.  as  the  touchilone  of  the  (Irength  of  each  party, 
and  fpared  neither  argument,  entreaty,  nor  artful 
management,  to  procure  fuccefs.  It  was  at 
length  obtained,  with  great  difficulty,  the  debate 
lading  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  twelve  at 
night  -f,  and  the  queftion  only  carried  by  a  ma- 

joarnais  of  joHty  of  z  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  againft  a  hun- 

Commons.   ^j.^^  ^^ J  forty-eight  J. 

f  Rufti worth  fays,  from  three  in  the  afternoon  till  three 
in  the  morning.  Sir  Philip  Warvylck,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  debate,  fays  that  it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
when  the  remonftrance  paffed.  Whitlock  differs  from  the 
three  authorities,  and  fays  that  the  debate  lafted  from  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  ten  the  next  morning.  JVhitlocky 
p.  49.     JVariJuick'' s  Memoirs.,  4to  ed.  p.  202. 

X  This  remonftrance  was  looked  on  by  ihe  oppofers  of  the 
court  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  their  farther  curtailing 
the  power  of  the  crown;    and   the  farther  curtailing  the 
power  of  the  crown  they  looked  on  as  effential  to  the  pre- 
iervation  of  thofe  privileges  the  public  had  already  obtained, 
'       Indeed,  this  circumftance  was  fo  obvious  to  common  reafon, 
that  the  party  did  not  expedl  to  meet  with  the  difficulty  they 
found  in  gaining  thpir  point.     On  the  remonftrance  being 
called  for  late  in  the  day,   the  lord  Falkland,  at  this  time  a 
zealous   courtier,   moved,    that  it  fhould  be  entered  on  the 
next  morning.     Oliver  Cromwell,  as  ftaunch  in  court  oppo- 
sition, afked,  '*  Why  he  would  have  it  put  off?  for  itv/ould 
be  quickly   determined."     '*  Sure,  anfwered  Falkland,  it 
will  take  up  fome   debate."     To  this  Cromwell  replied, 
**  That  he  believed  it  would  be  a  forry  one."     The  next 
day,  when  the  debate  was  over,  Cromwell  told  Falkland, 
**   That  he  would  take  his  word  another  time,    Ify  added  he, 
the  remonftrance  had  been  rejefted,    I  would  immediately 
have   fold  all  I  have ;    and  I  know  there  are  m.any  more 
lioneft  men  of  the  fame  refolution."     Sir  Edward  Deering, 
a  man  of  a  vain  and  variable  difpolition,  who  had  been  firft 
flattered  by  the  puritanical  party  in  parliament  into  being 
an  aftive  agent  againft  epifcopacy,  on  fome  difguft,  was  now 
Shrunk  back  into  his  original  orthodoxy  in    civil  and  reli- 
gious politics,  and  made  two  violent   fpeeches  againft  the 
remonftrance.     Clarendcn^s   Hijiorjy  vol.  I.  p.  246,  ^  feq. 
Nal/on,   vol.  II.  p.  664,  i^  fiq. 
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The  queftion  for  the  printing  it,  put  by  Mr.  Anno  1641. 
Hamden,  was  in  all  probability  gained  by  the 
impetuofity  of  Mr.  Hyde,  who,  contrary  to  the 
cuftoms  and  order  of  the  houfe,  defired  leave  to 
proteil  againft  it.  Mr.  Hyde's  example  excited 
Jeffery  Palmer  and  others  to  cry  out  in  a  tumul- 
tuous manner,  "  They  did  proteil."  This  not 
.only  put  a  flop  to  all  quiet  and  free  debate,  but  y^^^^-,^^-, 
;night  have  occafioned  bloodfhed,  had  not  the  Memoirs, 
calm  fagacious  Mr.  Hamden  put  an  end  to  the  P" 
difpute  by  propofing  to  adjourn  till  two  o'clock 
the  next  afternoon.  On.  the  re- meeting,  Mr. 
Pym  reprefented  the  diforders  of  the  preceding 
jday,  the  houfe  having  been  nearly  engaged  in 
blood,  the  confequence,  as  hQ  ailedged,  of  Mr. 
Hyde's  tranfgreflion.  The  rhetoric  of  a  Pym  was 
;iot  neceiTary  to  convince  the  houfe  that  much 
mifchief  would  refuk  from  fuch  a  precedent,  if 
permitted  to  go  unpuniified.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
committed  to  the  Tower*-,  and  the  houfe  being 
incenfed  at  the  growing  infolence  of  the  declared 
pariizans  of  the  court,  the  quedion  for  printing 
the  remonftrance  pafTed  with  little  cppofition.  It 
was  ftrongly  attacked  by  the  King's  party,  as  a 
iignal  that  the  Commons  intended  farther  en- 
croachments on  royal  prerogative,  and  that  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  total  abolition  of  monarchical 
power  W'ould  fatisfy  that  afpiring  body.  Thefe 
infinuations  had  little  effed:  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  or  were  more  than  balanced  by  a  review 
ot*  the  King's  illegal  violent  adminidration.  That 
apparent  combination  of  prelatical,  papiftical, 
and  monarchical  interefl:,  which  had  made  iuch 
bold  attempts   to   pluck  up   by  the  root  every 

*  Mr.  Hyde  was  faved  from  this  fentence  by  the  interell 
of  the  northern  members,  to  whom  he  had  ingratiated  him- 
felf  by  his  fpeech  againli  the  court  of  York, 

principle 
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Anao  1641.  principle  of  Liberty  v/hich  yet  remained  in  the 
conftitiition,  had  entered  intofo  nianyconfpiracies 
againfi  the  authority  of  parliament*,    and  now 
dealt  forth  unparalleled  defcrudion  in  Ireland, 
were,  to  the  public,  objects  of  a  much  more  ter- 
rible nature  than  the  apprehenfions  of  idle  feififh 
courtiers,  and  bigoted  formalifls.    They  remem- 
bered with  what  perfidy,  with  what  violation  of 
every  thing  which   was  facrcd,   the  Petition  of 
Right  had  been  invaded,  and  were  determined, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  impairing  a  government 
from  which  themfelves  and  their  anceftors  had  re- 
ceived nothing  but  injuries,  to  fecure  their  new- 
acquired  privileges  from   future  attacks  of  the 
crown. 
Commons'        The  rem,onflrance  of  the  Commons  was  pre- 
petidon,and  fentcd  to  the  King  with  a  petition  which  openly 
ftr'anceof     infinuatcd  his  concurrence  in  the  Irifh  rebellion, 
tbeftateof  complaincd  of  thofe  bad  counfels  which  had  oc- 
dom.         cafioned  fuch  variety  of  mifchiefs,  and  demanded, 
Rufhworth,  ^g  ^  fecurity  from  farther  evils,  that  bifhops,  who 
p.  4S7.'       had  longadled  as  corrupt  inftruments  of  defpotifm 
and  Popery,  fliould  be  deprived  of  their  votes  in 
parliament,     the   immoderate  pov/er  they    had 
vifurped  over  the  clergy  abridged,  and  that  every 
office  of  comimand  Ihould  be  alone  trufted  to  per- 
fons  on  whom  the  parliament  could  confide.  The 
King's  anfwer  to  this  petition  was  in  vague  and 
c-eneral  terms  :    After  blamino-  the  Commons  for 
publifhing  it,  contrary  to  his  exprefs  intimation, 
and  cenfuring  their  declaration   as  an  unparlia- 
mentary proceeding,  he  tells  them,  that  he  does 
not  know  what  they  mean  by  a  wicked  and  ma- 
lignant party  prevalent  in  the  government  f^  he, 

*  At  this  time  the  guardian  of  popular  privileges. 
f  Notwithilanding  the  particular  fails  mentioned  in  the 
remonllrance  to  prove  this  afTertion. 

had 
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had  ever  concurred  with  all  the  jull  deiires  of  His  Anno  1641, 
people  to  preferve  the  peace  and  fafety   of  the 
kingdom  from  the  defigns  of  the  Popifh  party  *. 
Though  the  rernonftrance  did    not  accufe  the 
King  of  being  a  Papift  in  his  heart,  yet  he  takes 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  clear  himfelf  on  this  par-  . 
ticular,  and  infinuates,  that,  fince  he  is  convinced 
of  the  purity  of  the  Proreflant  religion,  it  is  not 
poffible  he  fhould  encourage  the  Popifh  faith  f. 
He  a/Ferts,  that  the  bifhops'  right  of  voting  in 
parliament  is  grounded  on  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  kingdom  5  that  the  power  of  the  clergy  is 
well  moderated  by  taking  away  the  Kigh  com- 
milTion  courts  he  is  contented  to  call  a  national 
fyno.d  to  examine  fuch  ceremonies  as  give  juft 
offence  J ;    but   as  for   corruption   in   religion, 
which  they  had  objeifled,    he  is  perfuaded  that 
there  cannot  be  found  on  earth  that  clmrch  which 
profefTed   the  true  religion  with  more  purity  of 
dodrine  than  the  church  of  England.     After  an 
high  panegyric  on  the  beauty  of  its  difcipline  and 
dod:rinc,    he  declares,  he  will,  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  maintain  it  in  its  glory,  not  only  againft  all 
invafions  of  Popery,  but  alio  from  the  irreverence 
of  thofe  many  fchifmatics  and  feparatifts  where- 
with the   kingdom  abounded.     To  that  part  of 
the  Commons'  petition  concerning  counlellors, 

*  On  this  afTertion  of  the  King's  Rapin  juftly  obferves, 
that  it  was  true  he  had  never  rejecled  the  petitions  prefented 
to  him  on  this  occafion  ;  but  then  it  was  no  iefs  true,  that  his 
promifes  in  this  refpedl  had  never  been  executed.  Rapin,  vol. 
XL  p.  2j6i. 

f  Notwithflanding,  as  Rapin  obferves,  his  conduft  had 
ihewn  that  this  confequence  did  not  neceiTmly  follow. 
Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  267. 

J  The  King  knew  that  the  Commons  would  never  agree 
to  a  national  fyn-od  on  his  terms  j  viz.  the  including  in  it  the 
bifhops  and  their  adherents, 

the 


ic3  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Anno  1645.  the  Kins  alFerts,  that  it  is  his  undoubted  prero- 
gative to  call  thoie  to  his  lecret  counfels,  to  pub- 
lic employments,  and  his  particular  fervices,  as 
he  ihouid  think  fit-,  and  tells  them,  that  he  has 
never  ele(5i:ed  any  to  theie  offices  but  what  had 
given  good  teilimonies  of  their  abilities  and  inte- 
grity ^.  The  anfwer  to  the  remonftrance  was  as 
vague  as  this  anfwer  to  the  petition,  as  little  cal- 
culated to  give  fatisfaclion  to  the  Commons  on 
the  articles  of  their  demands,  and  as  totally  de- 
ficient in  point  of  juilifying  the  King's  condu6t. 
It  finillies  with  a  promife  to  obferve  and  maintain 
the  eltablifhed  laws-,  but  in  the  fame  general 
terms  which  the  King  had  before  frequently  ufed, 
and  to  which  he  had  always  given  what  fenfe  he 
thought  proper  -j-. 

Whilft  thefe  difputes  fubfifled  between  the 
King  and  tlie  houfe  of  Commons,  the  affairs  of 
Ireland  grev/  every  day  more  defperate.  The 
luccor  vt/hich  the  Scots  had  offered  for  fubduing 
this  rebellion  had  not,  on  prudential  reafons,, 
been  immediately  accepted  by  the  Englifh  houfe 
of  Commons:  they  had  received  good  intelligence 
from  their  committee  in  that  kifigdom,  that  if 
they  agreed  to  the  providing  for  an  effedlual 
number  of  men  to  be  raifed  in  Scotland,  the  King 
would  have  infifted  on  the  commanding  them 
himfelf;  a  circumilance  of  the  mod  dangerous 

*  The  King,  in  order  to  pay  his  wife  a  compliment,  very 
improperly  infinuates  the  efficacy  of  her  mediation 'in' the 
exerciie  of  this  important  part  of  the  royal  office 

f  Mr.  Hvde,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  tells  us,  in  the 
liiilory  of  his  Life,  '*  That  he  was  the  author  of  this  anfwer 
to  the  remonftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that 
this  performance,  together  with  his  conftant  oppofition  to  all 
propofals  of  altering,  or  reforming  the  church-government, 
were  the  particulars  which  recommended  him  to  the  King's 
favor."     Clarendon  s  Life i  vol.  1.  p.  85,  ^  Jeq, 

kind. 


CHARLES      I.  109 

kind.     This  apprehenfion  being  removed  on  the  Anno  1641.. 
return  of  the  King,    the  Commons  voted,  that 
ten  thoufand  Scots  (hould  be  fent  into  Ireland, 
on  condition  that  they  would  condefcend  to  be 
commanded  by  the  government  of  England  fet- 
tled in  Ireland.     It  was  refoived,  that  ten  thou- 
fand foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe  fliould  beraifed 
in  England  for  the  fame  fervice,     It  was  fome 
time  before  this  refolution  v/as  carried  into  prac- 
tice,   the   houfe  of  Lords  having  refufed  their 
alTent  to  a  preamble  in  the  bill  for  preffing  men 
for  the  particular  fervice  of  Ireland,  declaratory 
of  the  fubjedls' privileges  ;  viz.  "  That  the  King 
had  in  no  cafe,  excepting  that  of  invalion   from 
a  foreign  power,    authority  to  prefs  men  into  his 
fervice."      This  afiertion  aboliihed  that  noxious 
prerogative   which  the    crown  had    afTumcd    of 
obliging  men  to  perform   any  ta&  of  pretended 
public  fervice  which  fliould  beimpofed  on  them; 
a  prerogative  which,    in   this  reign,    had   been 
ufed   as  a  punilhment  to  refradory  members  of 
parliament,  and  to  all  ranks  of  men  who  had  re- 
fufed to  comply   with  the   King's  illegal   com- 
mands, to  the  great  detriment  of  their  fortune 
arid  health.     Notwithftanding  that  fuch  a  limita- 
tion of  regal  authority  was  necefiary  to  the  fecu- 
rity  and  free  enjoyment  of  perfon,  time,  and  pro- 
perty, yet  the  Peers,  who  had  (liewn  lately  fome 
fymptoms  of  diftruft  and  jealoufy,  v/ere  very  ob- 
iiinate  on  this  article;    befides  the  whole  bench 
of  bifhops,    who  were  always  a  dead  weight  on 
the  fide  of  prerogative,   the  greater  number  of 
temporal  lords  began  to  apprehend  that  that  no- 
ble fpirit  of  Liberty  which   flamed  in  the  lower 

houfe,  and  from  thence  difFufed  itself  throuo-h 

....  ^ 

the  whole  nation,  might  in  its  confequences  affed: 

their  particular  privileges ;    and,  as  the  nature, 

ufe. 
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Anno  1641.  ufe,  and  operations  of  government  began  to  be 
pretty  generally  underflcod,  that  the  Commons 
would,  in  their  relearches  on  this  fubjedl,  difcover 
this  important  truth,  "^  That  invidious  diftindions 
and  privileges  are  lb  far  from  being  inilrumental 
to  the  authority  of  laws,  or  the  order,  regularity, 
and  decency  of  fociety,  that  they  mull  necefiarily 
a6l  contrary  to  thefe  purpofes  *."  To  the  bafenefs 
of  a  felfifh  confideration  did  the  nobility  iacrifice 
the  principles  of  realon,  juftice,  and  honor  -,  and 
all,  except  a  few,  who,  failing  with  the  full  tide 
of  popular  favor,  were  tranfported  beyond  the 
current  of  their  natural  affedtion,  inclined  to  take 
llielter  under  the  tyranny  of  the  crov/n,  from  the 
dreaded  invafion  of  democracy.  Nor  did  the 
bleeding  perfecuted  (late  of  the  Irifli  Proteftants, 
nor  the  infolent  pretenfions  of  the  Papifls,  who 
demanded  a  full  toleration  of  their  religion  in  Ire- 
land f,  prevail  with  them  to  pafs  the  preffing  a£ls 
for  raifing  land  and  fea  forces.  In  vain  did  the 
Commons  protell,  that  the  lofs  of  Ireland  mAifl 
be  imputed  to  the  Lords  >  the  Lords  continued 

*  The  juft  Freedoms  of  fociety  depend  not  fo  much  on  the 
lenity  of  the  laws,  as  the  entire  and  equal  fubjeflion  to  the 
authority  of  the  law ;  a  thing  much  impeded  by  every  poli- 
tical diilinftion  and  privilege  which  is  partial :  as  the  Free- 
dom of  fociety  is  materially  aiFe6led  by  it,  fo  is  the  regui* 
larity,  order,  and  decency  of  it.  The  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
muft  ever  prevail  in  thofe  communities  where  part  of  its 
members  can,  by  their  authority,  protedl  others  in  the  com- 
miffion  of  crimes,  or  evade,  in  their  own  perfons,  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  law. 

t  On  the  parliament' being  inforpned,  that  the  Irifh  rebels 
had  prefented  a  remonftrance  for  peace,  the  terms  of  vi'hic  h 
were,  to  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  a  repeal 
of  all  laws  to  thecontrary,  both  houfes  refolvedj  that  they 
never  would  give  confent  to  fuch  a  toleration  of  the  Popifti 
religion  in  Ireland,  or  any  other  hie  majeily's  dominions. 
FarL  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  96. 

inflexible: 
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inflexible :  and  the  Commons,  finding  that  no  amo  164.1, 
arguments  could  prevail,  ordered  their  committee 
on  the  Irifh  affairs  to  meet  no  more*  This  dif-  " 
agreement  occafioned  a  fatal  pauie  in  the  military- 
preparations.  It  was  at  length  compofed  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  King;  who,  apprehending 
that  the  Lords  would  give  way  to  the  extreme  ur- 
gency of  the  occafion,  came  to  the  houfe,  and* 
taking  notice  of  the  bill  then  depending,  offered] 
to  pafs  it  with  z.fahojure  for  the  King  and  people  j 
at  the  fame  time  teilifying  his  difpleafure  at  thofe. 
who  began  a  difpute  which,  he  faid,  concerned 
his  antient  and  undoubted  prerogative.  This  un- 
conilitutiorlal  meafure  acled  like  magic  on  the- 
counfels  of  the  upper  houfe :  the  popular  lords, 
did  not  fail  to  enlarge  themfelves  on  the  fubjedt; 
the  affembly,  prejudiced  as  it  was,  took  fire  at  lb 
manifeft  a  violation  of  their  rights^    and  voted,, 

*  The  Lords  were  fo  deiirous  to  get  the  Commons  to  give 
up  the  claufe.  they  excepted,  againlt  in  the  prefling  a(5ls,  that 
though  the  diilrefTes  of  the  Iriih  Proteftants  called  for  imme- 
diate affifiance,  they  would  not,  fpr.  fome  time^  give  th^ir 
alFent  that  ten  thoufand  Scots  ihould  befent  into  that  country, 
unlefs  the  Commons  would  agree  to  the  fending  over  Englifh 
forces  at  the  fame  time;  though  the  council  of  Ireland  had 
only  defire'd  the  aiTii1:ance  of  ten  thoufand  Scots,  and  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  '  Thus  they  hoped  that  the  defire 
of  relieving  the  extreme  miferies  of  Ireland  would,  compel  the 
Commons  to  recede  from  a  point  on  which  the  Liberties  of 
the  fjbjeft,  throughout  the  whole Britilh  empire,  depended. 
Two  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Lords  on  this  fubjcQ  : 
One  from  feveral  frilhrnen  of  property  then  refsding.at  Lon- 
don, fetting  forth  the  deftruf^lion  which  was  likely  to  fall  on 
the  Irilh  Proteftants,  unlefs  .relieved ;  and  that  ten  thoufand 
men  out  of  Scotland,  whofe  alTiftance  was  within  three  hours, 
would  afford  a  powerful  aid  :  another  froni  feveral  nierchants 
who  had  large  property  in  Ireland,  complaining  of  the  un- 
feafonable  delay  which  had  been  given  to  the  affairs  of  that 
kingdom.  Nalfon,  vol.  11.  p.  769,  ^  feq*  yj^j^f^^'  P^rl, 
tLJL  vol.  X.  p.  41,  119. 

that 
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Anno  1641.  that  their   privileges  were  broken  by  the  King's 
taking  notice  of  the  bill  whilft  in  agitation,  by  his 
propounding  a  provifional  claufe    before  it  was 
presented  to  him,  and  by  his  expreffing  his  dif- 
pleafure  againil  perfons  for  matters  moved  in  par- 
liament.    The  fame  votes  pafTing  with  the  Com- 
mons, both  houfes  united  in  a  declaration  vindi- 
catory of  their  privileges;  at  the  fame  time  peti- 
tioning the  King,  that  he  would  declare  the  au- 
thors of  the  mif-information  and  evil  counfel,  that 
they  might  receive  condign  punifhment.     The 
King  excufed  himfelf  from  having  been  guilty  of 
any  defigned  breach  of  privilege,  but  utterly  re- 
fufed  the  naming  any  perfon  who  had' given  him 
information  or  counfel  on  the  fubjedt  *. 

*  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  St.  John  the  folicitor-general, 
to  betray  the  King  into  committing  an  irregularity,  which 
he  knew  would  offend  the  Lords,  and  effeft  a  reconciliation 
between  the  two  houfes,  advifed  him  to  take  this  ftep.     Cla- 
rendon's affertions  are,  for  the  moft  part,  made  with  much 
more  confidence  than  judgment.     To  blacken  the  men  he 
hates,  he  debafes  the  charafter  of  the  King,  the  profeffed 
hero  of  his  tale,  and  makes  him  ever  the  dupe  to  the  poorcft- 
laid  fchenies  of  his  enemies.     Had  this  been  the  cafe,  it  is 
not  likely  that  Charles  would  have  fo  ftrenuoufly  denied  the 
naming  the  perfon  from  whom  he  received  fuch  counfel :   he 
would  have  been  glad  of  fo  favorable  an  opportunity  to  have 
leiTened  the  credit  of  St.  John   with  the  popular  party;  or  at 
leaft  to  have  fhewn  the  parliament,  that,  in  the  matter  they 
fomuch  cavilled  at,  he  was  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  man 
in  vvhofe  knowledge   of  the   conlHtution,  and  in  whofe  in- 
tegrity,   they  had  an  high  opinion  :    thus  the  tables,might 
have   been  turned,    and    St.    John   and  his  parry  made  tlie 
dupes,  inilead  of  Charles.     If  Charles  himfelf  had  not  had 
fenfe  enough  to  make  the  bell  of  fo  favorable  an  opportunity, 
it  is  odd  that   Clarendon,    who  wa^  at  this  time  one  of  lis 
principal   advifers,    and  who  pretends  to  knov/  the  whole 
intrigue,  ihould  not  have  given  him  proper  counfel.    It  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  Clarendon,  v/ith  as  improbable  a  founda- 
tion, accufes  lord  Say  of  the  fame  ad'  of  treachery.     Claren- 
HGti'i  HiJ}.  vol.  I.  p.  258. 

Not- 
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Notwitliftanding  the  harmony  which  feemed  Anno  1641 
to  fubfift  between  the  two  houfes,  the  pubjic  af- 
iairs  continued  yet  in  an  unfettled  turbujent  Hate. 
The  prefling  ad  had  not  yet  pafTed  the  upper 
houfe  ;  the  important  bufinels  of  Ireland  confe- 
quently  flood  ftill.     Nothing  was  determined  in 
the  grand  point  of  ecclefiaftical  policy  ;  bifhops, 
the  fuppofed  obftacles  to  both  civil  and  religious 
reformation,  yet  maintained  their  feats  in  parlia- 
ment.    The  public  were  continually  harraffed 
and  alarmed  with  the  fears  of  Popifh  plots  and 
confpiracies.     Lunsford,  that  profligate  foldier 
of  fortune,   was  yet,  in  fpite  of  the  endeavors  of 
the  lower  houfe,  continued  in  the  command  of 
the  Tower ;  and,  upon  fome  examinations  which 
pafTed  at  this  time,  the  Commons  voted,  "  That  Toumaisof 
there  was  fufficient  evidence  to  believe  there  had  commors, 
been   a  fecond  attempt  to  bring  up  the  army  ^° 2/337!  * 
againfl   the  parliament,     and    an   intention   to 
make  the  Scotch  army  fland  neuter."     On  this 
examination,  Daniel  O'Neale  being  voted  guilty 
of  high-treafon  *,    was  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons,   and  committed  to  prifon  by  the  Lords. 
Sir  John  Berkley,   Sir  Hugh  Pollard,  Afhburn- 
ham,  and  Wilmot,  were  voted  guilty  of  mifpri- 
fion  of  treafon  f.     A  fafb  was  at  this  time  re- 
folved  on  J.     It  was  ordered,  that  a  declaration 

*  On  the  examination  of  Daniel  O'Neale  before  the 
Lords,  he  pleaded  the  a£l  of  oblivion.  His  plea  was  not  al- 
lowed ;  and  a  refolution  pafTed  on  this  occafion,  "  That  it 
belonged  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  tp  interpret  adts  of  parlia- 
ment in  time  of  parliament,  in  any  caufe  which  Ihouid  be 
brought  before  them."     Nal/oft,  vol.  II.  p.  625. 

-f-  It  was  refolved  by  the  Commons,  that  Mr.  Jermyn, 
Mr.  Piercy,  and  Sir  John  Suckling,  fhouid  be  impeached  of 
high-treafon.     /a',  p.  754.. 

X  Marfhal  and  Calamy,  two  favorite  minifters,  having, 
by  the  defire  of  the  Commons,  preached  on  this  occafion, 
they  were  each  of  them  prefented  with  a  piece  of  plate  worth 

Vol.  III.  I  twenty 
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Anno  1641.  fhould  bc  drawQ  up,  for  clearing  his  majefty's 
honor  from  falfe  reports  caft  upon  him  by  tHe 
rebels  in  Ireland  ;  and  a  provifion  to  be  made 
that  there  fhould  be  no  conclufion  of  that  war  to 
the  prejudice  of  this  kingdom -f.  Frefh  ad- 
dreiTes  were  made  to  the  King  for  putting  the  laws 
againfl  Papifts  in  execution  ;  conferences  were 
held  on  the  fubjed;  of  fecuring  their  perfons  J"; 
and  it  was  propofed  by  the  Commons,  that  a  flop 
ihould  be  put  to  the  toleration  of  fo  dangerous  a 
fuperftition.  In  the  midft  of  that  juft  indignation 
which  at  this  time  was  excited  againft  thefe  feft- 
aries,  the  King  folicited  the  confent  of  parliament 
in  reprieving  feven  priefts,  who  had  been  con- 
victed and  condemned  by  due  courfe  of  law. 
Both  houfes  being  exafperated  with  a  letter  they 
had  juft  received  from  Ireland,  containing  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  cruelties  which  had  been 
committed  in  that  kingdom,  and  were  flill  car- 
rying on,  by  the  authority  and  influence  of 
priefts,  joined  in  a  petition  to  the  King,  that  he 
would  fuffer  the   criminals   to   be   executed  *. 

,  twenty  pounds.  Days  were  appointed  for  gathering  col- 
ledlions  towards  the  relief  of  thofe  Englifli  who  had  been 
ftripped  and  fpolled  by  the  Irifh  rebels  :  to  thefe  contribu- 
tions Sir  John  Packer  gave  one  hundred  pounds.  Some  tinie 
after  this  it  was  ordained,  by  the  defire  of  both  houfes,  that 
a  monthly  fail  fhould  be  obferved  during  the  troubles  of 
Ireland.     Nalfon^  vol.  II.  p.  660,  775,  795- 

f  The  Commons  at  the  fame  time  propofed  to  the  Lords, 
to  join  in  a  petition  to  the  queen,  That,  for  the  preventing 
all  fcandalous  reports  and  apprehenlions,  Ihe  v>?ouM  publiik 
a  declaration,  that  fhe  did  abhor  and  deteft  the  perfidious 
and  traiterous  proceedings  of  the  rebels  in  Ireland.  Nalfon, 
vol.  II.  p.  737. 

X  The  Commons  were  delirous  of  getting  rid  of  the  votes 
of  the  Fopifli  lords  ;  but  the  Peers  were  too  tenacious  of 
their  privileges  to  indulge  them  in  this  point. 

*  The  parliament,  endeavoring  to  give  life  to  a  law 
which  ittms  to  have  been  enaded  for  the  prevention  of  the 

fpread- 
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With  this  requeft  the  King  did  not  think  fit  to  Anno  1641* 

fpreading  a  religion  fatal  in  its  nature  to  civil  community, 
the  jufl  laws  of  government,  and  the  rational  principles  of 
fecial  compaft,    has  been  very  feverely  cenfured   by  feveral 
writers,  who  have  condemned   the  penal  laws  for  keeping 
thefe  pernicious  fedaries  from  invading  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious rights  of  their  fellow-citizens  ;  and  have  thrown  Qiarp 
reflexions  on  the  parliaments  of  James  and  Charles,  for  ri- 
gidly infilling  on  their  execution.     To  vindicate  thefe  mag- 
nanimous affemblies,   who  fo  nobly  alTerted  and   eftablifhed 
the  rights  of  Engliihmen,  from  the  accufation  of  cruelty  and 
perfecution,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  notice,  that  the  reformed 
church,  from  its  earlieft  infancy,  fufFered  a  feries  of  unmiti- 
gated perfecutions  from  the  church  of  Rome  ;  who,  unable 
to  convince  by  argument,  had  recourfe  to  the  forcible  per- 
fuafives  of  fecular  punifliments.     In  England,   as  in  many 
other  countries.    Truth,  prevailing  over  the  terrors  of  the 
ftake  and  gibbet,  made  a  flow,  yet  gradual,  progrefs ;  and, 
iiotwithflianding  the  perfecution  of  Wickliff",   and  the  cruel 
execution    of    his    followers,    in    the  reign  of  Henry  V. 
Henry  VIII.  when  the  interefl:  of  his  pleafures  made  it  con- 
venient for  him  to  difclaim  the  papal  power,  found  the  fe£t 
of  difl'enters  numerous  enough  to  enable  him  to  fettle  the 
church  of  England  on  an  independant  footing.     Protellant^ 
ifm,  thus  countenanced  by  authority,  made  great  advances, 
and,   in  the  reign  of  that  fenfible,  learned,  and  pious  young 
monarch  Edward  VI.  the  religion  of  the  country  was  eftab- 
liflied  on  the  principles  of  the  Reformation     The  Protefl:- 
ants  not  fufiiciently  attentive  to  their  fafety,  on  the  death. of 
this  prince  fuffered  the  government  to  devolve  into  the  hands 
of  his  fift:er  Mary,  a  furious  zealot  for  the  Popifli  fuperftition  : 
Bloody  were  the  annals  of  this  reign;  the  ecclefiaftical  au- 
thority  of  the  pope   was  reilored,    the  Catholics   were  re- 
inftated  in   the  adminillration,  and  the  fliort- lived  triumph 
of  the  Prot&Ilants  was  fucceeded  by  a  fevere   and  mercilefs 
perfecution.     On  the  death  of  this   princefs,   power  again 
changed  hands  :  the  Protellants  were  invefted  with  authority, 
under  the  influence  of  a  Proteftant  fucceflbr,    Jn  this  fanfliine 
of  their  fortune,  inftead  of  retaliating  the  injuries  they  had 
received,  they  contented  themfelves  with  enabling  fome  ufe- 
ful  laws  for  preventing  the  growth  of  a  religion  from  whofe 
uncharitable   tenets    they  had   experienced   fuch   cruelties. 
The  laws  enaded  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  againft  recufants 
were  of  this  kind  :  The  law  againd  Jefuits   and  feminary 
prieft^,  and  again  ft  the  bringing-in  or   putring  in  execution 
of  bulls,  writings,    or  inftrutnents,     or   other    faperftitious 

1  2  things. 
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Anno  1641.  comply  •,  but  offered  to  banifli  them,  if  the  par- 
liament would  give  their  confent  "^. 

things,  from  the  fee  of  Rome  ;  and  the  law  for  retraining 
Popifh  recufants  to  fome  certain  places  of  abode,  were  found 
neceffary  to  prevent  evils  arifing  from  the  intriguing  danger- 
ous fpirit  of  the  Papifts,  which  continually  broke  out  in  plots 
and  confpiracies.  The  mifchief  intended  to  be  perpetra,ted 
on  both  houfes  of  parliament,  in  the  third  year  of  king 
James,  gave  birth  to  two  other  laws  of  the  fame  fort;  viz. 
The  aft  for  the  better  difcovery  and  fupprefTing  Popifti  recu- 
fants; and  the  a£l  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  grow 
by  Popilh  recufants.  Many  of  the  penal  llatutes,  which  were 
merely  defigned  to  prevent  the  venom  of  Popery,  by  the  lit- 
tle arts  of  minillers  afting  on  the  ignorance  of  the  times, 
were  drawn  up  in  terms  fo  general  and  comprehenfive,  that 
they  included  all  kinds  of  diflenters,  and  added  a  large  Ihare 
of  arbitrary  power  to  the  crown. — The  tenets  of  the  Romilh 
religion,  being  fuited  to  the  purpofes  of  tyranny,  have  ever 
made  this  feft  the  favorites  of  monarchs :  had  they  not  de- 
clared aperfonal  enmity  to  Elizabeth,  they  would  undoubt- 
edly have  found  in  this  arbitrary  princefs  a  protedlrefs  ;  they 
were  fo  avowedly  the  faVorites  of  James  and  Charles,  that, 
while  all  thofe  who  did  not  conform  to  the  religion  which 
was  countenanced  by  authority  were  perfecuted  with  rigor, 
the  Papifts  were  not  only  permitted  an  indulgence  which  in  a 
manner  amounted  to  a  toleration,  but  many  of  them  weris 
cntrufted  with  offices,  vvhilft  the  remembrance  of  their  cruel 
adminiilration  under  the  government  of  Mary  was  yet  frefli 
in  the  minds  of  the  Proteftants.  The  marriage  of  king 
Charles  with  a  Popifh  princefs  confirmed  the  fears  of  the 
latter  and  the  hopes  of  the  former  ;  and  from  this  hour  the 
King's  pretenlions  to  an  arbitrary  temporal  dominion,  and 
the  pope's  to  an  ecclefiaftical  one,  feem  to  have  gone  hand 
in  hand :  nor  had  the  Papifts  the  moderation  or  the  pru- 
dence to  difguife  the  connexion  they  had  with  the  King ; 
they  in  a  manner  openly  avowed  the  illegal  favors  they  re- 
ceivfed,  and  their  defigns  to  affift  the  government  to  render  it- 
felf  abfolute.  Under  thefe  provocations  and  dangerous  appre- 
henfions,  the  parliament  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  juftice  and 
moderation,  contenting  themfelves  with  reqcefting  the  King, 
in  general  terms,  to  put  thofe  penal  laws,  enadled  for  t^e 
prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  into  execution. 
Even  when  they  were  in  the  meridian  of  their  power,  they 
gave  way  to  the  reprieve  of  Goodman,  the  prieft ;  nor, 
when  the  bloody  infurreftion  in  Ireland  had  produced  ano- 
ther 
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•  Every  thing  which  could  excite  pafTion,  and  fix  ^""°  ^^^^■ 
attention,  afluallyfubfiftedatthis  critical  juncture. 
The  fears  of  men  were  alarmed,  their  expedlations 
raifed,  and  the  pulfe  of  the  public  beat  high  for 
a  full  enjoyment  of  Liberty  :  the  mechanic  ne- 
gleded  his  art,  the  apprentice  his  employment ; 
fhops  were  left  empty ;  and  even  the  women, 
laying  afide  their  domeftic  cares,  engaged  with 
the  men  in  political  intrigues  :  a  rage  for  refor- 
mation feized  the  whole  community  •,  the  gene- 
rous ardor  burnt  in  every  honefl  breaft  •,  and  all 
but  the  fenfual,    the  fuperilitious,    the  depend- 

ther  inftance  to  fhew  that  the  toleration  of  that  religion  and 
the  fafety  of  civil  fociety  were  incompatible,  did  they  fo 
ftrenuoufly  inlift  on  the  execution  of  the  law  againfl:  Jefuits 
and  fsminary  priefi.s  as  to  bring  any  one  of  this  order  to  pu« 
rifhment.  Thefe  priefts,  who  occaiioned  the  prefent  dif- 
pute  between  the  King  and  the  parliament,  were  not  exe- 
cuted, as  fome  authors  have  alledged,  but  banifhed.  Pari. 
Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  98.  ^  ^ 

*  Some  time  after,  the  King  communicated  a  letter  to 
the  parliament,  which  fecretary  Nicholas  had  received  from 
Venice,  wherein  it  was  faid,  that  the  pope  was  much  in- 
cenfed  againft  the  parliament's  proceedings  againfl:  Romifh 
priefts  and  recufants ;  and  that  he  would  fend  an  army  into 
Ireland,  if  the  parliament  did  not  difcharge  thofe  fcven 
priefts  whom  the  King  had  reprieved.  This  ridiculous  me- 
nace occafioned  the  parliament  again  to  petition  the  King 
to  put  the  fentence  againft  thefe  men  in  execution.  At  the 
fame  time  the  Commons  voted,  that  the  Capuchin  friars  at 
Somerfet-houfe  Ihould  be  immediately  feized  and  brought 
before  them.  The  French  ambaffador,  under  whofe  imme- 
diate care  they  at  this  time  were,  excufed  himfelf  froqi  o- 
beying  the  order,  on  pretence,  that,  as  the  Capuchins  were 
fent  into  England  on  articles  of  treaty  between  the  two 
crowns,  he  could  not  do  it  without  the  permiflion  of  the 
King  his  mafter,  or  the  exprefs  command  of  the  King  and 
queen  of  England  ;  but  offered  to  keep  them  fafe  prifoners 
at  Somerfet-houfe,  and  that  no  mafs  Ihould  be  faid  in  the 
chapel.  The  houfe  refted  fatisfied  with  this  excufe,  and  ac- 
cepted the  ambaffador's  offer.  Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  27.  Joui- 
»als  of  the  Commons ^  vol.  11.  p.  464. 

I  3  ant. 
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Afiio  1641.  ant,    and  thofe  whofe  intereft  was  immediately 
concerned  with  the'errors  of  the  prefent  eftablifh" 
ment,    lent  their  afliftance  toward  the  throwing 
down  the  fabricks,  and  plucking  up  the  founda- 
tions, of  tyranny.  Such  being  the  difpofition  of  the 
public,  the  popular  leaders  had  recourfe  to  the  fpi- 
rit  without  doors,  to  get  the  better  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  they  found  within.     Several  common-coun- 
cil-men, and  others  of  good  repute  in  the  city, 
in  a  petition  which  fet  forth  their  fears  on  the 
occafion  of  colonel  Lunsford's  having  the  com- 
mand of  the  Tower,  entreated  the  Commons  to 
take  fuch  means  as  fhould  fecure  the  city  and 
Kaifon,      kingdom  againft  farther  mifchiefs  *.    The  Com- 
voi.  II.       rnons  conferred  with   the  Lords  -,    the  Lords  re- 
joarnaisof  fufing  to  join  in  an  addrefs  for  the  removal  of 
Common?,   Lunsford,  the  Commons,  after  voting  that  they 
356.   *       held  colonel  Lunsford  unfit  to  be  lieutenant  of 
the  Tower  of  London,    as  he  was  a  perfon  in 
whom  the  Commons  of  England  could  not  con- 
fide, fet  forth  a  declaration,  protefting  their  in- 
nocence of  the  mifchiefs  likely  to  enfue  | ;  and 
afierting,  that  the  malignant  party  were  not  only 
encouraged   by  the  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  in  Ire- 
land, but  likewife  by  the  interruptions  which  the 
public  bufinefs   received   in  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
occafioned  by  the  number  of  bilhops  and  Papifls, 
nqtorioufly  difaffeded  to  the  public  good,    who 

*  Vicars,  in  his  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  fays,  that  men 
of  the  belt  note  and  quality  in  the  city,  both  for  piety  and 
ability,  went  with  this  petition  to  the  parliament-houfe, 
with  an  equipage  of  fifty  or  fixty  coaches.     Pari.  Chron. 

f  The   Commons  alledged,     they  had   already  found  ill 

.  confequences  from  Lunsford's  being  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  : 

Merchants  had   already  withdrawn  their   bullion   from    the 

Mint ;  and  ftrangers,  whofe  (hips  had  brought  in  great  ftore, 

did  forbear  to  bring  it  there.  Naljhft,  vol.  II.  p  778. 

'      ■  liac! 
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had  voices  in  that  aflembly.  This  declaration  Anno  1641, 
being  read  in  the  upper  houfe,  it  was  moved 
and  carried,  that  the  debates  on  it  fliould  be  ad- 
journed. On  this  the  popular  lords,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-one,  entered  their  proteft  ;  and 
the  Commons  ordered  the  earl  of  Newport,  the 
then  fuppofed  conflable  of  the  Tower,  to  refide 
in  the  place,  and  take  on  himfelf  its  cuftody 
and  guard.  The  earl  of  Newport  fent  them 
word,  that  the  King  had  difcharged  him  from 
that  truft  *.  This  made  the  public  difcontent 
fwell  fo  high,  that  the  lord-mayor  informed  the 
King,  that  there  would  be  a  general  rifing  in 
the  city,  to  attempt  the  Tower.  On  this  the 
keys  were  taken  from  Lunsford,  and  given  to 
Sir  John  Byron,  a  man  almoil  as  difagreeable  to 
the  public,  as  his  predeceffor. 

When  the  Commons  deputed  their  committee  Nairon, 
to  treat  with  the  city  concerning  a  loan  of  mo-  "J'^Yu 
ney  for  the  Irilli  wars,  they  were  told,  with  a 
juft  freedom,  that  the  privilege  of  parliament 
was  a  great  hindrance  to  their  trade.  The  citi- 
zens farther  delivered  their  opinion  on  the  follow- 
ing articles  :    That  Popifli  lords,  and  other  fuf- 

*  The  following  was  the  pretended  reafon  for  the  earl's 
difcharge :  That  whilll  the  King  was  in  Scotland,  at  a 
meeting  at  the  earl  of  Holland's  houfe  at  Kenfington,  where 
there  v/ere  many  members  of  both  houfes  prefent,  on  a  dif- 
courfe  of  plots,  the  earl  ihould  fay,  "  If  there  be  fuch  plots, 
we  have  his  wife  and  children  here."  This  Newport  ftrongly 
denied  ;  on  which  the  King  replied,  "  I  am  forry  for  your 
lordfhip's  memory."  This  being  told  the  Peers,  they  de- 
fired  a  conference  with  the  Commons  on  the  fubjeft  ;  ani 
both  houfes  concurred  in  petitioning  the  King  to  declare 
who  v/as  the  reporter  of  the  fcandal.  The  King  denied  he 
had  expreffed  any  fuch  belief;  aiTured  them  he  gave  no  cre- 
dit to  the  rumor;  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  name  the  in- 
former,    Ru/hivorihf  vol.  IV.  p.  464,  Sif /?f. 

I  4  pe6led 
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Anno  1641.  pelted  perfons  of  quality,  ought  to  be  fecured; 
and  that  the  bifhops  maintaining  their  feats  in 
parliament  was  an  impediment  to  the  progrels 
of  thofe  good  laws  and  motions  which  had  been 
fent  up  by  the  Commons  to  the  Peers.  This 
declaration  of  the  fenfe  of  the  city  was  farther 
enforced  by  a  petition,  fubfcribed  by  aldermen, 
common- council-men,  fubfidy-men,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London  :  it  was  dir- 
reded  to  the  houie  of  Commons-,  beginning 
with  an  acknowledgment  of  their  laborious  en- 
deavors for  a  reformation,  which  had  removed 
feveral  prefilires  and  grievances,  notwithftanding 
the  impediments  which  had  arifen  from  Popifh 
lords,  and  bifiiops,  voting  in  the  houfe  of  Peers  : 
it  complained  of  the  defperate  plots  of  Papifts 
and  their  adherents,  now  adlualiy  operating  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  threatening  Eng- 
land in  a  manner  which  filled  every  mind  with 
apprehenfions  ;  fo  that  the  trade  of  the  king^ 
dom  was  flopped,  no  man  following  his  occupa- 
tion chearfuily,  whilfl  the  lives  of  himfelf  and 
family,  and  the  public  fafety,  were  in  danger  : 
it  complained  of  the  bold  infolcnt  carriage,  and 
threatening  fpeeches  flung  out  by  the  Papifts  in 
Naifon,  the  realm  ;  their  endeavor  to  raife  a  difrepedt  in 
^"^'^iife  the  hearts  of  the  people  againft  the  parliament; 
their  feditioufly  mifconftruing  the  citizens'  duti- 
ful  and  loyal  entertainment  of  his  majefty  to 
be  a  deferting  that  honorable  aflembly,  the  leaft 
thought  of  which  they  did  utterly  deteft  and 
abhor.  To  prevent  the  deftru6live  plots  of  the 
Papifts  and  their  adherents,  the  petitioners 
prayed,  that  confiderable  forces  might  be  fent 
into  Ireland  ;  this  kingdom  put  into  a  pofture 
of  defence  -,  that  the  Commons  would  be  a  means 
to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  King  and  Lords, 

in 
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in  the  punifliment  of  delinquents,  the  redrefTing  Anno  1641, 
the  grkvances  of  church  and  commonwealth  ; 
and  that  they  would  take  into  particular  confi- 
deration  the  abulcs  crept  into  the  ancient  go- 
vernment of  the  city  ^  :  To  the  better  efFediing 
of  this»  that  the  Popifli  lords,  and  bilhops, 
fhould  be  removed  out  of  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
as  had  been  defired  by  the  reprefentative  body 
of  the  city,  when  fifty  thoufand  pounds  were 
freely  lent  to  raife  forces  for  Ireland. 

This  petition  was  in  its  nature  too  pleafing  to 
the  prevailing  party  in  the  houfe  of  Commons 
not  to  meet  with  encouragement.  An  aifembly  clarendon's 
having  met  together  in  Southwark,  on  a  bufineis  ^'.'e]'',^'^^' 
of  the  fame  kind,  they  werediflurbed  by  a  med- 
dling officious  conflable,  of  the  high-church  fac- 
tion ;  a  riotenfued,  but,  on  a  writ  being  diredled 
to  the  fheriff  to  proceed  againft  the  parties,  the 
leading  men  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  declared, 
that  the  m.atter  afFe(5led  their  privileges,  the  con- 
ftable  having  interrupted  a  fet  of  well-affeded 
men,  who  had  met  together  to  addrefs  that  af- 
fembly.  On  this  an  order  pafTed,  that  the  un- 
der-fherifflhould  be  enjoined  not  to fuffer proceed- 
ings to  be  made  upon  any  inquifition  which 
might  concern  perfons  who  were  met  together 
to  fubfcribe  a  petition  to  be  preferred  to  that 
houfe. 

Whilll  the  partizans  of  Liberty  were  thus 
uniting  their  forces,  and  making  vigorous  ef- 
forts to  remove  the  obflacles  which  impeded 
their  defigns,  Charles,  who  had  been  hitherto 
totally  unable  to  divert  the  popular  current  which 

*  This  probably  relates  to  thatdifpute  between  the  mayor 
and  commonalty  of  the  city  which  had  been  referred  to 
parliamentj  and  yet  remained  unfettled. 

-  had 


122  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Anno  1641.  had  run  fo  iirongly  for  his  enemies,  was  mak- 
ing impotent  attempts  to  obflrud:  its  courfe.   He 

Ludiow^p.g.  not  only  gave  private  orders  to  Lunsford  and  o- 
thers  to  vv^ithftand  the  mob  in  their  tumultuous 
clamors  againil  bimops  and  Popiih  lords  ^,  but, 
affedting  fears  for  his  own  perfon,  retained  a 
guard  of  difbanded  ouicers,  who  waited  to  be 
employed  in  the  Iriili  war,  and  ready  to  engage 
in  any  mifchievous  defign  which  ihould  be  pror 
poied.  Thefe  defperadoes  were  entertained  and 
fed  with  great  pomp  at  Whitehall.  The  gentle- 
men of  the  inns  of  court  were  likewife  tam- 
pered v/ith,  and  fome  of  them  offered  their  af- 
iiflance  to  defend  the  perfons  of  the  King  and 
queen:  of  this  idle  crew  there  were  fome  who 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  "  Let  us  not  fuffer  thefe 
fellows  at  Weitminfler  to  domineer  thus,    but 

Tumults,  bring  up  our  tenants  to  pull  them  out."  The 
mob  was  not  only  infulted  with  contemptuous 
words,    fuch  as  ''round-headed  dogs  f,"    but 

*  By  tlie  influence  of  Gurnay,  the  lord-mayor,  the  com- 
mon-council had  pafTed  an  aft  for  addreiTing  the  King  to 
keep  his  Chriflmas  at  Whitehall :  the  King  promifed  com- 
pliance, provided  the  city  magiftrates  would  take  a  courfe 
for  preventing  tumults;  and  knighted  feven  aldermen,  who 
brought  the  addrefs  :  he  afterwards  fent  a  mefiage  to  a  court 
of  common  council,  on  the  fubjedl  of  tumults.  It  appears 
by  the  debates  of  this  court,  that  the  trained-bands  were 
very  much  difafFefled  to  the  royal  caufe.  Rujhivortht  vol.  IV.^ 

?'  470. 

f  Dugdale  fays,  that  the  German  reformers  cut  their  hair 
round,  in  con  tradition  to  the  conformifts,  who  were  vain 
and  coflly  in  their  attire,  and  wore  a  great  quantity  of  hair: 
the  reformers  in  England  took  example  from  their  German 
brethren.  The  queen,  who  had  a  great  deal  of  levity  in 
her  condu£l  and  manner,  cbferving  Samuel  Barnardillon 
(one  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  non -conforming  fefi:)  march- 
ing at  the  head  of  a  body  of  apprentices,  cried  out,  "  See 
what  a  handfome  young  round-head  is  there;"  the  appella- 
tion was  afTeded  by  her  v/hoie  party,  and  was  publicly  ufed 
by  Hyde.     The   King's  guard   of  bravoes  were  in   return 

called 
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iWords  were  drawn,  and  many  of  them  (laflied,  Anno  1641. 
and  otherwife  wounded  *.  The  gentleman-ufher 
of  the  houfe  of  Lords?  having,  by  the  com- 
mand of  that  afTembly,  ordered  the  concourfe  of 
people  to  difperfe,  was  told,  that  they  were  wil- 
ling to  go  •,  but  that  colonel  Lunsford  and  others 
were  laying  in  wait  for  them  in  Weftminfler- 
hall,  and  that  many  of  their  fellows,  in  their 
way  home,  had  been  hurt  by  his  foldiers.  The 
Lords  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  what 
warrant  had  been  given  to  the  foldiers  to  come 
down  to  the  parliament-houfe  ?  what  notice  had 
been  given  to  any  others  to  come  down  to  Wed- 
minller  in  multitudes  ?  and  who  gave  the  occafion 
that  fwords  were  drawn  and  blows  given  in  Weil- 
minfter-hallf  ?  On  an  inquifition  which  the  houfc 

called  Cavaliers.  Thefe  terms  were  afterwards  ufed  to  dlf- 
tinguifli  the  two  parties.  Dugdaky  p.  8.  Rapin,  vol,  XI.  p. 
2^4.    Clarendon's  Hiji.  vol.  1.   p.  267. 

*  The  news  that  Lunsford  and  others  of  the  gang  had 
drawn  their  fwords  upon  the  people  being  carried  into  the 
city,  great  multitudes  of  that  body  ran  down  to  Wellminfter, 
with  ilaves  and  other  weapons.  This  occalioning  a  more 
than  ordinary  uproar,  the  affiduous  lord-mayor  ordered  the 
gates  to  be  ihut,  and  put  the  trained-bands  in  arms  ;  whilft 
the  King,  on  his  part,  commanded  the  militia  of  London 
and  Weftminfter  to  afiemble  by  turns,  and  guard  his  perfon, 
Rapin^  vol.  XL   p.  294.. 

t  Some  time  before  this,  a  company  of  watchmen,  with 
halberts,  was  fet  as  a  guard  on  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
The  Lords  quefiioned  them  why  they  came  there?  and  fent 
for  the  high-conitable  :  healledged,  that  he  received  a  war- 
rant from  the  juftices  of  peace,  fet  forth  by  the  Kin^y's  v.'rit, 
direded  to  them;  the  Commons  fummoned  thefe  juflices 
before  them  :  the  juftices  pleaded,  that  the  writ  was  oranted 
forth  by  the  dire£lion  of  the  houfe  of  Peers.  It  was  found  . 
they  had  exceeded  their  authority  in  fending;  conftables  when 
there  was  no  tumult,  and  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  ~ 
.privilege  in  ordering  down  armed  men  to  the  parliament, 
without  acquainting  them  with  it.  One  of  the  juftices, 
named  Long,  who  had  figned  the  warrant  for  the  guards, 
'^^s  fent  to  the  Tovvef. 

To 
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Anno  1641.  of  Commons  made  on  this  bufinefs,  they  were  in- 
voL  11%.  formed  by  one  of  their  ovv^n  members,  that,  on 
792,  &  leg.  j^is  qiiellioning  a  guard  of  foldiers,  which  he 
found  in  the  way,  he  v/as  told  that  they  were  fet 
there  by  the  com.mand  of  the  lord-archbifhop  of 
York.  Mr.  Flolles  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords 
to  complain  of  the  outrages  which  had  been 
committed  on  the  perfons  of  the  King's  fub- 
jects ;  and,  that  this  might  be  a  free  parliament, 
to  defire  them,  according  to  their  own  propo- 
fition*,  to  join  with  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  a 

To  fupprefs  riots  the  Lords  had  ordered,  that  the  lord- 
keeper  (hould  ifTue  out  writs  according  to  the  flatute  of  Henry 
V.  cap.  8.  This  flatute  expofes  thofe  who  are  found  in 
riots  to  be  tried  by  the  King  and  council,  and  punifhed 
according  to  the  arbitrary  decifions  of  that  tribunal.  It 
was  therefore  laudable  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  exert 
their  prefent  authority,  to  refcue  the  fubjed  from  an  un- 
conftitutional  law. — They  were  guilty  of  an  ad  of  power, 
on  another  occafionj  which  was  very  unjuftifiable.  Sir  Wal- 
ter Earl  had  given  an  information  to  the  houfe  of  fome 
dangerous  words  fpoken  by  feveral  perfons,  but  did  not 
name  the  offenders  :  the  houfe  ordered  the  fpeaker  to  iffue 
out  a  warrant  to  apprehend  fuch  perfons  as  Sir  Walter 
Earl  fhould  nominate  to  him.  This  was  an  adl  of  power 
unneceflarily  tyrannical  and  unconftitutional  :  fince  though 
the  conflitut.'on  does  not  limit  the  houfe  of  Commons  in 
means  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  yet  it  does 
not  permit  them  to  infringe  thofe  liberties  in  the  fmalleft 
degree.  Nalfon,  vol.  If.  p.  727,  732,  &  p.  729.  Pari.  Hifi, 
vol.  X,  p.  98.     Statutes  at  Large)  vol.  J.  p.  215. 

*  On  the  occafion  of  the  late  fray,  the  Lords  had  delired 
the  Commons  to  join  with  them  in  a  declaration,  to  be  pub- 
lifhed,  teflifying  their  diflike  of  the  affembling  of  the  people 
in  fuch  a  difbrdered  manner  about  the  two  hoyfes  of  parlia- 
ment :  and  that  they  would  likewife  petition  the  King  for  a 
guard.  The  Commons  returned  anfwer,  that  they  would 
as;ree  with  their  lordfhips  in  all  g-ood  and  lawful  means  for  the 
fafety  of  the  parliament;  but  for  printing  a  particular  decla- 
radon,  they  had  entered  into  a  debate  on  it,  and  found  it  to 
be  a  ihing  of  great  confideration,  which  would  require  time. 
Clarendon  fays,  that  on  the  receipt  of  the  Lords'  meffage, 
fonie  of  the  popular  rnembers  urged,  **  That  they  mull  not 

diffiourage 
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petition  to  his  majefly,  that  the  parliament  might  ^"iio  1641. 
have  a  guard,  and    fuch  a  one  as  fhonld  be  ap- 
proved by  the  two  houfes,  to  be  commanded  by 
the  earl  of  ElTex.    The  Lords  not  then  thinkins; 
fit  to  agree   with  the  repeated   requefts    of  the 
Commons*,    they  direded,  that  the  juilices  of  ^^l^*'"* 
the  peace  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter  fhould  take  goo.  '  ^* 
care  that  good  watches,  fufficiently  armed,  fhould 
be  kt  in  fuch  convenient  places  as  fhould  be  ne- 
celTary  for  their  fafeguard;    and  that  halberts 
fliould  be  provided  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe. 
They  farther  declared,    that  it  fhould  be  lawful 
for  every  member   to  bring  his  own  fervant  to 
attend  at  the  d©or,  armed  with  fuch  weapons  as  To„rnais  of 
they  fhould  think  fit.  The  King  was  addreffed  on  commons, 
this  fubjed  in  the  name  of  the  lower  houfe  :  This  365/^'  ^* 
addrefs  fet  forth,  that  there  had  been  feveral  at- 
tempts  heretofore  to  bring  deflrudion  on  their 
whole  body  at  once  ;    that  a  malignant  party, 
bitterly  envenome-d  againfl  them,  was  daily  ga- 
thering flrength    and    con^ence,    and  was  now 
come  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  give  boldnefs  to  fome 
not  only  to   imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 

difcourage  their  friends ;  this  beijig  a  time  they  rauft  make 
ufe  of  all  friends."  Pym  faid,  *«  God  forbid  the  houfe  of 
Commons  fhould  proceed  in  any  way  to  difhearten  people  to 
obtain  their  juft  defires,"  Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X.  p.  127,135. 
Clarendon* s  Hiji,  vol.  J.  p.  265. 

*  The  prefent  ©bftinacy  of  the  Lords  in  this  matter  is  very 
furprizing  :  They  had,  on  the  King's  return  from  Scotland, 
fo  ftrongly  concurred  with  the  Comraons  in  their  defire  for  a 
guard  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  EfTex,  that  they  dc. 
puted  fome  of  their  own  body  to  make  thisrequeft;  a.nd 
now,  when  themfelves  not  only  acknowledged  there  was  a 
great occafion  for  the  parliament  to  have  a  guard,  but  made 
the  firft  motion  for  it,  they  would  not  concur  with  the  Com- 
mons on  the  means  to  have  one  of  their  own  chufing,  bat 
preffed  them  to  accept  of  one  which  fhould  be  appointed  by 
the  King, 

the 
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diinno  1641.  ii^Q  fubjeds  at  the  very  doors  of  the  parliamenf^' 
and  at  the  King's  own  gates,  but  had  given  out 
infoient  and  menacing  fpeeches  againft  the  par- 
liament itfelf-,  fo  that  they  conceived  they  could 
not,  Vv'ith  the  fafety  of  their  perfons,  on  which 
the  peace  of  the  whole  kingdom  depended,  fit 
any  longer  unarmed  and  without  a  guard*.  The 
King's  party  having  been  the  aggreffors  in  the 
fore- mentioned  fray,  the  Commons,  not  without 
reafon,  regarded  it  as  a  levying  war  on  his  fiib- 
jects  %  and  it  afforded  them  a  jiift  pretence  for 
proteding  the  mob  f.  The  King  let  forth  a  pro- 
clamation againil  tumultuous  meetings ^  but  fome 
citizens  having  been  committed  f)n  the  occafion 
of  riots,  they  were,  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  the 
lower  honfe,  (tt  at  liberty:};  -,  and  David  Hyde, 
a  reformed  officer,  who  called  out,  "  he  would 
cut  the  throats  of  thofe  round-headed  dogs  who 
bawled  againft  bifnops,"  was  fecured  by  the  ci- 
tizens, and  brought  before  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  committed  him  to  prifon,  and  calhier- 
ed  him  from  all  employment  in  Ireland. 

The  Lords,  alarmed  at  the  pretenfions,  and 
dreading  the  vigor,  of  the  Commons,  kept  firm 

*  The  Commons  had,  previouily  to  the  refolutions  they 
had  pafTed  for  their  defence,  fent  a  verbal  mefTage  to  the 
King  for  aguard  ;  he  direfted  that  the  mefTage  might  be  given 
him  in  writing;  and  then  negledled  to  return  an  anlwer. 
Rapin^  vol.  Xi.   p.  303. 

f  Thcfe  mobs  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  compofed  only 
of  the  loweft  order  of  citizens.  In  a  fray  occafioned  by  the 
archbifhop  of  York's  detaining  feme  rioters  who  had  gotten 
into  the  Abbey,  feveral  citizens  were  hurt  by  flones  thrown 
from  the  leads;  and  one  Sir  Richard  Wifeman  died  of  the 
wounds  he  received.  Ru/Jynvorth,  vol.  IV.  p.  461J. 

1  They  were  committed  by  the  fherifFs  of  London  and 
Middlefex,  on  the  itatute  of  the  thirteenth  of  Henry  IV. 
The  Lords  had  given  exprefs  orders  to  the  fheriifs  to  put  th-is 
ftatute  in  execution.     NalJ'on,  vol.  II.  p.  792. 

■  to 
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to  their  refolution  of  defending  the  biihops  in '^"'^o  ^^4». 

their  privilege  of  voting  in  parliament,  when  an 

unexpeded  accident  fubdued  thatobftinacy  which 

had  withftood  the  general  voice  of  the  people, 

and  the   repeated  endeavors  of  the  Commons. 

Williams,  the  prefent  archbifhop  of  York,  whofe 

fervile  nature  admitted  of  a  great  degree  of  info- 

lence  of  temper"^,  in  his  way   to  the  houfe  of 

Lords  fell  in   with  a  body  of  apprentices,  who  ^^"^jy"^^^* 

had  juft  delivered  in  a  petition  for  the  laws  to  be  p.  463/ 

put  in  execution  againil  priefts  and  Jefuits ;  that 

the  perfons  of  Papids,  and  other  dangerous  per- 

fons,  might  be  fecured  -,    and  for  the  removal  of 

prelates  and  Popifh  lords  f.    He  obferving  one 

particular  youth  who  was  louder  than  the  reft  in  his 

clamors  again  ft  biHiops,  had  the  imprudence  to  lay 

hands  on  him:  This  produced  a  conteft  j  the  youth 

*  Clarendon  fays  of  this  prelate,  that,  after  the  King  had 
thought  it  neceflary  to  make  him  archbifiiop  of  York,  ha 
.carried  himfelf  fo  infolently  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  out  of 
the  houfe  to  all  perfons,  that  he  became  more  univerfaily 
odious  than  Laud  had  been ;  and  that  the  hatred  he  had  in- 
curred was  an  encouragement  to  the  Commons  to  fend  up  a 
fecond  bill,  with  forae  little  alteration,  to  remove  bifxiops. 
Williams  was  a  man  of  cunning  but  not  judgment,  of  an 
abjefl  nature,  without  generofity  or  honor  ;  whilll:  he  was  m 
difgrace  with  the  King,  he  made  low  court  to  the  party  in 
oppofition,  and  performed  many  ufeful  ofiices  for  them  :  the 
popularity  he  had  acquired  by  this  means  making  him  of 
fome  confequence,  he  was  preferred  by  the  King,  to  whom. 
he  ingratiated  himfelf  by  flattering  his  religious  prejudices, 
and  betraying  his  friends  who  had  fupported  his. character  at 
the  time  when  he  was  perfecuted  by  Laud,  and  ill-treated 
by  the  court. 

f  The  apprentices  alTert  in  their  petition,  that  they  are 
engaged  by  the  late  proteftation  to  defend  the  King's  rights, 
the  liberties  of  parliament,  and  the  fubjefts  in  general,  againft 
Papiils  and  Popifh  innovations ;  fuch  as  archbifhops,  bifliops, 
and  their  dependants,  appear  to  be.  This  is  the  firfl:  time 
this  ufe  had  been  made  of  th-s  Dioteftation.    RuJhzvonI?,  vol. 

IV.  p.  462.  '  - 

v/as 
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Anno  1641.  was  refcucd  by  his  fellows,  and  the  bifliop's  robes 
were  torn  in  the  Ic ufiie.     Williams,  tranfported 
with  paiTion   and  indignation,  fummoned  all  his 
fellow  prelates  who  were  in  town,  and  propofed 
to  them  to  join  in  a  proteftation,  to  be  addreffed 
to  the  King  and  the  houfe  of  Peers.     This  pro- 
pofal  being  agreed  to,  he  immediately  prepared 
Proteftation  a  paper,  which  fet  forth,    "That  though  the  bi- 
biHitps.       fliops  had  an  undoubted  right  to  fit  and  vote  in 
parliament,  and  ought   to   be  protedled   by   the 
King  in  this  privilege,  yet  in  going  thither  they 
had  been  menaced  and  alTaulted   by  the  multi- 
tude, to  the  danger  of  their  lives,  and  could  find 
no  redrefs,  upon  fundry  complaints  made  to  both 
houfes  on  thefe  particulars;  that  as  they  could  no 
longer  with  fafety  attend  their  duty  in  the  houfe, 
they  did  proteft  againft  all  laws,  votes,  and  refo- 
lutions,  as  null  and  void,  which  fliould  pafs  du- 
ring the  time  of  their  forced  and  violent  abfence.'* 
This  paper  was  directed   to  the  King,  with  an 
humble  defire  that  he  v/ouldfend  it  to  the  Lords, 
and  command  that  it  iliould   be  entered  in  the 
Journals  of  the  houfe.     The  archbifliop  hurried 
to  Whitehall  for  the  royal  approbation  :  Charles, 
ever  precipitate    in   his  determinations,  entered 
with  eagernefs  into  the  politics  of  the  bifhops : 
"  The  houfe   of  Peers  could  do  nothing  in  their 
abfence;  this  would  affed:  the  refolutions   of  the 
lower  houfe  ^  this  would  put  an  effectual  flop  to 
the 'progrefs  of  the   intended  reformation  ;  the 
houfe  of  Peers  might  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  bifhops 
v/ith  a  warmth  which  miy-ht  occafion  fuch  a  dif- 
agreement  as  fliould  oblige  the  Commons  to  give 
up  their  pretcnfions  in  this  point ;    or  it  might 
introduce  a  favorable  opportunity  to  bring  about 
a  diflblution."     Thus   fanguine  were  the  King's 
hopes  on  every    plaufible   expedient  which  was 

pro- 
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propofed  to  him.    The  paper  was  immediately  ^""^  ^^^^ 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  lord-keeper  Lit- 
tleton, with  an  injundion  that  he  fhould  prefent 
it  to  the  houfe  as  foon  as  it  met  ■^.     Littleton, 
who  was  a  Hate-puritan  f  by  principle,  though 
a  courtier  in  pra&ice,  burnt  with  a  defire  to  per- 
fe6t  a  reconciliation  with  the  prevailing  party  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons:  he  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  ingratiating  himfelf,  by  complying  with 
their  refolutions  in  giving  up  his  privilege  of  vot- 
ing on  the  trial  of  Strafford ;    and  finding  that 
great  ufe  might  be  made  of  this  proteflation,  he 
did  not  offer  an  objedlion,    but  obferving  the 
ftridt  letter  of  the  command,  read  it  openly  in 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  not  without  m.aking  fome 
comments  on  it  very  much  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  protefling  party.  The  afTembly  of  Peers  was 
at  this  time  not  only  purged  of  the  company  of 
bifhops,    but   the  Popifh    lords    were  likewife 
frightened  away  by  the  rage  of  the  people.    This 
proteflation,  therefore,  to  the  confufion  and  dif- 
appointment  of  the  King  and  the  prelates,  aded    ' 
diametrically  oppofite  to  their  expedations:  the 
popular  lords  in  a  tranfport   of  joy,    cried  out, 
that  the  hand  of  God  now  appeared  in  bringing 
that  to  pafs  which  they   could  never  otherwife 
have  effedted.     The  houfe  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
defire  an   immediate  conference  with  the  Com- 
mons :    the  proteitation   was  read  by  the  keeper, 
and  delivered  to  them  with  this  advice,  That  he 
had  received  it  from  the  King's  ovv^n  hand,  with 
a  command  to  prefent  it  to  the  houfe  of  Peers : 
he  told  them  in  the  name  of  that  afTembly,    that 

*  The  houfe  had  two  days  recefs  during  the  Chril^mas 
holidays. 

t  The  oppofers  of  the  powe^  of  the  crown  were  called 
State  Puritans.  Rapin, 

Vol.  IIL  K  the 
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Ajino  1641.  the  proteftation  containing  matters  of  dangerous 
confequence,  extending  to  the  deep  trenching 
upon  the  fundamental  privileges  and  being  of 
parliaments,  they  thought  fit  to  communicate  it 
to  the  Commons,  as  a  thing  of  great  and  general 
concernment.  On  the  report  of  this  conference, 
it  was  refolved  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  the  twelve 
bifhops  who  had  figned  the  paper  fhould  be  ac- 
cufed  of  high-treafon,  for  endeavoring  to  fubvert 
the  fundamental  laws  and  being  of  parliaments. 
Mr,  Glyn  was  fent  up  on  this  errand  :  he  defired, 
in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  that  the  bifhops 
might  be  put  in  fafe  cuftody.  The  Lords  com- 
plied with  the  requefl;  the  parties  \Vere  brought 
to  the  bar  as  delinquents  *,  and  then  committed 
to  the   Tower  -f  ^    not  an  individual  in   either 

*  Archbifhop  of  York,  bifhops  of  Durham,  Coventry  and 
Litchfield,  Norwich,  St.  Afaph,  Bath  and  Wells,  Hereford, 
Oxford,  Ely,  Gloceller,  Peterborough,  and  LandafF.  The 
Commons  having  obtained  this  point,  dropped  their  firil 
profecution  againlt  the  thirteen  bifhops.  On  this  impeach- 
ment of  the  bifhops,  Mr.  Rous,  made  a  fpeech  to  the  houfe, 
to  perfuade  them  to  interpofe  their  authority  to  prevent  the 
confecration  of  three  of  the  bifhops  newly  appointed  :  two  of 
them  had  undergone  that  ceremony,  and  were  already  in- 
veiled  in  their  office. 

Hall,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  had,  at  the  infiigatlon  of  Laud, 
written  a  treatife  to  vindicate  the  jus  di'vinum  of  bifhops. 
Though  this  abfurd  dodlrine  is  ftrongly  inculcated  in  this 
work,  yet  it  was  done  with  too  much  moderation  for  the 
archbifhop,  who  corrected  it  and  improved  it  with  his  own 
hand,  before  he  fuftered  it  to  be  publifhed.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol. 
X.  p.  146,  ^  feq. 

t  The  two  archbifhops.  Laud  and  Williams,  having  ever 
been  of  the  fame  principles,  and  having  only  differed  as  their 
feveral  interefts  thv/arted  each  other,  thofcinterefts  being  now 
reconciled  by  the  fimilarity  of  their  fituations,  became  per- 
fect friends,  each  of  them  expreffing  contrition  for  that  mu- 
tual animofity  v/hich  had  contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  a 
fuperllitiQn  calculated  to  fupport  the  prelates  in  power,  pcmp, 
and  luxury. 

houfe 


C    H    A    R    L    E    S      I.  131 

houfe   having  ventured  to  fpeak   one  word   in  Anno  1641 
their  vindication  :    one   perfon  faid,    that  "  he 
did  not    believe    them   guilty  of  high-treafon, 
but  they  were  (lark  mad,  and  ought  to  be  fent 
to  Bedlam.*" 


*  The  difgrace  of  the  bifhops  was  celebrated  with  bon- 
fires, and  all  ibrts  of  public  rejoicings. 


C    H    A    P.      III. 

The  King  enters  into  new  proje5fs  to  fuhdue  ofpojl-^ 

tion. His  attorney  brings  into  the  upper  houfe 

a  charge  of  high-treafon  againjt  the  lord  Kimbcl- 

touy  and  five  members  of  the  lower  houfe, --^The 

King  goes  to  the  lower  houfe^  with  an  intention  to 

feize  the  five  members. They  elude  the  danger 

by  an  efcape. Ccnfufion  and  terror  of  the  pub- 

lie. — ■' — The  King  endeavors,,  hut  in  vain ,,  to  foft- 
en  their  refentr/ient .-^ — The  parliament  adjourn,, 

and  appoint  a  cornrdttee  to  fit  at  Guildhall. ■ 

Complaifance  of  the  city  to  the  parlia^menf  s  com- 
mittee.— ■ — The  city  petition  the  King. tie  re- 
tires from  Whitehall  to  Ha?npton-Court,  Re- 
meeting  of  parliament  -,  with  the  triumphant  re-^ 
turn  of  the  committee  and  the  fiiX  accufed  members. 

• Declaration  of  the  parliament   againfi  the 

King^s  proceedings. They  appoint  themf elves  a 

guard. Petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 

of  Bucks. The  parliament  fecure  the  town  and 

garrifon  of  Hull,,  and  manifeft  other  fymptoms  of 
dfiruft. — ■ — The  Scotch  comm^fifioners  intereft  than^ 
felves  in  the  quarrel  between  the  King  and  parlia^ 

7nent, The  Commons  make  new   attempts   to 

wreft  the  power  over  the  militia  from  the  King  ; 
and  publifh  a  declaration  for  putting  the  kingdom 

K  2  into 


132  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

into  a  pofture  of  defence. ^he  parliament  re- 

adjourn^  and  appoint  a  committee  to  Jit  at  Grocers 

Bally    with^  a  guard. New  projeSfs  of  the  ' 

King. Caution  of  the  Commons. -'They  im- 
peach Sir  Edward  Herbert^   the  King's  attorney. 

The  Lords  pafs  fentence  on   him. Mr, 

Pym^s  fpeech  to  the  Lords  on  the  fiat e  of  public 
affairs. Proceedings  againft  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond.  Farther  proceedings  on  the  militia, — — 

Various  petitions, Harmony  between  the  two 

houfes. The  bill  for  depriving  bifhops^  (^c. 

with  the  preffmg  a5f^  pafs  the  Lords, Far- 
ther proceedings  againfi  the  impeached  bifhopSy--^ 
And  on  the  militia. The  queen  leaves  the  king- 
dom.  The  royal  affent  given  to  the  bill  againfi 

hijhops^    and  the  preffmg  a 51. Impeachment  a- 

gainft  the  lord  Dighy, The  King  denies  his  af- 
fent to  the  parliament'' s  ordinance  on  the  militia, 
— — Spirited  tranfa5lions  of  the  parliament. — — 
The  King  retires  northward, — — A5is  paffed. 
Affairs  of  Ireland. 

Anno  1641.  "j^TOtvvithftanding  the  advantage  the  bifhops 
^^  had  given  their  adverfaries,  yet  the  caufe 
of  Liberty  was  more  triumphant  in  appearance 
than  in  reality.  The  clofe  conjnndlion  of  the 
Popifh  and  prelatical  faftions,  a  flrong  combi^ 
nation  of  felf-intereft  with  prejudice,  formed  a 
powerful  oppofition  againil  the  defigns  of  the  pa- 
triot party.  The  King  had  fo  great  an  influ- 
€nt:e  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty the  popular  members  could  carry  any  ma- 
terial point  againft  him,  as  appears  in  the  votes 
on  the  remonftrance.  He  yet  maintained  a  ma- 
jority among  the  Peers,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
finement of  the  bifhops  ;  they  having,  after  this 
event,  refufed  to  join  with  the  lower  houfe  in 

their 
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their  petition  for  a  guard,  and,  though  earneftly  Anno  1641, 
folicited,  declined  going  on  the  exclufion-bill. 
The  zeal  of  the  multitude,  if  not  continually 
fed  with  fuel,  foon  cools ;  and  even  now  the 
treachery  of  the  court  began  to  be  lefs  appre- 
hended, and  the  King's  fuppofed  connivance  at 
the  Irilh  rebellion  (which  had  generally  gained 
belief,  and  excited  the  utmofl  difgufl  and  hor- 
ror) was  fo  fliffly  and  obftinately  denied  by  the 
fadion  of  royalifts,  that  it  was  treated  with  an 
univerfal  fcepticifm.  Notwithftanding  the  weak- 
nefs  and  the  wickednefsof  the  King's  adminiftra- 
tion,  the  known  immorality  of  his  political  cha- 
ra6ter,  his  acknowledged  fervitude  to  a  fuperili- 
tious  intriguing  woman,  entirely  governed  by 
her  priefts ;  notwithftanding  the  feverities  and 
inconveniencics  which  this  nation  had  experi- 
enced from  monarchical  and  prieftly  govern- 
ment ;  notwithftanding  the  virtue  and  abilities 
of  the  leaders  in  oppofition,  the  righteoufnefs 
and  rationality  of  their  caufe  ;  notwithftanding 
that  the  people,  to  the  very  loweft  orders,  had 
already  tafted  the  fweets  of  Liberty  ;  fuch  is 
the  flu6luating  temper  of  the  common  herd 
of  mankind  ;  fuch  their  want  of  conception 
in  every  article  of  political  happinefs ;  fuch 
their  attachment  to  eftablifned  forms,  how- 
ever pernicious  and  erroneous  ;  fuch  their  obe- 
dience and  blind  faith  in  thofe  who  are  their  fu- 
periors  in  fortune  and  in  rank ;  that  the  cur- 
rent began  to  change.  Had  the  King  remained 
quiet  and  avoided  giving  any  farther  difguft,  had 
he  patiently  waited  that  fortune  which  accident 
and  the  caprice  of  human  nature  v/as  preparing 
for  him,  the  tide  of  bigotry  to  kings  might  have 
returned  ftronger  than   it  had  ebbed,    and  have 

K  3  borne 
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Anno  1641.  borne  down  with  it  all  thofe  bulwarks  which 
the  champions  of  Liberty  had  erected  for  the 
new-acquired  rights  they  had  obtained  for  the 
people.  Such  evil  was  not  at  this  time  to  be  the 
portion  of  Great  Britain. 

The  King        Charles,    whofe   fanguinenefs   of    difpofition, 

enters  into  ^  • 

new  projeas  on  any  favorable  appearance,  was  equal  to  his 
tofiibdue  cieiedion  of  fpirits  in  contrary  circumflances^ 
grew  elated  to  a  high  degree  at  the  flattering  ac- 
count  which  his  creatures  daily  gave  him  of  the 
fituation  of  his  affairs.  The  party  in  oppofition 
were  reprefented  as  driven  to  their  laft  iliifts  ; 
that  many  of  them,  forefeeing  they  fhould  be 
forfaken  by  the  people,  to  avoid  punifhment,  in- 
tended to  fly  the  country.  Such  was  the  confi- 
dence which  this  dawn  of  fortune  infpired  into 
the  royal  party,  that  Falkland  accepted  of  the  of- 
fice of  fecretary  of  flare  *,  Sir  John  Colepeper 
that  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Hyde  was  promifed  a  preferment  fuitable  to  his 
merit.  Charles,  intoxicated  v/ith  this  returning 
profperity,  determined  at  one  flroke  to  fubdue 
his  half-vanquifhed  enemies,  and  open  a  way 
by  which  all  the  concefiions  v/hich  had  been  ex- 
torted from  him  might  be  refcinded. 

When  the  lord  Saville,  in  confequence  of  his 
fuccefsful  forgery,-  had  overv/helmed  his  rival 
Strafford  with  the  vengeance  of  an  enraged  par- 
liament, he,  betraying  his  friends  and  aflbciates, 

*  Sir  Henry  Vane*s  dirmilTion  from  this  ofHce  gave  Co 
much  chagrin  to  the  Commons,  that  he,  with  the  earl  of 
Salifoury,  was  fpeciall)'  recommended  to  the  King,  to  be 
re-taken  into  his  fervice.  Sir  Henry  Vane  junior,  the  fon 
of  the  fecretary,  being  difmiffed  from  the  office  of  treafurer 
of  the  navy,  it  was  voted,  that  the  houfe  would  take  it  into 
confideration  when  they  fhould  confider  the  next  bill  for  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  journals  0/  il?e  Commons ,  vol.  II.  p.  360. 

informed 
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informed  tke  King,  that  the  Scots  had  had  a  ge-  Anno  1641, 
neral  invitation,  from  the  leaders  of  the  difcon- 
tented  party,  to  invade  England  ;  and  that  many 
of  his  ilaunch  oppofers  in  parliament  had  been 
of  the  cabal.     On  this   intelligence^    the  King 
undertook  a  journey  to  Scotland,  to  furnifii  him- 
felf  with  matter  for  an  accufation,  and,    by  the 
force  of  bribery  and  flattery,    to  break  the  en- 
gagement between  the  Scottidi  and  Englifh  lead- 
ers.   It  is  faid,  he  fuccq^ded  fo  far  as  to  difcover 
that  thofe  who  were  the  adlive  and  leading  men 
in  both  hoiifes  of  parliament  had  not  only  en- 
•  couraged  but  folicited  the  Scotch  invafion  *.  He 
was  prevented  from  making  an  immediate  ufe 
of  this   information    by    the  outcry  v/hich  the 
Irifh  maflacre  had  raifed   againil  him,    and   by 
the  fears  and  jealoufies   which  the  rumor   of  a 
confpiracy  at  Edinburgh,  to  take  off  by  affaffi- 
nation  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  and   the  earl  of 
Argyll,  had  occafioned  in    the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment.    Preparatory,  however,  to  this  important 
cnterprize,    he  difmifled  the  guards   which  this 
affembly  had  raifed  for  their  fecurity,  took  away 
the  care  of  the  Tower  from  the  earl  of  New- 
port,   and  placed  Sir  Thomas  Lunsford  in  the 
office  of  lieutenant  j  a  man,  v/ho,  as  Clarendon 

*  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Montrofe  who  dlfcovered  fe- 
veral  particulars  to  the  King.  He  could  not  prevail  wicli 
Wareiloun  to  give  up  the  invitation  forged  by  the  lord  Sa- 
ville,  which  had  been  entrufted  to  his  hands.  It  is  fur- 
prifing  the  King  fhould  have  lb  eager  a  deiire  to  pofTefs  this 
paper,  fince  he  he  knew  that  it  was  forged  by  Savilie,  the 
man  who,  notwithftanding  this  intelligence,  he  had  pro- 
moted. Wareiloun,  not  knowing  what  ufe  the  King  in- 
tended to  make  of  it,  excufed  himfelf  from  delivering  it, 
<:ut  out  the  fubfcriptions,  and  fent  each  to  the  perfon  for 
whom  they  v^ere  forged.  Burnetts  HiJIory  of  His  Ovjn  Times , 
vol.  I.  p.  29. 

K  4  fays. 
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Annoi64T.  f^yg^  ^35  Only  knowH  by  the  difad vantage  of  aa 
H.TIorL  ill  character,  who  would  be  faithful  for  the  obli- 
i».  2S0.       gation,   and  execute  any  thing  which  ihould  be 
required  of  him.     The  inftant  and  peremptory 
demands  of   the  populace  obliging  the    King 
to  difrnifs  Lunsford,    Sir  John'  Byron,    another 
creature  of  the  court,  was  put  in  his  place  ;  and 
a  regiment  of  difbanded  reformadoes  "^  enter- 
tained at  the  royal  palace.    The  Commons,  ever 
fufpedting  treachery  on  the  King's  part,    w^re 
juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  fufpicious   circumftances, 
and  continued  to  petition  for  a  guard  -,  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  fit  in  the  city,  during  their 
recefs  of  three  days,    to  receive  the  King's  an- 
^f  yV      fwer,  and  tranfad  this  bufmefs.     The  Kins;,  for 

vol.  XI.  p.  '  «!>' 

304.  very  im-portant  reafons,    continued  deaf  to  the 

earneft  defire  of  the  Commons,  and  fent  them 
word.  That  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  grounds 
of  their  apprehenfions  ^  if  he  had  any  knowledge 
or  belief  of  the  leaft  defign  of  violence  againft 
them,  he  would  purfue  the  contrivers  of  it  with 
the  fame  fe verity  and  de reflation  as  he  would  do 
the  greateft  attempt  on  his  crown ;  and  he  en- 
gaged folemnly,  on  the  word  of  a  King,  that 
the  fecurity  of  all  and  every  one  of  them  from 
violence  was  and  lliould  ever  be  as  much  his 
care  as  the  prefervation  of  himfelf  and  children  ; 
and  if  this  general  afTurance  could  not  fuffice  to 
remove  their  apprehenfion,  he  would  command 
fuch  a  guard  to  wait  upon  them  as  he  v/ould 
be  refponfible  for  to  Him  who  had  charged  him 
with  the  fafety  and  procedion  of  his  fubjedls. 
The  populace  of  London  had  entirely  difperfed, 

*  The  parliarnent  had  thefe  reformadoes  in  fo  great  dif- 
truft,  that  they  were  difbanded  on  their  firil  meeting,  before 
the  reft  of  the  Englifh  troopso 

^nd 
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and  the  King  fent  to  his  good  friend  the  lord-  Anno  lej^u 
mayor  and  the  common-council  of  London  to 
take  meafures  to  prevent  their  re-meeting. 

On  the  third  of  January,    the  day  the  parlia- 
ment met  after  their  receis,  the  Commons  re- 
ceived the  King's  denial  to  their  requeft  for  a 
guard  of  their  own  appointing.  In  the  afternoon  charge  of 
of  the  fame  day,  Herbert,  the  attorney-general,  aglfnft  loS" 
informed  the  Lords,  that  he  had   fomewhat  of  Kimboicon, 
importance  to  communicate  to   them  from  the  ^e^^bers  of 
King,  who  had  commanded  him  to  accufe  the  the  lower 
lord  Kimbolton  *,  a  member  of  that  houfe,  and  parirkift. 
five  members  of    the  houfe   of  Commons,    of  v°'^x, 
high-treafon  -,    that  his  majefty  had  himfelf  de-  &feq/ 
livered  him  in  writing  the  articles  on  which   he 
accufed  them. — Thus  faying,  he  read  the  follow- 
ing engrolTed  impeachment. 

"  That  the  accufed  members  had  endeavored 
to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  of  government, 
to  deprive  the  King  of  his  regal  power,  and  to 
place  in  his  fubjedts  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
power  : 

"  That  they  had,  by  foul  afperfions  on  his 
majefty  and  his  government,  endeavored  to  alie- 
nate the  affcflions  of  his  people,  and  to  make 
his  majefty  odious : 

"  That  they  had  endeavored  to  draw  his  late 
army  into  difobedience  to  his  commands,  and  to 
iide  with  them  in  their  traitorous  defigns  : 

"  That  they  had  traitoroufly  invited  and  en- 
couraged a  foreign  power  to  invade  his  majefr 
ty's  kingdom  of  England. 

*'  That  they  had  traitoroufly  endeavored  to 
iiibvert  the  very  rights  and  being  of  parliament : 

*  Son  to  the  earl  of  Manchefler. 

^'  That 
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Anno  1641.  "  That  they  had  by  force  and  terror  compellec} 
the  parliament  to  join  with  them  in  their  traitor- 
ous defjgn ;  and  to  that  end  had  adlnally  raifed 
and  countenanced  tumults  againft  the  King  and 
parliament;  and  that  they  had  traitoroufly  con- 
fpired  to  levy,  and  had  adually  levied,  war 
againfl  the  King." 

Mr.  Attorney,  having  read  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment, farther  faid,  that  he  was  charged  to 
defire,  on  his  majefty's  behalf,  firft,  That  afeledt 
committee,  under  a  command  of  fecrefy,  fhould 
be. appointed  to  take  the  examination  of  fuchv/it- 
neifes  as  the  King  would  produce  in  this  bufmefs, 
as  formerly  had  been  done  in  cafes  of  the  like 
nature ;  fecondly.  Liberty  to  add  and  alter,  if 
there  fliould  be  caufe;  thirdly.  That  their  lord- 
fhips  would  take  care  for  fecuring  the  perfons,  as 
in  juftice  there  fhould  be  caufe. 

Amazement  feized  the  Lords  on  hearing  both 
houfes  of  parliament  in  a  manner  accufed  of  high- 
treafon  ;  every  a6l  which  had  been  made  to  fe- 
cure  the  people  from  any  future  attempt  on  their 
Liberties  condemned  as  irregular,  and  extorted 
by  violence  i  and  themfelves  requefted  to  perform 
fo  unconftitutional  an  adi  as  to  commit  five  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  houfe,  over  which  they  had  no 
power.  When  the  affembly  had  a  little  recovered 
-their  furprize,  they  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  regularity  of  this  proceeding,  whe- 
ther there  ever  had  been  fuch  a  one,  and  whether 
an  accufation  againfl:  a  peer  might  be  brought  into 
their  houfe  by  the  attorney-general.  They  took 
no  other  notice  of  the  accufation  againft  the  five 
commoners  but  by  acquainting  their  houfe,  that 
fome  of  their  members  were  accufed  of  high- 
treafon*. 

*  Clarendon  fay?,  that  it  was  lord  DIgby  who  advifed  the 
K-ing  to  this  acculltio.i;  and  promifed  him,  that  as  foon  as 

the 
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Whilft  this  fcene  was  ading  in  the  houfe  of  Anno  16^, 
Lords,  the  Commons  v/ere  informed,  that  Sir 
William  Fleming,  Sir  William  Killigrevv,  and 
others,  were  at  Mr.  Holies's  and  Mr.  Pym's 
fealing  up  their  trunks,  doors,  and  papers.  On 
this  intelligence,  the  Commons  ordered  their  fer- 
jeant  to  go  and  break  open  the  feals,  and  appre- 
hend thofe  who  put  them  on  -,  and  paifed  an  or- 
der, That  if  any  perfons  whatever  iliould  come 
to  the  lodgings  of  any  member  of  the  hoafe,  and 
offer  to  feal  his  doors,  trunks,  or  papers,  that  then 
Tuch  member  ihould  require  the  afTiftance  of- the 
conilable  to  keep  fuch  perfons  in  fare  cuilody  till 
the  houfe  fhouid  give  farther  orders  *,  that  if  any 
perfon  Ihould  offer  to  arreft  or  detain  any  member, 
without  firfi:  acquainting  the  houfe  therewith,  it 
fhouid  be  lawful  for  fuch  member  to  (land  upon 
his  defence,  and  for  any  perfon  to  affifl  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  proteftation  taken  to  defend  the 
privileges  of  parliament.  A  conference  on  the 
llibjedt  of  this  breach  of  privilege  being  immedi- 
ately demanded  of  the  Lords,  the  Commons  en- 
treated that  alTembly  to  join  in  a  fequeft  to  the 

the  attorney- general  had  read  the  impeachment,  he  would 
jnove  for  the  commitment  of  lord  Kimbolton;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  Teemed  more  furprlzed  and  perplexed  at  the 
event  than  any  other  member  in  the  houfe  ;  and,  fitting  next 
lord  Kimbolton,  whifpered  him  with  fome  emotion,  thatthe 
King  was  mifchievoufly  advifed,  that  to  p  event  farther  evil 
he  would  know  immediately  whence  the  counfel  proceeded  ; 
that,  fo  faying,  he  retired  in  great  confufion.  Clarendon  is 
of  opinion,  that  if  Digby  had  performed  his  promife  it  would 
■have  raifed  a  very  hot  difpute  in  the  houfe.  This  opinion 
proceeded  rather  from  the  fiime  fanguinenefs  of  difpofition 
which  had  betrayed  the  King  and  Digby  into  the  ill-timed 
accufation,  than  from  juli:  grounds.  It  is  likely  that  Digby's 
timidity  was  occafioned  from  the  unexpefted  appearance  of 
refentment  he  faw  in  the  houfe.  Clarendon's  HijL  vol.  I.  p. 
282, 

King 
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Aano  1641.  King  to  remove  the  guards  at  Whitehall;  and 
that  the  parliament  might  have  fuch  a  guard  as 
lliould  be  approved  of  by  his  majefty  and  both 
houfes;  that  their  lordfhips  would  join  in  vindi- 
cating the  privileges  of  parliament;  and  if  a 
guard  could  not  be  obtained,  that  they  would 
take  into  confideration  the  adjourning  to  a  place 
of  fafety. 

On  the  fubje(5l  of  this  conference  the  Lords 
pafled  the  following  orders :    That  all  the  cham- 
bers, fludies,  and  trunks  belonging  to  Mr.  Holies, 
Mr.  Pym,  Mr.   Hamden,    or  to  any  member  of 
parliament,  which  have  been  fealed  up  and  locked, 
iliall  be  forthwith  unfealed  and  unlocked,  and  left 
to  their  free  ufe   and  difpofure ;  that  this  houfe 
will  join  with  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  an  hum- 
ble petition  to  the  King  for  a  guard  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  defire,  and  that  it  Ihall  continue 
as  lono;  as  the  Kino;  and  both  houfes  fhall  think 
fit.    On  this  day  of  bufmefs,  Francis,  the  King's 
ferjeant  at  arms,  came  to  the  houfe  with  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  King  :    on  being  admitted,  he  in- 
formed the  fpeaker,  that  he  was  commanded  by 
the  King's  majefty  on  his  allegiance  to  require  of 
him  five  gentlemen,    members  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons;    and  that  thefe  gentlemen  being  de- 
livered,  he   was  ordered  to  arrefl  them,  in  the 
King's  name,  of  high  treafon  ;  that  the  names  of 
the  five  gentlemen  were,.  Mr.  Holies,  Sir  Arthur 
Hajlerig,    Mr.  Pym,    Mr.  Hamden,    and   Mr. 
"William  Strode.  On  this  melTage,  the  Commons 
with  great  calmnefs  difcharged  the  ferjeant,  and 
ordered  Sir  John  Colepeper  (the  prefent  chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer),  lord  Falkland  (fecretary 
of  flate),  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  and  Sir  John  Ho- 
tham,  to  attend  his  majefty,  and  acquaint  him. 
That  his  meiTage  was  a  melTage  of  great  confe- 

quence, 
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quence,  as  it  concerned  the  privileges  of  parlia-  Anno  1641, 
ment,  and  therein  the  privileges  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  England ;  that  they  would  take  it  into  feri- 
ousconfideration,  and  would  attend  his  majefty  with 
an  anfwer,  in  all  humility  and  duty,  and  with  as 
much  fpeed  as  the  greatnefs  of  the  bufmefs  would 
permit  -,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  houfe  would 
take  care  that  thofe  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the 
meffage  fhould  be  ready  to  anfwer  any  legal 
charge  laid  againft  them.  After  this,  the  fpeaker, 
by  the  command  of  the  houfe,  enjoined  the  ac- 
cufed  members  to  give  their  attendance  de  die  in 
diem*.  On  the  morning  of  the  fucceeding  day, 
the  King  not  having  fent  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer  to 
the  joint  petition  of  both  houfes  for  a  guard,  the 
Commons  tefliiied  to  the  Lords  their  uneafmefs 
on  this  head,  becaufe  they  had  received  informa- 
tion, that  the  gentlemen  of  the  inns  of  court  had 
been  dealt  with  to  come  armed  to  Whitehall  when 
they  fhould  be  required -f;  and  that  a  fcandalous 
paper  had  been  publiihed,  to  the  injury  of  fome 
members  of  both  houfes,  containing  articles  of 
high-treafon  againft  them ;  they  defired  the  Lords 
to  join  with  them  in  finding  out  the  authors,  and 
bringing  them  to  condign  punifhment  J.     The 

*  A  committee  of  both  houfes  having  been  fent  to  the  King 
to  reraonftrate  on  this  breach  of  privilege,  he  told  them,  tha? 
the  houfe  (hould  have  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  it  was  fet, 

f  They  received  a  meffage,  the  night  before  they  were 
examined,  to  keep  within  the  fucceeding  day,  and  be  ready 
at  an  hour's  warning,  if  his  majefty  Ihould  have  oecafion  to 
ufe  them.  The  articles  of  accufation  againft  the  fix  members 
were  likewife  fent  to  them.  Rujh-worth^  vol.  IV.  p.  476. 

X  An  order  pafied  the  houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  trained- 
bands  of  the  city  of  London  fhould  be  put  in  readinefs  for 
the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfon,  the  city,  and  the  common- 
wealth ;  and  that  there  fhould  be  a  ftrong  guard  and  watches 
iet  at  all  places  convenient  about  the  city.  Journals  of  ths 
Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  -^66, 

King, 
8 
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Anno  1641.  King,  on  the  return  of  his  ferjeant  empty- handed^ 
entered  on  the  execution  of  the  laft  part  of  his 
projedl;  viz.  the  going  himfelf  in  perfon  with  an 
armed  force,  taking  the  houfe  at  a  furprize,  and 
feizing  the  five  members  *.  This  was  determined 
on  the  receipt  of  the  meffage  from  the  Commons  -, 
but  the  morning  bringing  more  timid  refledlions, 
tl^e  King  went  to  the  queen's  apartment,  and  ex- 
poftulated  with  her  on  the  hazard  of  the  attempt, 
exprefling  fomething  like  a  determination  of  not 
putting  it  in  execution.  The  queen  was  tranf- 
ported  with  pafTion  at  this  want  of  refolution : 
*'  Go,  coward  !  exclaimed  this  imperious  woman, 
pull  thefe  rogues  out  by  the  ears,  or  never  fee  my 

The  King    face  more."  The  fubmiffive  hufband  obeyed,  and 

goes  to  the  n       •  1         1  r  r   /-^  •    i 

lower  houfe  wcnt  ftrait  to   the  houie   or  Commons,  with  a 
tofeizethe  ^    j^^  of  five  huudrcd  followers.    The  houfe  hav- 

five  mem-  .  ^    ,       _    . 

bers.         ing  received  mtimation  oi  the  Kmg's  mtentionf, 

*  According  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previoufly  laidj 
Lilly  fays,  that  all  Chriftmas  time  there  were  private  whifper- 
ings  in  court,  and  fecret  counfels  held  by  the  queen  and  her 
party,  with  whom  the  King  fat  in  council  very  late  many 
nights.  Lii/y,  p*  57. 

f  One  captain  Langrifh  rufned  through  the  King's  train, 
and  brought  the  houfe  intelligence  of  his  hoflile  appearance: 
at  the  fame  time  the  aflembly  was  informed,  by  one  of  its 
own  members,  that  endeavors  would  be  ufed  that  day  to 
feize  the  five  members.  It  is  faid,  the  intimation  came  from 
the  countefs  of  Carlifle ,  who  overheard  the  dialogue  betweeri 
the  King  and  queen.  Clarendon  hints  that  it  came  from 
William  Murray,  of  the  bed-chamber;  but  the  fufpicions  of 
this  author  are  feldom  well  grounded.  Murray  v/as  fo  far 
from  ailing  as  a  fpy  for  the  oppofition,  that,  in  a  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  he,  among  others,  is  particularly 
objefted  to,  as  improper  to  be  trufted  about  the  perfon  of  the 
King.  Lilly  the  aftrologer  fays,  that  whilft  he  was  at  dinner 
at  Whitehall,  Sir  Peter  Wich,  one  of  the  court  attendants, 
burft  into  the  room,  and  broke  open  the  chell  which  con- 
tained the  arms :  the  adlion  frighted  the  whole  company;  and 
one  of  them  ran  to  inform  fome  members  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  King  had  hoftile4ntentions.  Lilly^s  Ohfer- 
mations  on  the  Life  and  Death  of  King  Charles,  p.  59« 

7  %  ordered 
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ordered  the  five  members  to  withdraw,  kfl  the  Anno  1641'. 
houfe  ihould  be  engaged  in  blood*.  This  order ^^^Y^ef 
was  hardly  obeyed  when  the  doors  were  flungbyanefcape, 
open,  and  the  King  appeared:  he  walked  imme- 
diately up  to  the  chair,  and  faid,  "  By  your  leave^ 
Mr.  Speaker ;  I  muft  borrow  your  chair."  After 
having  itood  in  it  fome  time,  and  eyed  the  mem- 
bers as  they  rofe  up  uncovered  to  receive  him, " 
he  afked  the  fpeaker,  whether  he  faw  any  of  the 
accufed  members,  and  where  they  were  ?  The 
fpeaker,  falling  upon  his  knee,  replied,  "  I  have 
neither  eyes  to  fee,  nor  tongue  to  fpeak,  in  this 
place,  but  as  the  houfe  is  pleafed  to  dired:  me, 
whofe  fervant  1  am  here  ;  and  humbly  beg  your 
majefty's  pardon  that  I  cannot  give  any  other  an- 
fwer  than  this  to  what  your  majefcy  is  pleafed  to 
demand  of  me."  On  this  the  King  told  the  houfe, 
he  had  fent  a  ferjeant  at  arms  to  apprehend  fome 
who,  by  his  command,  were  accufed  of  high- 
treafon,  unto  which  he  expected  obedience,  and 
not  a  melTage;  that  he  muft  declare  unto  them, 
that  albeit  no  King  who  ever  v/as  in  England 
fliould  be  more  careful  to  maintain  their  privi- 
leges than  himfelf,  yet  he  muft  let  them  know, 
that  in  cafes  of  treafon  no  perfon  had  privilege  ; 
and  therefore  he  was  come  to  know  if  thofe  per- 
fons  he  had  accufed  were  among  them,  for  fo 
long  as  that  was  the  cafe,  he  could  not  expert 
that  the  houfe  would  be  in  the  right  way  he  did 
heartily  wifh  it ;  he  was  come  to  tell  them,  he 
muft  have  the  perfons  accufed   wherefoever  he 

*  Mr.  Strode  was  unwilling  to  withdraw ;  ,but  the  houfe  in- 
filled on  his  obedience,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  de- 
fending their  privilege  by  force  of  arms.  The  fix  members 
repaired  for  flieher  to  a  houfe  in  Coleman-ftreet  in  the  city. 
Lord  Digby  was  mad  enough  to  offer  to  go  with  afelecl  com- 
pany of  gentlemen,  and  to  bring  them  away,  or  leavethem 
dead  on  the  place.  Clar.  Hijl.  vol.  I.  p.  2^3. 

~    could 
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Anno  1641.  could  find  them  *  5  that  fince  the  birds  were  all 
flown,  he  did  exped  that  the  houfe  would  fend 
them  unto  him  as  foon  as  they  returned,  otherwife 
he  muft  take  fome  other  courfe  to  find  them ;  he 
never  did  intend  force,  but  to  proceed  in  a  legal 
and  fair  way  ;  and  whatfoever  he  had  done  in  fa- 
vor, and  to  the  good  of  his  fubjeds,  he  meant  to 
maintain.  Thus  having  faid,  the  King  retired  in 
fome  confufion,  many  members  crying  out, 
"Privilege!  Privilegef !" 

Confufion        The  houfe  adjourned  itfelf  till  the  next  day. 

thepubTic°  Great  was  the  confufion  and  terror  of  the  public 
on  this  event.  The  accufed  members  removed 
themfelves  into  the  city;  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  the  whole  night  in  arms.  Alarms  of  various 
kinds  were  raifed,  that  the  cavaliers  and  PapiUs 
were  come  to  fire  the  city,  and  that  the  King  was 
at  the  head  of  them.  The  next  morning,  orders 
having  been  fent  to  the  lord-mayor  to  call  a  com- 
mon-council, Charles,  attended  by  three  or  four 
lords,  went  to  Guildhall :  he  told  the  council, 
that  he  was  come  to  demand  fuch  perfons  whom 
he  had  accufed  of  treafon,  and  did  believe  they 
were  Ihrouded  in  the  city ;  he  hoped  no  good  man 

*  An  evidence  that  he  meant  to  ufe  force  had  they  been 
in  the  houfe  ;  though  he  afterwards  called  God  to  witnefs, 
that  he  did  not  intend  violence*  Clar»  HiJ}.  vol.  I.  p.  341. 

f  The  Commons  had  fent  a  meflage  the  night  before, 
complaining,  that  the  King  had  infringed  their  privileges  in 
fending  his  ferjeant  to  their  houfe  to  feize  their  members.  On 
the  delivery  of  this  meffage,  the  King  returned,  that  he  would 
fend  an  anfwer  the  next  morning  as  foon  as  the  houfe  was  fet. 
To  the  lords,  who  had  been  fent  from  the  upper  houfe  to  fo- 
licit  a  guard,  he  faid,  he  could  not  give  a  prefent  anfwer,  by 
reafon  of  fome  weighty  affairs  which  were  then  before  him  ; 
but  he  believed  he  fhould  fend  one  either  that  day  or  the 
morrow.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he 
went  to  feize  the  five  members.  Rujh'worth,  vol.  IV.  p.  476. 
ParLHifl.  vol.  X.  p.  162. 

would 
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would  keep  them  from  him-,  their  offences  were  Anno  1641, 
treafon  and  mifdemeanors  of  an  high  nature:  he 
did  defire  their  loving  affiflances  therein,    that 
they  might  be   brought  to   a  legal  trial;   and 
whereas  there  were  divers  fufpicions  raifed  that  he 
was  a  favorer  of  the  Popifh  religion,  he  did  pro- 
fefs,  in  the  name  of  a  King,    that  he  did,  and 
ever  would,  and  that  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
be  aprofecutor  of  all  fuch  as  fhould  anywife  op- 
pofe  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  the  kingdom,  either 
Papifts  or  feparatills ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  would 
maintain  that  true  Proteilant  religion  which  his 
father  did  profefs.     Certainly  the  King  was  yet 
intoxicated  with  the  entertainment  he  had  received 
from  the  city,  and  fondly  imagined,  that  in  the 
flattery  of  the  lord-mayor  and  a  few  of  the  alder- 
men were  included  the  fentiments  of  all  the  men 
of  property  in  London;  otherwife  he  could  never 
have  imagined  by  fuch  means  to  get  poiTefiion 
of  the  five  members,    or  have  thought  this  an 
occafion  to  acknowledge  himfelf  ftrongly  attached 
to  his  father's  fuperitition,  and  an  inveterate  op- 
pofer  of  that  alteration   in  religion  which  was  at 
this   time    univerfally  defired.      Charles,     who  The  King 
thought  that  the  fmiles  of  majelly  had  an  irrefiil-  b"tirvLin, 
ible  influence  on  the  afle<5lions   of  men,  put  on  to  foftemhe 
afl^airs  of  popularity,  and,  after  ufing  many  gra- oft^g'"^"' 
cious  exprefiions  of  the  efleem   he  had  for  the  public 
company,  told  one  of  the  flieriffs,  who  was  known 
to  be  attached  to  the  parliament,  that  he  would 
dine  with  him.     He  had  the  mortification  how- 
ever, to  depart  without  receiving  any  mark  of  ap- 
plaufe  or  approbation.  As  he  returned  home,  he 
was  followed  by  the  people,  but  received  no  other 
infult  than  a  paper  flung  into  his  coach  by  a  pam- 
phlet-writer,   whereon  was  written  thefe  words. 
Vol.  III.  L  "  To 
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Anno  1641.  "  To  your  tents,  O  Ifraei* !"  the  croud  content- 
ing themfelves  with  crying  out,  '^  Privilege  of 
parliament !  Privilege  of  parliament  -j- !  '* 
chr.  Hift.  A  proclamation  was  ilTued  out  the  next  day 
Isi'/'  ^*  ^^^  ^^^  apprehenfion  of  the  fix  members  J;  with 
a  prohibition  to  all  perfons  to  harbor  them  ;  and 
the  articles  of  their  charge  were  printed  and  dif- 
perfed  §.     The  houfe  of  Commons  only  met  to 

*  The  words  ufed  by  the  Ifraelites,  when  they  abandoned 
their  weak  and  tyrannical  prince  Rehoboam. 

f  Lilly  fays,  that  the  King,  had  no  incivility,  in  the  leaft 
meafure,  offered  to  his  perfon  ;  only  many  cried  out  as  he 
pafTed  the  ftreets,  '•'  Sir,  let  us  have  our  juft  liberties  ;  we 
defire  no  more."     Lilly,  p.  61. 

X  Mr.  Holies  and  Mr.  Strode  had  already  fuitered  many 
years  iraprifonraent,  after  the  diffolution  of  that  parliament 
which  immediately  preceded  the  twelve  years  of  arbitrary 
government  without  parliaments.     May's  Hiji. 

§  Clarendon,  at  the  fame  time  when  he  vindicates  the  le- 
gality of  the  King's  proceedings,    takes  great  pains  to  excul- 
pate himfelf  apd   friends,    Falkland    and   Colepeper,  from 
,  being  the  advifers  of  the  projedl;   aiTerting,  That  notvvlth- 
'  ftanding  they  had  inlifted  in  the  fervice,  under  promife  that 
the  King  would  enter  into   no  nevi^  counfels   without  their 
advice,  they  were  abfolute  ftrangers  to  meafures  they  deteffed, 
and  of  which  they  could  not  avoid  being  looked  upon  as  the 
authors.       If  this  is  true,  it  proves  undeniably,  that,  how- 
ever honorable  the  terms  were  on  which  this  triumvirate  ac- 
cepted of  office,    they  were  too  much  intoxicated  with  its 
charms  to  fuffer  any  nice  care  of  reputation,  or  delicate  idea 
of  honor,  to  deprive  them  of  its  polleffion  ;  fince,  from  the 
accufation   of  the   fix   members,  in  the  upper  houfe,  there 
was  time  enough  for  thefe  new  ofhcers  of  Itate  to  interpofe 
their  falutary  advice  to  the  prevention  of  the  other  more  un- 
juftifiable  proceedings.     The  King,  notwithftanding  his  pro- 
mife, perfilled  in  governing  himfelf  by  the  counfels  of  others^  * 
to  the  great  detriment  of  their  reputation  ;  and  their  refent- 
ment  on  this  produced  only  an  inclination  not  to  be  chief  ma- 
nagers of  his  bufmefs  in  the  lower  houfe.     Falkland,  Cole- 
peper, and  Hyde,  were  taken  into  the  King's  fervice  by  the 
efpecial  recommendation  of  the  lord  Digby.     Falkland  had 
fcruples  on  undertaking  fo  invidious  a  talk,  left  more  fhould 
be  expeded  from  him  than  he  could  honeftly  comply  with ; 

bur 
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vote,  that  the  King  had  violated  the  privilege  of  ^^no  1641. 

parliament ;  that  they  could  not  fit  any  longer  at 

Weilminfter,  without  a  full  vindication  of  fo  high 

a  breach  of  privilege,  and  a  guard  for  the  fafcty 

of  their  perfons  *  :  it  was  refolved  to  adjourn  till 

the  eleventh  "f.     A  committee  of  twenty-five  was  '^^^  p"^'^" 

appointed  to  fit  in  Guildhall,  to  confider  of  alljoum, 

things  concerning  the  good  and  fafety  of  the  city 

and  kingdom  ;  and  particularly  how  the  privilege  J^"''''^^^^  °^ 

of  parliament  might  be  fecured.    This  committee  voi^u^p!' 

had  the  diredlion  of  the  Irilh  affairs  j  and  all  who  3^^- 

chofe  to  attend  had  voices.     A  meifage  was  fent 

to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  with  what  had 

palTed  the  day  before,  and  with  their  refolutions. 

but  Hyde  perfuaded  him  out  of  thefe.  Indeed  the  fcruples 
of  the  latter  feem  not  to  be  very  nice  ;  he  laments,  that  the 
K.ing  did  not,  previous  to  the  accufation,  apprehended  the  fix 
'  members,  and  keep  them  in  fuch  clofe  cuftody  that  nobody 
fhould  have  heard  from  them,  nor  they  from  one  another  : 
*'  All  which,  fays  he  would  not  have  been  very  difficulty 
and  then  the  high  fpirits  of  both  the  houfes  might  have  been 
deje6led  enough  to  have  been  treated  withal."  It  is  a  quef- 
tion,  which  of  the  two,  Digby  or  Hyde,  were  more  erroneous 
in  their  notions  concerning  the  laws  of  the  coniHtution,  and 
the  temper  of  the  times  ;  Hyde  gravely  cenfures  the  fecrecy 
with  which  the  intention  of  accufing  the  fix  members  was 
kept,  becaufe  it  prevented  the  King's  friends  from  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  confternation  of  the  houfe  to  prefs  fomething 
to  his  fatisfaftion.    Clarendon's  Htji,  vol.  f.  p.  268,  284,  306. 

*  The  firft  order  palTed  was.  That  the  door  fhould  be  lock- 
ed, the  key  brought  up,  the  outward  rooms  cleared  of  all  per- 
fons but  the  fervants  of  the  members ;  that  no  member  (hould 
go  out  without  leave  ;  and  that  fome  of  the  fervants  fhould 
be  fent  to  fee  what  numbers  of  people  were  repairing  towards 
Weflminfter.     Nalfon,  vol  If.  p.  B23. 

f  The  Lords  adjourned  themfelves  till  the  time  fixed  for 
the  re  meeting  of  the  Commons,  and  appointed  a  committee 
for  Irifh  affairs,  which  fhould  have  power  to  adjourn  them- 
felves from  time  to  time,  and  froiji  place  to  place,  as  they 
ihould  fee  caufe.  Pari,  Hi  ft.  vol.  X.  p.  168.  Na/fon,  vol. 
II.  p.  822.  -  ' 

L  2  The 
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Annoi64i.  'Yhc  reccption  which  the  committee  of  the 
f^nceofthe  houfe  of  CoiDmons  found  from  the  city  was  of 
oiv.  cLr.    j.|,g  moft  refpedlful  kind:  a  guard  of  fubftantial 

Hift.  vol.  J.     .   .  \  -     o  '  r 

p. 285.  Citizens  ready  to  attend  them;  a  committee  or 
the  common-council  appointed  to  bid  them  wel- 
come, and  to  afTure  them,  that  the  city  would 
prote6t  them  from  violence;  that  the  guard 
fhould  be  relieved  twice  a-day,  if  they  refolved 
to  fit  morning  and  afternoon  ;  and,  that  the  city 
might  knov/  their  pleafure,  and  what  was  required 
of  them,  they  had  appointed  a  committee  of 
aldermen  and  common-council-m.en  to  meet  at 
the  fame  hour  they  met.  Nor  were  thefe  all  the 
marks  of  affedlion  which  the  city  of  London 
fhewed  to  the  parliament  and  their  caufe.  They 
T!.iey  peti-  prefcntcd  a  petition  to  the  King,  exprefling  their 
lUng.  Huf- fears  anddiftraclions  by  reafon  of  the  progrefsof 
b unci's  Co{-  the  bloody  rebellion  in  Ireland,  fom.ented  by  the 
ed.  1643,  p«  P^pifts  in  England  and  their  adherents ;  the  want 
45,  &feq.  of  aid  to  fupprefs  them,  the  feveral  intimations 
they  had  had,  both  foreign  and  domeftic,  of  the 
driving  on  defigns  tending  to  the  utter  ruin  of 
the  Protellant  religion,  and  the  lives  and  liberty 
of  the  fubjed;  the  putting  out  perfons  of  truft 
from  the  charge  of  the  Tower;  the  preparations 
there  lately  made;  the  fortifying  Whitehall  with 
men  and  munition,  in  an  unufual  m.anner*, 
fome  of  which  men,  with  provoking  language 
and  violence,  had  abufed  and  wounded  the  citi- 
zens ;  the  late  endeavors  ufed  to  the  inns  of  court ; 

*  The  committee  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  had  received 
information,  that  on  the  fourth  of  January,  the  day  in  which 
the  King  came  to  the  lower  houfe  to  feize  the  five  members, 
the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  permitted  one  hundred  arms, 
two  barrels  of  powder,  and  match  and  fhot  proportionable, 
to  go  out  of  the  Tower  to  Whitehall.  Rujhn^jbrth,  vol.  IV. 
p.  480. 

the 
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the  calling-in  cannoneers  and  other  afliflance  Into  ^'^"«  ^^4^' • 
the  Tower;  the  late  dilcovery  of  divers  fire- works 
in  the  hands  of  a  Papift;  and  the  mifunderiland- 
ing  between  his  majefty  and  the  parliament-,  the 
fears  of  the  petitioners  being  excceedingly  en- 
creafed  by  his  majefty's  late  going  into  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  attended  by  great  multitudes,  be- 
lides  his  ufual  guard,  for  the  apprehending  divers 
members  of  that  houfe,  to  the  endangering  his 
facred  perfon,  and  the  perfons  and  privileges  of 
that  honorable  affembly  ;  the  effed:  of  thefe  fears 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  trade,  and  threaten- 
ing the  ruin  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjecl.  The  petitioners  therefore 
prayed,  that,  by  the  advice  of  the  parliament, 
the  Proteltants  in  Ireland  might  be  fpeedily  re- 
lieved; the  Tower  put  into  the  hands  of  perfons 
of  truft;  unknown  and  doubtful -perfons  might 
be  removed  from  about  Whitehall  and  Weilmin- 
fter;  an  approved  guard  appointed  forthefafety 
of  his  majefty  and  the  parliament;  and  that  the 
lord  Kimbolton,  and  the  five  members  of  the' 
houfe  of  Commons,  lately  accufed,  might  not 
be  reftrained  of  liberty,  or  proceeded  again  ft 
otherwife  than  according  to  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament *. 

*  In  the  exordium  the  petitioners  fay,  That  his  majedy's 
frequent  declarations  of  his  great  care  of  the  good  and  wel- 
fare of  the  city,  of  the  true  Proteftant  religion,  and  of  pro- 
tefting  and  preferving  the  perfons  and  privileges  of  his  great 
council  aflembled  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  encou- 
raged them  to  addrefs  him  on  thefe  fubje6ls.  The  King, 
in  his  anfwer  to  this  petition,  fays,  that  he  had  removed 
Lunsford,  a  fervant  of  good  truft  and  reputation,  from  the 
charge  of  the  Tower,  only  to  fatisfy  the  fears  of  the  ciry. 
He  farther  afferts,  That  if  the  petitioners  confidered  the 
gentle  way  he  took  for  the  apprehenfion  of  thofe  he  had  ac- 
cufed of  high-treafon,  which  he  preferred  before  any  courfe 
of  violence,  tkey  would   beMeve  his  going  to  the  houfe  of 

L  3  Commons, 
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Anno  1641.  It  was  rcfolved  by  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  flierifFs  of  London  and 
Middlefex  fhould  raife  the  pojfs  comitatus  for  their 
fafe  coming  to  Weflminfler,  the  day  that  alfem- 
bly  fhould  meet  again.  On  this  occafion  the  wa- 
termen and  failors  tendered  their  fervice  to  guard 
them  by  water ;  and  the  apprentices  to  accom- 
pany them  by  land.  The  firft  offer  was  accepted, 
but  the  lafl  was  civilly  refufed  *. 

Commons  was  an  a£l  of  grace  and  favor  to  that  houfe,  and 
the  moft  peaceable  way  of  having  fo  necefiary  a  fervice  per- 
formed, Rujh^crthy  vol.  IV.  p.  480,  ^^  feq.  EuJlancTs  Col- 
le^icm^  P-  4S»  ^  fi^' 

*  The  committee  told  them,  that  they  were  fenfible  of 
their  former  readinefs  to  guard  the  parliament ;  they  hoped 
to  fee  them  have  redrefs  in  due  time  ;  but  deflred  them  to 
Hay  at  home  the  day  the  houfes  met.  A  fhip  whicii  at  this 
time  arrived  in  the  Thames,  loaded  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, raifed  the  fufpicion  of  the  committee  :  they  ordered 
her  to  fall  down  the  river  out  of  the  command  of  the  Tower, 
and  that  the  mafcer  of  her  fhouid  call  to  his  affiftance  a  fuf- 
ficient  force  to  reiifl:  any  endeavors  which  fhould  be  made 
to  take  her  lading  out  of  her:  by  an  order  of  parliament, 
the  ammunition  with  which  this  fhip  was  ilored  was  fent  to 
Ireland. 

In  the  fpeeches  which  were  made  on  the  occaiion  of  the 
late  high  breach  of  privilege,  Mr.  Grimilone  afferted,  a- 
mong  many  other  articles,  That  it  was  a  privilege  of  par- 
liament, not  to  be  broken  oir  or  difiblved  till  all  the  griev- 
ances and  oppreffions  of  the  fubjeft  were  fully  redrelTed  and 
remedied  ;  that  it  was  a  privilege  of  parliament,  not  to  be 
broken  off  or  difiblved  till  all  incendiaries  and  delinquents 
of  the  ftate  were  brought  to  condign  punifhment.  Mr.  Glyn, 
on  the  fame  occafion,  aflerted,  that  to  caufe  any  informa- 
tion to  be  brought  or  preferred  againfl:  any  member  of  par- 
liament into  the  houfe,  without  the  confent  of  the  houfe, 
was  a  breach  of  privilege;  to  profecute  and  proceed  againll 
them  upon  fuch  an  accufation,  without  the  confent  and  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  was  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  to  endeavor 
to  create  an  evil  opinion  in  the  hearts  of  the  fubje£l  againft 
fuch  accufed  members  was  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  for  any 
officer  or  ferjeant  to  come  in  open  parliament  to  demand  and 
arreft  any  fuch  member  accufed,  be  it  of  high  treafon  or  any 
crime   whatfoever,    without   the  knowledge  of  the   whole 

houfe, 
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Charles  began  now  feverely  to  feel  thofe  Jif- ^'^"^^  ^^41- 
treflcs  and  diHiculties  into  which  his  condu6l:  had 
driven  him.  It  has  been  reprefented,  that,  be- 
fore this  meafure,  his  affairs  began  to  wear  a  fa- 
vorable afpe6l;  all  the  (launch  adherents  to  mo- 
narchy, and  idolaters  of  old  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies, of  v/hich  there  were  not  a  few  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  looked  with  difgufl  and  horror 
on  thofe  noble  principles  of  Liberty  on  which  it 
was  obvious  the  leading  members  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  intended  to  model  the  conftitution. 
Thefe  illuftrious  legiflators  labored  under  the 
difficulties  v/hich  ever  attend  defigns  of  this  na- 
ture, where  the  power  of  execution  remains  in 
the  body  of  the  people. 

Societies  whole  fyftems  of  policy  are- framed 

houfe,  was  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament ;  to  fet 
forth  any  proclamation  to  apprehend  fuch  accufed  perfons, 
or  prohibit  their  repair  to  parliament  as  members  thereof, 
without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  whole  ftate  afiembled 
and  fitting  in  free  parliament,  was  a  manifell  breach  of 
privilege.  Sir  Simon  d'Ewes,  on  the  fame  occafion,  faid, 
that  there  was  a  double  privilege  of  parliament,  the  one  fi- 
nal and  the  other  temporary  ;  that  its  final  privileges  ex- 
tended to  all  civil  caufes  and  fuits  of  law ;  and  the  other, 
which  was  temporary,  to  capital  caufes,  in  which  the  per- 
fons and  goods  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  were  freed 
from  feizure  till  the  faid  houfes  were  firfl  fatisfied  of  their 
crimes,  and  did  deliver  them  up  ;  that  otherwife  all  pri- 
vilege of  parliament  mull  be  deilroyed,  and  the  houfes  be 
deprived  of  their  members  on  falfe  and  imaginary  charges. 
Arguments  of  a  like  nature  as  thefe  urged  by  Sir  Si- 
mon d'Ewes,  were  urged  againft  the  paffing  that  memorable 
refolution  in  the  year  1765,  in  which  the  parliament  de- 
clared they  had  no  privilege  in  cafe  of  libels.  They  undoubt- 
edly had  their  weight,  though  not  immediately  operative  ; 
fince  the  refolution  of  giving  up  this  important  part  of  par- 
liamentary privilege  was  cancelled  in  lefs  than  a  year,  jouf- 
nah  of  the  Commons i  vol.11,  p.  408.  Vomers* s  Tra5ii,  \o\, 
VI.  p.  64.,  ^  feq.  Pari  Hijl.  vol.  X.   p.  184,  IS Jeq.  188. 

L  4  on 
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Annoi64i.  on  partial  principles  of  convenknce  to  the  few, 
and  not  to  the  equal  advantages  and  immunities 
of  the  whole,    cannot  admit  of  thofe  modes  of 
education  which  perfect  the  reafon  of  mian,  reafon 

^^  -^  being  an  irrefiftible  enemy  to  fuch  fyftems.  Un- 

der governments  of  this  kind,  the  common  herd 
of  men  are  incapable  of  judging  of  argument, 
and  muft  be  led  to  adion  by  their  pafTions,  not 
by  their  underllandings.  Pym,  Vane,  Ham.den, 
and  the  other  popular  leaders,  were  too  fenfible 
of  this  necefTity  to  truft  the  public  with  their 
plan,  or  to  attempt  the  explaining  political  truths 
to  the  vulgar  and  illiterate.  To  prevail  with 
thefe  to  be  the  agents  of  their  own  happinefs, 
they  endeavored  by  every  political  art  to  keep  up 
their  difguft  to  the  character  of  the  King,  and 
their  apprehenfions  of  his  treachery.  The  plot 
to  bring  the  army  againft  the  parliament,  the 
rumor  of  an  intended  aOaffination  in  Scotland, 
the  Irifh  maffacre,  the  petulant  indifcretion  of 
feveral  Papiils  and  virulent  royalifrs,  had  fur- 
pifiied  them  with  fuel  to  fupport,  for  fome  time, 
the  flame  of  popular  difcontent  :  but  pafiion  is 
a  principle  as  unileady  and  uncertain  as  judg- 
ment is  cool  and  determined.  Already  the  zeal 
of  the  populace  began  to  fubfide  :  the  fa6i:ion 
of  royalifts  was  not  idle  :  every  plaufible  quality 
in  the  King's  chara6ler  was  exaggerated  to  a  high 
degree  of  moral  virtue  •,  every  probable  excufe 
was  framed  for  his  paft  conduct ;  every  treachery 
with  which  he  had  been  charged  was  denied  ♦, 
the  attributes  of  piety,  virtue,  and  honor  were 
given  to  him  :  thefe,  it  was  afierted,  would  pre- 
vent his  harboring  malice  againft  thofe  who  had 
oppofed  him  to  the  prejudice  of  his  regal  rights  5 
thefe  w^ould  prevent  his  undertaking  any  defigns 
figainft  the  democratical  principles  they  had  in- 
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trodiiced  into  the  government :  This  being  the  Anno  i64i« 
cafe,  concluded  the  royal  partizans,  it  will  be 
the  wifer  condudb-to  enjoy  our  new  acquired 
rights  with  tranquility,  and  luffer  our  fovereign 
to  pofiefs  the  remaining  articles  of  prerogative 
untouched,  rather  than,  by  endeavoring  at  the 
attainment  of  fuperior  privileges,  to  unhinge  a 
fixed  government,  and  incur  the  dangers  and  in- 
conveniencics  of  anarchy. 

Falfe  as  were  the  portions  on  which  thefe  ar- 
guments were  built,  they  began  to  have  a  preva- 
lent effed,  when  the  accufation  of  the  fix  mem- 
bers, and  the  alTault  on  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
determined  the  King's  charader,  and  made  a  full 
difcovery  of  his  fentiments.  There  remained  now 
no  doubt,  that  his  late  condefcenfion  was  not 
only  conftrained,  but  that  he  thought  himfelf 
defpoiled  of  his  lawful  authority  ;  and  that  thofe 
who  had  brought  him  into  the  necefTity  of  part- 
ing with  it,  or  had  taken  advantage  of  that  ne- 
cefTity,  were  guilty  of  treafon.  In  this  cafe  the 
parliament  itfelf  could  not  be  innocent.  If  the 
fubverting  the  King's  government  was  treafon  ; 
viz.  the  depriving  him  of  the  power  to  impofe 
taxes,  imprifon  his  fubjedts,  exercife  martial 
law,  innovate  the  eflablifhed  form  of  worfhip, 
and  afTume  a  defpotic  power  over  the  confci- 
ences  of  his  people  ;  if  this  was  treafon,  then 
was  the  whole  parliament  guilty.  If  the  recital 
of  the  King's  mal-adminiftration,  in  the  pream- 
bles of  feveral  ads  of  parliament,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  remonftrance  of  the  flate  of  the 
Icingdom,  were  foul  afperfions  on  the  King  and 
his  government,  then  was  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons a  principal  offender.  If  by  "  placing  in 
the  fubjed  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power," 
was  meant  the  enlarging  the  jurifdidtion  of  par- 
liament. 
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Anno  i64i.]jajp^^^j.^  ^^^  afTuming  an  a6l  by  which  that  par- 
liament was  not  to  be  diiTolved  or  prorogued 
without  their  own  confent, .  then  were  the  ma- 
jority of  both  houfes  criminal  in  a  high  degree. 
If  the  appointing  a  guard  of  the  trained-bands 
to  watch  over  the  fecurity  of  parliament  was 
raifmg  an  illegal  force,  then  was  the  whole  par- 
liament involved  in  the  fame  guilt  as  the  fix  ac- 
cufed  members.  If  the  inviting  the  Scotch  ar- 
my to  come  into  England  was  treafon,  then  was 
the  Scotch  invafion  the  higheil  a6t  of  treafon  ; 
notwithftanding  it  had  been  folemnly  declared, 
by  the  mouth  of  the  whole  legiflature  of  both 
kingdoms,  that  it  was  a  laudable  exertion  of 
duty  ;  then  v»^ere  the  Scotch  covenanters  yet 
criminal,  and  the  parliament  of  England  guilty 
of  treafon  in  rewarding  them  with  a  prefent 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  paying 
them  the  whole  expence  of  their  expedition, 
inftead  of  enabling  the  King  to  fubdue  them  by 
force  of  arms.  If  the  parliament  was  com- 
pelled by  violence  and  terror  to  thefe  a61;s, 
through  tumults  raifed  and  countenanced  by  the 
fix  members,  then  was  every  thing  which  had 
been  done  by  this  parliament  null  and  invalid  *. 

*  On  the  reading  the  proteftation  of  the  twelve  bifhops 
-  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  the  lord  Digby  faid,  that  the  parlia- 
ment was  not  free,  and  that  all  afts,  votes,  and  laws  which 
ihould  be  enafted  in  the  abfence,  and  without  the  aflent  of 
the  bifhops,  would  be  of  none  effed.  This  was  fo  far  re- 
fented  by  the  Lords  as  to  occaiion  them  to  pafs  a  vote,  That 
the  parliament  was  a  free  parliament.  Intelligence  of  this 
paflage  having  reached  the  Commons,  they  defired,  that 
lord  Digby  fhould  anfwer  to  the  information,  or  otherwife 
be  proceeded  againft  as  the  parliament  fhould  think  fit  :  the 
hurry  of  more  important  matters  prevented  the  farther  pro- 
fecution  of  this  bufinefs.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  X.    p.  151,   i5  Jtq, 

If 
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If  the  Kinor  vvas  fincere,  when  he  declared  him-  Anno  i64r, 
felf  tender  of  the  liberties  of  his  fubjedts,  and 
tenacious  of  the  privileges  of  parliament,  at  the 
fame  time  he  intended  an  alTault  on  the  whole 
houfe,  then  his  opinion  of  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjedt,  and  the  privilege  of  parliament,  was 
yet  of  a  nature  fo  peculiar  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  higheft  a6ls  of  tyranny  and  ufurpation. 

This  was  too  obvious  not  to  be  the  reafoning 
of  the  moil  common  underftanding.  Artifice 
to  aggravate  the  King's  a(5lions  was  now  no 
longer  neceflary ',  himfelf  had  proved  every 
thing  which  his  enemies  had  conje6lured  ;  and 
the  majority  of  both  houfes  were  now  convinced 
of  the  neceflity  of  curtailing  a  power  which,  it 
v/as  apparent,  would  be  ufed  to  fuch  pernicious 
ends  -f .  The  only  queftion  which  at  prefent  re- 
mained  undetermined  was,  the  bounds  within 
which  it  vv^ould  be.  expedient  to  confine  it  *.  ,  . 
Charles,  either  apprehenfive  of  danger  from  the  retires  to 
enraged  multitude,  or  unable  to  bear  the  triumph  ^^^p^°"' 
of  his  enemies,  retired  to  Hampton-Court  the 
day  before  the  appointed  time  for  the  re-meeting 
of  parliament  J. 

f  "  It  could  not  be  conceived,  fays  Rapin,  that,  at  a 
time  when  the  moderate  members  began  to  unite  in  the 
King's  favor,  in  order  to  eftablifli  a  folid  peace,  he  Ihould 
run  into  an  aclion  fo  odious  and  obftruflive  of  it,  had  he 
not  intended  to  fubdue  the  parliament  by  force."  Raping 
yol.  XI,  p.  328. 

*  The  Lords  were  fo  furprized  and  alarmed  at  the  King's 
pretenlions,  that  they  inclined  rather  to  truft  their  privi- 
leges with  the  fuppofed  levelling  fpirit  of  the  times,  than 
with  the  royal  prerogative,  in  the  hands  of  fo  determined 
a  tyrant. 

X  Ic  is  faid  that  Mr.  Pierpoint,  an  adive  member  in  the 
court- oppofition,  told  the  King,  that,  if  he  went  away,  a 
civil  war  mull  enfue  ;  that,  if  he  would  ftay,  a  little  time 
and  patience  would  bring  all  things  to  rights.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  the  moft  feniible  of  the  King's  party.     The 

lord- 
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Anno  1641.      Great  WES  the  folemnity  and  ftate  with  which 

of  pariia-    thc  committce,  and  with  them    the  fix  accufed 

^rt'-"^"^  members,  were  condud:ed  to  V/eflminfter.    The 

phant  return  city   traincd-bands   formed  a    triumphant    and 

mittee  anT  ^^i^J'^^^Y  proceflion  :[:.     The  Thames  was  cover- 

the  fix  ac-  ed  with  boats  and  other  vefifels,  furnilhed  with 

b"|f  "''^'"'ordnance,  and   adorned   with  flags  and  fiream- 

ers  -f;  nor  were  there  wanting  drums,  trumpets, 

or  any  kind  of  martial   mufic.     When  the   re- 

afiembling   of  the  parliament   was    fignified   to 

the  multitude,  the  event  was  fignalized  by  the 

found  of  trumpets,  the  beat  of  drums,  the  dif- 

charge  of  ordnance  on  the  water,  and  mufquets 

on  the   land,  intermixed   with  the  loud  fhouts 

and  congratulations  of  the  people  * ;  many  of 

Jord^mayor  and  the  two  new-knighted  fheriffs,  Sir  George 
"Whjtmore  and  Sir  Henry  Garroway,  told  him.  That,  if  he 
went,  he  would  leave  the  city  open  to  his  enemies,  to  do  as 
they  pleafed;  and  that  they  were  fu re  to  be  the  firft  un- 
done :  on  the  King's  telling  them,  he  was  refolved,  Sir 
Henry  Garroway  forrowfully  replied,  •*  Then,  Sir,  I  fhall 
never  fee  your  face  again."  The  earls  of  Eflex  and  Holland, 
holding  offices  in  the  King's  houlhold,  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend him  on  his  journey;  but  fuch  an  ill  impreflion  had 
the  public  received  of  him,  that  thefe  lords  refufed  to  go, 
on  fufpicion  of  foul  intentions  againil:  their  lives.  Echard^ 
p.  522.  Clarendon* s  Hijior^,  vol.  I.  p.  297. 

X  Some  of  the  trained-bands  carried  upon  the  top  of  their 
pikes  the  proteftation  enjoined  by  parliament,  and  others 
the  printed  votes  of  the  King's  breach  of  privilege.  Ecbard^ 
p.  522. 

•f  The  committee,  and  with  them  the  fix  accufed  mem- 
bers, came  to  Wellminfter  by  v/ater,  at  the  head  of  the 
naval  procefiion.     Rujh-jjorth^  vol.  IV.  p.  484. 

*  Such  was  the  ambition  of  the  public  to  fignalize  them- 
felves  upon  this  occafion,  that  they  lamented  as  a  misfor- 
tune not  to  have  part  in  the  adions  of  this  day's  folemnity. 
The  mijiiia  of  Wedminfter,  fearine  the  Commons  did  not 
.put  that  confidence  in  them  as  they  did  in  the  city  trained- 
\  bands,  prefented  a  petition  expreffive   of  much  afredion  to 

the  houfe,  and  of  great  grief  and  dillraclion  at  being  fuf- 
pecled  to  be  wanting  in  duty  and  refpeit.  Nalj'on,  vol.  II. 
p.  S59.  '  ■  : 

them. 
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them,  in  derifion,  as  they  pafled  by  Whitehall,  Anno  1641, 
crying,  *'  What  is  become  of  the  King  and 
his  cavaliers  ?"  The  houfe  of  Commons  con- 
firmed all  the  adts  of  their  committee.  A  de- Declaration 
claration  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  ^-heir  ^^^^^j^f"* 
orders  was  agreed  to  and  publifhed :  In  this  the 
Commons  aflcrt,  that  the  fealing  up  the  cham- 
bers, ftudies,  and  trunks  of  the  accufed  mem- 
bers, by  color  of  the  King's  warrant,  was  both, 
againft  the  privileges  of  parliament  and  the 
common  liberty  of  the  fubjedl;  that  the  pro- 
ceedings which  followed  were  againll  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  the  people:  "Whereupon, 
fays  the  declaration,  we  are  neccffitated  to  de- 
clare, that  any  perfon  who  fhall  arreft  Mr. 
Holies,  &c.  or  any  other  members  of  parlia- 
ment, by  color  of  warrant  ifTuing  from  the 
King  only,  is  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjedl,  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
and  a  public  enemy  to  the  commonwealth-, 
and  that  the  arrefting  the  faid  members,  or  any 
other  member  of  parliament,  by  any  warrant 
foever,  without  confent  of  that  houfe  whereof 
fuch  a  perfon  is  a  member,  is  againil,&c.  &c.  "^" 

*  The  declaration  farther  fets  forth.  That,  upon  feveral 
examinations,  it  did  fully  appear,  that  foidiers,  Papiils,  and 
others,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred,  armed  with  fvvords, 
piftols,  and  other  weapons,  attended  the  King  to  the  houfe 
of  Commons;  that  they  prefTed  up  to  the  door  of  the 
houfe,  thruft  away  the  door-keepers,  and  placed  themfelves 
between  the  door,  and  the  ordinary  attendants  on  his  ma- 
jeiiy  held  up  their  fwords  and  piftols,  and  cried,  "  I  am  a 
good  markfman,  I  can  hit  right  I  warrant  you  ;"  that 
they  would  not  fuffer  the  door  to  be  fhut,  according  to  the 
cuiiom  of  parliament,  and  affaulted  and  difarmed  feveral 
of  the  attendants  of  the  members ;  that  fo me  of  them  faid, 
"  When  comes  the  word  ?"  and  exprelTed  difcontent  that 
the  members  for  whom  they  came  were  not  to  be  found  ; 
on  being  demanded,  what  they  thought  their  company 
intended  to  h;ive  done  ?    they  anfwered,  **  Qu^ftionlefs,  in 

the 
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Annoi64i.      Xhc   houfc  of  Lords   began   the  bufinefs  of 
ment^ap'^*  the   day  with  voting,  that  it  was  fit  and  necef- 

point  them- 

guard,  the  pofture  we  were  fet,  if  the  word   had   been  given,  we 

ihould   have  fallen  upon  the  houfe  of   Commons,  and  have 
cut   all  their  throats."     On   all  this,  fays   the  declaratioi), 
we   are  of  opinion,  that  it   is  fufficiently    proved,  that  the 
coming  of  the  faid  foldiers,    Papifts,  and    others,  with  his 
majefty  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  on   Tuefday  laft,  being 
the  fourth  of  this  inllant  January,  was  to    tak6   away  fome 
of  the  members   of  the  faid  houfe  ;  and  if  they  fhould  have 
found  oppoiidon   or  denial,  then  to  have   fallen   upon  the 
faid  houfe  in    an    hoftile  manner  :  And    we  do  hereby  de- 
clare,   that  the  fame  was  a   traitorous  defign    againft    the 
King  and  parliament.     And  v/hereas  the   faid  Mr.   Holies, 
&c.  did,  with  the  approbation  of  the   houfe,  abfent   them- 
felves  from  its  fervice,  to  avoid   the   inconveniencies  whivch 
otherv/ife    apparently    might  have  happened;  fince    which 
time  a  printed  paper,  in  form  of  a   proclamation,   bearing 
date  the  lixth  day  of  this  inftant  January,  hath    iffued  out, 
for    the  apprehending    and    imprifoning   of  them,    therein 
fuggefting,    that,  through  the    confcience   of  their  guilt, 
they  were  not  willing  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  juftice;  we  do 
farther  declare,  that  the  faid  printed  paper    is    falfe,    fcan- 
dalous,  and  illegal ;  that,  notwithllanding  the   faid   paper, 
or  any  warrant  Lffiied  out,  or  any  other  matter  yet  appear- 
ing againft  them,  they  may  and  ought   to  attend  the   fer- 
vice of  the  faid   houfe  of  Commons,  and    the   committees 
now  on  foot ;  and  that  it  is  lawful   for  all   perfons  whatfo- 
ever   to  lodge,  harbor,  or  converfe  with  them ;  and  whofe- 
ever  fliall  be  queftioned  upon  the  fame  fhall  be  under  the 
protedlion  and  privilege  of  parliament.     And  we  do  farther 
declare,  that   the   publifhing  feveral  articles,  purporting  a 
form  of  a  charge  of  high-treafon   againft  lord  Kimbolton, 
Sec.  by  Sir  William  Kiiligrew,  Sir  William  Flemming,  and 
others  of  the   inns  of  court  or   elfewhere,   in  the  King's 
name,  is  a  high   breach  of  the   privilege  of  parliament,  a 
great  fcandal  to  his  majefty  and  his  government,  a  feditious 
aft  manifeftly  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  an  injury   and  dilhonor  to  the  faid  members, 
there  being  no  legal  charge  againft  them  ;  that  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament,  and  the    liberties  of  the   fubjedl,   fo 
violated,  cannot  be   fufficiently  vindicated,  unlefs   his  ma- 
jefty would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difcover  the   names   of 
thofe  perfons  who  advifcd  his  majefty  to  ifiue  out  warrants 
•for  fealing  the  chambers  and  ftudies  of  the  faid  members, 
&c."     After  affirming,  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  would 

not 
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faiy  to  have  a  ftrong  and  fufficient  guard  for  the  Anno  1641. 
fecurity    of   both    houfes.      On   receiving,    to 
their  petition  on  this  head,  an   anfwer,   that  the 
King   would  dired  the  lord-mayor  to  appoint 
two  hundred   men  out  of  the   trained-bands  of 
the  city,  under    the    command  of   the  earl  of 
Lindfey,  to  wait  on  both  houfes,  they  ordered 
Skippon,  an  officer  who   had   ferved  long  and 
with  great    reputation  in  the   Dutch  fervice,    a  clarendon's 
man    univerfally  efleemed  for  the    goodnefs    ofp/^jg^" 
his    morals,    who   had    been    appointed  by  the 
committee  ferjeant-major   of  the  trained-bands, 
to  attend  with  two  companies,  till  he  received 
diredions  to  the   contrary  *.     A  petition   from 

not  proteA  any  of  their  members  in  any  criminal  a£l  which 
fliould  be  in  due  manner  profecuted'  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment, the  declaration  finifhes  with  a  threatening  claufe 
againfl  evil  counfellors,  and  thofe  who  ihould  endeavor  to 
maintain  divilipn  between  the  King  and  parliament.  Oa 
this  fubjed  the  Commons  afterwards  paffed  the  follovving 
refolutions :  That  all  privy-counfellors  and  great  officers 
of  ftate  fhoald  be  removed  for  the  prefent,  except  fuch  as 
had  offices  by  inheritance ;  that  the  King  /hoCild  be  delired 
to  receive  only  fach  to  be  counfellors  and  great  officers  of 
ftate  as  fliould  be  recommended  to  him  by  parliament; 
that  fuch  counfellors  and  officers  of  ftate,  whofe  names 
Ihould  be  prefented  by  both  houfes,  jlheuld  not  have  accefs 
to  the  perfons  and  courts  of  the  King  and  queen.  The 
perfons  particularly  excepted  agalnft  at  this  time  were,  the 
lord  Digby,  William  Murray  (of  the  bed-chamber).  En-  . 
dymion  Porter,  William  Crofts,  and  Sir  John  Wintour 
(fecretary    to    the    queen).      Pari,  Hiji,   vol.    X.   p.  208, 

*  It  v/as  ordered  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  That  the 
iherifts  of  London  and  Middlefex  for  the  time  being  fhould 
ilfae  out  warrants  to  raife  as  many  of  the  trained-bands  as 
ferjeant-major  Skippon  ftiould  give  orders  for;  that  the 
fame  ferjeant-major  Skippon  fhould  have  power  to  a6l  on 
the  ofFenfive  and  defenlive,  in  cafe  of  violence,  to  beat  up 
drum,  arid  raife  not  only  trained- bands,  but  volunteers  ; 
that  he  ftiould  command  tjiefe;  and  the  Chamber  of  Lon- 
don 
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Anno  7641.  the  county  of  Buckingham,  offering  affiftance 
fromThein-to  defend  the  privileges  of  parliament,  and 
habitants  of  praying  that  the  Lords  would  co-operate  with 
sLksT^^  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  perfecting  the  necef- 
fary  work  of  reformation,  bringing  delinquents 
to  punifhment,  fpeedily  relieving  Ireland,  and 
<  fortifying    the  privileges    of  parliament    from 

future  attempts,  and  putting  the  kingdom  into 
a  poflure  of  defence,  this  day  prefented  to  the 
upper  houfe,  was  brought  up  by  four  thoufand 
knights,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders,  every  one 
wearing  a  printed  copy  of  the  proteftation  in 
his  hat.  At  the  fame  time  when  they  addreffed 
the  parliament,  they  petitioned  the  King,  that 
Mr.  Hamden  and  the  reft  of  the  accufed  mem- 
bers might  enjoy  their  juft  privileges.  "  They 
conceived,  they  faid,  that  the  rights  of  parlia- 
ment, to  the  maintenance  of  which  they  were 
bound  by  their  proteftation,  were  much  injured 
by  the  treatment  of  thefe  gentlemen,  in  whofe 
foul  accufation  the  judgment  of  their  electors 
was  wounded*." 

don  ftiould  iflue  out  ammunition  of  all  forts  in  fuch  pro- 
portion as  he  Ihould  dire(El.  "Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II. 
p.  382. 

*  Mr.  Hamden  was  knight  of  the  ftiire  for  the  county 
of  Buckingham.  The  petitioners  tendered  their  fervice  to 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  prayed,  that  Popifti  lords,  and 
bifhops,  might  be  forthwith  outed  the  houfe  of  Peers. 
The  Commons  gave  them  their  particular  thanks ;  affured 
them  that  they  would  fpend  their  lives  and  fortunes  in 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubje6l :  they  were  at  prefent 
fufficiently  fecured  by  the  great  care  of  the  city  ;  but  if 
occafion  required  their  affiftance,  they  Ihould  have  timely 
notice.  The  gentlemen  and  others  of  the  county  of  EiTex 
addrefled  the  Lords  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  the  fam.e 
purport,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Buckinghamfhire.  Petitions 
from  the  county  of  Devon,  the  county  of  Kent,  Suffolk, 
and  the  city  of  Exon,  were  likewife  delivered  to  both 
houfes.  Echard,  p.  522.  NalfoHy  vol.  II.  p.  840.  Journals 
0/  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  391,  420,  423. 
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The  lord  Kimbolton  entreated  the  Lords  not  Anno  1641, 
to  permit  him  to  lie  under  a  charge  which 
concerned  his  life,  hh  eftate,  and  his  honor, 
but  that  they  would  command  the  attorney- 
general  to  profecute  the  accufation  againft  him  ; 
he  was  ready  to  anfwer.  On  this  requell,  the 
attorney-general  was  commanded  to  declare 
what  he  knew  concerning  the  profecution.  He, 
after  having  excufed  himfeif,  on  the  exprefs 
command  of  the  King,  for  the  part  he  had 
a6led  in  this  bufinefs,  faid,  "  He  did  not  yet 
know  what  courfe  the  King  intended  to  take." 
The  next  day,  the  houfe  received  the  follow- 
ing meiTage :  "  That  his  majefty  taking  notice 
that  feme  think  it  difputable  whether  his  pro- 
ceedings had  been  legal,  and  agreeable  to  the 
privileges   of  parliament;  and     being  very  de- 

iirous  to  g-ive  fatisfa6tion  to  all  men  in   all  mat- 
.    ^  ... 

ters  which  may  feem  to  have    relation  to  privi- 

'lege,  is  pleafed  to  v/ave  his  former. proceedings  ; 
and  all  doubts  being  by  this  means  fettled, 
v^^hen  the  minds  of  men  are  compofed,  he  in- 
tends to  proceed  therein  in  an  unqueilionable 
way  ;  and  alTures  his  parliament,  that  he  will  be 
as  careful  of  their  privileges  as  of  his   life  and 


crown." 


The  attention  of  the  Commons  was  engroffed  The  pariia- 
by  a   very   important   obje6t.     The    arms    and  J]Jg*''^J^^j;"'*^ 
ammunition  of  the  late  army  had   been,  by  the  and  gamfon 
King's  command,  laid   up  in  the  town  of  Hull.  ofHuU. 
Previous  to    the    attempt    of   feizing   the  five 
members,  he  had  fent  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  a 
man  of  great  property  and  intereil  in  the  county 
(and  who,  in   the    ftyle    of  the    times,  v/as   an 
inveterate    malignant  *),    down  with   a  private 

.  *  He  was  to  have  had  the^  command  of  the  army  which 
was  deligned  to  bs  brought  up  to  awe  the  parliament. 

Vol.  Ill,  M  commifTion 
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Amo  1641.  commiflion  to  be  governor,  and  to  draw  into 
the  town  as  many  of  the  county,  who  were  of 
the  fame  ftamp,  as  fhould  be  neceffary  to  guard 

«  ,  TT-A    the  place.     Captain  Lesr,  who  had    been    deep 

Pari.  Hift.     .         r  r  J     ^  J         I     -1 

Vol.  X.  p.   in  the  army  plot,  and  was  now  under  bail,  was 
^^^*  to  have  the  charge  of  the  town  and  the  am  mu- 

nition ;  and  directions  were  given  him    to  draw 
in  as  many  of  the  trained-bands   as   he   could. 
Naifon,      This  coming   to  the  knowledge  of  the  parlia- 
voi.  ii.p.    nient,  the  lords  who  were  bail  for  captain  Leg 
^  *  were  ordered  to  bring  him  in.     The    earl  of 

Newcaftle  was  fent  for  by  the  Peers  to  attend 
his  duty  in  the  houfe ;  and  matters  being,  as 
Clarendon  fays,  not  ripe  enough  for  adlion,  he 
was  commanded  by  the  King  to  obey  the  fum- 
mons.  The  Commons  took  the  alarm;  and 
fent  to  the  Lords  to  inform  them,  that  there  was 
at  Hull  a  magazine  of  the  King's,  with  arms 
for  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and  proportionable 
ammunition ;  that  no  great  ftrength  was  in  the 
town  ;  and  that  the  country  about  was  full  of 
Papifts  :  therefore  the  Commons  defired  their 
lordlhips  would  join  with  them  in  an  order, 
that  fome  companies  of  the  trained-bands  be 
immediately  put  into  the  town,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  John  Hotham  *,  who  had  the  care 
of  that  place  by  patent  from  the  King.  The 
Lords  immediately  agreed  to  this  requell,  with 
the  following  addition  :  "  That  Sir  John  Hotham 
fhall  not  deliver  up  the  town  of  Hull,  the  ma- 
gazine, or  any  part  thereof,  without  the  King's 

*  The  Commons  had  before  Ihevvn  fymptoms  of  jealoufy 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  had  made  fruitlefs  attempts  to  remove 
the  ammunition  at  Hull  to  the  Tower  of  London.  Naifon^ 
vol.  11.  p.  447,  643. 

7  authority. 
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authority,  fignified   to  him   by  the    Lords   and  -^"^^o  ^^^.i^ 
Corrimons  now  aflembled  in  parliament  J. 

Diilruft,  jealoufy,  and  fear,  equally  poiTefTed  The  pariia- 
both    houfes.      Informations    were    continually  5^^"^,-^"^' 
given   in    of  concealed   arms,  infurredions,  in-  ^"'"s  of  dif- 
tended    airaffinations  :    one    Francis   Moor,  an  ^"  ' 
Italian,  had  overheard  a  difcourfe  in   which  the 
earls  of  Northumberland,  EfTex,  Plollandj  Pem- 
broke, and  Leiceiter,  were  doomed  to  (laughter. 
A  bill,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  might  ad- 
journ themfelves  refpcdively   to  any  place,  was 
brought  up  by  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  read  three 
times  in  the  houie  of  Lords  the  fame  day,  and 
paiTed    without    contradiction*.      A    common 
terror  effedted  a  perfect  conformity  of  a6i:ion  in 
both  houfes.     Information   having    been  given, 
that  ammunition  and  provifion  in  great  quantity 
had  been  carried  out  and  into  the   Tower,  the 
LrOirds  joined  with  the  requeft  of  the  Commons 
in  paffing  an  order,  that  a  convenient   guard, 

t  The  fheriffs  of  London  were  thanked  by  the  houfe  of 
Commons  for  the  love  the  city  had  expreiled  to  the  parlia- 
ment. The  land  and  fea-oilicers  who  conduced  the  com- 
mittee to  Weftminfter,  received  the  fame  compliment ; 
and  a  refolution  paiTed  both  houfes,  to  juftify  all  thofe 
who  were  aftive  in  the  guard  and  defence  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  to  vindicate  Skippon's  accepting  the  office  of 
ferjeant-major-general  of  the  forces  of  London.  The 
proteiiation  was  again  recommended  to  be  univerfally  taken  i 
and  it  was  ordered,  that  a  fufficicut  number  of  declara- 
tions ihould  be  printed,  and  fent  down  to  the  feveral 
counties.  Nalfon,  vol.  \\.  p.  838.  Journals  of  the  Commom, 
vol.  IL  p.  389,  390. 

*  An  order  paffed  the  lower  houfe,  that  an  additional 
lock  fhould  be  fet  upon  the  door  under  the  flairs  ;  that  it 
ftiould  be  fearched  every  morning;  that  itihoqld  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  fearch  about  the  houfes  and 
places  near  the  parliament-houfe,  to  take  daily  care  that 
they  be  fafe  guarded,  and  kept  fecure,  Nalfony  vol.  IL 
p.  8|6. 
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Anno  1641.  both  by  land  and  water,  lliould  be  put  round  it, 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Skippon  ; 
and  that  the  earl  of  Newport  (mafter  of  the 
ordnance),  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  the 
under-ofiiccrs,  fliould  not  fuffer  any  ordnance  or 
ammunition  to  be  carried  out  of  it  without  the 
King's  authority,  fignified  by  both  houfes  of 
parliament.  Sir  John  Byron  being  fent  for  on 
the  occafion  of  giving  out  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, on  the  fourth  of  January,  refufed  to  attend, 
on  the  excufe  that  he  had  an  order  from  the 
King  not  to  flir  out  of  the  Tower.  He  was 
again  commanded  to  come,  on  his  peril  *  ;  the 
fecond  fummons  he  obeyed :  After  having  an- 
fwered  thofe  queftions  which  were  put  to  him, 
and  kneeled  at  the  bar  of  both  houfes  for  his 
contempt  to  their  firft  order,  he  was  difmifTed 
without  farther  cenfure.  Information  was  given, 
that  the  lord  Digby,  colonel  Lunsford,  and  the 
other  difbanded  officers,  who  had  formed  the 
King's  guard  during  his  refidence  at  Whitehall, 
and  had  attended  him  in  his  expedition  againft 
the  parliament,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
horfe,  had  appeared  in  warlike  array  at  Kingfton 
in  Surry,  where  the  magazine  of  arms  for  the 
county  lay ;  that  two  cart-loads  of  ammunition 
were  going  to  them,  and  the  whole  convoy  was 
fuppofed  to  be   bound  for  Portfmouth  f .     On 

*  The  Lords  aflerted  on  this  occafion,  that  the  King's 
command  was  always  fuppofed  to  be  implied  in  an  order  ©f 
their  houfe.     Pari.  Hifi.  vol.  X.  p.  201. 

f  Some  great  faddles,  which  were  going  at  the  fame 
time  to  Kingfton,  were  feized  by  order  of  the  Commons. 
Mr.  Bagfhaw,  member  of  the  lower  houfe,  gave  informa- 
tion, that,  the  preceding  night,  he  faw  at  Windfor,  where 
the  court  then  was,  troops  of  horfe  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred  ;  that  there  came  a  waggon  laden  with  ammuni- 
tion thither ;  and  that  a  meflenger,  with  another  waggon 

of 


C    H    A    R    L    E    S      1.  165 

this  it  was  ordered,  that  the  fherifFs,  calling  to  Annoi64i,. 
their  aflillance  the  trained-bands  of  the  feveral 
counties  of  England  and  Wales,  fhould  fupprefs 
all  unlawful  affeniblies  gathered  together  for  the 
dillurbance  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
that  they  take  care  to  fecure  their  counties  and 
magazines.  Orders  were  given,  that  the  trained- 
bands  of  SufTex  and  Hampihire  Ihould  be  fent 
to  fupprefs  lord  Digby's  party,  and  to  prevent 
the  carrying  arms  and  ammunition  to  Portf- 
mouth.  The  fame  injunctions  were  given  to 
colonel  Goring,  governor  of  this  town,  as  had 
been  given  to  Sir  John  Hotham  ;  viz.  That  he 
fhould  not  deliver  up  the  town,  or  receive  any 
forces  into  it,  but  by  his  majeily's  authority, 
fignified  by  both  houfes  of  parliament.  The 
Lords  fent  an  exprefs  order  to  lord  Digby  to  give 
his  attendance  on  the  houfe  ;  but  he,  knowing 
the  parliament  had  received  intimation  that  he 
had  been  deeply  concerned  in  the  late  attack  on 
their  privileges,  thought  it  prudent  to  fly  the 
kingdom. 

The  Scots,  confidering  the  King's  profecution  The  Scotch 
of  the  fix  members  as  an  attempt   to   invalidate  nel^Tntereft 
the  articles  of  peace,  took   the    alarm.     Their  themfeives 
commiflioners  mterefted  themfelves  fo  far  in  the  reibelwTen" 
quarrel  between  the  Kino^  and  his  Englifh  parlia-  theKmgand 

^rjL'  ..•^-  -L-u^i  parliament. 

ment  as  to  lend  him  a  petition,  in  which  they 
offered  their  endeavors  for  the  compofing  the 
differences  of  both  kingdoms.     They  faid,  they 

of  the  fame  lading,  went  from  thence  to  Portfmouth.  On 
this  an  order  paffed  both  houfes,  that  ferjeant-major  Skip- 
pon  fhould  appoint  ten  horfemen  to  be  employed  as  fcouts, 
to  give  intelligence  if  any  forces  did  approach  the  city  ; 
and  alfo  to  appoint  boats  and  fmall  veffels  to  be  upon  the 
river  for  the  like  fervice.  Rup-voorthy  vol.  IV.  p.  496, 
IS  feq.  Nalfon,  VoL  II.  p.  859.  Journals  of  the  Commons, 
vol.  II.  p.  380. 

M  2  v^txQ, 
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Anno  1641.  were  bound  to  maintain  the  peace  and  liberties 
of  each  other,  as  the  alTured  means  of  the  fafety 
and   prefervation   of  their   own;  that  they,   his 
majefty's  commiflloners  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, found  themfelves   warranted  and  obliged 
to  labor  to  keep  a  right  underftanding   between 
him  and    his  people,  to  confirm  the   brotherly 
affection  between  the  two  nations,  and  to  advance 
the  unity  by  all  fuch  ways  as  fliould  promote  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  peace  of  the  church.  They 
were  forry  and  grieved  to  behold  the  diftra6tions 
which  encreafed  daily  between  him  and  his  peo-^ 
pie ;    diftradlions    which,  they  conceived,  were 
entertained  by  the  wicked  plots  and  practices  of 
Papifts,  prelates,  and  their  adherents,  whofe  aim 
had  been  not  only  to  prevent  all  farther  reforma- 
tion, but  to  fubvert  the  purity  and  truth  of  re- 
ligion in  all  his  kingdoms.    They  befeeched  him 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  found  and  faithful  advice 
'  of  the  honorable  houfes  of  parliament,  and  to 
repofe  thereupon  as  the  only  affured  and  happy 
means  to  eftablilli  the   profperity  and  quiet  of 
England,  and  prevent   thofe  apprehenfions    of 
fear  which  might  poiTefs  the  fubjeds  of  his  other 
kingdoms,  if  they  jfhould  conceive  the  authority 
-     of  parliament,  and  the   rights  and  liberties   of 
his  fubjedts,   called   in   queftion.     An  offer  of 
mediation,  exprelTed  in  the  like  terms,  was  fent 
by  the  Scotch  commifTioners  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  with  a  copy  of  the  petition  they  had 
fent  the  King.  The  parliament  gave  them  thanks 
for  the  advice  they  had  given  -,  and  aifured  them, 
they  were  much  fatisfied  with  the  large  teflimony 
of  fidelity  they  had  fhewn  his  majefly,  and  af- 
fe6lion  to  the  ftate  *.     The  freedom  of  this  un- 

*  It  was  ordered  by  thehoufe  of  Commons,  that  the  citi- 
zens who  ferved  for  the  city  of  London  (hould  take  care 
that  the  Scotch  commifTioners  paid  nothing  for  their  houfe- 

rent 
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expedled  expoftulation   filled   Charles   with  the  Anno  1641 
I  utmoft  indignation  :  he  fent  a  melTage  of  reproof 
to  the  cominiiTioners,  and  a  letter  of  complaint 
to  the  earl  of  Lanerick,  his  fecretary   for  Scot* 
land.     He  defired  him     to   remember  the  ex- 
preffions  which  the  Scots   ufed  to  him  when  he 
was  among  them  :  that   they  would    hazard  life 
and  fortune  for  the  maintenance  of  his  temporal 
power;  and  even  in  matters  ecclefiaftical,  though 
they  wifhed  uniformity,  they  would  not  intereft 
themfelves  farther  than  Ihould  be  with  his  know- 
ledge and   good  liking :  he    did    conceive,  the 
commiflion  granted  by    him  in   parliament  was 
for  finifhing  the  remainder  of  the  treaty,  fettling 
trade  and    commerce,  and   keeping  a  right  un- 
derflanding   between   the  two  nations,  not  be- 
tween him  and  his  parliament  :  it  is    true,  they 
were  to  receive  their  inftru6lions  from  the  coun- 
cil; but  he   thought   thofe   inftrudions   were  to 
have  been  limited  to  thefe  generals,  which  could 
never  reach  to  this  particular,  but  in  fo  far  as  he 
fhould  know  and  approve ;  w^hich  he  conceived 
to  be  the  only  means  to  preferve  the  happy  un- 
derftanding  now  eftablifhed  between  him  and  his 
native  kingdom.     He  defired  a  duplicate  of  all 
the  inftrudlions  which  had  been  given,  or  jQiould 
hereafter  be  given,  to  the  commilTioners ;  and, 
in  cafe  there  fhould  arife  any  difpute  between  him 
and  his  parliament  about  the  nomination  of  of- 
ficers, he  defired  the  Scots  to  remember  on  what 
grounds  he  was  induced  to  yield  in  this  particular 
to  his  fubje(5ls   of  Scotland;  viz.    his  necefTary 
abfence  from  that  his  native  kingdom  :  and  that 
they   often  did  promife  him,  in   private,  when 

rent  and  furniture  ;  the  houfe  would  take  care  to  fee  it  fatif- 
iied.     journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  384.. 

M  4  occafion 
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Anno  1641.  occafion   fhould  offer,  to  declare   that  England 
ought  not  to  urge  it  as  a  precedent  for  them  *. 

The  iieps    hitherto   taken  by  the  parliament, 

were  but  preparatory  to  the  putting  themfelves 

into  that  flate  of  defence,  which  every  meafure 

of  the  King,    fince  the   accufation  of  the   fix 

The  Com-  niembers,  rendered    neceifary.     The  Commons 

new  at-      Called  for  the  bill  for  fettling  the  militia,  which 

w^ft  the**    had  lain  long  in  their  houfe  :  it  now  palTed  with- 

powerover   out  oppofition,    with   thc   following   addition  ; 

fL"tie''    "  That  all   the  forts,    callles,  and  garrifons  of 

King,  and    the  kingdom  fhould    be  put  into  fuch  hands  as 

cLra\ion  for  ^hc  parliament  could  confide  in."    A  declaration, 

putting  the  in  the   name   of  both   houfes,  for   putting   the 

to  a^poftlirT  kingdom  into  a  pofture  of  defence  palTing  the 

ot  defence.   Commons,  was   publilhed  J  though   it  was   not 

vol.  iLp.    agreed  to  by  the  Lords  f. 

850,  &  ieq; 

*  In  the  poftfcript  to  this  letter,  the  King  tells  the  fecre- 
tary,  that  he  had  ordered  the  bearer  to  inform  him  fome 
things  he  did  not  think  fit  to  write.  The  contents  of  this 
letter  explain  clearly  the  motives  of  the  King's  concefiions 
to  the  Scots.  It  fhews  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  great  dupe 
to  his  fchemes  of  deceiving.  The  Scots  could  never  fecure 
the  privileges  they  had  obtained,  either  civil  or  ecclefiaftical, 
but  by  reducing  the  King's  authority  in  England  to  the 
fame  ftandard  to  which  it  had  been  reduced  in  Scotland. 

f  It  fet  forth,  that  the  Papifts  and  others  ill-aiFe£led,  by  ma- 
ny wicked  and  traitorous  defigns,  which  had  been  enumerated 
in  a  remonftrance  of  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  havino-  plotted 
the  confulion  of  the  Hate  and  government,  and  to  bring  this 
kingdom  into  the  like  miferable  condition  with  that  of  Ire- 
land, to  the  end  they  might  eiied  their  purpofe  for  the  utter 
deilrudlion  of  the  reformed  religion,  had  and  did  continue 
to  raife  diflraclions  by  high  breaches  of  parliament;  fuch  as 
reforting  in  numbers  to  the  very  doors  of  the  houfe,  intend- 
ing, as  by  divers  examinations  clearly  appeared,  to  fall  upon 
the  members ;  whereby  the  parliament  might  have  been  in- 
volved in  blood  and  confufion,  the  relief  of  the  Irilh  Pro- 
teilants  prevented,  and  an  evident  and  fpeedy  way  opened 
to  the  ruin  of  religion  and  the  kingdom  :  That  they  Itili 
perfifted  in  their  wicked  and  traitorous  courfes,  confederat- 
8  ing 
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The  Commons,  who  had  before  moved  the  Anno  1641, 
Lords  to  join  with  them  in  means  for  the 
removal  of  Sir  John  Byron,  renewed  their  re- 
queft,  alleging  Sir  John  Byron's  difobedience  to 
the  fummons  of  both  houfes  as  a  fufficient 
ground  for  diftruft  :  That  the  great  difcontent 
of  the  city,  on  his  being  continued  in  that  im- 
portant poft,  produced  ill  effedls ;  the  mer^ 
chants  began  to 'draw  their  bullion  out  of  the 
mint,  and  had  written  to  their  factors  to  fend 
no  more.  The  demand  of  the  Commons  was 
feconded  by  a  petition  from  feveral  merchants 

ing  themfelves  with  flrangers,  inftigating  foreign  princes  to 
join  their  counfels,  had  made  great  preparation  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  victuals ;  and  had  enrolled  themfelves 
under  the  command  of  perfons  fit  for  the  execution  of  their 
wicked  defigns  :  That  they  had  prevailed  (o  far  as  to  have 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  other  places  of  eminent  ftrength, 
put  into  the  hands  of  fuch  perfons  as  the  parliament  had 
juft  caufe  to  fufpedl  would  adhere  to  them.  This  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  as  watchmen  trufted  for  the  welfare  of  the 
King,  church,  and  Hate,  and  laboring  by  all  fit  m^eans  to 
prevent  fuch  threatening  dangers  to  the  King's  perfon,  the 
religion,  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes  of  his  people,  did 
think  good  to  advertife  to  his  majefty's  fubjefls  of  the  re- 
formed Proteftant  religion ;  declaring,  that  they  think  it 
advifeable  that,  with  all  expedition,  they  put  themfelves  in 
a  pofture  of  defence,  to  provide  fit  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
and  to  be  ready,  on  all  occalions,  to  defend  their  feveral 
counties  from  domeflic  infurredions,  or  foreign  invafions : 
And  that  the  (herifFs,  juftices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  and 
head-officers,  within  their  feveral  liberties,  did  take  care 
that  their  magazines  of  powder,  arms,  and  other  ammuni- 
tion, be  completely  furnifhed ;  and  that  they  caufe  flrong 
guards  and  watches  to  be  fet  in  convenient  places,  to  fecure 
themfelves ;  and  for  the  apprehending  fuch  perfons  as  they 
Ihall  have  juft  caufe  to  fufpedl ;  and  if,  upon  examination, 
any  grounds  of  danger  fnall  appear,  to  give  notice  to  the 
parliament ;  and  that  all  officers  do  take  care  that  no  fol- 
diers,  arms,  or  ammunition,  be  raifed  or  levied,  nor  any 
caftles,  forts,  or  magazines  delivered  up,  without  his  ma- 
jelly's  authority,  fignified  by  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

and 
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Anno  1641.  and  goldfmiths :  But,  on  the  queftion  being  put, 
whether  the  Lords  fhould  join  with  the   lower 
houfe  in  a  petition  for  the  removal   of  Sir  John 
Byron,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  ^, 
Theparh'a-       The  King  not  giving  his  confent  to   the  bill 
j^u?nand*^'  ^^^  ^^^    parliament's    adjourning    itfelf  to   the 
appoint  a     placc  they  fhould  judge  moil  convenient,  a  corn- 
to  nt^at  ^^    mittee  of  Lords  and  Commons  were  appointed 
Grocer's-     to  mcct  at  Groccr's-hall  in  London,  to  confider 

hall  with  artrr  rii*i  i  ••1  f 

guard.  or  the  iarety  or  the  kingdom,  the  privilege  or 
Jan.  20.  parliament,  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  concern- 
ing fettling  the  prefent  didemper.'j.  Serjeant- 
major  Skippon  and  the  trained-bands  were  ap- 
pointed to  guard  the  committee,  and  both  houfes 
adjourned  to  January  the  twenty-fourth +. 

Whilfl  the  fons  of  Liberty  were  thus  triumph- 
ing in  the  capital,  the  King  continued,  for  ibme 
time,  in  a  dejefted  condition  at  Windfor,  fallen 
from  a  height  of  dreaded  greatnefs  to  a  flate  which 
excited  the  pity  of  his  friends  and  contempt  of  his 
enemies  ♦,  his  creatures  and  partizans,  who  before 
.  ^         the  lafl  fatal  meafure  had  begun  to  triumph  over 

*  Agalnft  this  negative  the  following  peers  entered  their 
protell:  Earls  of  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Pembroke, 
Leicefter,  Sarum,  Warwick,  Holland,  Bolingbroke,  Stamford; 
vifcount  Say  and  Seale ;  Lords  Wharton,  Paget,  North, 
Hunfdon,  Willoughby  de  Parham,  Spencer,  St.  John, 
Brooke,  Roberts,  Grey  de  Werk,  Newnham,  Howard  de 
ElVIck.     Pari.  Hi/,  vol.  X.  p.  218. 

f  The  King  having  again  fent  to  the  earls  cf  EfTex  and 
.Holland  to  attend  him,  they  acquainted  the  houfe  of  Lords 
with  the  command,  and  defired  to  know  their  pleafure  :  It 
was  refolved,  that  their  abfence  could  not  bs  difpenfed  with 
in  refpe£l  of  the  urgent  affairs  then  depending.  On  this  the 
two  earls  fent  a  melfage  to  the  King,  that,  in  obedience  to 
his  writ,  they  were  obliged  to  affift  in  parliament :  and  their 
attendance  there,  about  the  high  affairs  of  the  realm,  was 
truer  fervice  to  his  majelly,  than  any  they  could  do  him  at 
Hampton  Court.-    Pari.  Hift.  vol.  X.  p.  224. 

oppofition. 
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oppofition,  hardly  daring  to  avow  the  attachment  Annoir4i. 
they  flill  retained  for  his  fortunes.  Overwhehned 
with  grief  and  fname,  be  lamented  the  precipita- 
tion of  his  condufl ;  till,  roufed  from  this  ftate 
of  remorfe  by  the  a(^ivity  of  the  queen's  intrigu- 
ing fpirit,  he  entered  into  new  counfels,  to  reco- ?^^^pJ°^^ 
ver  his  power,  and  to  revenge  himfelf  on  his  ene-  King, 
mies.  It  was  at  firft  refolved,  that  the  queen 
fhould  fecure  Portfmouch  *  ;  and  that  the  King 
jQiould  take  polTefTion  of  the  town  of  Hull  ;  but, 
on  the  queen's  receiving  intimation  that  the  houfes 
intended  to  impeach  her  of  treafon,  it  was  con- 
cluded that,  under  pretence  of  conducting  her 
daughter,  the  princefs  Mary,  to  her  hufband,  fhe 
ihouid  herfeif  negotiate  the  preparatory  bufinefs 
to  raifmg  an  army  ;  viz.  to  pawn  her  own  jev/els, 
and  the  jewels  of  the  crown,  for  arms  and  mo-  ^^j^^^ 
ney  ;  and  folicit  the  alliftance  of  her  fon-:ln-law  p.  53. 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  other  foreign  (tates  : 
That  the  King  fhould  retire  to  the  North,  there 
afTemble  his  friends  and  adherents,  raife  levies, 
and  fecure  Hull,  with  the  magazine;  that  town 
aftordino;  a  p;ood  harbor  to  receive  auxiliaries  from 
abroad ;  and  that,  in  cafe  of  difappointm  ent,  he 
fhould  go  to  Ireland  :  That  the  King  fhould  pro- 
ceed flowly,  to  allow  time  for  negociation  ;  and, 
if  polTible,  to  bring  back  the  parliament  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty,  by  gentler  methods  than  l.brce  of 
arms :  That,  whilft  the  neceffary  prep  arations 
were  makiiog,  he  Ihould  endeavor  to  tem.porife  *. 
Purfuant.  to  this  plan,  a  meffage,  containing  the 

*  Clarendon  tells  ys,  that  Goring,  the  governor  of  Portf - 
mouth,  had  found  means  to  make  good  impreffions  again  in 
their  majefties  of  his  fidelity. 

*  Clarendon,  in  his  Liife,  fays.  That  this  concert  made 
with  the  queen  (hut  out  all!  pppofite  confultation.  Ciar.  Life, 
^oh  L  p.  112. 

following 
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Anno  1641.  following  propofition,  was  fent  to  the  Lords ; 
*'  That  they  would,  with  all  fpeed,  fall  into  fe- 
rious  confideration  of  all  thofe  particulars,  which 
they  fhould  hold  neceffary,  as  well  for  the  uphold- 
ing and  maintaining  his  majefty's  juft  and  regal 
authority,  and  for  the  fettling  his  revenue,  as  for 
the  prefent  and  future  eftablifhment  of  their  pri- 
vileges, the  free  and  quiet  enjoying  their  eflates 
and  fortunes,  the  liberties  of  their  perfons,  the 
fecurity  of  the  true  religion  now  profefTed  in  the 
church  of  England,  and  the  fettling  of  ceremo- 
nies in  fuch  a  manner  as  Ihould  take  away  all  juft 
offence.  Which  when  they  had  digefted  and  com- 
pofed  into  one  entire  body,  that  fo  his  majefty 
and  themfelves  might  be  able  to  make  the  more 
clear  judgment  of  them,  it  fhould  then  appear, 
by  what  his  majefty  fliould  do,  how  far  he  had 
been  from  intending  and  defigning  any  of  thofe 
things,  which  the  too  great  fears  and  jealou- 
fies  of  fome  perfons  apprehended  ;  and  how  ready 
he  would  be  to  exceed  the  greateft  examples  of 
the  moft  indulgent  princes  in  their  a6ls  of  grace 
and  favor  to  their  people." 

Though  there  is  fomething  in  the  ftyle  of  this 
meffage  princely  to  a  ridiculous  degree,  conftder- 
ing  the  low  ftate  into  which  the  King,  by  his  im- 
prudence, was  fallen,  yet  the  Lords  received  it 
with  tranfport  -,  and,  after  having  communicated 
it  to  the  Commons,  with  the  following  preface. 
That  they  had  received  a  meffage  from  his  ma- 
jefty which  filled  their  hearts  full  of  joy  and  com- 
fort, they  fent  their  moft  humble  thanks  to  the 
King  for  his  propofition,  exprefTive  of  much  grace 
and  favor  to  his  fubjeds  ;  which  they  fhould  take 
into  fuch  fpeedy  and  ferious  confideration,  as  its 
importance  did  require.    The  concurrence  of  the 

Commons 
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Commons  was  defired  to  this  meflage  of  thanks- :  Anno  1641. 
But,  inftead  of  an  anfwer,  a  conference  was  de- 
manded by  that  houfe,  concerning  the  fecurity  of 
the  town  of  Hull  *. 

The  Commons,  more  wary  than  the  Lords,  Caution  .f 
immediately  fathomed  the  depth  of  the  King's  mons.'''^' 
policy  :  That  he  wanted  to  find  the  parliament 
an  employment  of  fuch  confequence  as  fhould  en- 
grofs  their  whole  attention,  whilft  he  was  making 
preparations  to  enable  him  to  vindicate  his  own 
terms  :  that  he  wanted  to  difcover  and  expofe  the 
utmoft  views  of  the  party :  That  he  wanted  to 
make  the  people  believe  he  was  willing  to  confent 
to  whatever  fhould  be  productive  of  a  perfect 
reconciliation  between  him  and  his  parliament ; 
at  the  fame  time  when  the  general  expreflion  of 
the  propofition  bound  him  to  no  particular  obli- 
gation, and  left  him  always  mafter  of  the  terms 
of  accommodation  The  Commons  propofed  to 
the  Peers  the  following  addition  to  their  an- 
fwer ;  viz.  "  That  his  majefly  would  be  pleaf- 
cd  to  put  the  Tower  of  London,  with  all 
the  ports  and  militia  of  the  kingdom,  into  fuch 
hands  as  the  parliament  could  confide  in."  The 
Lords  denying  their  aifent  to  this  addition,  thirty- 


*  When  the  order  of  the  parliament  came  down  for  de- 
livering up  Hull,  and  its  magazines,  to  Sir  John  Hotham, 
the  mayor  fcrupled  to  obey,  on  account  of  the  King's  letter 
in  favor  of  the  earl  of  Newcaftle.  The  mayor  was  fummoned 
to  attend ;  and,  fubmitting  himfelf  to  the  dire6lions  of  par- 
liamfent.  Sir  John  Hotham  was  put  into  pofTeffion  of  the  com- 
mand of  Hull.  When  the  parliament  acquainted  the  King 
with  their  orders  concerning  Hull,  he  returned  anfwer, 
«*  That  he  had  formerly  confidered  the  fubjeft  of  their  fears, 
and  had  already  taken  fpecial  care  for  the  fecurity  of  that 
place," 

two 
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Annoi64i.  ^^q  peers  proteiled"^  ;  and  the  Commons  fent  up 
a  petition  in  their  own  nam'e  -f . 

No  lefs  cautious  and  determined  was  their  con^ 
dudt  in  the  bufmefs  of  their  violated  privileges, 
and  the  profecution  of  the  fix  members.  At  the 
requeft  of  the  parties,  the  parliament  petitioned 
the  King  to  declare  what  proofs  there  were  againft 
them,  that  they  might  be  fpeedily  proceeded 
againft  in  a  parliamentary  way.  The  King's  an- 
fwer  was  artful.  He  defired  the  parliament  to  re- 
folve,  whether  he  was  bound,  in  refped  of  privi- 
lege, to  proceed  againfl  the  members  by  im- 
peachment in  parliament  •,  or  whether  he  was 
at  liberty  to  prefer  an  indiclment  at  common 
law  ;  or  to  have  his  choice  of  either  ?  Thus  did 
he  evade  difcovering  to  the  public  the  principles 
on  w^hich  he  founded  his  charge  of  treafon  •,  and 
endeavored  to  bring  the  Commons  into  the  dif- 
ficulty either  of  refufing  what  carried  the  appear- 
ance of  juftice  and  moderation,  or  to  give  up  a 
point  of  Liberty,  in  fubmitting  to  be  tried  by 
the  Lords ;  or  to  truft  an  indiclment  at  law,  where 
the  rational  part  of  their  plea  would  be  over-ruled, 
viz.  That  it  was  the  King's  minifters  had  com- 
mitted treafon,  in  endeavoring  the  fubverfion  of 
the  conftitution  ;  in  changing,  by  a  tyrannical  ad- 
miniftration,    the  government  into  an  abfolute 

*  Earls  of  Efiex,  Warwick,  Pembroke,  Holland,  Stam- 
ford, Bedford,  Leicefter,  Clare,  Lincoln,  Sarum,  Bolingbrokej 
Peterborough,  Thanet,  Notingham ;  vifcounts  Say  and  Scale* 
Conway  ;  Lords  Paget,  Kimbolton,  Brooke,  Roberts,  Norths 
Whartonj  St.  John,  Spencer,  Newnham,  Willoughby,  Bruce,' 
Dacres,  Howard  de  Efrick,  Grey  de  Werk,  Chandois,  Hunf- 
don.      Pari.  Hijf,  vol.  X.  p.  233. 

f  In  this  petition  was  inferted,  That  the  Peers  having  re- 
fufed  to  join  with  them,  they  notwithftanding,  no  way  dif- 
courageel,  but  confiding  in  his  majefty's  p-oodnefs,  did  hum- 
bly befeech  him,  &c« 

monarchy; 
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monarchy ;  and  fubjedling  the  liberties  and  pro-  Anno  1641. 
perties  of  thefubjedl  to  arbitrary  will  and  plealbre: 
That  to  raife  forces,  and  oppofe  the  miniflers  of 
arbitrary  power,  was  not  levying  war  againft  the 
conftitutional  fovereign  ;  and  confequendy  not 
againft  the  political  charader  of  the  King  *.  The 
Commons  took  no  other  notice  of  this  requcft, 
than  averting,  that  it  was  the  undoubted  right 
and  privilege  of  parliament,  that  none  of  its  mem- 
bers could  be  proceeded  againft  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament  -,  and  again  folicited  the  King, 
that  they  might  be  called  to  a  legal  trial  f.  The 
King  then  offered  a  pardon;  but  the  Commons 
were  fo  far  from  acknowledging  this  as  an  adl  of 
grace,  that  they  fent  up  a  bill  to  the  Lords,  for 
clearing  and  vindicating  the  fix  members  from  a 
feigned  charge  of  high-treafon  J.  Sir  Edward 
Herbert,  the  attorney-general,  in  his  examination 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  having  declared 
that  he  could  not  undertake  to  make  one  tittle 
good  of  the  articles  with  which  he  had  charged 
them,  otherwife  than  his  mafter  fhould  command 
and  enable  him  ^,  they  impeached  him  of  high  "^^^  9*""* 

1         -ri  r         1         '  mons  im- 

crimes  and  miidemeanors,  tor  having,  contrary  peach  the 

King*s  at- 
torney. 

*  It  was  declared  lawful,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  eleventh  of 
Richard  II.  and  the  iirft  of  Henry  IV.  cap.  4,  to  raife  forces 
to  oppofe  the  minifiers  of  arbitrary  power.  Thefe  ftatutes 
were  enafted  within  thirty-four  years  after  the  ftatute  of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Edward  III. 

f  They  afTerted,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  fee  the 
evidence  and  proof  of  their  guilt,  before  they  could  give  di- 
rections for  the  manner  of  their  profecution  and  proceedings 
againft  them. 

X  This  bill  paffed  the  houfe  of  Lords.    Par/.  Hi/,  vol.  X. 

P-  330- 

§  On  ferjeant  Wild's  alking  him.  In  the  name  of  the  houfe 

of  Commons,  whether  he  had  any  proof  or  teftimony,  or  in- 
formation of  proof  of  the  articles,  he  deiired  to  be  excufed 
giving  a  prefent  anfvver.     Rufp-ujorih^  vol,  IV.  p.  4.89. 

to 
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Anno  1641.  tQ  j^js  Q^th,  and  the  duty  of  his  place,  falfely 
fcandaloufly,  and  malicioufly,  advifed  and  framed 
certain  articles  of  high-treafon  againft  the  lord 
Kimbolton,  &c.    "  That  the  faid  doings  of  his 
were  high  breaches  of  the  privileges  of  parliament. 
The  Lords   tending  to  fedition,  &c.*"     The  Lords   pafTed 
pafsfcntence  fhc  foUowittg  fentence  on  him  :  "  That  he  ftiould 
attorney?^ '  be  difabled,  and  made  incapable  of  being  a  mem- 
ber,  affiftant,  or  pleader,   in  either  houfe  of  par- 
liament ',  and  of  all  offices,  faving  that  of  attorney- 
general  :  That  he  fhould  be  committed   to  the 

*  On  the  commencement  of  this  profecution  the  King  fent 
a  letter  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  his  attorney,  who  had  a£l- 
ed,  he  faid,  in  obedience  to  his  commands  ;  a  duty  to  which 
he  was  bound  by  his  oath,  and  the  truft  he  had  repofed  in 
him  ;  and  had  he  refufed  obedience,  he  would  have  quellioned 
him  for  the  breach  of  his  oath,  duty,  and  place  :  but  now  that 
he  had  wholly  defifted  from  farther  proceedings  againft  the 
accufed,  he  had  commanded  his  attorney  to  drop  the  profe- 
cution, nor  to  produce  or  difcover  any  proofs  concerning  it. 
This  letter  was  highly  refented  by  the  Lords,  as  a  prelimiting 
their  judgment.  They  refufed  to  take  it  into  coniideration 
till  they  had  determined  the  bufinefs  againft  the  attorney. 
A  melTage  was  fent  to  the  Commons  to  inform  them  of  the 
letter;  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed,  if  they  would 
fend  a  committee  to  manage  the  evidence.  It  was  argued  by 
ferjeant  Wild,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  That  the  attorney-general  pleading  the  King's  command 
added  to  his  offence  ;  fince  he  could  not  but  know  that  the 
King's  command,  in  things  illegal,  was  utterly  fruftrate,  and 
of  no  efted  ;  if  againft  the  crown,  in  matter  of  intereft,  they 
were  merely  void,  quod  in  deceptione  regis  ;  if  againft  the  public 
weal,  they  were  ipfojure  'vacua;  much  more  in  matters  cri- 
minal, becaufe  no  aftion  lies  againft  him  :  That  the  attorney- 
general  had  aded  contrary  co  his  oath  ;  for  he  was  fworn  to 
the  King,  to  ilTue  out  his  writs  duly  and  truly,  and  give  him 
true  advice  according  to  law-  It  is  a  circumllance  worth  no- 
tice, that  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  in  his  defence  on  the  point  con- 
cerning the  privilege  of  parliament,  cited  but  three  prece- 
dents, to  juftify  the  legality  of  his  accufation  ;  two  of  them 
were  of  Charles's  adminiftration,  cafes  of  the  earls  of  Arundel 
and  Briftol ;  and  the  other  in  the  adminiftration  of  Richard  II, 
Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  34.7,  ^  /eg. 

Fleet, 
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Fleet,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe.  *"  The  Anno  1641. 
King,  in  general  terms,  offered  the  parliainent  a 
reafonable  reparation  of  their  privileges  ;  bat 
they  infilled  that  the  King  fhoiild  difcover  his  ad- 
vifers  in  that  illegal  meafure,  as  a  neceffary  part 
of  a  reafonable  reparation  f. 

Petitions  from  tfie  city  of  London,  Middlefex, 
Effex,  and  Hertfordfliire,  being  prefented  to  the 

*  Clarendon  is  guilty  of  two  falfe  mifreprefentaticns,  in. 
the  recital  of  this  bufinefs  ;  firfl:,  he  alleges   that  the  Com- 
mons, finding  the  Lords  had  afTigned  counfel  for  the  defence 
of  the  attorney-general,  threatened  thofe  who  fhould  prcfiirne 
to  undertake  the  taflc,  in  a  manner  which  terrified  the  counfel 
Jnto  a  pofitive  refafal  to  meddle  farther  in  the  bufinefs  ;  that 
the  Lords  imprifoned  Sir  Thomas  Bedingneid  and  Sir  Thomas 
Gardiner,  for  their  contempt,  in  refufmg  to  be  of  counfel  for 
the  attorney  on  their  affignment :   Secondly,  That  the  nega- 
tive prevailing  in  every  queftion  which  was  put  concerninor 
the  in Pii6ling  a  penalty  f:jr  the  attorney's  offence,   the  Com- 
mons exprelfed  fach  a  refentment  on  the  occafion,   that  the 
Lords,  contrary  to  the  rules  and  praftice  of  parliament,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  new  judgment.    In.   the  firll  cafe,   Sir  Thomas 
Bedingfield  and  Sir  Thomas  Gardiner  made  no  other  excuf^ 
for  not  pleading,  but  that  the  Lords  had  not  gi/cn  them  time 
enough  to  prepare,  when  the  contradidlory  commands  of  the 
two   noufes  would  have  been   a  very  undeniable  one  ;   and 
Mr.  Hearne  and  Mr.  Chute  did  adually  plead  for  the  attor- 
ney as  to  matter  of  fa6l.    In  the  fecond  cafe,  oa  the  fir'l  quef- 
tion which  was  put,  viz.  Whether,   upon  the  whole  matter, 
Mr.  Attorney  had  committed  a  crime  for  which  he  ought  to  be 
fentenced  by  that  houfe,  the  Lords  refolved  in  the  aliirmative  ; 
which  certainly  left  the  matter  open  for  the  fentence  which 
was  afiervvards  pronounced  againft  him.     Pari.  Hifi .  vol.  X. 
p.  353,   ^S  feq.    Claren.  Hiji.  vol.  L  p.  379,  Is  Jeq. 

t  This  demand  of  the  Commons  is  founded  on  the  ilatutes  of 
the  thirty-feventh  and  thirty-eighth  of  Edward  IIL  which  or- 
dains, '*  That  if  any  perfon  make  fuggeftion  to  the  King  of 
any  crime  committed  by  another,  he  is  to  be  fent  wic.i  his 
fuggeftion  to  the  chancellor,  or  keeper  of  the  great  feal,  the 
treafurer,  or  the  great  council,  there  to  find  furety  to  purfue 
his  fuggeftion  :  which,  if  he  cannot  prove,  he  is  to  be  impri- 
foned till  he  hath  fatisfied  the  party,  and  jr.ade  fine  and  ran- 
fom  to  the  King.     Statutts  at  Large. 

Vol.  IIL  N  Commons, 
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Annoi64i.  Commons,  they  appointed  Mr.  Pym  to  commii- 
Mr.  pym's  nicatc  them  in  a  conference  to  the  Lords.  His 
thrLorTs,  ipeech  on  the  occafion  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
on  the  ftate  moft  artful  performanccs  of  this  perfuafive  orator  ^ 
fai«.  ^^^'  who,  at  the  fame  time  he  convinced  the  iinder- 
ftanding,  knew  how  to  work  elfe6Liially  on  the 
pafiions  of  his  auditors.     "In  thefe  petitions  ^, 

*  The  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was  in  anfwer  to 
the  demand  of  the  loan  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds-.  It 
mentioned  twelve  objedlions,  to  the  complying  with  the  re- 
queft.    Among  thefe  were  the  non-payment  of  feveral  great 
fums   of   money    owed  to  them    by  debtors  in  Ireland  :   the 
brotherly  offers  of  Scotland   to  fend  ten  thoufand  men  into 
Ireland  not  yet  accepted  :  the  not  palling  the  bill  forprefiing 
foldiers,  which  put   men  in  fear  that  there  was  a  defign  to 
lofe  that  kingdom  and  confume  this;  feeing  that  it  could  not 
be  conceived  the  rebels  would  be  fupprefied  by  volunteers : 
the  flow  ilTuing  commiffions  to  thofe,  who  being  in  Ireland, 
or  going  thither,'   were  willing  to  enter  the  field  againfl  the 
rebels;    fo  that  all  the  fupplies  which  had  been  or  migh;  be 
fent  thither  were  exhaufted  to  maintain  forces  v.'hich  did  lit- 
tle or  nothing  worthy  of  them,  by  means  v.'hereof  the  num- 
ber and  pov/er  of  the  rebels  were  greatly  increafed;  divers 
caflles  and  towns  taken  ;  much  Proteflant  blood  daily  fpilt  ; 
the  malignant  party   here  encouraged,  and  thofe  rebels  fo 
much  emboldened,  that  they  boaft    they  will  extirpate  the 
Englifli  nation  there,  and  then  m.ake  England  the  feat  of 
v/ar :  the  not  difarming  Papifts   here  in  England:  the  great 
.  decays  of  fortifications,  &c.    the  not  placing  ihem  in  hands 
in  whom   the   parliament   can  confide :    the   not  fetting  the 
kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence  :  the  not  removing  the  pre- 
fent  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  putting  into  his  place  one 
well  approved  of  by  parliament :    the  King's  fhips,  which 
ought  to  be  a  wall  of  defence  to  the  kingdom,  not  fitted  and 
employed  as  the   prefent  condition  of  this  kingdom  and  Ire- 
land requires,  butfome  of  them  for  the  conveying  away  delin- 
quents, to  the  great  encouragement  of  the  reft  of  the  malig- 
nant party,  who,  when  detected,  knowhow  toefcape  juftice 
through   the  abufe  of  royal  con du ft;  ,the  mifunderftanding 
between  the  King  and  parliament:    the  not  vindicating  the 
privileges   of  parliament :    the  not  fupprefiing  proteftions  ; 
the  not  punifliing  delinquents :  the  not  executing  priefts  and 
Jefuits,   legally  condemned  ;    whilft  others,  contrary  to  the 
privilege  of  parliament,    had   been  illegally   charged  with 
treafon.     Thefe  evils ,  the  petitioners  faid,  had  fprung  from 

the 
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my  lords,  faid  he,  you  may  hear  the  voice,  or  ^""°  *^^^= 
father  the  cry  of  all  England  j    and  you  cannot 

the  employirrgil!  afFefted  perfons  in  placesof  truft  and  hondr 
in  the  ftate  :  and  were  continued  by  the  votes  of  bifhops  and 
pop ifti  lords  in  the  houfe  of  Peers.  They  huwbly  begged 
leave  to  proteft,  before  God  and  the  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment, that  if  any  farther  mifchief  befel  their  dear  brethren 
of  Ireland,  or  if  any  mifchief  broke  in  upon  this  kingdom, 
it  ou.r^ht  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  petitioners,  but  to  fuch  as 
fhotld  endeavor  to  hinder  the  efFeftual  cure  of  the  evils  before 
recited,  which  difabled  the  petitioners  from  doing  that  which 
was  defired  by  the  honorable  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

The  petition  from  the  county  of  EfTex  exprefTed  a  fear, 
that  there  was  an  entire  frop  of  reformation  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion :  that  the  whole  kingdom  was  in  danger  from  Papifts, 
and  other  ill-affecled  perfons,  who  were  every  where  vet-y  in- 
folent,  and  ready  to  aft  the  part  of  thofe  favage  blood- 
fuckers  in  Ireland. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hertford  exprefTed  their 
thanks  for  the  great  benefits  they  received  from  the  parlia- 
ment,   and    their  indignation    againft  that  malignant  party 
who  endeavored  to  prevent  a  thorough  reform.ation  in  church. 
and  fcate,  and  efpecially  the  relief  of  Ireland ;  who  attempted 
to  render  the  houfe  of  Commons    not  only  contemptible  but 
burthenfome  to  the  people.     The  petitioners  exprefTed  their 
high  efleem  of  that  affembly,  and  acknowledged  the  perfedl- 
ing  their  endeavors   to  be  fo  neceiTary  to  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  kingdom,  that  v*'ithout  it  there  would  not  only  be 
a  return  of  former  calamities,  but  utter  ruin  and  defolation. 
They  declared  their  readinefs  and  engagement,  according  to 
their  proteftation,  to  defend,  to  the  utmoft  peril  of  their  lives, 
the  King  and  the   high  court   of  parliament,    with  all  its 
power  and  privileges,    againft  pcpilh  and   other  malignant 
oppofers.  All  the  petitions  prayed  that  Papifts  might  be  fully 
difarmed,  and  the  laws   againft  them  executed,    the  kinr>-- 
dom  put  into  a  poilure  of  war,    and  its  forts  put  into  fuch 
hand^    as   the   parliament   could  confide   in,   the  privileges 
of  that  affembly  vindicated,    Ireland   fpeedily  relieved,  ths 
farther  puriilhment  of  delinquents,  the  farther  reforming  the 
church  and  commonwealth,    and  the  taking  away  the  votes 
of  popifli  lords  and  bifhops. 

In  the  petition  from  the  city  of  London,  the  petitioners 
complain,  that  withholding  from  them  the  fum  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  which  the  parliament  had  borrowed,  vv^as 
a  great  hindrance  to  trade.    If  this  was  the  cafe,  the  prefent 
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Anno  1641.  wonder  if  the  urgency,  the  extremity  of  our  con- 
dition, produce  feme  earneilnefs  and  vehemency 
of  expreflion  more  than  ordinary ;  the  agony, 
terror,  and  perplexity,  in  which  the  kingdom 
labors  is  univerfal.  All  parts  are  affedled  with  it." 
After  aflerting,  that  the  eminent  dangers  v/hich 
threatened  the  kingdom  arofe  from  the  evil  coun- 
fellors  about  the  King,  and  from  the  Papifts  and 
ill-affecSled,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  (up- 
ported  by  the  minifters  of  neighbor  princes  *, 
he  fhewed  that  the  apprehenfions  and  terrors  of 
the  public  proceeded  from  the  obflru6lion  of  re- 
formation in  matters  of  religion  •,  the  obftru6tion 
in  trade;  the  obilruftion  in  therelief  of  Ireland; 
the  obilru6lion  in  profecution  of  delinquents ; 
a  general  obftrudiion  and  interruption  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament  by  defigns  of  violence ; 
breaches  of  privilege,  and  the  fubtle  endeavors 
to  raife  parties  in  the  lower  houfe  ;  and  jealoufies 
between  the  two  houfes.  The  obftru6lion  in  pro- 
viding for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom;  the  evil 
influence  about  the  King,  Mr.  Fym  faid,  had 
been  the  caufe  of  the  preparation  of  the  v/ar 
with  Scotland,  the  procuring  a  rebellion  in  Ire- 
land, corrupting  religion,  fupprefling  the  liberty 
of  the  kingdom,  and  of  many  horrid  attempts 
to  the  fubverting  the  very  being  of  parliaments. 
He  fhewed  that  the  Commons  had  done  every 

national  debt  mufi:    aft   very  powerfully  in  that  particular. 
RuJhiMorthy  vol.  IV.   p.  504,  &  feq. 

*  Mr.  Pym  told  the  Lords,  that  the  rebels  had  received  a 
fupply  of  two  convoys  of  ammunition  and  arms,  the  one 
from  Dunkirk,  and  the  other  from  Nants  in  Brittany;  that 
the  foldiers  levied  for  the  fervice  of  Spain  were  joined  to  the 
Irifli  rebels ;  and  that  the  Iriih  friars,  employed  by  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambaffador  for  making  thefe  levies,  were  known  to  have 
been  the  chief  incendiaries  of  the  rebellion,  and  were  ftill 
aftive  in  the  profecution  and  encouragement  of  it. 

thing 
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thing  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  grievances  of  ^^^'^  ^^^^* 
the   kingdom,      and   avert    the    dangers    which 
threatened  it;  and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  ad- 
drefiing  the  Lords  in  the  following  manner  :  *'  I 
have  nothing  to  propound  to  your  lordihips,  by 
way  of  requefl  or  defire,  from  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    I  doubt  not  but  your  judgments  will  tell 
you  Vv^hat  is  to  be  done ;    your  confciences,  your 
honors,  your  intereits,  will  call  upon  you  for  the 
doing  it.     The  Commons    will  be  glad  to  have 
your  concurrence  and  help,    in  faving  the  king- 
dom; but-if  they  fail  of  it,  it  will  not  difcourage 
them  in  doing  their  duty     They  would  be  forry 
that  the  ftory  of  the  prefent  parliament  fhould 
tell  pofterity,  that   in  fo  great  a  danger  and  ex- 
tremity, the  houfe  of  Commons    fhould  be  en- 
forced to  fave  the  kingdom  alone;  and  that  the 
houfe  of  Peers  fhould  have  no  part  of  the  honor 
of  the  prcfervation  of  it.      My  lords,    confider 
what  the  prefent  neceffities  and  dangers  of  the 
Common-wealth   require;    vv^hat   the   Commons 
have  reafon  to.  exped; ;    to  v/hat  endeavors   and 
counfels  the  concurrent  defires  of  all  the  people 
do  invite  you  ;  fo  that  applying  yourfelves  to  the 
prcfervation  of  the  King  and  kingdom,  I  may  be 
bold  to  affure  you,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  England,  that  you  fhail  be  bravely  fe- 
conded^."     Mr.  Pym  received  the  thanks  of  the 

*  Mr.  Pym  affirmed,  in  this  fpeech,  that  fince  the  Hop 
upon  the  ports  againft  all  Irifh  Papiils  by  both  houfes,  many 
of  the  chief  commanders  now  at  the  head  of  the  rebels  had 
been  fufFered  to  pafs  by  his  majelry's  immediate  warrant. 
The  King  fent  to  the  Commons  to  vindicate  his  charadler 
from  this  afTertion  :  the  Commons  not  only  jallified  Mr.  Pym, 
but  declared  that  what  he  had  affirmed  was  agreeable  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  whole  houfe,  naming  the  diiTo-rent  advertife-  - 
ments  they  had  received  concerning  feveral  irifh  Papifts  v/ho 
had  pafTed  by  fuch  v/arrants,  and  had  fince  joined  the  rebels; 
■  N  ^  to 
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Ar.no  1641.  houfe  of  Commons  for  having  fo  well  performed 
the  fervice  they  had  employed  him  in :  His 
fpeech  was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and,  on  the 
report  of  this  conference,  in  which  he  had  fo 
great  a  part,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  upper 
houfe  for  joining  vv^ith  the  Com.mons,  in  peti- 
tioning the  King  to  put  the  forts  and  militia  of 
the  kingdom  into  fafe  hands.  This  occafioning 
a  long  debate,  the  houfe,  having  refolved  them- 
felves  into  a  committee,  fome  lords  defired  to 
adjourn.    The  duke  of  Richmond  *,  with  much 

to  the  King's  profeffions  that  he  had  ufed  an  extreme  caution 
in  this  article,  they  made  the  following  Ihrewd  return  ; 
"  Your  majefty's  mofl:  faithful  fubjefts  are  very  forry  that  the 
extreme  caution  your  majeily  hath  ufed  hath  been  fo  ill- 
feconded  with  the  diligence  and  faithfulnefs  of  your  mitiifters  ; 
and  that  your  royal  authority  fhould  be  fo  highly  abufed, 
although,  as  it  was  exprefied  by  Mr.  Fym,  we  believed  it 
was  by  the  procurement  of  fome  evil  inftruments  too  near  your 
royal  perfon,  without  your  majelly's  knowledge  and  inten- 
tion ;  and  wc  befeech  your  majeily  to  take  fuch  courfe,  that 
not  only  your  own  honor  may  be  vindicated  for  the  timepaft, 
but  your  kingdom  may  be  fscured  from  like  mifchief  for  the- 
time  to  come."  Several  replies  and  anfwers  followed  on 
both  fides ;  the  King  attempted  to  juftify  himfelf  on  thefe 
frivolous  grounds,  That  he  had  no  intimation  of  the  order 
of  reftraint  of  both  houfes,  and  denied  that  thofe  to  whom 
he  had  granted  fuch  licence  were  in  the  rebellion.  This  was 
very  fophiftical,  iince  the  Commons  had  affirmed,  that  the 
immediate  warrants  he  had  granted  to  particular  perfons, 
gave  free  pafTaga  to  themfelves  and  company,  without  any 
qualifications  of  perfons,  or  limitation  of  number;  and  that, 
by  virtue  of  this  licence,  feveral  perfons,  who  had  Iince  ob- 
tained command  among  the  rebels,  had  pafTed. 

One  of  the  particular  perfons  to  whom  the  King  had  given 
fuch  general  licences,  was  captain  Btttler,  whofe  brother  was 
general  of  the  rebels  in  Munfter ;  and  another  was  lord 
Delvin,  whofe  father  was  an  inveterate  rebel.  RuJhiMorth, 
vol.  IV.    p.  511,   <^  feq. 

*  Duke  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  lately  created  an  Englifli 
duke:  his  filters  were  Papifts,  himfelf  had  fpent  fome  time 
in  Spain,  and  had  been  complimented  with  being  created  a 
grandee  of  that  catholic  country.  Clarendsn, 
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petulance  replied,  "Let  us  put  the  quefcion,  Anno  1641. 
whether  we  Ihall  adjourn  for  {\x  months  ?  "  The 
extreme  infignificancy  of  this  lord's  character 
had  hitherto  faved  him  from  cenfure  ;  but  the 
peevifhnefs  and  impatience  with  which  he  uttered 
thefe  words,  offended  the  popular  party  fo  much, 
that  they  were  warmly  excepted  againft.  On  the 
queftion  being  put,  That  the  houfe  fhouid  be 
fatisfied  with  the  duke's  making  an  humble  fub- 
miffion  and  acknowledgment,  that  he  had  offend- 
ed in  fpeaking  inconfiderately  and  unadvifedly ; 
and  that  he  had  no  intention  to  have  the  houfe 
adjourned  ?  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmativp ; 
but  was  protefted  againfl:  by  twenty-four  lords, 
as  a  punifliment  not  adequate  to  the  offence  *. 

Some  few  days  after  the  Commons  fent  up  an  proceedings 
accufation   ap;ainft   the  duke  of  Richmond,  on '^s^^^^^^^^ 

•  •  oukc  Or 

the  three  following  articles :  That  he  had  written  Richmond. 
to  the  mayor  and  jurats  of  the  town  of  Hithe,  to 
chufe  one  captain  Winberry  for  their  member  : 
That,  whilil  the  affair  of  Mr.  Piercy  and  Mr. 
Jermyn  were  before  the  houfe  of  Commons,  the 
duke's  fteward  came  to  Mr.  Peard,  a  member  of 
that  aifembly,  and  defired  him,  in  his  mailer's 
name,  not  to  prefs  the  matter  concerning  thofe 
gentlemen,  faying,  that  his  forbearance  would 
be  an  acceptable  fervice,  and  would  do  him 
good :  That,  by  the  copy  of  a  record  then  in 
the  lower  houfe,  it  did  appear  that  the  duke  of 
Richmond  did,  on  the  twenty- fixth  of  January 
inftant,  defire  that  the  queftion  might  be  put  for 

f  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Effex,  Pembroke,  SufFolk, 
Lincoln,  Leicefter,  Warwick,  Holland,  Bolingbroke,  Stam- 
ford, Conway,  Wharton,  Paget,  Hunfdon,  Chandois,  St. 
John,  Spencer,  Kimbolton,  Brook,  Grey  de  Werk,  Roberts, 
Howard  de  Efrick,  Willoughby  de  Parham.  Pari.  Hifi,  vol. 
X.  p.  252. 
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Anno  1641.  the  adjouming  the  houfe  of  Lords  for  fix  months : 
UpOi^  the  whole,  the  Commons  had  palTed  a 
vote,  That  they  had  fufiicient  caufe  to  accufe  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  as  one  of  the  malignant 
party,  and  an  evil  counfelior  to  the  King,  for 
thefe  reafons:  That  he  endeavored  to  have  fuch 
members  chofen  as  he  fnould  name  *  :  That  he 
endeavored  to  corrupt  the  members  of  the  houfe, 
.  after  they  were  eledled,  in  matters  of  the  higheft 
nature:  That  his  motion  of  adjournment,  had  it 
been  eifedied,  would  certainly  have  been  the  lofs 
of  Ireland,  and  hazarded  the  ruin  of  England. 
The  Commons  defired  the  Lords  to  join  with 
them  in  petitioning  the  King,  that  the  duke  of 
Richmond  might  not  have  accefs  to  the  perfons 
or  courts  of  the  King  and  queen  •,  and  that  he 
might  be  removed  from  all  oflices  and  places  of 
public  trull.  The  queflion,  whether  the  Lords 
ftould  join  with  the  Commons  in  their  petition 
againft  the  duke,  paffing  in  the  negative,  twenty- 
three  lords  entered  the?ir  diffent  f. 
Fartiierpro-  xhc  uppcr  houfc  nct  having  determined  the 
Thclnfi.iil  important  queilion,  Whether  they  iliould,  join 
with  the  Commons  in  their  petition  concerning 
the  militia  ?  that  aiiembly  grew  warm  and  impa- 
tient, and  fent  up,  with  the  King's  denial  to 
their   petition,    the   following   angry    mefTage  ; 

*  The  interpofal  of  peers  in  the  eledlion  of  commoners 
had  been,  by  feveral  refolutions  of  the  lower  houfe,  de- 
clared a  breach  of  privilege  ;  and  continues,  fays  Mr.  Hume, 
to  be  condemned  by  the  votes  of  the  Commons,  and  univer-^ 
fally  praflifed  throughout  the  nation.  Hutne,  vol.  1.  p.  312. 
-  f  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  when  it  was  carried  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  to  accufe  the  duke  of  Richmond,  it  was  late 
at  night,  and  not  half  the  houfe  was  prefent.  This  is  not 
the  fadl,  it  appearing,  on  the  divifion  on  the  queftion,  that 
,the  houfe  was  full.  Claren.  Hijh  vol.  J.  p.  321.  Pari  Eiji. 
vol.  X.  p.  25c. 
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'^  To  defire  the  Lords  to  lay  to  heart  this  their  Annoie4i< 
requeil,  That  they  would  join  in  another  peti- 
tion to  the  King  that  the  forts  and  militia  of 
the  kingdom  fhould  be  put  into  fuch  hands  as 
were  approved  of  by  both  houfes  :  That,  if  the 
whole  arfembly  would  not  join  with  the  Com- 
mons, now  that  things  were  brought  to  the  lad 
gafp,  then  that  thofe  lords,  who  were  willing, 
would  declare  themfelves,  that  they  might  be 
known  from  the  reft  :  Laftly,  to  alTure  the  houfe, 
that  they  muft  not  expect  that  the  Commons 
would  come  to  them  again  upon  the  fame  bu- 
fmefs  *."  The  debate  on  this  melTage  was  o- 
pened  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  who  pro- 
fefTed,  that  whofoever  fhould  refufe  to  join  with 
the  houfe  of  Commons  in  their  requeft  were,  in 
his  opinion,  enemies  to  the  common-wealth.  The 
Lords,  at  this  juncture,  feemed  to  be  fo  perfe(51:ly 
convinced  of  the  preffing  neceffity  of  the  re- 
queft, that,  without  fignifying  any  offence  at  the 
peculiar  ftyle  of  the  meifage,  they  came  to  the 
following  refolutions,  to  join  with  the  Commons 
in  their  vote  :  "  That  v/hofoever  advifed  the 
King  to  give  fuch  an  anfwer,  is  of  the  malig- 
nant party,  and  an  enemy  to  the  public  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  kingdom :  That  they  would 
join  with  the  Commons  in  their  petition,  as  de- 
fired  f ."  A  petition  of  the  fame  effed  with  the 
former  was  fent  to  the  King,  in  the  name  of 
both  houfes,  with  the  following  claufe  :  "'  That 

*  This  melTage  was  carried  up  by  Mr.  Holies, 
f  On  this  occafion  Clarendon  obferves,  that  when  this 
bill  was  firfl  introduced  in  the  lower  houfe»  there  were  few 
men  who  imagined  it  would  receive  farther  countenance  : 
but  now  there  were  very  few  who  did  not  believe  it  to  be  a 
very  necefTary  provifion  for  the  peace  and.fafety  of  the  king- 
dom. Clarendon's  Hifu  vol,  I.  p.  304.. 
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Anno  164%  the  parliament  expeded  a  fpeedy  and  sracious 
anfwer,  the  great  diftradlions  and  diftempers 
of  the  kingdom  not  admitting  delay." 

Xlnnr^^'  The  impatience  of  the  public  at  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  the  long-promifed  reformation,  excited 
a  new  inundation  of  petitions ;  among  thefe  was 
one  from  the  young  men,  apprentices,  and  iea- 
men  ;  another  from  the  poor  tradefmen  and  ma- 
nufadturers  *  ;  a  third  from  the  porters  f  ;  a 
fourth  from  gentlewomen,  tradefmens'  wives, 
&C.J.  The  female  petitioners  prayed  to  be  fe- 
cured  from  the  cruelty  and  perfecution  of  Pa- 
pifls,  prelates,  and  their  adherents  •,  and  ex- 
prefTed  their  refentment  on  the  cruelties  com- 
mitted in  Ireland,  in  very  pathetic  terms :  they 
apologized  for  this  their  uncommon  a6l,  on  the 
principle  that  they  were  fharers  in  the  common 
calamities  which  opprefiion  produced:  "  On  j 
thefe  grounds,  conclude  the  petitioners,    we  are      * 

*  Thefe  complained,  that  there  was  (o  great  a  decay  and 
Hop  of  trade,  that  they  were  in  a  ilarving  condition  ;  if 
fome  means  were  not  taken,  they  faid,  to  remove  thofe  ob- 
ilruftions  which  hindered  the  progrefs  of  the  endeavors  of 
their  reprefentatives,  they  fhould  be  forced  to  lay  hold  of  the 
next  remedy  at  hand,  to  remove  the  difturbers  of  their 
peace  ;  and  propoled,  that  thofe  noble  worthies  of  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  who  concurred  with  the  happy  votes  of  the  Com- 
mons, fliould  feparate  themfelves  from  the  reft,  and  fit  and 
vote  as  one  entire  body. 

f  This  petition  afTerted,  that,  if  proper  remedies  for  the 
public  miferies  were  longer  lufpended,  the  petitioners  would 
be  forced  to  extremities  not  fit  to  be  named,  and  make  good 
the  faying,  That  neceifity  has  no  law;  they  had  nothing  to 
lofe  but  their  lives,  and  thofe  they  were  willing  to  expofe 
to  the  utmoft  peril  in  defence  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  ac- 
cording to  their  proteftation. 

X  Two  from  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Surry,  and 
another  from  the  inhabitants  of  Cleveland,  in  the  county  of 
York.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  29 1,  ^  feq^.  Journals  of  the  Com- 
monsf  vol.  II.  p.  422. 
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emboldened  to  prefent  our  humble  defires  to  this  ^""o  ^Hj 
honorable  aifembly,  not  regarding  the  reproaches 
which  may  and  are  by  many  call  upon  us  •,  we 
do  it  not  out  of  any  felf- conceit  or  pride  of 
heart,  as  feeking  to  equal  ourfelves  with  men, 
either  in  authority  or  in  wifdom,  but,  according 
to  our  places,  to  difcharge  that  duty  we  owe  to 
God,  and  the  caufe  of  the  church."  The  houfe 
had  not  only  the  complaifance  to  read  the  peti- 
tion, but  commiffioned  one  of  their  members, 
of  no  lefs  confequence  than  Mr.  Pym,  to  re- 
turn an  anfwer  in  perfon.  The  petitioners  be- 
ing called  up  to  the  door  of  the  houfe,  Mr.  Pym 
addreffed  them  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Good 
women,  your  petition,  with  the  reafons,  hath 
been  read  in  the  houfe,  is  thankfully  accepted 
of,  and  is  come  in  a  feafonable  time.  You  IhaiJ, 
God  willing,  receive  from  us  all  the  fitisfadlion 
which  we  can  polTibly  give  to  your  juft  and  law- 
ful defires :  We  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  re- 
pair to  your  houfes,  and  turn  your  petition,' 
v/hich  you  have  delivered  here,  into  prayers  at 
home  for  us ;  We  have  been,  are,  and  fhall  be, 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  ready  to  relieve  you, 
your  hufbands,  and  children  ;  and  to  perform 
the  truft  committed  unto  us  towards  God,  our 
King,  and  country,  as  becometh  faithful  Chrifti- 
ans  and  loyal  fubjeds  *." 

*  This  complaifance  to  a  company  of  decent,  virtuous 
matrons,  ailing  under  the  influence  of  confcience,  exprefF- 
ing  their  fears  and  hopes  on  matters  in  which  they  were 
greatly  intereiled,  in  a  modeft  application  to  the  reprefen- 
cative  aifembly  of  the  people,  has  been  highly  ridiculed  by 
thofe  who  feoff  at  the  condus^t  of  thefe  fenfible  times.  Was 
not  the  policy  of  this  complaifance  fuHicient  to  vindicate  it 
from  ridicule,  it  has  the  countenance  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
focicties.  The  government  of  Rome,  when  in  its  Hate  of 
Ilio-heft  virtue,  though  never  influenced  by  the  low  cabals 

ana 
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Anno  1641.      That  harmony  between  the  two  legiQative;  ai^ 
beu^en^thefemblies,    fo    earneiily   deiired    by    the   public, 
two  houies.  feemed   to  be  now  complete.     The  bill  for  de- 
priving  biihops   of  their  votes   in    parliament, 
which,  in  one  feflions,  with  a  trifling  alteration, 
^^^^^.j!^^^'^^'' the  Commons  had  twice  fent  up  to  the  Peers, 
bifbops,  &c.  was  now  called  for,  and,    after  a  third  reading, 
^reffing^afi,  unanimoufly  palled  by  the  temporal   lords  •,  the 
paffes  the  '  biliiops  of  Winchefter,  Rochefter,  and  VS^orcef- 
^°^'^^'        ter  dilTenting.     Great  were  the  joy  and  triumph 
of  the  public  on  this  occafion  ;  nor  -lefs  was  the 
fatisfadlion  of  the  Commons  on  the  Lords  pall- 
ing the  prefTing  acts,    with  the  preamble ;    and 
another  very  important  one,  entitled,   "  An  adl 
for  a  fpeedy  contribution   and  loan  towards  the 
relief  of  his  majefty's  diflirefred  fubjeds  of  the 
wfx"'^'   kingdom  of  Ireland."     The   trial  of  the  twelve 
p.  303.       bifhops,    which  had  been  put  off  from  time  to 
time,  on  account  of  the  urgency  of  public  af- 
fairs, after  fome  pleadings  had  pafTed  on  the  fide 
of  the  profecutor   and  the  profecuted,    was   de- 
termined   to   be  farther   proceeded   on  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  February.     On  the   morning 

and  intrigues  of  loofe  vicious  women,  which  is  ever  the 
confequence  of  thofe  effeminate  manners  which  prevail  in 
monarchies,  failed  not  to  pay  high  marks  of  efteem,  and 
granted  many  immunities  to  that  fex,  on  their  exhibiting 
,  any  fymptom   of  public  virtue ;    and    we  find,    that   when 

Rome  was  towering  to  its  utmoft  heighth  of  fplendor,  the 
women  prefumed  to  petition  their  legiflator  on  fubjedls 
which  concerned  themfelves,  though  of  a  trifling  nature. 
When  the  manners  of  that  fociety  began  to  degenerate, 
the  women  were  very  importunate  with  the  fenators  on  the 
article  of  a  fumptuary  law  which  affected  their  drefs  ;  for 
this  they  were  ilernly  rebuked  by  Cato  the  Cenfor,  but  not 
fo  much  for  their  prefuming  to  petition,  as  for  the  perni- 
cious nature  of  their  petition,  the  improper  object  of  their 
defire,  and  the  tumultuary  manner  in  which  they  preferred 
it.     They  were,  neverthelefs,  vindicated  by  many  fenators. 

of 
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of  that  day,  the  Commons  fio-nified  to  the  Lords,  ^nno  164T. 

/  •'  cj  ^  Farther  pro- 

that  they  had  refolved  to  proceed  againfl  the  de~  ceedings  a- 
linqLients  by  bill.     This   beino;  fiq-nified  to    tht  ^f;,'''^  ^^^ 
billiops,  they  pleaded,    that  they  had  lam  long  Pari,  Hift. 
under  a  charge  of  treafon  ;    that  many  days  had  ^^''^' 
been  afiigned  for  hearing  •,    that,    as  the  matter 
of  fa6l  had  been  heard,  they  deiired  the  juilice 
of  the  houfe,  that  they  might  be  heard   by  their 
counfel  in  point  of  law,    arfd  judgment  given 
upon  the  charge.     The  Lords  determined,  that 
the  proceedings  againft  the  bifhops  fhould  not 
be  concluded  in   their  houfe,    without  hearing 
them  and  their  counfel,    as  the  caufe  fhould  re- 
quire.    The  Commons  gave  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  evidence  againir  them  the 
following  fevere  orders  :  To  draw  a  bill  for  the 
forfeiting  the  ifTues  and  profits  pf  their  eftates, 
temporal  and  ecclefiaftical  *  ;  for  the  imprifon- 
■ment  of  their  perfons  during  life  -j-  •,    and  for  the 
difpofal  of  all  livings  which   fhould   fall  within 
their  gift  J.     The  Lords  having  granted  bail  to 

*  The  archbiihop  of  York  was  allowed  out  of  the  pro- 
fits of  his  eftate  100 1.  per  annum  ;  the  biihop  of  Durham, 
800 1.  the  bifliop  of  Norwich,  400 1.  of  Bath  and  Vv^ells, 
icol.  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  800 1.  Hereford,  5 col. 
Peterborough,  100 1.  Oxon,  100 1.  Afaph,  500 1.  LandafF, 
200 1.  It  was  refolved  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  no  member 
of  that  houfe  fhould  be  a  feoffee  in  this  bill  concerning  the 
bilhops.  "Journals  of  the  Co?nmonsy  vol.  il.  p.  517,  ^  Jeq» 
Pari.  Hifi,  vol.  X.  p.  374. 

f  After  remaining  eighteen  weeks  in  prifon,  they  were 
admitted  to  bail.  The  archbilhop  of  York  and  his  fureties 
were  bound  in  live  thoufand  pounds,  and  he  ordered  not 
to  go  to  his  diocefe  during  the  diilurbances  which  were  at 
that  time  in  the  county.     Fail,   Hiji.    vol.  X.    p.  487. 

X  In  the  courfe  of  the  trial  of  the  bifhops,  London  and 
Salilbury  depofed,  that  they  never  did  abfent  therafelves 
from  parliament,  on  the  occaiion  of  force  or  menace.  The 
biihop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  in  his  defence  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  entreated  that  afTembly  to  follow  the 

footileps 
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Anno  1641.  the  bilhops,  the  Commons  gave  them  to  iinder- 
ftand,  that  it  was  difagrecabie  to  a  vote  of  their 
houfe  ;  and  therefore  defired  they  might  be  re- 
manded :  \Vith  this  requeit  the  Lords  complied, 
without  hefitation. 

proceedfngs^      Whilft  oppofition   in   both   houfes   of  parlia- 

abut  the  ■*■  ^  .  ■*■ 

militia.  ment  gave  way  to  the  authority  of  the  popular 
leaders,  the  King  v/as  bufy  in  making  prepara- 
tions to  relift  the  power  of  the  party,  and  to  re- 
gain by  the  fword  thofe  concelTions  they  had  ex- 
torted from  his  necefTities.  Purfuant  to  his  plan 
of  gaining  time  by  temporifmg  to  the  petition  o( 
both  houfes,  concerning  the  forts  and  militia  of 
the  kingdom,  he  returned  anfwer.  That  Vv'hen  he 
Hiould  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  power 
intended  to  be  eilablifhed  in  thofe  perfons  the 
parliament  defired  to  be  entrufted  as  command- 
ers of  the  militia  ;  and  like  wife  the  time  limited 
that  he  was  to  be  debarred  from  exercifmg  a 
power  over  it,  without  the  advice  of  parliament ; 
that  then  he  would  declare,  that  he  would  put 
in  fuch  perfons  as  the  parliament  Ihould  approve  ; 
provided  he  had  no  jufh  and  unqueftionable 
exception  againfl  them.  To  render  this  meffage 
m.ore  agreeable.  Sir  John  Byron,  at  his  earnefl; 
defire,  had  leave  to  refign  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
Tower  ^  -,  and  Sir  John  Conyers,  whom  the  par- 

footileps  of  the  emperor  Conftantine,  who  had  rather  caft. 
his  purple  garment  upon  an  offending  divine,  than  reveal 
his  offences,  for  the  gofpel's  fake  of  Chrift.  Pari.  Hiji. 
vol.  X.    p,  304,    1:3  feq.    332,    ^  feq- 

*  This  following  part  of  the  King's  meffage  explains  the 
reafon  of  his  condefcenfion  :  That  he  was  preffed  by  the 
State's  ambafiador  to  fend  the  princefs  Mary,  his  daughter, 
immediately  to  Holland  :  That  his  royal  confort,  the  queen, 
had  earneilly  defired  leave  to  accompany  her  daughter  thi- 
ther :  That  he  had  thought  fit  to  confent  to  both  defires, 
and  to  make  his  confent  known  to  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment,   J Qurnali  of  the  Commons t  vol,  W,  p.  416. 

iianient 
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liament  had  recommended  to  this  poll,  was  ap-  -^"no  1641. 
pointed  in    his    place.     The  parliament,    per- 
ceiving the  King's  Ible   drift  was  to  gain  time, 
palTed  an  ordinance,    which  reilored  to  lieute- 
nants and  deputies  the  fame  authority  they  had 
formerly  exercifed ;  with  power  to  lead  and  em- 
ploy the    trained-bands,    in  every   part  of  the 
realm  of  England  and  dominion  of  Wales,    for 
the   fuppreffion    of    infurre6tions   and    invafions 
which  might  happen  *.    The  names  of  the  per- 
fons  who  were    to  be  invefted  with   this   autho- 
rity  were  inferted  in  the  ordinance  •,    their  con- 
duCz  was   to   be  accountable  to  the   parliament^ 
and  their  authority  to  continue  during  the  plea- 
fure  of  that   afTembly.     The   preamble   to  the 
bill  was  as  follows  :  '*  Whereas  there  has  been 
of  late  a  mod  dangerous  and  defperate  defign 
upon  the  houfe  of  Commons,    which  we  have 
juft  caufe  to    believe  to    be  an    effedt  of    the 
bloody  counfels  of  Papifls,  and  other  ill-affe6led 
perfons,  who  have  already  raifed  a  rebellion  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  and,  by  reafon  of  many 
difcoverics,    we  cannot  but  fear  they  will  pro- 
ceed, not  only  to  ftir  up  the  like  rebellion  and 
infurredion  in  the   kingdom   of  England,    but'r^sq"eea 
alfo  to  back  them  with  forces  from  abroad."         k?ng"om! 

The  royal  aiTent  having  been  refufed  to  the 
bill  for  taking  away  the  vo-es  of  bifhops  out 
of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  exempting  them 
from  the  trouble  of  fecular  affairs,  and  the  bill 

*  Whim  this  ordinance  was  in  agitation,  an  order  of  par- 
liament was  publilhed,  to  enable  the  iord-mayor,  his  com- 
miffion  being  but  a  commiflion  of  lieutenancy,  and  declared 
illegal,  to  make  ufe  of  the  trained-bands  for  preferving  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  the  perfon  of  his  majefty,  and  all  the 
ir^embers  of  parliament,  from  violence  and  danger.  Nalfont 
vol.  11.  p.  878. 

7  for 
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Annoi64i.  for  prcffing  foldiers  for  the  Irifh  wars,  they  were 

^gain  prefented  to  the  King  at  Canterbury,  with 

an   imoortunate    mefTap-e    from  both   hoofes  ■^. 

Charles  was  on  the    road   to  Dover,    where  he 

propofed  to  fee  the  queen  fafely  embarked  on 

her  journey  to  Holland.     The   queen  was  con- 

fcious    that  the  parliament   was   come  to  fome 

knowledge  „of  her   intrigues,    and  apprehended 

that,  on  the  King's  fecond  refufal,  an  immaediate 

Hop  would  be   put   to  her  intended    voyage  : 

'^^^^ '■^y^^^  to  facilitate  therefore  her   efcape,  fhe  perfuaded 

to  the  bill    the   King  to  give  his  affent  to  the  prefTing  folici- 

againft  b;-   ^^^\q^^  gf  parliament :  and  fuch  was  her  power- 

fnops,  and  r  •         ,  -  •  n 

tothe  preir-ful  mfluence,    that,    even  m  this  pomt,  Ihe  pre- 
mg-aa.      vailed  ;  and  the  wifhes,  rather  than  the  expecta- 
tion, of  the  public  were  gratified  f. 

A  packet  from  lord  Digby,  dired:ed  to  fecre- 
tary  Nicholas,  was  at  this  time  intercepted  and 
opened  J.     Had  the  intelligence  of  the  pariia- 

*  In  this  mefTage  the  parliament  tells  the  King,  that  his 
paffing  thefe  bills  would  be  a  pledge  to  them  of  his  gracious 
intention  of  concurring  with  them  in  their  fubfecuent  de- 
lires,  which  they  were  preparing  for  him.  Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X. 
p.  283. 

f  The  event  was  celebrated  with  ringing  -bells,  bonfires, 
and  illuminations.  Clarendon  fays,  that  it  was  Sir  John 
Colepeper,  '.vho  by  alarming  the  fears  of  the  queen,  pre- 
vailed with  her  to  ufe  her  influence  with  the  King  for  paff- 
ing this  acl.  Clarendon  s  Life t  p.  lOO.    Echard,  -p   526. 

X  In  a  letter  from  lord  Digby  to  the  queen,  he  tells  her, 
that  he  cannot  write  to  her  with  freedom  till  he  has  a  cypher ; 
That  he  fhall  ftay  at  Middleborough,  in  a  private  way,  til! 
he  receives  inftrudlions  how  to  ferve  the  King  and  her  ma- 
jefly  in  thofe  parts  :  U  the  King  would  betake  himfelf  to  a 
fafe  place,  where  he  could  avow  and  protefl  his  fervants,  he 
Ihould  then  live  in  impatience  and  in  mifery  till  he  waited 
on  her:  If  the  King  betook  himfelf  to  the  compliant  ways 
of  accommodation,  which  he  had  done  of  late,  he  fhould 
then  ferve  him  more  by  his  abfence  than  by  his  indullry: 
"  And,  concludes  this  compleat  courtier,  it  will  be  a  com- 
fort 
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ttient  not  been  fo  good  as  ic  was,  this  would  Anno  1641. 
have  cleared  up  effe^ually  the  motives  of  the 
King's  motions  and  condud*  However,  they 
made  no  fteps  to  interrupt  the  queen's  intended 
journey,  nor  fignified  other  refentment  at  her 
condudl,  than  the  fending  a  reproving,  yet  a 
civil  meffage^  on  the  purport  of  Digby's 
letter. 

An  impeachment  of  high-treafon  was  fent  up  impeach- 
againft  this  offender,    on  the  articles  of  his  per-  i^r"DiPby. 
fuading  the  King  to  levy  forces  againft  his  liege  Pari-  Hift* 
fubjeds ;    the   adually    levying    forces    himfelf  p^^lj^* 
within  the  realm,    to  the  terror  of  his  majefty's  &  fe<j. 
fubjedls  *  ^    the  endeavoring  to  raife  diffentions 
between  the   King  and  people  ;    the   poireiiing 
the  King  with  a  notion,  that  he  couid  not  live 
with  fafety  among  them,  and  that  it  was  necefiary 
to  betake  himfelf  to  a  fafe  place  ;    the  advifing 
the  forming  falfe  and  fcandalous  articles  of  high- 
treafon  againft  lord  Kimbolton,  &c*  -,    the  per- 
fuading  the  King  to  come  in  perfon,  in  warlike 

fort  to  me,  m  all  calamities,  if  I  cannot  ferve  yoa  by  my 
actions,  that  I  may  do  it  in  fome  kind  by  my  fufferings  iot 
your  fake  ;  having,  I  proteft  to  God,  no  meafure  of  happi- 
nefs  or  misfortune  in  this  world  but  what  I  derive  from  your 
majefty's  value  of  my  afFedtion  and  fidelity."  A  letter  from 
Digby,  direded  to  his  brother,  Sir  Lewis  Dives,  fpeaks  of 
his  flaying  at  Middleborough  till  the  King  fhould  declare 
himfelf,  and  retire  to  a  fafe  place. 

*  Digby,  in  his  apology,  owns  that  he  did  appear  at 
Kingfton  with  thofe  reformado  officers  and  foldiers,  who  had 
formed  the  King's  guard  at  Whitehall,  and  who  had  at- 
tended him  in  formidable  array  to  the  houfe  of  Commons* 
Such  a  circumftance,  in  thefe  jealous  tim.esj  was  fubilantial 
enough  to  be  taken  notice  of  ;  and  was  a  greater  proof  of 
the  temerity  and  infolence  of  this  young  man,  than  a  mat* 
ter  of  ridicule  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  take  advantage 
of  his  indifcretion,  as  Clarendon  endeavor?  to  reprefent  it» 
Nalfoti,  vol.  II.  p.  865.  Clar,  Hiji.  vol.  I.  p.  338, 

VoLe  IIL  O  manner, 
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'^""°»^4r' manner,  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  demsiid 

the  faid  members,  to  the  apparent  danger  of  his 

•majefty's  perfon,    and  in   high  violation"  of  the 

privileges  and  being  oi  parliaments* 

Thekmg         Thanks  Vv^^re  returned  to  th€  King,  for  aivingr 

denies  h.is  _  _  t)'  _0  G 

aiTent  to  the  his  aficnt  to  the  a(5l  for  difabling  perfons  in  holy 

themiiida!"  o^d^i's  to  exercife  temporal  jurifdidion  ;  for  his 
care  of  Ireland,  in  difpatching  the  bill  for  prefr- 
ing  ',  and  for  his  gracious  favor  exprcfTed  in  his 
meffage  to  both  houfes,  that  he  would  not  grant 
pardon  to  any  Romifh  prieft,  v/ithout  confent 
of  parliament.  With  this  meflag^  of  thanks 
the  ordinance  for  fettling  the  militia  was  pre- 

^^ —  fented  :  This  was  the  only  requeft  which  the 
King,  in  his  prefent  circumftances,  was  determined 
to  deny  :  it  was  the  only  conceffion  which  could 
invincibly  fruftrate  his  intentions  of   regaining. 

C^--^  what  he  had  already  been  obliged  to  grant.  He 
replied,  That  he  had  not  now  leifure  to  confider 
on  a  matter  of  fo  high  an  importance  ;  he  could 
not,  therefore,  promife  a  pofitive  anfw^r  till  he 
ihould  return  ;  which  he  intended  to  do  as  foon 
as  he  had  put  his  dearcii  confort  the  queen,  and 
his  dear  daughter  the  princefs  Mary,  on  board, 
for  their  tranfportation  to  Holland  *.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  parliament  inilantly 
difpatched  another  meffage,  expreffing  grief  and 
difappointment  at  the  King's  evafive  dealing. 
He  had  promifed,  they  faid,  by  a  former  anfwer^ 
that  the  militia  fhould  be  put  into  fuch  hands  as- 
the  parliament  fiiould  approve,  when  the  extent 
of  their  power,  and  the  time  of  their  continu- 
ance was  declared  :  That  being  done,  and  th^ 
perfons  by  both  houfes  nominated,  bis    majeity 

*  The  K-ing  was  at  Dover,  on  this  errand,  when  this  or- 
dinance was  prefentcd  to  him> 
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yet  referred  his  rerolutions  thereoa  to  a  Idnger  ^"""  *^'^^' 
and  very  uncertain  time:  That  a  delay,  when  the 
prefent  dangers  were  fo  great  and  prelTuig,  was  as 
unfadsfiii5]:ory  and  dellrii6live  as  an  abfolute  de- 
nhl:  A  liieafu re  fonecefTary  to  defend  England, 
from  the  pradlices  of  thofe  who  bad  ralfed  com- 
bullions  in  Ireland,  it  was  their  duty  to  fee  put 
in  execution :  The  people,  by  daily  petitions, 
defired  it ;  and  in  fame  counties  were^  of  them- 
feives,  and  by  their  own  authority,  providing 
-againft  the  urgent  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened. 

The  queen  being  now  out  of  the  reach  of  in- 
terruption from  the  parliament,  Charles,  in  hi^ 
anfwer  to  their  importunate  folieitations,  aiTumed 
a  more  preremptory  ilyle  than  he  had  hitherto 
ufed.  He  could  by  no  means,  he  fald,  give  his 
afTent  to  their  ordmaace  5  nor  did  he  conceive 
himfelf  obliged  to  fuch  a  conceETion,  by  any  pro- 
mife  he  had  made  them.  He  obje6led  to  their 
^preamble,  as  charging  him  faifly  with  a  defign 
upon  the  houfe  of  Commons:  He  offered  to  ac- 
cept of  thofe  perfons  they  had  nominated  to  be 
lieutenants  of  the  feveral  counties  of  England, 
with  the  fame  com.miiTions  he  had  given  during 
the  fitting  of  this  parliament,  excepting  to  the 
city  of  I^ondon,  and  thofe  other  corporations^ 
who,  by  ancient  charter,  had  granted  to  them 
the  power  of  the  militia  :  If  that  a  greater  autho- 
rity than  was  by  law  veiled  in  the  crown,  was 
thought  fit  to  be  given  to  the  perfons  nominated^ 
he  held  it  reafonable,  that  that  authority  Ihould 
be  firil  veiled  in  him,  with  power  to  transfer  ic 
to  thofe  perfons:  As  to  the  time  d.efired  for  the 
continuance  of  thofe  powers,  he  could  not  con- 
fent  to  divefl  himfelf  of  that  juft  authority,  which 
God  and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  had  placed  in 

O  2  him. 
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Anno  1641.^11-0^  for  the  defence  of  the  people,  and  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  any  other  for  an  indefinite  time: 
And  whereas  he  obferved,  by  their  petitions, 
that  fome  perfons  began  already  to  meddle  with 
the  militia,  he  expefled  that  the  parliament 
fhould  examine  the  particulars  -,  and  if  this  did 
appear  to  them,  then  that  fuch  perfons  be  pro- 
tranfaaions  cccded  againfl  according  to  law.  The  Lords  fcnt 
of  the  par-  ^]^[^  anfwer  immediately  to  the  Commons,  and 
adjourned  themfelves  till  the  afternoon,  to  wait 
the  refolutions  of  that  afiembly,  when  the  follow- 
ing votes  paiTed  the  lower  houfe,  and  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Lords:  That  this  anfwer  of  his  majefty 
is  a  diredt  denial  to  the  defiTes  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  concerning  the  militia :  That  thofc 
who  advifed  his  majefty  to  give  this  anfwer  are 
enemies  to  the  ftate,  and  milchievous  projedlors 
againft  the  fafety  of  the  King,  and  peace  of  the 
kingdom:  That  this  denial  is  of  that  dangerous 
confequence,  that  if  his  majefty  ftiould  perfift  in 
it,  it  will  hazard  the  peace  and  fafety  of  all  his 
kingdoms,  unlefs  fome  fpeedy  remedy  be  applied 
by  the  wifdom  and  authority  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament:  That  fuch  parts  of  this  kingdom  as 
have  put  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of  defence 
againft  the  common  danger,  have  done  nothing 
but  what  is  juftifiable,  and  is  approved  of  by  this 
houfe :  That  this  houfe  holds  it  neceffary,  that 
his  majefty  ftiould  be  defired  that  the  prince  may 
come  to  St.  James's,  or  to  fome  other  convenient 
place  near  about  London,  and  there  to  continue*: 

*  The  parliament  had  before  enjoined  the  marquis  of 
Hertford,  under  feverecenfures,  not  to  let  the  prince  go  out 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  had  pafled  votes  againft  all  thofe  who 
Ihould  be  affifting  in  fuch  an  expedition.  They  had  preferred 
a  petition  to  the  King,  not  to  take  him  from  Hampton-Court, 
and  had  fent  an  exprefs  order  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford, 

not 
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That  the  Lords  be  defired  to  join  v/ith  this  houfe,  ^""o  i^'* 
in  an  humble  addrefs  unto  his  majefly,  T]iat  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  re  fide  near  iiis  parliament, 
that  both  houfes  may  have  a  conveniency  of  ac- 
cefs  unto  him  upon  all  occafions:  That  the 
Lords  be  moved  to  join  with  this  houfe,  in  a  full 
courfe  of  examination,  to  find  out  the  perfons 
who  gave  his  majefty  this  advice,  that  they  may- 
be removed  from  him,  and  brought  to  condign 
punifhment:  That  no  charter  can  be  granted  by 
the  King  to  create  a  power  in  any  corporation 
over  the  militia  of  that  place,  without  confent  of 
parliament :  That  the  Lords  Ihall  be  defired  to 
appoint  a  feledl  committee,  that  they  may  join 
with  another  of  proportionable  number  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  to  propofe  what  is  fit  farther 
to  be  done  upon  thefe  votes,  or  upon  any  thing 
elfe  which  may  arife. 

A  declaration  of  both  houfes  of  the  preceding  Anno  1642. 
refolutions  was  immediately  fent  to  the  King*. 
Ifl  this  it  was  declared,  That  the  dangers  and 
diftempers  of  the  nation  were  fuch  as  could  en- 
dure no  longer  dallying  :  That,  unlefs  he  fpeedily 
complied  with  the  demands  of  his  parliament, 
they  would  be  enforced,  for  his  fake,  and  the 
fake  of  the  kingdom,  to  difpofe  of  the  militia  by 

not  to  fuiFer  him  to  be  removed  from  thence.  They  pafled  a 
remonftrance  againft  the  marquis  of  Hertford ;  and  this  not 
having  met  with  a  compliance,  fent  fome  members  of  both 
houfes  to  Greenwich,  to  bring  the  prince  to  London;  but 
their  mefTengers,  finding  the  King  arrived  before  them,  did 
not  attempt  to  put  their  orders  in  execution.  Nalfon,  vol.  II. 
p.  857.  Claren,  Htji,  vol.  I.  p.  34c.  Pari,  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p. 
208,    320,   ^ feq. 

*  The  Lords  fignified  to  the  Commons,  that  by  reafon  of 
the  haile  the  meffage  to  his  majefty  required,  they  had  given 
orders  to  the  lord  of  their  houfe,  appointed  to  carry  it,  to 
ride  poft.  Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  II.  p.  448. 

O  3  their 
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Aii^i64«.  their  own  authority;  and  were  refolved  to  do  it. 
On  receipt  of  this  mefTage,  Charles  preremptoril^ 
replied,  That  for  the  militia,  he  was  fq  much  af- 
fufeed  that  his  anfwer  was  agreeable  to  what  m 
ju'ftioe  or  reafon  they  could  afk,  0r  he  in  honor^ 
grant,  that  he  fhould  not  alter  it  in  any  point: 
Vor  his  refidence  near  the  parliament,  he  wifhed 
it  might  be  foiafe  and  honorable,  that  hehadna 
caufe  to  abfent  himfelf  from  Whitehall:  For  hi$. 
fon,  he  fhould  take  that  care  of  him  which 
fhotjld  juftify  him  to  God  as  a  father,  and  to  his 
dominions  as  a  king.  This  pofitive  refufal  pro- 
duced in  the  houfe  of  Commons  the  following 
vigorous  refolutions:  ^'  That  the  kingdom  be 
forthwith  pu^t  into  a  pofliure  of  defence,  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  already 
agreed  on  by  both  houfes."  It  v/as  farther  refolv- 
ed, That  a  committee  fhould  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  declaration  to  clear  the  houfe  from  fuf- 
pici'ons  conceived  againfl  it-,  and  to  lay  down  the 
jia#  caufes  of  the  fears  and  jealoufieS  given  td  the 
houfe  ^.  Thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Lords  f. 

*  The  earl  df  Clarendon,  in  his  own  Life,  fappofes,  that 
if  the  King  had  returned  to  the  parliament  after  the  queen's 
departure,  and  the  houfes  had  been  convinced  he  no  longer 
governed  himfelf  by  her  didlates,  matters  would  have  been 
compofed  by  very  moderate  conceffions  on  his  part:  but  it. 
was  no  fooner  kno#n  that  he  intended  making  a  progrefs 
northward,  and  taking  the  prince  with  him,  than  they  feir 
into  their  ufual  heat  and  debate  concerning  their  juft  caufes 
of  jealcufy  and  diilruft.  This  is  in  Clarendon  an  unwary 
confeflion  of  what  indeed  appears  by  the  hillory  of  thefe 
times,  but  what  has  been  conltantly  denied  by  the  friends  of 
Charles;  viz.  That  if  the  parliament  could  have  trufted 
][iim,  or  had  not  been  informed  of  the  treacherous  deligns  on 
foot  againll:  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the  kingdom,  they 
would  gladly  have  clofed  the  fcene  of  civil  contention,  and 
been  contented  with  thofe  a'dvanrages  already  gained  on  the 
»  iide 
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Matters  being  nov/  come  to   a  criiis,  Charles,  Anno  1642. 
notwithftanding  the  earneft   folicitations  of  the  retuer'"^ 
parliament,  fet  out  with  his  two  fons    for  York,  ^onhv^nd, 
where  he  arrived,    by    flow  journies,    on    the 
nineteenth  of  March  *. 

£de  of  Liberty.  The  earl  of  Clarendon,  then  Mr.  Hyde,  who 
had  enlillied  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  court,  and  betrayed 
the  counfels  of  parliament,  moreover  confelTes,  That  he 
fent  to  the  King,  by  a  previous  meiTenger,  this  mefTao-e 
from  the  parliament,  advifing  him,  upon  the  delivery  of  it 
by  the  committee,  to  make  fome  Ihort  refentment  of  the 
houfes'  proceeding  with  him ;  and  that  Mr.  Hyde  would 
draw  up  an  anfwer  in  length,  to  be  returned  to  the  mefiag^ 
in  due  time.  From  fuch  inflruments  fprang  that  evil  coun- 
fel  which  the  parliament  fojaftly  complained  of;  and  which 
at  length,  overwhelmed  that  power  which,  for  their  own 
particular  interefl,  they  endeavored  with  fuch  craft  and  de- 
ceit to  fupport.  The  King  acquainted  Mr,  Hyde  with  his 
intention  of  retiring  northward;  and  direfled  him  to  give 
him,  from  time  to  time,  intelligence  of  thole  matters  whicl\ 
concerned  him ;  and  to  propofe  anfwers  to  all  the  meffages 
and  declarations  which  the  parliament  ihould  fend  to  him. 
Clarenhn!s  Life,  vol.  I.  p.  107,  109,  l^  feq. 

f  The  following  peers  proteiled  againft  the  refolution  of 
putting  the  kingdom  in  a  pollure  of  defence  :  Earls  of  Lind- 
iey,  Bath,  Southampton,  Northampton,  Monmouth,  Cleve- 
land, Portland ;  lords  Mowbray,  Willoughby  de  Erefby, 
Grey,    Dunfmore,    Seymour,    Capel.     Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  X, 

P-  Zl"^'  .... 

*  A(5ls  pafled  in  this  parliament. 

1.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  &c. 

2.  An  adl  for  railing  mariners,  &c. 

3.  An  aft  to  relieve  captives  taken  by  the  Turks,  &c, 

4.  A  fabfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage.  . 

5.  An  adl  for  raifing  mariners,  &c. 

6.  An  a6l  for  difabling  perfons  in  holy  orders  to  execute 
temporal  jurifdidion  and  authority. 

7.  An  aft  for  the  raifmg  foldiers  for  the  defence  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland. 

8.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage. 

9.  An  aft  for  a  contribution  and  loan  for  the  diflrefTed 
people  of  Ireland. 

10.  A  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage. 

11.  An  aft  for  the  railing  and  levying  money .  for  the 
necelfary  defence  and  great  affairs  of  the  kingdom^  of  Eng- 

O  4  land 
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Anno  3642.  Whilfl  the  King  thus  premeditated  hoftile  in- 
tentions againft  the  power  of  parliament,  and  the 
Liberty  and  peace  of  England,  Ireland  remained 
neglefted,  notwithftandmg  that  the  contagion  of 
cruelty,  and  the  fpirit  of  unnatural  oppofition, 
had  fpread  itfelf  over  the  whole  papiftical  body. 
The  Commons,  anxious  to  revenge  the  mifchiefs 
the  Proteftants  had  already  received,  and  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  farther  evil,  forwarded,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  the  negociation  which 
had  been  entered  into  with  the  Scots.  Charles, 
who  intended  to  render  the  Iriih  rebellion  an  in- 
llrument  to  execute  his  deiigns  againfl  the  Li- 
berty of  the  whole  empire,  with  great  earned- 
nefs  prefTed  the  fending  at  leaft  an  equal  number 

land  and  Ireland  ;  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  undertaken 
by  the  parliament. 

1 2.  An  a6l  for  the  reducing  the  rebels  in  Ireland  to  their 
obedience  to  his  majefty  and  the  crown  of  England. 

13.  An  ad  for  an  explanation  of  a  former  ad  for  reduc- 
ing the  rebels  in  Ireland. 

14..   An  ad  to  enable  corporations  to  adventure  in  Ireland. 

15.  An  ad  for  the  farther  reducing  the  rebels  in  Ireland. 

16.  A    fubfidy   of  tonnage    and  poundage. It   has 

been  already  obferved,  that  the  Commons,  to  prevent  the 
JCing  from  making  ufe  of  the  public  money  to  his  private 
ends,  and  to  keep  him  entirely  dependant,  till  the  new- 
modelled  government  was  thoroughly  ellablifhed,  had,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  not  having  leifure  to  fettle  a  new  book 
of  rates,  given  thefe  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
for  a  (hort  time,  colleded  them  by  officers  of  their  own 
appointing,  and  exercifed  the  authority  of  applying  them  to 
their  proper  ufes.  The  King  expreiled  his  refentment  at 
this  condud,  on  the  paffing  the  ad  of  the  lall  fubfidy  of  this 
kini  he  received.  He  reprehended  the  Commons  for  not 
h;yi  g  given  it  him  for  as  long  a  time  as  it  had  been  giver^ 
to  his  anceflors ;  hinted  that  this  fhould  be  the  lall  bill  of 
%\ie  fort  he  would  pafs ;  and  reminded  them  of  thofe  good 
intentions  they  had  expreffed,  to  confider  no  lefs  his  fub- 
iiftence  and  fplendor,  than  their  own  liberties  and  interefts, 
Jpcfrl.  Hijl,   vol.  X.  jp.  263,  y /^. 


C     H    A    R    L    E    S      I.  201 

of  Englifh  forces  into  Ireland,  on  pretence  that  Anno  164a, 
the  Scots  would  feize  upon  that  kingdom,  when 
they  had  fubdued  the  natives.  Whilft  the 
bifhops  fate  in  the  upper  houfe,  he  found  means 
to  gain  the  majority  of  the  peers  on  his  fide;  fo 
that,  whenever  the  Commons  moved  that  the 
offer  of  the  Scots  might  be  accepted,  and  that 
ten  thoufand  of  them,  w^ho  could  be  eafily,  and 
at  a  fmall  expence,  conveyed  over,  ihould  be 
fent  for  the  .relief  of  their  diftreffed  Proteilant 
brethren,  the  Lords  returned  anfwer,  That  they 
would  confent,  provided  an  equal  number  of 
Englifh  were  permitted  to  go  at  the  fame  time. 
Nothing  could  be  more  perplexing  to  the  Com- 
mons than  this  oppofition  -,  either  the  Proteilant 
intereil  muft  be  facrificed  in  Ireland,  and  them- 
felves  incur  the  blame  of  impeding  affiflance; 
or,  if  they  gave  way  to  the  King's  propofals, 
they  hazarded  the  lofs  of  religion  and  Liberty, 
by  raifing  a  large  military  power,  which  would 
be  under  the  government  and  diredlion  of  the 
avowed  creatures  of  the  crown ;  and  whofe 
principles,  both  in  religious  and  civil  matters, 
were  as  malignant  as  thofe  of  the  Papifls.  Or- 
mond,  a  fpecial  pupil  of  Strafford,  and  the  pre- 
late Laudi  whofe  fenfe  of  political  duty  was  con- 
tained in  the  narrow  compafs  of  perfonal  loyalty 
to  the  King  *,  had  been,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  .rebellion,  appointed  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  forces  in  that  kingdom.     Such 

*  To  the  utmoil  of  his  power  he  had  obftrufted  every 
meafure  of  thelrifh  parliament  in  favor  of  Liberty,  and  had 
defended  the  tyrannical  pradlices  of  every  corrupt  officer  of 
the  crown.  See,  in  Straftord's  Letters,  and  Carte's  Life, 
this  nobleman's  principles  of  paffive  obedience  to  church 
and  ftate,  with  his  views  of  afpiring  to  court-favor,  from 
Jhp  merits  of  a  conforipable  pradlice, 

beins: 
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AfiJwiB^z.  being  the  obvious  dangers,  the  Commons   were 
obliged  to  rifK  their  popularity  to  avoid   ruin ; 
and,  notwithflanding  the  clamors  and  malicious 
infmuations  of  the   court  party,  not  only  difre- 
garded,  an  offer  from  the  King  of  railing  ten 
thoufand   volunteers  for  Ireland,  but  when,  by 
Carte's  Life  ^^^  ^^^-^'^'^^^^n^  drums   werc  beating,  and  men 
of  Ormond,  enliftingi  they  put  an  effeflual  flop  to  the  pro- 
»o{.  '  ^'     ceeding,  by  taking  up  colonel  Hill,  and  other 
officers,  for  eno-ao-ino-  in  a  bufinefs  of  that  im- 
portance  v/ithout  their  advice  and  confent.     The 
great  reputation  they  had  gained  by  their  public- 
Ipiriced  meafures,  joined  to   the  good  fenfe   of 
the  age,  faved  them  from  odium  :  Their   party 
was  fuccefsful  in  giving  the  people   proper  no- 
tions on  the  fubjed;  the  petition  from  the  citi^ 
zens  of  London,  exprefsly   declaring.  That  the 
Irifh  Papifts  would  never  be  fubdued  by  volun- 
teers *.     T  he  bbftinacy  of  the  Lords  in   regard 
to  the  Scotch  treaty,  and   their  not  paffing  the 
prefling  a6l,  difabled  the  Commons  from  fupply- 
ing  farther  aid  to  Ireland  than  the  twenty   thou- 
fand pounds  fet  over  on  the  iirft  commencement 
of  the  infurredlion,  two  or  three  regiments    of , 
foot,  and  feme  arms  and   ammunition.     They 
at  lad:  prevailed  Vv'ith  the  upper  houfe  to  agree  to 
the  fending  over  two    thoufand   five    hundred 
Scots,  till  the  treaty  for  the  ten  thoufand  fhould 
^apm,        be  concluded.     The  King  delayed  the  bufmefs- 
7i^,&'kq.  for  fomiC  time,  by  objecting  to  one  of  the  con- 
ditions propofed,  viz.    That  Carricfergus,    the 
mod  confiderable  fea-port  town  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  lliould  be  put  into  their  hands ;  this,  on 
the  fpecious  pretence,  that  it  would  be  too  great 
a  trud  for  auxiliary    forces.     The   Commons, 

*  Meaning  that  an  army  raifed  by  the  King  would  never 
fubduethofe  whom  he.wilhed  not  to  fubdue. 

wha 
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who  thought  the  forts  of  that  kingdom  much  ^^no  1%^* 
fafer  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  than  in  thofe  of 
an  army  devoted  to  the  King,  immediately 
clofed  in  with  the  propofal;  and,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  contrary  to  previous  refolutions,  gave 
way  to  the  Scots  being  entirely  governed  by  their 
own  commanders,  who  were  not  to  be  fubjedt  to 
the  flate  of  Ireland,  but  only  anfwerable  to  the 
King  and  parliament  of  England  *, 

Charles,  finding  himfelf  prefTed  by  the  Com- 
mons and  by  the  Scots,  who  reprefented  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  jQiewing  a  very  ungracious  dif- 
trufl  in  his  own  fubjects  and  countrymen  not 
to  place  the  fame  confidence  in  them  as  the  par- 
liament of  England  were  inclined  to  do,  and 
not  daring,  in  his  prcfent  fituation,  to  incur  the 
odium  of  putting  a  total  ftop  to  the  relief  of 
Ireland,  gave  at  length  an  unwilling  afTent, 

But  whilft  every  part  of  the  King's  condu6c  Affairs  ot 
manifeflly  tended  to  an  open  breach  with  the  ^'■^^^'^'^• 
parliament,  and,  confirming  thofe  jealoufies 
which  had  been  long  entertained  of  him,  created 
invincible  obfcacles  to  the  fending  from  England 
any  powerful  aid  to  Ireland,  that  rebellion  be- 
came formidable  by  the  entire  union  of  the  large 
body  of  Irifh  Papifls.  The  rebels,  after  having 
made  themfelves  m.ailers  of  mofl  of  the  ftrong 
places  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  marched  up  to- 
wards Dublin,  laying  fiege  to  Drogheda,  a  place 
of  importance,  on  account  of  it  neighborhood 
to  the  capital.     It  would  be  tedious,  in  a  narra- 

*  The  King's  intention  being  by  this  time  pretty  obvi- 
ous, it  was  the  bufraels  of  the  Commons  to  prevent  the 
forces  fent  into  Ireland  fronn.  being  fubje6l  to  the  ilate  of 
that  kingdom  ;  its  prefent  head-officers,  though  well-afteft- 
ed  men,  being  liable  to  be  changed  at  the  King's  pleafure, 
and  others  devoted  to  his  fchemes  put  in  their  places. 
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Acno  1642.  tive  of  this  general  kind,  to  give  the  hillory  of 
particular  fieges  and  battles  :  it  is  fufficient  to 
fay,  that  the  Englifh  garrifon,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Henry  Tichburn,  a  valiant  and 
judicious  officer,  maintained  this  town,  though 
its  walls  of  defence  were  in  an  old  and  crazy 
condition,  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  rebels, 
famine  within,  and  the  difafFe(51:ion  of  the  Papifl 
inhabitants,  by  whofe  intrigues  part  of  the  rebel 
army  were  more  than  once  introduced  into  the 
town.  The  vicinity  of  thefe  forces,  with  the 
unlucky  defeat  of  fome  troops  which  were  fent 
from  Dublin  to  the  relief  of  Drogheda-,  the  ap- 
parent evil  intentions  of  the  Englifh  Papifts  of 
the  pale  ;  fome  political  reafons  arifing  from  the 
fufpicious  inclinations  of  the  old  army,  which 
had  been  raifed  and  difciplined  by  Strafford; 
the  known  malignity  of  fome  of  the  officers  in 
high  command,  of  Ormond  in  particular;  occa- 
fioned  the  juftices  to  keep  on  the  defenfive,  till 
the  arrival  of  fuccors  daily  expeded  from  the 
,  Englifh  parliament. 
Hift.  ofthe  The  tumultuous  refort  of  Papifls  to  the  city 
lii^^oi:''^^  Dublin,  many  of  them  , by  their  fpeeches 
1724.  p.  49J  difcovering  their  ill  affe6lions  to  the  Proteflants, 
^^'^^-  occafioned  the  government  to  iiTue  out  a  pro- 
clamation for  the  difcovery  and  removal  of  fuch 
as  fhould  come  to  and  continue  in  the  city, 
without  juil  or  ncceffary  caufe.  To  prevent 
the  exceeding  fpreading  of  rapine  and  murder, 
a  proclamation  was  iffued  out,  in  favor  of  the 
poorer  fort  of  people  in  the  counties  of  Meath, 
¥/eil-Meath,  Louth,  and  Longford,  who  had 
been  drawn  in  to  pillage  their  Englifh  neigh- 
bors, by  the  fuccefs  of  the  firfl  confpirators, 
and  the  example  and  folicitations  of  their  chiefs. 
To  all  of  thefe  who  were  not  guilty  of  blood, 

promife 


CHARLES      I.  205 

promife  was  made,  on  terms  of  fubmilTion  and  Anno  1641, 
reftitution,  that  no  farther  profecution  Ihould  be 
held  againft  them :    To  the  remonftrance  like- 
wife  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cavan, 
a  civil  anfwer  of  readinefs  to  redrefs  juft  griev- 
ances was  returned,  provided  farther  acls  of  ra- 
pine and  violence  were  forborn,    and  the  goods 
of  the  Englilh  reftored.     The   remonftrance  it- 
felf  was  tranfmitted  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  King.  Whilft  the  juftices  endea- 
vored in  vain  to  difunite  from  the  Irifh  chieftains 
their  followers,  they  took  meafures  to  conciliate, 
if  pofiible,  the  affedions  of  the  Englilh  of  the 
pale.     In  their  proclamation,    published  imme- 
diately on  the  difcovery  of  the  confpiracy,  they 
had  made  ufe  of  the  words  Irifh  Papifts ;    this 
being  captioufly  excepted  againlt,  as  too  general 
an  expreffion,    another  proclamation  was  imme- 
diately fet  forth,    explaining  the  meaning  of  the 
former ;  that  they  did  not  intend  any  of  the  old 
Englilh  of  the  pale,    or  any  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  being  well  afTured  of  their  fidelities  to 
the  crown,    and  having  had  experience  of  the  ' 
good  affedtion  and  fervices  of  their  anceftors,  in 
former  times  of  danger  *.  It  was  not  with  words  Boriafe, 
only  the  juftices  endeavored  to  allay  the  malice  ^•"' 
of  this  body;    they  ventured  on  the  dangerous  Tempie,' 
expedients  of  trufting  them  with  arms,  and  the  ^'  ^^'  ^^' 
granting  commiflions  to  the  perfons  of  chief  qua-  ^°^'^^«' 
iity  among  them,    to  raife  and  command  forces, 
to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  feveral  counties, 
with  a  power  to  execute  martial  law. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland,  after  they  had  ex-  Carte.voi.i. 
ecuted  all  the  bufmefs  which  affeded  the  interior  p-  "^* 

Si  feq. 

*  The  proclamation  likewife  enjoined  all  the  fubjeds, 
whether  Proteftants  or  Papifts,  to  forbear  all  upbraidings  in 
matters  of  religion.    Boriafe y  p.  23. 
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^hho  1642.  government  of  the  kingdom,-  adjourned  tiii  th« 
ninth  of  November,  in  expectation  of  the  return  of 
their  committees  with  the  promifed  graces.  The  in- 
furre£lion,  v/ith  the  attempt  on  the  caille  of  Du- 
blin, happening  before  this  period,  the  lords  ju- 
ftices,  fearing  the  concourfe  of  ftrangers,  who 
would  flock  to  the  capital  on  this  occafion,  would 
afford  to  the  difaffeded  an  opportunity  to  machi- 
nate new  plots,  by  proclamation  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  February* 
This  was  an  unexpected  interruption  to  the  de- 
figns  of  the  pale  j  their  lawyers  difputed  the  le- 
gality of  fuch  a  prorogation,  and  declared  that, 
unlefs  the  houfes  met  on  the  day  to  which  they 
were  adjourned,  the  parliament  would  be  dilTolv- 
ed*  The  juftices,  not  caring  to  adt  doubtfully 
when  a  point  of  law  was  in  queilion,  gave  way  to 
the  meeting;  when,  without  entering  into  bull- 
tiefs,  the  two  houfes  adjourned  till  the  fixteenth* 
There  was  not  wanting  a  faction  in  the  council 
who  difapproved  the  prorogation.  The  jufiices 
and  their  party  urged  the  danger  of  bringing  a 
number  of  ftrangers  to  the  city  ;  that  ieveral  of 
the  Proteftant  members  were  difperfed,  or  fhut 
-  up,  or  employed  ;  that  they  could  riot  repa^ir  to 
the  meeting  ;  that  therefore  the  Roman-catholics 
v/ould  be  fuperior  in  number,  and  carry  things 
according  to  their  own  humor.  The  majority  of 
the  council  adhered  to  the  prorogation ;  but,  to 
avoid  giving  unneceiTary  offence,  the  a6live  Fop- 
ifh.  members,  who  had  been  the  moft  tenacious 
on  this  occafion,  were  told,  that  though  the  coun- 
cil could  not  abfolutely  remove  the  prorogationj 
they  would  limit  it  to  a  ffiorter  time  :  That  the 
parliament  fliould  have  leave  to  fit  one  day,  if 
they  would  make  a  proteitation  againfl  the  rebels : 
That,  if  they  pleafed,  they  fhould  have  liberty 

to 
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to  depute  fome  of  their  members  to  treat  wkk  Anno  1642M 
the  rebels  about  laying  down  arms  ;  and  that  the 
council  would  be  ready  to  receive  whatever  griev- 
ances they  had  to  complain  of,  and  traofmit  diem 
to  his  n^ajefty,  for  a  fpeedy  redrefs. 

When  the  two  houies  met,  they  took  into  im- 
imediat€  conGd<eration  the  ilate  of  the  nation, 
and  the  framing  a  proteftation  againft  the  infur- 
gents ;  but,  -notwithftanding  the  committee  juft 
returned  out  of  England,  and  others  of  the  Popifb 
party,  not  only  arraigned  the  expediency  of  the 
prorogation  as  an  obii:ru(5lion  of  the  graces  tkcf 
had  obtained  *  of  the  King,  but  as  a  deeper  in- 
jury done  to  the  kingdom,  in  preventing  them 
from  exprelTing  their  loyal  affedions,  and  fhewing 
their  defires  to  quell  fo  dangerous  a  rebellion,  they 
could  not  be  perfuaded  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  Tempfa, 
to  ftyle  thefe  deteflabk  mafTacrifts  by  fo  rough  an  ^*  }^f 
appellation  as  that  of  Rebels,  but  called  them  dif- 
contented  gentlemen,  ufmg  much  artifice  to  var*^ 
niih  over  the  moil  fiagitious,  bloody,  and  violent 
of  their  acts  •,  fearing,  it  was  thought,  tha^  if  they 
cloathed  their  fentiments  with  a  high  degree  of 
hypocrify,  it  might  move  the  rebels^  not  difco- 
vering  their  reafons,  to  recriminate  j  and  (hew 
that  they  were  clandeftinely  involved  in  the  plot-f . 

*  They  had  obtained  every  thing  they  had  afeed  of  the 
King  ;  they  came  laden  with  bills  for  the  graces,  and  order 
for  others  to  be  immediately  tranfmitted  by  the  ftate,  to  be 
palTed  in  form  in  the  privy-couneil  of  England. 

f  Dr.  Maxwell  tefiiiied,  on  his  examination,  that  he  heard 
Sir  Phelim  O'Neale,  in  a  large  company  fay.  That  if  th^e 
Popiih  lords  and  gentlemen  would  not  rife,  but  leave  him  in 
the  lurch,  he  would  produce  his  warrant,  iigned  with  their 
hands,  and  written  with  their  own  blood,  which  Ihould  bring 
them  to  the  gallows  The  wife  of  Philip  O'Reily  complained 
of  the  tardinefs  of  the  Engliih  of  the  pale,  and  faid,  that  the 
mere  Irifh,  if  thefe  had  not  fet  them  on,  would  not  have  be- 
gan fo  troublefome  a  work.    Patrick  O'Bryau  affirmed,  upon 
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Anno  164a.  Xhis  condud  occafioned  a  Proteilant  member  to 

Oath,  that  all  the  nobles  in  the  kingdom,  who  were  Papills, 
had  a  hand  in  the  plot.  By  the  evidence  of  Francis  Sacheverel* 
Efq.  it  appears,  that  four  feveral  Irifh  Popifh  priefts  fhould 
atteft.  That  the  priefts,  Jefuits,  and  friars  ofElngland,  Ireland, 
Spain,  and  other  countries,  were  the  contrivers  and  projec- 
tors of  the  rebellion  :  That  they  expreffed  their  hopes  of 
being  able  to  fubdue  the  Englilh  government  in  Ireland,  and 
then  to  conquer  England.     By  lord  Macguire's  evidence,  it 
was  propofed  to  the  chief  gentlemen  of  Ulfter,  at  the  time 
Mr.  John  Bellew  came  out  of  England,   with  a  commiffion 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Irilh  parliament.     Roger  More, 
who  among  thofe  ruffians  was  counted  a  man  of  honor,  and 
who  was  allied  to  many  families  of  the  Englilh  pale,  told  the 
Irifh,  that  when  they  had  once  rofe,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
pale  would  not  ftay  long  after  ;  at  leaft  they  would   not  op- 
pofe  them  :  moreover,   he  had  fpoken  to  the  lord  Mayo,  a 
great  man  among  them,  of  powerful  command  in  the  parts 
of  Connaught,  who  would  not  fail  to  appear  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, and  be  feen  in  the  ail.     Sir  James  Dillon,  and  o- 
ther  gentlemen  of  the  pale,  promifed  to  appear   after  the 
taking  the  caftle  of  Dublin.     Macmahon  confelTes,  in  his 
evidence,  that  all  the  chief  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  king- 
dom were  engaged  in  the   plot ;    and  particularly  all    the 
Popilh  party,  in  the  committee  fent  into  England,    and   in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  knew  of  it.     William  Fitz-Ge* 
raid  affirmed,  That  Sir  Phelim  C'Nealetold  him,  that  what 
he  did  was  by  direflion  and  confent  of  the  prime  nobility 
and  gentry  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  that  what  he  did  iri 
the  northern  parts  was  executed  in  Dublin,  and  in  all  other 
forts  and  towns  throughout  Ireland,    as  being  a  courfe  re* 
folved  upon  among  the  lords  and  gentry,    for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  majefty's  prerogatives,  their  own   religion  and 
liberties,  againft  the  Puritan  faftion  in  England.     Both  co- 
lonel Read,  and  the  lord  Macguire,  teflified,  that  Gorman- 
ftone  knew  of  the  plot  whilft  he  was  in  England  ;  the  latter* 
affirming,  that  he  was  told  by  colonel  Plunket,  that  he  had 
told  both  Gormanftone,  and  others  of  the  Iriih  committee, 
of  it ;  and  that  they  approved  it.     The  Popifti  lawyers,    in 
the  feffions  which  immediately  preceded   the  breaking  out 
of  the  infurredlion,  declared  the  following  propoiitions  to 
be   the  law  of  the  land,  viz.     That   being  killed  in  re- 
bellion, though  found  by  matter  of  record,    would  not  in-^ 
cur  the  forfeiture  of  eftates :    That  though  thoufands  flood 
up  in  arms,  making  deftruflion,  and  breaking  the  peace  of 
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obfervc,  that  many  pafTages  in  the  afTcmbly  were  ^nno  164a 
too  like  Cataline's  in  the  fenate  ;  that  as  to  any 
thins:  which  might  foften  the  rebels,  he  conceived 
they  were  hardened  with  fo  much  villainy,  that 
they  efteemed  all  things  juftifiable  which  were  at- 
tainable ;  and  therefore  it  was  fit  that  that  houfe 
fhould  a6t  as  if  they  were  fenfible  of  the  cruelties 
they  had  committed,  and  trufl  to  God  to  vindi- 
cate his  and  his  peoples'  caufe.  The  proclamation 
had  occafioned  a  thinnefs  in  both  houfes,  by  pre- 
venting the  members  of  the  diilant  counties  from 
coming  up.  In  the  houfe  of  Lords  there  were 
but  few  of  the  Popifh  party  and  but  one  bifhop  ; 
therefore  the  majority  contefted  fo  ftrongly  the 
cold  proteftation  which  had  been  fent  up  by  the 
lower  houfe,  that  they  were  obliged  to  compro- 
mife  the  matter,  and  alter  their  ftyle  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  that  fundry  ill-affeded  perfons  had  rebelliouf- 
ly  and  traitoroufly  raifed  arms.  The  two  houfes 
joined  in  an  ordinance,  empowering  a  com.mittee 
£0  confer  with  the  northern  rebels,  touching  the 

the  kingdom,  yet,  if  they  profeiTed  not  to  rife  againft  the 
King,  it  was  not  rebellion  :  That  if  a  man  was  outlawed  for 
treafon,  and  his  land  thereby  veiled  in  the  crown,  or  given 
away  by  the  King,  his  heir  might  reverfe  the  outlawry,  and 
recover  his  anceftor's  eftate.  Whilil:  thefe  men  cloathed  their 
pretenfions  with  the  language  of  patriotifm,  the  well-meaning 
Prbteftant  members  not  only  heard  them  with  applaufe,  bat 
joined  with  them  in  the  profecution  of  thofe  officers  of  flate, 
who  had  flretched  the  prerogative  beyond  its  legal  limits. 
On  pretence  that  the  earl  of  Strafford's  fervants,  in  revenge 
of  their  mailer's  death,  intended  a  mifchief  to  the  parliament, 
fome  of  the  Popifh  members,  in  this  fame  feffion,  previous  to 
the  mafTacre,  moved  the  houfe,  and  obtained  orders  for  the 
fearching  the  King*s  flores  for  powder  and  arms  :  The  com- 
mittee appointed  for  this  office  moved  the  juftice?,  that  they 
might  be  admitted  to  fee  the  magazines  of  powder  and  arms 
lodged  in  and  about  the  callle  :  This  ftrange  requell  was 
refufed  by  the  juftices.  Temple,  4to  ed.  1724,  p,  6 1,  ^  Jf^* 
Borlafe,  p.  12.  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  161,  k^  Je^, 
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Anno  1642.  caufe  of  their  difcontent ;  and  continued  to  fit 
two  days,  earneilly  prefling  the  Hate  to  allow  them 
a  longer  fefiion.  The  juftices  denied  this  requeft ; 
but  complied  fo  far  with  their  defires,  as  to  Ihor- 
ten  the  prorogation  to  January  the  eleventh. 
They  pafled  an  ordinance,  empowering  the  jufti- 
ces to  raife  and  arm  the  pofle  of  what  counties 
Temple,  they  thought  fit.  The  lord  Dillon  of  Coftelough, 
p.72,&  eq.  ^^^^  ^£  ^^^  committee  which  had  been  fent  into 
Boriafe,  England,  and  who,  it  was  luppofed,  was  privy  to 
^*  ^^'  the  commifiion  for  the  rifmg  of  the  Irilh,  having 
been  difpatched  by  the  queen  to  the  King  in  Scot- 
land, was  appointed  by  the  lords  to  return  thither 
with  a  representation  to  the  King,  concerning  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom.  In  his  more  private  in- 
llrudlions  he  was  ordered  to  negociate  the  ftaying 
of  forces  which  fhould  be  fent  out  of  England  -, 
that  the  government  fhould  be  put  entirely  into 
the  earl  of  Ormond's  hands  -,  that  the  parliament 
fhould  remove  fuch  officers  of  ftate  as  they  thought 
fit,    and   recommend   natives   to  their  place  ■^. 

*  The  demands,  comprifed  In  all  the  feveral  remonftrances 
which  were  fent  up  by  the  Papifls,  were  of  the  fallowing  kind  : 
Reftoration  of  the  public  profeifion  of  the  Romilh  religion, 
bifhoprics,  deaneries,  friaries,  nunneries,  all  other  fpiritual 
promotions,  and  impropriation  of  tithes  ;  Reftitution  of  all 
the  plantation-lands  to  the  old  inhabitants,  with  the  full  fe- 
curity  of  their  eftates  by  ad  of  parliament.  With  thefe  ex- 
orbitant requefts  were  others  of  a  more  rational  nature  : 
That  the  parliament  of  Ireland  fhould  be  declared  indepen- 
dant  of  the  parliament  of  England ;  and  that  it  had  in  itfelf  a 
fupreme  juiifdiftion  as  abfolute  as  that  of  England  ;  That 
Poyning's  ad  fhould  be  repealed ;  That,  as  in  England 
there  had  pafled  an  ad  for  triennial  parliaments,  foin  Ireland 
there  fhould  pafs  one  for  fexennial  parliaments :  That  there 
fhould  be  a  militia  eftablifhed :  That  the  offices  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  command  of  the  militia,  fhould  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  natives  ;  That  monopolies  fhould  be  taken 
away  by  ad  of  parliament :  That  new  corporations,  which 
had  not  the  face  of  corporate  towns,  and  had  been  only  cre- 
ated 
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With  this  nobleman  embarked  the  lord  TaafFe,  Anno  1643^ 
who  had  prefented  to  the  council  a  letter  from  the 
rebels  at  Longford,  in  the  nature  of  a  remon- 
llrance  ;  defiring,  among  other  demands,  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  a  repeal  of  all  laws 
to  the  contrary. 

When  the  parliament  of  Rngland  heard  of^^pin.voi. 
thefe  tranfadlions,  they  declared  they  would  never     '  ^'  "^''•* 
confent  to  any  toleration  of  the  Popilh  religion  in 
Ireland,  or  any  other  of  his  majeily's  dominions. 
Accordinor  to  a  vote  in  parliament,  paiTed  No- i^"*""^^'*^^ 

I  1  I'll  r  •         1        1  Commons, 

vember  the  twenty-third^  they  leized   the   two  vol.  11.  p. 
peers,  and  took  pofTefTion  of  their  papers  :  thefe  ^^^' 

ated  to  give  voices  in  pailiament,  Ihould  be  di/Tolved  ;  That 
the  King  fhould  releafe  all  tenures  z«  capite,  and  by  knights 
fervice,  in  confideration  of  a  fettled  revenue  :  And  that  the 
exportation  of  native  commodities  ihould  be  free.  Thefe  ar- 
ticles, relating  to  the  interior  government  and  trade  of  Ireland, 
mud  be  confelfed,  by  every  unprejudiced  mind,  to  be  found- 
ed on  the  common  rights  of  all  mankind  ;  therefore,  had  they 
not  been  introduced  by  a  prelude  of  fuch  atrocious  afts  of  vio- 
lence as  declared  the  aftors  unworthy  to  partake  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  civil  community,  ought  to  have  been  granted  by 
the  Britifti  legiflature.  Such  immunities,  with  an  union  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  would  in  all  probability  have 
followed  the  eftablifhment  of  the  graces,  had  the  Papills  of 
Ireland,  in  (lead  of  flying  out  againft  the  patrons  of  Liberty, 
lent  them  their  afliftance  towards  eftablilhing  a  perfect  {y^zisx 
of  Freedom  in  all  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

As  it  has  been  elfwhere  obferved,  the  Proteftant  members 
of  the  Irifh  parliament  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  Papifts  in 
all  propofals  tending  to  eftablifti  the  freedom  of  the  Irifti  con- 
ftitution :  On  the  article  of  the  Englifh  parliament's  encroach- 
ing on  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  the  Papifts  acquiefced, 
whilft  they  found  it  their  intereft  to  keep  well  with  the  po- 
pular party  in  England :  On  a  member  of  the  Irifh  parliament 
being  called  before  the  Englifh  fenate,  and  addreiling  them- 
felves  to  their  own  parliament,  to  defend  them  and  their  pri- 
vileges, he  was  oppofed  by  a  Papirt,  who,  reprefcnted,  that 
the  houfe  would  do  Well  not  to  take  notice  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  left  variance  fhould  arife  between  the  two  parliaments, 
Sffw/Zf,  p.  73,  ^  feci. 

P  2  having 
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Anno  164a.  having  made  their  efcape,  with  one  Thomas 
Burke,  a  brother  of  the  lord  Cianrickard,  who 
came  over  much  about  the  fame  time,  and  on 
the  fame  errand,  retired  to  York,  and  conftantly 
followed  the  court,  to  negociate  the  affairs  of 
their  countrymen. 

The  lords  of  the  pale,  now  finding  them- 
felves,  by  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament  at 
this  critical  time,  prevented  from  taking  the 
management  of  affairs  entirely  into  their  hands, 
according  to  the  promife  they  had  made  to  the 
queen,  began  openly  to  avow  their  hitherto-con- 
cealed fentiments.  The  defeat  of  the  Engliih, 
at  St.  Julian's  town-bridge,  near  Drogheda,  fur- 
nifhed  the  rebels  with  arms  and  reputation  : 
their  number  encreafed  fo  exceedingly,  tha? 
their  forces  about  Drogheda,  and  between  this 
town  and  Dublin,  amounted  to  twenty  thoufand 
^°'&^f<!  ^*  n^c"-  Encouraged  by  this  unexpected  fuccefs, 
Temple,  p.  thc  Englifh  of  the  pale,  on  the  authority  of  a 
J39>&%-  warrant  iffued  from  the  lord  Gormanftone,  had 
,a  general  meeting  on  the  hill  of  Crofly,  in  the 
county  of  Meath ;  to  this  affembly  there  came 
a  deputation  from  the  rebel  army,  viz.  Roger* 
More,  Hugh  Byrn,  &c.  The  lord  Gorman- 
Hone,  and  other  lords  of  the  pale,  rode  to  meet 
them,  and  afked  them  their  reafons  for  coming 
armed  into  the  pale.  Roger  More,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  company,  returned  anfwer,  That  the  ground 
of  their  coming,  and  of  their  taking  up  arms, 
was  the  freedom  and  liberties  of  their  confciences, 
the  King's  prerogative,  in  which  they  underflood 
he  was  abridged,  and  the  freedom  of  the  Irifh 
fubjed:.  The  lord  Gormanftone,  after  afking 
them  a  few  more  queftions  to  the  fame  purport, 
told  them,  that,  as  thefe  were  their  true  ends, 
the  pale  would  join  them.  This  farce  was  con- 
cluded 
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eluded  with  a  proclamation,    that  whofoever  re-  ^^'^^  '^42. 
fufed  to  unite  with,    or  alTifl:  their  joint  forces, 
fhould   be  accounted  an  enemy,    whofe  deftruc- 
tion  they  would  labour  to  the   utmoft  of  their 
power. 

When  thefe  proceedings  were  made  known  to 
thejuftices,  they  fent  a  letter  to  thofe  nobility 
of  the  pale  who  were  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Dublin,  demanding  their  afliflance  at  a  confer* 
ence  concerning  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  king- 
.dom.     The  firft  meeting  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try of  the  pale  was  immediately  followed  by  an- 
other at  the  hill  of  Taragh,  from  which  place  a 
letter  of  refufal  was  fent  to  thejuftices,    on  pre- 
tence that  the  Popifh  nobility  and  gentry  could 
not  with  fafety  attend  the  council-board,  having 
been  informed  that  Sir  Charles  Coote  had  drop- 
ped hints  tending  to  a  refolution  to  execute  on 
all  thofe  of  their  religion  a  general  maffacre.    In 
anfwer   to   this  ridiculous  charge,    the  council 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  giving  them  affurance 
of  fafety,  if  they  would  repair  to  Dublin  :  tefti-r 
fying  withal,    that  they  never  heard  any  fpeech 
tending  to  fuch  a  purpofe ;    nor  was  it  even  in 
their  thoughts  to  diflionor  the  government  by  fo 
odious,  impious,    and  deteftable  an  adlion.     A  Temple, 
party  headed  by  the  fon  of  vifcount  Netterville,  f^e^^  feV 
who  had  met  in  arms  at  Swoords,  refufed  obe- 
dience to  a  warrant  from  the  ftate,  charging  them 
to  feparate ;  and  threatened  to  encamp  at  Clan- 
tarf,  a  village  ftanding  on   the  harbor  of  Dub- 
lin.    Some  of  their   followers  feized  on  a  bark 
lying  there,  and  carried  off  all  the  commodities 
they  found  in  her.     On  this  the  Lords-juftices 
fent   out  a  party  of  horfe  and  foot,  to  prevent 
any  large  body  of  the  rebels  lodging  at  Clan- 
tarf,  and  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the  few 

P  3  fmail 
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Anno  164*.  fmall  vefTels  which  lay  in  the  harbor.     The  Irifh 
Papifts  of  Englifh  extradion,    having  thus  fully 
pubhllied  their  intentions,  proceeded  to  put  the 
whole  circuit  of  the  pale  into'  a  pofture  of  war. 
The  lord  vifcount  Gormanftone  was  declared  ge* 
ntral  of  their  forces,  Hugh  Byrn  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, and   the   earl   of  Fingall  general  of  the 
horfe  ;    thefe  lords  had  power  to  nominate  cap- 
tains and  to   raife  foldiers,  eight  of  whom  were 
to  be  maintained  out  of  a  plough-land,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  :  applotments 
were  made  of  the  proportions  of  corn  and  cat- 
tle to  be  furnifhed  out  of  every  part  for  the  ge- 
neral provifion  of  the  army.     The  befiegers  of 
Drogheda  were  fupplied  with  every  thing  fuit- 
able  to  their  wants-,    the  ways  of  Dublin  v/ere 
blocked  up,  and  the   country-people  forbid  to 
carry  thither  their  corn.  Warrants,  in  a  flrain  of 
high  authority,    were   iiTued   out  by   Gorman- 
Hone  ;  whereby  thofe,    who  had  been  appointed 
to  raife  and  maintain  men,  were  enjoined  to  do  it 
on  pain  of  death.     Overfeers  were  nominated, 
with  powers  to  threfh  out  and  fecure  all  the  corn 
belonging  to  the  Proteflants,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
rebel  army ;    and  thofe  recufant-gentlemen  who 
had  been  appointed  captains  of  companies,  and 
received  arms  for  the  proteftion  of  the  ftate,  all 
revoked  to  the  fervice  of  the  rebels. 

From  this  period,  the  rebellion,  by  a  quick 
progrelTion,  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom,  with  all  thofe  circumflances  of  blood 
and  violence  which  attended  the  firft  infurrec- 
i  rJafe,  tion  ;  the  Irifli  Papifts  of  Englifh  extradlion 
*  •"'*  boafting,  as  a  meritorious  a6l,  that  they  had 
killed  more  Proteftants  in  Fingall,  than  had  been 
killed  in  many  other  counties  *, 

*   Sir  John  Temple  fays,  that  when,  by  the  union  of  the 
Englifii  of  the  pale  with  the  Irifh,    the  rebellion  of  the  Pa- 

pills 
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In  the  firft  order  of  the  parliament  of  Eng-  Anno  1642. 
land,  before  they  had  received  intelligence  of  ^o'l-'fsq!' 
thofe  abominable  cruelties  which  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  rebels,  they  recommended  to  the 
ftate  of  Ireland,  according  to  the  power  of  a 
commiffion  obtained  of  the  King,  to  beftow  a 
pardon  on  all  fuch  as  within  a  convenient  time 
fhould  return  to  obedience.  Notwithftanding 
this  manifeflation  of  the  fairnefs  of  their  inten- 
tions ;  notwithftanding  the  afTifiance  they  had 
given  to  the  Iriih  parliament,  to  redrefs  all  the 
juft  grievances  of  the  kingdom  •,  the  rebels  pre- 
tended that  they  lay  under  the  neceffity  to  take 
up  arms,  for  the  defence  of  their  property,  lives, 
and  religion,  the  Puritan  party  in  the  Englifh 
parliament  having  threatened  them  with  a  gene- 
ral extirpation  ;  grounding  this  affertion  on  the 
report  of  a  few  idle  fpeeches,  fpoken  by  indivi- 
duals,   many  of  which  were  without  ground  *. 

pifts  became  general,  with  one  voice  they  feunded  forth  from 
all  the  provinces  of  Ireland  the  fame  language,  they  ufed  the 
fame  remonftrances,  made  the  fame  pretences  for  their  jufli- 
fication,  and  followed  the  fame  courfe,  firft  in  ftripping, 
then  baniftiing  and  murdering  the  Britilh  Proteftants.  Tern* 
pie,  4to  ed.  p.  66,  ^  feq. 

*  Sir  William  Parfons  and  Sir  Adam  Lofius  had  declared 
it  was  faid,  that  ten  thoufand  Scots  were  to  arrive  in  Ireland 
to  force  the  Papifts  to  change  their  religion.  Wagers  had 
been  laid,  at  the  general  aifize,  that  within  one  year  not 
one  Catholic  ihould  be  feen  in  Ireland  :  It  was  commonly 
reported,  that  the  parliament  of  England  had  a  plot  to 
bring  all  the  Papifts  to  church,  or  extirpate  them  the  king- 
dom. Thefe  are  the  frivolous  grounds  on  which  the  Papifts, 
in  a  remonftrance  to  the  King,  pretended  to  juftify  their  fla- 
gitious condudl.  It  was  formally  contradicted  by  the  ftate, 
that  fudh  words  were  ever  fpoken  by  Sir  William  Parfons 
and  Sir  Adam  Loftus  ;  nor  could  the  truth  of  fuch  a  de- 
claration, if  there  ever  had  been  any  fuch,  gain  belief  a- 
mong  the  Irilh  Papifts ;  for  they  fondly  imagined,  that  the 
King's  conceflions  had  gained  fo  far  on  the  Scots,  as  to  at- 
tach them  entirely  to  his  and  their  joint  interefts ;    and  fo 

P  4  fondly 
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Annoi64z.  Nothing  could  be  more  weak  than  the  flagitious 
condu6t  of  the  Englifh  of  the  pale,  a  conduct 
by  which  they  united  themfelves  to  a  parcel  of 
maiecontents  with  whom  they  had  always  been 
at  variance,  on  motives  of  intereft  and  national 
prejudices;  men,  whofe  anceflors  having  forfeit- 
ed by  rebellion  thofe  ellates  which  the  Engliih  of 
the  pale  enjoyed,  did  not  regard  themfelves  as 
benefited  by  the  immunities  which  the  kingdom 
was  on  the  point  of  attaining,  and  which  no- 
thing but  fo  general  a  rebellion  could  probably 
have  prevented.  The  abfurdity  of  their  con- 
du(5l  was  fo  obvious  to  thefe  Irifh  defperadoes, 
who  Hill  retained  their  antient  animofity  againft 
men  whom  they  regarded  as  invaders  of  their 
rights,  that  with  many  infulting  feoffs  they  up- 
braided them  with  their  folly,  faying  publickly, 
*'  We  have  now  put  a  trick  upon  the  old  Eng- 
iilh  of  the  pale,  for  all  the  old  tricks  they  have 

fondly  perfuaded  were  the  Irlfli  Papifts  of  this  opinion,  that 
when,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  Hate  of  England,  they  were 
invaded  by  the  Scots,  they  regarded  this  people  as  friends, 
till,  by  their  adls  of  hoflilities,  they  convinced  them  that 
they  camejn  a  contrary  charafler.  The  Ilory  of  the  wager 
had  its  rife  from  the  following  innocent  joke :  A  Papiil 
having  aflerted,  at  the  fheriif's  table,  that  he  would  never 
go  to  church,  he  was  merrily  anfwered  by  a  Proteftant,  "  i 
will  give  you  five  pounds  ;  and  you  ihall  give  me  fifty  for 
it,  if  you  come  not  to  church  within  this  time  twelve-month." 
For  the  report  concerning  the  parliament  of  England,  it 
mufl  be  regarded  by  the  men  of  knowledge  among  the  Irifli 
Papifts  to  be  groundlefs,  the  mere  creature  of  fedition, 
fince,  though  the  Englifh  parliament  had  fhewn  a  well- 
founded  jealoufy  of  the  Englifh  Papifts,  thefe  having  ever 
difiinguifhed  themfelves  as  the  tools  of  power,  they  had 
afled  in  a  cordial,  friendly  manner  by  the  Irilh  Papifrs, 
whilft  this  body  pretended  to  conduft  themfelves  on  the  prin- 
ples  of  Liberty;  and  had  affiiled  their  agents  in  every  laud- 
able attempt  they  had  made  to  vindicate  their  freedom. 
Rujknfjorthi  vol.  IV.  p.  385,  ^  J'et^, 

put 


C    H    A    R    L    E    S      I.  217 

put  upon  us."  They  would  likewife  threaten  Anno  1643, 
them  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Do  you  think, 
if  we  were  rid  of  the  Englifh,  that  we  would 
fpare  you  ?  No.  Though  we  make  ufe  of  you 
at  prefent,  we  would  cut  all  your  throats  ;  for 
you  are  all  of  one  race  with  the  other  Englifh  *." 
Powerful  muft  be  that  influence  which  could 
unite  two  bodies  of  men,  whofe  anceftors,  till  the 
plantation  of  the  new  Englifh  and  Scots  in  Ul- 
iler,  had,  for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  years, 
harraffed  one  another  with  incurfions  and  depre- 
dations. It  is  to  be  gathered  from  circumilances, 
that  when  the  infernal  plot  of  the  Irifh  infurrec- 
tion  was  machinated  at  Whitehall,  it  was  there 
agreed,  that  the  old  Irifh,  having  little  or  no  pro- 
perty to  lofe,  would  be  more  forward  to  begin 
the  fcene  of  confufion ;  that  the  Irifh  Papifls  of 
EngliHi  extraction,  having  in  former  times  adted 
fuccefsfully  and  powerfully  againfl  the  northern 
Irifh,  would  be  trufled  with  the  bufmefs  of  their 
redudlion;  that,  by  a  majority  in  parliament, 
which  mufl  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the  re- 
bellion f,  they  would  procure  to  themfelves  and 
thofe  Proteftants  who  were  devoted  to  the  King, 
the  management  of  all  affairs,  both  civil  and  mi* 

*  It  is  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  pale  continually 
lamented  their  misfortune,  in  being  joined  to  people  who 
liad  ever  been  their  enemies  ;  That  it  was  the  prafliije  of 
the  old  Irifh  to  fteal  their  horfes,  and  bring  them  back  for 
premiums,  which  had  been  offered  for  finding  them  :  That 
they  would  be  continually  ceffing  foldiers  on  them,  and  take 
every  opportunity  to  defraud  and  opprefs  them.  Such  was 
the  inveteracy  of  the  Irifh  priefls  againft  their  own  order  in 
the  pale,  that  th^y  would  not  let  any  of  them  fay  mafs  in- 
their  churches.     Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  257. 

f  Many  of  the  Proteftant  members  were  flain  and  detained 
prifoners,  whilil  every  Popifb  recufant  in  the  kingdom  re- 
tained his  freedom,  and  remained  unmolefted. 

litary ; 
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Anno  1642.  iitary;  and  by  this  means  be  able,  not  only  to 
mafter  the  hot  fpirits  at  Weftminfter,  as  they 
vaunted  to  the  queen,  but  curb  the  too  prefum- 
ing  pretenfions  of  their  natural  enemies  the  old 
Irifh.  Certain  it  is,  that  when,  by  the  caution 
of  the  council  of  Ireland,  they  were  obliged  to 
Carte,  vol.  declare  themfelves  on  conditions  not  equally  ad- 
*  ^*  ^  *'  vantageous  to  their  firft  views,  they  fhewed  fo 
great  a  diftruft  of  their  confederates,  that  they 
employed  agents  to  prevent  their  own  body  from 
eniifting  themfelves  under  Roger  More,  or  any 
of  the  Irifh  commanders. 

As  the  rebels   always  avowed  their  perfonal 
loyalty  to  the  king,    and  that  their  quarrel  lay 
againil  the  other  parts  of  the  Englifh  legiflature, 
who  had  abridged  his  prerogative,  the  juftices,  to 
exculpate   majeity  from  countenancing  fuch  vil- 
lainy, and  to  prevent,  as  they  exprefs  themfelves, 
the   ignorant   multitude  from  being  feduced  to 
the  rebel  party  under  fuch  an  opinion,  fent  over 
a  proclamation   to  be  immediately  publiihed  by 
the  King  :  Twenty  of  which,   it  would  be  necef- 
fary,    they  faid,    fhould   be  figned  by  his  own 
hand,  and  fealed  with  his  privy-fignet,  to  be  dif- 
perfed  feveral  ways.  No  other  authority,  they  af- 
ferted,  would  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  rebels 
that  it  was   his  ad:.     The  letter,  in  which  the 
King  was  pufhed  fo  home  to  declare  his  difap- 
probation  of  the  condudl  of  the  Irifh  recufants, 
was  directed  to  the  earl  of  Leicelter  the  lord  lieu- 
I      tenant;  therefore  could  be  no  fecret.     This  cir- 
cumflance,  with  that  of  the  houfe  of  Commons 
declaring  at  this  time  that  one  great  obftrudion 
to  the  relief  of  Ireland  was,  that  the  Irifli  had 
not  been  declared  rebels  by  proclamation,  oblig- 
ed the  King  to  ifTue  out  one,  in  which  they  were 
nominated  traitors  and  rebels.     To  the  King's 
I  printer 
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printer  was  fent  an  exprefs  command,  figned  by  ^""^  ^^^* 
Edward  Nicholas,  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  Hate, 
that  forty  and  no  more  fhould  be  printed,  and  R^pi"j 
not  any  of  them  publiihed  till  farther  orders.  283.    '^' 
The  rebels  gave  little  credence  to  the  words  of 
the  proclamation,  declaring  it  v/as  either  coun- 
terfeit   or    forced  unwillingly   from  the  King.  BerMe, 
They  united  themfelves  in  one  body,  under  the  ^' 
fliyle  of  the  Confederate  Roman- catholics  of  Ire- 
land ;  binding  themfelves  to  the  confederacy  by 
an  oath  of  afTociation,    to  maintain  and  defend 
the  public  and  free  exercife  of  the  Popifh  religion 
againft  all  perfons  who  fhould  oppofe  the  fame  •, 
to  bear  faith  and  allegiance  to   the  King  and  his 
heirs  and  fuccefTors ;  to  defend  them  with  their 
life,    power,   and  eflate,    againft  all  thofe  who 
fliould  attempt  any  thing  againft  their  royal  per- 
fons,   eftates,    honors,     and   dignities,    or  v/ho 
Ihould  directly  or  indirectly  endeavor  to  fupprefs 
their  regal  prerogatives. 


C    H    A    P.      IV. 

^^  ordbiance  to  fettle  the  militia^  hy  authority  of 
parliament^  paffes  both  houfes.- — —Refolutions  of 
the  parliament  concerning  putting  the  kingdom  into 

a  pofiure  of  defence. 'Declarations   and  mef- 

fages  pafs  between  the  King  and  parliament, 

^he  parliament  take  meafures  to  fecure  Hull.,  and 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign  troops, — - — 

.  Farther  precautions  of  the  parliament. 'The 

King  offers  to  go  in  per f on  to  Ireland. The 

parliament  declare  againft  the  King's  intention. 

The  King  endeavors  to  fecure  Hull^  but  is  foiled, 

— • — He  declares  Sir  John  Hot  ham  a  traitor. 

The  parliament  juftify  their  governor^  declare  the 

King^s 
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King's  proceedings  to  be  contrary  to  law^  and  take 
jarther  meaftires  to  fecure  the  northern  parts  of 

the  kingdom. Papers  pafs   between  the  King 

and  the  parliament  on  the  bufinefs  of  Hull. 

^he   King  refufes   the  parlia?nenfs  bill  to  fettle 

the  militia. Declarations  en  both  fides. 

^he  King  iffues  cut  a  proclamation  which  the 
parliament  countermands. Nine  'peers  impeach- 
ed by  the  parliament. The  King  levies  forces 

under  the  guife  of  a  guard. T^he  parliament  fi- 

cure  to  themfehes  the  command  of  the  fleets  and 
take  other  meafures  to  prepare  againfl  the  threat^ 

ened  war. Declarations, Littleton  the  lord- 

keeper  leaves  the  parliament .^  and  carries  the  great 
feal  to  the  King. — -^'The  parliament  fend  nineteen 

propofttions  to  the  King^  which  are  reje5led. 

'The  King  difavows  an  intention  of  levying  war  on 
the  parliament.,  yet  takes  meafures  to  put  himfelf 

in  a  military pofture. On  receiving  foreign  f up- 

plies.,  he  declares  war  on  his  oppofers. Endea- 

'vors  in  vain  to  get  the  command  of  the  fleet.- 

Fruitlefs  expedition  againfl  Hull. — - — The  parlia- 
ment pafs  a  vote  for  raijing  an  army  ^  and  prepare 
for  defence. — —They  fend  propofttions  to  the  King 
for  peace.,  which  are  reje5led. — —Goring  the  go- 
vernor of  Portfinouth  declares  for  the  King. 

The  King  publifhes  a  declaration  againfl  the  parli- 
ament., in  which  he  requires  his  fubje^s  to  repair 
to  his  flandard  at  Nottingham. 

Anno  1642.  Y  T  was  at  this  period  the  nation  was  convinced 
J^  of  the  truth  of  thofe  arguments  which  had 
been  urged  by  the  popular  leaders  in  the  debates 
on  pafiing  the  remonftrance,  viz.  That  vigilant 
counfcis  and  vigorous  meafures  v/ere  necefTary  to 
fecure  to  the  public   the  good  laws  which  had 

paiTed 


C    H     A    R    L    E    S      I.  221 

pafifed  this  parliament  *.  There  was  now  no  qnef-  a^^'°  *^4a» 
tion,  that  the  King  intended,  by  the  accufation 
of  the  fix  members,    to  lay  the  ground  for  re- 
fcinding  all  thofe  concelTions  which  had  reformed 
and  limited  his  government ;    that  he  looked  on 
them  as   attained  by  violence,  and  therefore  in- 
valid; and  that  he  was  arming  himfelf  with  pow- 
ers to  put  this  logic  in  pradtice  j.  The  parliament 
being  well  informed  of  the  queen's  tranfadlions 
in  Holland,  of  a  treaty  on  foot  with  the  King  of  An  ordj- 
Denmark,  of  applications  which  had  been  made  JieThe  miiil 
by  the  Papiils  to  the  courts  of  Spain  and  France  tiabyautho- 
%o  furnifh  troops  to  afTiil  the  regal  and  Catholic  ihLentl"*' 
caufe,  began  to  exert  with  vigor  the  full  force  of  p^^"  ^°^^, 
parliamentary  authority  to  preferve  the  civil  and  rsfoiudons 
religious  liberties  of  the  kingdom.     The  feveral  *^°"Ji""the 
commiffions  which  had  been  granted  under  the  kingdom  in- 
great  feal  for  lieutenantcies  of  counties  were  call-  o°  defence! 

*  What  thefe  popular  leaders  particularly  alluded  to,  was 
the  intended  impeachment  of  the  fix  members.  They  had 
intelligence  of  this  defign  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
watch  the  King's  actions  in  Scotland,  who  procured  the  re- 
turn of  the  forged  fubfcription  of  names,  which  had  been  af- 
fixed to  Saville's  invitation.  Thefe  men,  by  their  great  abi« 
lities,  direfted  all  the  movements  of  the  Scots  in  regard  to 
Great  Britain  :  They  were  of  the  committee  to  treat  with  the 
commilfioners  of  that  kingdom,  in  all  aiFairs  which  concern- 
ed the  peace  of  the  two  nations. 

f  On  the  occafion  of  the  King's  paffing  the  bill  for  taking 
away  the  bifhops'  votes  in  parliament.  Clarendon  obferves, 
that  an  opinion  that  the  violence  and  force  ufed  in  procuring 
this  bill  rendered  it  abfolutely  invalid  and  void,  made  the 
conformation  of  it  lefs  confidered,  as  not  being  of  Ilrength  to 
make  that  good  which  was  in  itfelf  null ;  adding  he  doubted 
not  fuch  logic  had  an  influence  upon  other  acts  of  no  lefs 
moment.  We  may  gather  from  the  fame  hiflorian,  that  the 
King  looked  on  His  conceflions  to  the  Scots  as  extravagant, 
and  wrefted  from  his  neceffities;  and  thatfome  of  that  nation 
hzd,  afTured  him,  that  when  the  troubles  of  the  late  ftorm 
were  perfeftly  calmed,  they  would  repeal  whatever  was  un- 
reafonably  extorted. 

8  ed 
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Anno  1642.  Q^  in  and  cancelled  J,  and  an  ordinance  of  militia^ 

in  which  the  King's  name  and  authority  were  left 

out,  made  its  way  through  both  houfes  with  little 

Journals  of  oppofition  *.     An  ordcr  at  the  fame  time  pafTedj 

Commons,   (hat  the  lord-hio;h-admiral  lliould  take  efFeftual 

vol.  II.  p.  n    n  ^       1      1  • 

466.  care  that  all  Ihips  belonging  to  the  royal  navy 

fhould  be  made  fit  for  fervice ;  and  that  the  mailers 
of  trading  vefieis  fhould  be  defired  to  prepare 
their  fhips  in  luch  a  readinefs,  that  on   an  emer- 
gent occafion  they  might  be  put  to  fea  at  a  fhort 
Declarations  warning  f.    To  jufiify  the  grounds  of  thofe  fears 
g«  pTfs  be-  ^^^  jealoufies  which  occafioned  the  parliament  to 
tweenthe    cxcrt  powcrs  Unauthorized  by  the  common  forms 
parifament.  ^^  ^^^  conflitution,  a  declaration  in  anfwer  to  the 
reply  which  had  been  made  by  the  King  to  their 

X  From  the  vote  for  cancelling  thefe  commiffions,  the  earl 
of  Southampton,  the  lords  Mowbray,  Howard,  and  Sey- 
mour, diffented. 

*  In  the  upper  houfe  diflented  thofe  lords  who  had  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  vote  for  putting  the  kingdom  into  apofture 
of  defence;  with  the  lords  Rich,  Howard  de  Charlton,  and 
Saville.  The  arguments  urged  for  the  legality  of  the  ordi- 
nance were  drawn  from  precedents  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
during  the  abfence  of  this  king,  who  returned  not  to  Eng- 
land till  two  years  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  Henry  III. 
and  from  precedents  duriag  the  minority  of  Henry  VJ.  and 
Edward  VI.  In  one  of  the  debates  concerning  this  ordinance, 
Whitlock,  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  gave  an  opinion.  That 
the  power  of  the  militia  was  neither  in  the  King  alone,  nor 
io  the  parliament  :  That  if  it  was  any  where,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  it  was  in  the  King  and  parliament  confenting  to- 
gether.  ParLHiJi.  vol.  X.  280,  ^  Jeq. 

f  Among  other  advertifements  of  foreign  preparations, 
the  two  houfes  had  received  advice  from  Sir  Philip  Carteret, 
governor  of  Jerfey,  that  the  French  had  lately  encreafed 
their  forces,  and  were  drawing  down  to  the  fea-fide  feven 
thoufand  men,  raifed  in  the  provinces  of  Normandy  and  Pi- 
cardy,  befides  five  thoufand  appointed  to  be  raifed.  Journals 
o/the  Commom,  vol.  II.  p.  498. 

lad 
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iad  mefiage  concerning  the  militia,  was  fent  to  ^"'*<*  '^**' 
him  whilft  on  his  journey  to  York*. 

*  In  this  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  defign  of  altering  the  re- 
ligion of  the  country  had  been  carried  on  for  many  years,  by 
thofe  in  greatefl  authority  under  the  King,  affifted  with  the 
queen's  agent  at  Rome,  and  the  pope's  nuncio  hare :  That 
the  war  with  Scotland,  invited  and  fomented  by  the  Papiits^ 
was  procured  for  this  intent ;  That  the  rebellion  in  Ireland, 
was  framed  in  England  :  That,  by  the  tumultuary  and  fedi- 
tious  carriage  of  the  Papifts  in  England,  their  fufpicious 
meetings  and  confultations,  with  feveral  advertifements  and 
teiHmonies  from  Ireland,  it  was  to  be  concluded,  that  their 
intention  was  to  rife  at  the  fame  time  t  That  with  the  dellgns 
of  thefe  agreed  the  public  declaration  of  the  Iri(h  rebels, 
that  they  would  recover  to  his  majefty  his  royal  prerogative, 
wreited  from  him  by  the  Puritan  fadion  in  the  Engli(h  par- 
liament ;  and  that  they  would  maintain  epifcopal  jurifdidion* 
To  ftrengthen  this  fufpicion,  the  declaration  notices  a  defign, 
ftyled  The  Queen's  Pious  Intention,  for  fuccefs  of  which  the 
pope's  nuncio  enjoined  falling  and  prayer  to  be  obferved 
every  week  by  the  Englilh  Papifts :  The  boldnefs  of  the  Irifti 
rebels,  in  affirming,  they  did  nothing  but  by  authority  from 
the  King:  Their  ftyling  themfelves  The  Queen's  Army,  and 
marking  the  booty  taken  from  the  Proteiiants  with  the  queen's 
mark :  The  manifold  attempts  there  had  been  to  debauch 
the  late  army,  the  army  of  the  Scots,  and  to  raife  a  fadion 
in  the  city  of  London,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom :  That 
thofe  who  had  been  adtors  in  thefe  bufmefTes  had  their  de- 
pendance,  countenance,  and  encouragement  from  the  court. 
To  evince  this,  the  declaration  notices,  that  Mr.  Jermyn 
and  others  had  been  tranfported  beyond  fea,  by  a  warrant 
from  the  King's  own  hand,  when  he  had  given  affurance  to 
•the  parliament,  that  he  had  laid  ailricl  command  on  all  his 
fervants,  that  none  of  them  {hoqjkrdepart  from  court:  The 
petition  delivered  to  captain  Legge,  by  the  King,  and  ac- 
companied with  a  diredlion,  figned  C.  R.  was  remembered: 
The  accufation  of  the  fix  members,  and  intended  violence 
on  the  houfe  of  Commons :  The  entertaining  ofdifbanded 
officers,  foldiers,  and  others,  and  countenancing  them  in 
their  violent  adls :  The  endeavoring  to  gain  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Inns  of  court :  The  endeavoring  to  infufe  an  ill  opinion 
of  the  parliament  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  a  difpofition  to  raife  arms:  The  fending  away  the 
lord  Digby,  by  an  exprefs  warrant,  after  his  attendance  had 
been  required  in  parliament:   The  purport  of  his  letters  to 

the 
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Anno  1642.      Thejuftnefs,    freedom,    and  manlinefs  of  the 
flrain  of  the  parliament's  expoilulations  gave  a 

tke  queen,    *'  That  the  King   fliould   declare  himfelf,    and 
retire  to  a  place  of  ftrength  in  the  kingdom;"    His  offering 
to  entertain  correfpondence  with   the  queen  by  cyphers,  in- 
timating Tome  fecret  fervice  he  was  to  do.     *'  This  malicious 
counfel,  fays  the  declaration,  we  have  great  caufe  to  doubt, 
inade  too  deep  an  impreffion  in  yourmajefty,  confidering  the 
courfe  you  are  pleafed  to  take,    of  abfenting  yourfelf  from 
your  parliament,  and  carrying  the  prince  with  you."    With 
the  fufpicions  arifing  from  this  conduft  concurred  advertife- 
ments  from  France,  Rome,  Venice,  and  other  parts,  where 
it  was  expeftedthat  the  King  had  fome  great  deiign  ii>hand, 
for  the  altering  religion,  -and  breaking  the  neck  of  the  par- 
liament ;  and  that  the  kings   of  France  and  Spain  had  been 
folicited  by  the  pope's  nuncio,    to  lend  four  thoufand  men 
each,  to  help  to  maintain  the  King's  royalty  againfl  his  par- 
liament.   "  Thefe,    fays   the  declaration,    are  fome  of .  the 
grounds  of  our  fears  and  jealoufies,    which  made  us  implore 
your  royal  authority  and  protedlion  for  our  defence  and  fecu- 
rity  ;  which   being  denied  by  your  majefty,  •  feduced  by  evil 
counfel,  we  do  with  forrow,  for  the  great  and  unavoidable 
mifery  and  danger  which  thereby  is  likely  to  fall  upon  your 
own  perfon  and  your  kingdoms,  apply  ourfelves  to  the  ufe  of 
that  power,  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  both,  which,  by 
the  fundamental  laws  and  conftitutions  of  this  kingdom,  re- 
ildes  in  us,  Hill  refolving  to  keep  ourfelves  within  the  bounds 
of  allegiance   to  your  facred  perfon  and  your  crovt^n.     We 
have,  according  to  your  raajefty's  defire,  laid  our  hands  up- 
on our  hearts;    we  have   fearched   our  affections   and  our 
thoughts;    confidered  our  aftions,  and  we  find  none  which 
can  give  your  majeily  anyjuftoccafion  to  abfent  yourfelf  from 
Whitehall ;  but  that  you  may  with  more  honor  and  fafety 
continue  there  than  in  any  other  place.     We  befeech  your 
majefty  to  conlider  in  what  ftate  you  are,  how  eafy  and  fair 
a  way  you  have  to  happinefs,  honor,  greatnefs,  plenty,  and 
fecurity,  if  you  will  join  with  the  parliament  and  your  faith- 
ful fubjedls,  in  defence  of  the  religion  and  public  good  of  the 
kingdom.     This  is  all  we  expect  from  you  ;  and  for  this  we 
fliall  return  to  you  our  lives,   fortunes,  and  uttermoft  endea- 
vors to  fupport  you  in  your  juft  fovereignty  and  power  over 
us :  But  it  is  not  words  which  can  fecure  us  in  thefe  our  hum- 
ble defires ;  we  cannot  but  too  well  and  forrowfully  remem- 
ber what  gracious  meilages  we  had  from  you  this  fummer, 
when,  with  your  privity,   the  bringing  up  the  army  was  in 

agitation ; 
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greater  ihock  to  the  King's  monarchical  prejudi-  Annoi64z, 
ces  than  he  had  yet  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
.the  controverly  fuftained.  "He  was  forry  in  the 
diftrad:ions  of  the  kingdom,  he  faid,  that  the 
parliament  fhould  think  this  way  of  addrefs  to  be 
rmore  convenient  than  that  propofed  by  his  mef- 
Xage  of  the  twentieth  of  January  laft.  For  his 
fears  and  doubts  he  did  not  think  they  Vv^ould 
have  been  thought  fo  groundlefs  or  trivial,  while 
fo  many  feditious  pamphlets  were  looked  on,  and 
fo  great  tumults  remained  unpunifhed  and  un- 
enquired  into.  He  afked  the  mefTengers,  What 
they  would  have?  Had  he  violated  their  laws  ? 
Had  he  denied  to  pafs  any  one  bill  for  the  care 
and  fecurity  of  his  fubje6ls  ?  Had  any  of  his  peo- 
ple been  tranfported  with  fears  and  apprehen- 

agitation  ;  we  cannot  but  with  the  like  afFeAlons  recal  to  pur 
minds,  how,  not  two  days  before  you  gave  direftions  for  the 
above-mentioned  accufaticn,  and  your  own  coming  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  that  houfe  received  from  your  majefty  a 
gracious  mefTage,  That  you  would  always  have  the  fame  care 
of  their  privileges  as  of  your  own  prerogative,  of  the  fafety  of 
their  perfons  as  of  your  own  children.  That  which  we  expecl, 
and  svhich  will  give  us  afTurance  that  you  have  no  thoughts 
but  of  peace  and  juftice  to  your  people,  muft  be  fome  real 
efFe<^  of  your  goodncfs  to  them,  in  granting  thofe  things 
which  the  prefeni:  neceffity  of  the  kingdom  doth  enforce  us  to 
defire;  and,  in  the  firil  place,  that  your  majefty  v/ill  be  gra- 
.cioully  pleafed  to  put  from  you  thofe  wicked  and  mifchievoue 
counfellors,  who  have  caufed  all  thefe  dangers  and  diftrac- 
tions ;  and  to  continue  your  own  relidence  and  the  prince's 
near  London  and  the  parliament.  This,  we  hope,  v^dll  be  a 
a  happy  beginning  of  contentment  and  confidence  between. 
your  majefty  and  people,  and  be  followed  by  many  fucceed- 
ing  blefllngs  of  honor  and  greatnefs  to  your  majefty,  and  of 
fecurity  and  profperity  to  them."  To  this  declaration  w.as 
affixed  fome  additional  reafons,  urging  the  incoaveniencies 
and  dangers  which  muft  arife  from  the  King's  abfentinghim- 
felf  from  parliament.    Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  337,  ^ f^Q' 

Vol.  Ill,  Q  ficns  ? 
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Anno  164a.  fions  ?  Hc  had  offered  as  free  and  general  a  par- 
don as  themfelves  could  devife  *.  God  fo  deal 
with  him  and  his,  as  all  his  thoughts  and  inten- 
tions were  upright  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
true  Proteftant  religion,  and  for  the  obfervation 
and  prefervation  of  the  laws  of  the  land  -f-."  On 
the  King's  afking  what  he  had  denied  the  parlia- 
ment, the  earl  of  Holland  initanced  the  militia. 
The  King  replied,  he  had  not  denied  it,  and  they 
were  much  miftaken  if  they  thought  his  anfwer 
to  it  was  a  denial :  But  on  being  prefied  by  the 
earl  of  Pembroke  to  declare  whether  he  would 
grant  it  for  a  time,  as  the  parliament  defired  it, 
he  fwore,  by  God,  not  for  an  hour.  "  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  Ireland,  he  told  them,  would  never  be 
done  in  the  way  they  were  in  •,  four  hundred 
would  never  do  it,  it  muft  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  one :  if  he  were  trufted  with  it,  he  would  pawn 
his  head  to  end  that  work ;  and  though  he  was  a 
beggar,  yet,  by  God,  he  J  could  find  money  for 
that." 
Journals  of  On  the  rctum  of  their  melTengers,  the  parlla- 
vo°riT.T*   ment  proceeded  to  pafs  feveral  votes  for  putting 
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*  This  ofrer  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the 
popular  leaders ;  it  would  have  fcreened  all  the  great  delin- 
quents who  had  been  impeached  in  parliament  from  farther 
cenfure  and  punilhment;  and  it  would  have  implied  a  prin- 
ciple in  theconftitution  very  convenient  to  the  King's  fchemes, 
and  very  dangerous  to  public  Liberty  j  viz.  That  the  leaders 
of  the  oppoiition  to  the  late  tyrannical  adminillration  had, 
by  their  exertions  in  defence  of  Freedom,  adled  unconllitu- 
tionally,  and  had  incurred  a  legal  offence. 

f  By  the  true  Proteftant  religion  Charles  always  meant 
thofe  particular  forms  and  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  which 
the  parliament  had  exploded ;  and  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
that  fond  idea  of  regal  power  he  had  entertained,  and  endea- 
vored to  put  in  pradlice. 

J  Thefe  ftrong  afieverations  were  reckoned,  in  thefe  fober, 
virtuous  times,  very  indecent  modes  of  expreffion,  and  were 
only  ufed  by  the  courtiers,  and  others  of  loofe  morals. 

the 
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the  kingdom  into  a  poflure  of  defence-,  one  of  Anno  164a. 
thefe  was  to  the  following  purport :  That  in  cafe 
of  extreme  danger,  and  of  his  majefty's  refufal, 
the  ordinance  agreed  on  by  both  houfes  for  the 
militia  did  oblige  the  people,  and  ought  to  be 
obeyed  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom*. 
The  very  day  after  paffing  thefe  refolutions  a 
mefTage  was  received  from  the  King,  fignifying 
that  he  was  then  on  his  remove  to  the  city  of 
York.  In  this  mefTage  he  artfully  urged  the  ex- 
pediting the  bulinefs  of  Ireland,  becaufe  it  was  a 
popular  topic,  and  he  knew  that  the  parliament 
was  fo  entangled  in  their  preparations  in  defence 
of  the  liberties  of  England,  that  they  could  not 
at  this  time  attend  to  the  unhappy  circumirances 
of  that  kingdom,  without  endangering  the  free- 
dom of  the  whole  empire.  He  told  them,  that 
as  he  had  been  fo  tender  of  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament, as  to  have  been  ready  and  forward  to  re- 
tradt  any  a(5l  of  his  own,  which  he  had  been  in-  . 
formed  had  trenched  upon  them,  fo  he  expeded 
an  equal  tendernefs  in  them  of  his  known  and  un- 
queftionable  privileges,  which  were  the  privi- 
leges of  the  kingdom  :  among  which  he  was  afTur- 
ed  it  was  a  fundamental  one,  that  his  fubjefts 
could  not  be  obliged  to  obey  any  ad,  order,  or 
injundbions,  to  which  he  had  not  given  his  con- 
fent.  In  the  conclufion,  he  recommended  to 
them  the  fubflance  of  his  meflTasfe  of  the  twentieth 
of  January;  that  they  would  compofe  and  digen: 
with  all  fpeed  fuch  adls  as  they  fhould  think  fit 
for  the  prefent  and  future  eilablifhment  of  their 
privileges,  the  free  and  quiet  enjoying  of  their 
eftates  and  fortunes,  the  liberties  of  their  perfons, 

*  In  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  fix  following  peers  difiented: 
Earls  of  Bath,  Southampton,  Cleveland,  Newport;  lords 
Dunfmore  and  Capel. 

0^2  the 
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Anno  1643.  the  fecurity  of  the  true  religion  now  profefTed  in 
the  church  of  England,  the  maintaining  his  regal 
andjuft  authority,  and  fettling  his  revenue  ■^. 
Clarendon's  Both  houfcs  wcrc  highly  exafperated  at  the 
Hift.  vol.  I.  j.g(,£jp|.  of  this  meffage:  The  very  day  before, 
thev  had  voted  that  their  ordinance  of  the  militia 
ought  to  be  obeyed;  fo  that  they  concluded 
the  King's  meffage  being  pointed  at,  thefe  votes 
could  not  have  been  fent  from  Huntingdon, 
where  the  King  then  v/as,  but  mud  have  been 
inferred  in  blanks  left  in  the  town.  The  fire  of 
refentment  was  firft  kindled  in  the  upper  houfe. 
The  Lords  voted,  ''  That  when  the  parliament, 
which  is  the  fupreme  court  of  the  kingdom, 
fnall  declare  what  the  law  of  the  land  is,  to  have 
that  not  only  queftioned  and  controverted  but 
contradi6ted,  and  a  command  that  it  fhould  not 
be  obeyed,  is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament." -f  This,  and  other  their  refolutions 
concerning  the  neceffity  of  enforcing  the  ordi- 
nance   of    the  militia,    were  confirmed  by  the 

*  This  invitation  was  plauiible  to  the  public,  and  did 
not  engage  Charles  to  ftand  to  any  concelTions  he  did  not 
approve.  He  could  always  difpute  with  the  parliament  on 
the  queftion,  What  was  true  religion?  and  thofe  conditions 
they  might  think  neceflary  for  the  fecuring  public  Liberty, 
and  the  privileges  of  parliament,  he  would  object  were  de- 
rogatory to  -his  regal  andjuft  authority. 

f  For  the  parliament,  or  any  power  of  the  kingdom,  to 
be  poffefied  of  fuch  an  abfolute  authority  in  the  declaring 
law,  that  fuch  declaration  is  not  to  be  queftioned  nor  con- 
troverted, muft  be  produftive  of  much  tyranny.  The  law 
ought  to  be  fo  clearly  expreffed,  that  it  fliould  be  obvious 
to  public  and  private  underftanding.  This  vote  was  pafTed 
to  fit  a  particular  cafe,  and  levelled  only  at  kingly  autho- 
rity, not  meant  to  aifedl  private  individuals ;  and  thus  ex- 
plained by  the  parliament  in  one  of  their  declarations  : 
**  That  is  turned  into  a  general  aftertion,  fay  they,  which 
in  our  votes  is  applied  to  a  particular  cafe.'*  Pari,  Hifi, 
vol.  XL  p.  28. 

Commons. 
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Commons.  At  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Lords,  ^""°  *^4a. 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  find  out  by  whom 
the  King's  melTage  was  framed ;  and  fome 
farther  refolutions  pafied  in  condemnation  of 
thofe  evil  counfellors  who  advifed  the  King  to 
courfes  fo  deflrudive  to  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom. 

To  that  declaration  of  the  parliament,  which 
contained  the  reafons  of  their  fears  and  jealou- 
fies,  an  anfwer  at  large  was  returned  by  the 
King 


■^. 


*  To  the  particulars  urged  againft  him,  he  replied  in 
generals,  or  endeavored  to  weaken  their  force  by  futile  pre- 
varications. To  the  article  of  altering  religion,  he  wiflied 
that  the  judgments  of  God  might  be  manifefted  on  thofe 
who  had  any  fuch  defign.  To  the  Scotch  troubles,  the  aft 
of  oblivion  had  Hopped  his  mouth  from  any  reply.  To 
the  rebellion  in  Ireland  being  framed  in  England,  he  de- 
iired  the  parliament  to  find  out  the  authors  and  maintainers 
of  it ;  and,  for  the  clearing  his  own  innocence,  he  laid  a 
great  ftrefs  on  the  expreiTions  of  zeal  he  had  Ihevi^ed  for 
reducing  the  rebels ;  adding,  that  he  was  ready  to  venture 
his  royal  perfon  for  the  redemption  of  his  Protellant  fub- 
jefls,  well  knowing  that  as  his  intereil  was  more  concerned 
in  them,  fo  he  was  to  make  a  ftridl  account  to  Almighty 
God  for  any  negleft  of  his  duty  for  ti^eir  prefervation.  To 
the  plot  againll  the  parliament,  he  denied  that  he  was 
privy  to  any  refolution  in  the  army  to  force  it;  becaufe,  as 
it  has  been  before  obferved,  though  he  knew  all  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  plot,  yet  the  army  could  not  be  brought  to 
agree  to  what  had  been  propofed  of  this  kind  by  the  queen 
and  her  cabal.  For  the  proceedings  againft  the  fix  members, 
he  hoped  that  his  proteftation  on  that  head  would  fo  far 
have  fatisfied  the  parliament  of  his  intention,  that  they 
would  have  entertained  no  other  imagination  of  that  defign 
than  was  therein  exprelTed.  For  Mr.  Jermyn,  he  was  gone 
from  Whitehall  before  he  received  the  defires  of  both  houfes, 
for  the  rellraint  of  his  fervants.  For  the  lord  Digby,  he 
adurcd  them,  that  he  had  his  warrant  to  pafs  the  feas,  and 
had  left  the  court  before  he  had  heard  the  vote  cf  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  or  had  any  caufe  to  imagine  his  abfence 
would  have    been  excepted    againit.     For  their  foreign  ad- 

0^3  vertifements. 
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AnnoiC4z.      Many    were   the    declarations   and   meflages 
which  palTed  between  the  King  and  parliament, 
during  the  progrefs  of  his  journey  to  York.  The 
King  endeavored  to  perfuade  the   public,  that 
he  had  granted  every  thing  he  ought  to  grant,  to 
give   the    parliament  fatisfadlion.     The    parlia- 
ment, by  jufl  comments  on  his  condudt,  con- 
vinced the  difcerning  part  of  the  nation,  that,  at 
the  very  time  when  they  had  in  a  manner  forced 
his  affent   to  their  neceffary   demands,  he   had 
Toh^x!'^'    been  and  was  now  contriving  the  means  to  in- 
p-  374.  &    vahdate  thofe  conceffions.     To  the  accufation  he 
^'^'  had  flung  out  in  his  fpeech,  of  their  encouraging 

tumults,  they  obferved,  That  if  any  extraordi- 
nary concourfe  of  people,  out  of  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  had,  in  his  apprehenfion^  the  face 

vertifements,  he  was  confident  no  fober  or  honefl:  man  in 
the  kingdom  could  believe  that  he  would  be  fo  fenfelefs  ^.t 
to  entertain  counfels  which  would  not  only  bury  his  king- 
dom in  fudden  dellrudion,  but  his  own  name  and  pofterity 
in  perpetual  fcorn  and  infamy.  The  King  finifhed  his  de- 
claration with  magnifying  his  grace  and  juflice,  in  pafTmg 
thofe  acls  to  which  the  parliament  had  extorted  an  unwilling 
affent ;  and  told  them,  "  That  if,  for  his  fecurity,  the  laws 
of  the  land  and  good  government  in  the  city  of  London  were 
revived,  he  would  overtake  their  deiires,  and  be  as  foon 
,       with  them  as  they  could  wifh." 

The  King's  perfon  never  was  in  any  danger  from  the 
London  tumult ;  but  it  was  convenient  to  his  purpofe  to 
make  ufc  of  fuch  a  pretence  to  excufe  his  retiring  from  his 
parliament.  In  another  meflage  he  told  them,  *'  That  they 
muil  not  exped  his  prefence  until  they  had  both  fecured  him 
concerning  his  apprehenfions  cf  tumultuous  infolences,  and 
given  him  fatisfadlion." 

Mr.  Jermynwas  tranfported  out  of  the  kingdom,  by  the 
King's  warrant,  after  he  had  promifed  the  parliament  that 
none  of  his  fervants  fhould  depart  from  court.  On  the  pre- 
varicating circumilance  of  the  v/arrant*s  being  anti-dated, 
he  denied  this  faft,  and  exclaimed,  vvhilft  the  article  was 
recited  to  him  by  the  meiTengers  of  the  parliament,  "  That's 
a  lie!  that's  hli^V* 

and 
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and  fhew  of  tumult  and  danger,  it  would  ap-  Ann©  164*. 
pear  to  be  caufed  by  his  denial  of  fuch  a  guard 
to  the  parliament  as  they  could  confide  in  :  and 
by  taking  into  Whitehall  fuch  a  guard  to  himfelf 
as  gave  juft  caufe  of  jealoufy  to  the  parliament, 
and  of  terror  and  offence  to  the  people.  To 
that  queftion,  whether  he  had  violated  their 
laws  ?  they  defired  him  to  remember,  that  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  before  the  meet- 
ing of  this  parliament,  confided  of  many  con- 
tinued and  multiplied  ads  of  violation  of  laws, 
the  wounds  whereof  were  fcarcely  healed,  when 
the  extremity  of  all  thofe  violations  was  far  ex- 
ceeded by  the  proceedings  againft  the  fix  mem- 
bers. To  his  queftion,  whether  he  had  denied 
any  bill  for  the  eafe  and  fecurity  of  his  fubjedts  ? 
they  acknowledged  that  many  good  bills  had 
palled ;  but  obferved,  that  at  the  time  of  paffing 
them,  fome  defign  or  other  had  been  on  foot, 
which,  had  it  taken  effect,  would  not  only  have 
deprived  them  of  the  fruit  of  thofe  bills,  but 
have  reduced  the  kingdom  to  a  worfe  condition 
than  the  parliament  found  it  in.  To  the  quef- 
tion, what  they  had  done  for  the  King  ?  they 
anfwered.  That  the  defraying  the  charges  of 
thofe  mifchiefs  which  bad  adminiftration  had 
occafioned,  would  coft  the  kingdom  more  than 
tv/o  millions;  an  expence  which  ought  to  havq 
been  borne  by  the  crown.  As  for  his  majefty's 
offered  pardon,  that  could  be  no  fecurity  for 
their  fears  and  jealoufies,  which  did  not  arife 
from  any  guilt  of  their  own  a6lions,  but  from 
the  evil  defigns  and  attempts  of  others.  To  this 
poignant  anfwer  were  added  informations  they 
had  received  from  the  deputy-governor  of  the 
merchant-adventurers  at  Rotterdam,  concerning 
the  lord  Digby's  negociations  of  an  army  which 
was  to  be  tranfported  from  Denmark  to  Hull; 

0^4  concluding 
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Anno  1642.  concluding  with  intreating  the  King  to  calm  the 
fears  of  his  people,  by  a  return  to  his  parlia- 
ment *. 
Thepariia-  The  fecurity  of  Hull,  and  to  prevent  the  im- 
ment  t^ke  portation  of  foreign  troops,  were  now  become 
Jbcure'Hun,  the  particular  objects  of  this  aflembly.  An  ex- 
and  to  pre-  pj-^fg  ^as  fcnt  to  Sir  John  Hotham,  to  fufFer  no 

vent  the  im-  ^         .  n   •  •  111  •    1 

portation  of  forcign  Ihips  to  comc  into  the  harbor,  without 

toreign       ftridl  examination  •,  nor  to  receive  any  Rnglifh, 

^^'        or  other  troops,  into  the  town,  but  fuch  as  both 

houfes  fhould  dired: ;  that  the  mayor  of  Hull, 

Journals  of  ^^^  ^^^  Other  his  majefly's  officers  and  fubjeds. 

Commons,    wcrc  to  affill  him  in  this  order,  as  they   fhould 

487,  &*  fe'q.  anfwer   the  contrary  at  their  peril.     The  lord- 

pari.  Hift.    admiral  was  defired  to  enquire  the   reafon  why 

vol.  X.  p,    one  of  the  King's  Ihips  was  left  behind  in  Hol- 

^^^'  ^^  '    land  ;  how  it  was  to  be  employed  •,  and  when  it 

was  to  return :  likewife  to  command  the  fhips  at 

fea  to  examine  all  veiTels  which  pafTed   between 

Holland  and  Hull,  and  to  fend  fome  fmall  frigates 

northward  of  Hull,  to  give  intelligence  of  any 

armament  likely  to  come  from  Denmark  thither ; 

and  to  enquire  of  all  Ihips  which  came  out  of  the 

Sound,  what  preparations  of  land  and  fea-forces 

there  were  about  Eifenore.  The  lord-lieutenants 

Tfthe^^T^  and  high-fheriffs  of  the  northern  counties  were 

liament.      Ordered  to  fupprefs  all  forces  which  (hould  be 

raifed  without  the   direction  of  parliament,  and 

to  take  an  efpecial  care  of  Newcaille,  Hull,  and 

other  towns  on  thofe  coafts, 

*  The  inhabitants  of  Rutland  preferred  a  petition  to  the 
fame  purport,  as  the  King  pafTed  through  that  county  in  his 
way  to  York.  The  King,  in  anfwer  to  this  meffage  of  the 
parliament,  alTures  them,  "  That  no  ftraits  or  neceffities 
fhould  ever  compel  him  to  do  that  which  the  reafon  and 
underllanding  God  had  given  him,  and  the  honor  and  in- 
lereft  with  which  God  had  entrufted  him,  for  the  good  of 
his  poiterity  and  kingdom,  fhould  rer^der  unpleafant  and 
grievous  to  him.     Journals  of  the  Commonst  vol*  II.  p.  503. 

The 
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The  King,  not  finding  the  difpofitions  of  the  Anao  1642. 
people  fo  favorable  to  his  intereft  as  he  had  flat- 
tered himfelf  the  remoter  counties  from  the  capi- 
tal were  *,  endeavored  to  put  in  pradice  that 
part  of  the  queen's  counfel  which  related  to  his 
retiring  into  Ireland.     He  fi^nified  to  the  parlia-  "^^^'"^ 

D  o  i  oiiers  to  go 

ment,  that  he  was  refolved  to  go  in  perlon  toinperfonto 
fupprefs  the  rebellion.  He  intended,  he  faid,  pa,\''"Hift. 
to  raife,  by  his  commiflion  in  the  counties  nearvoi.  x.  p. 
Wefl-Chefter,  a  guard  confiding  of  two  thou- ^^^' ^  ^'^^' 
fand  foot  ind  two  hundred  horfe,  to  be  armed 
from  his  magazine  at  Hull;  that  the  officers  and 
common  foldiers  fhould  all  take  the  oath  of 
fupremacy  and  allegiance;  and  defired  the  par- 
liament would  undertake  the  charge  of  paying 
them :  but  if  that  fhould  be  found  too  gi-eat  a 
burden  to  his  good  fubjedts,  he  would  be  willing 
to  fell  or  pawn  any  of  his  parks,  lands,  or  houfes, 
towards  a  fupply.  To  facilitate  the  execution 
of  this  projed:,  he  offered  to  pafs  a  bill  which 
fettled  the  militia  in  the  hands  of  the  parliament 
for  one  year,  and  called  God  to  witnefs,  that  he 
would  not  decline  ^ny  hazard  of  his  perfon  in 
performing  that  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  de- 
fence of  God's  true  religion  and  his  diftrelTed 
iubjeds ;  nor  would  he  ever  confent,  upon  what- 
foever  pretence,  to  a  toleration  of  the  Popiih 
religion,  nor  to  the  abolition  of  the  laws  in  force 
in  that  kingdom  againfl  Popifh  recufants  f. 

*  The  King,  on  his  firft  coming  into  the  caunty  of  York, 
was  petitioned  by  the  inhabitants  to  declare  fit  means  and 
expedients  to  take  away  mifunderflandings  between  him  and 
his  parliament.     Rupnjoortb^  vol.  IV.  p.  6 1 3. 

f  The  King  declared,  "  That  he  was  grieved  at  the  foul 
for  the  calamities  of  his  good  fubjefts  of  Ireland :  That, 
out  of  his  pious  zeal  for  the  honor  of  Almighty  God,  in 
eftablifhing  the  true  Protellant  profefiion  in  that  kingdom, 
&nd  his  princely  care  for  the  good  of  all  his  dominions,  he 

ha4 
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Anno  i-%2.  The  party  he  had  to  deal  with  were  too  well 
apprized  of  his  defigns,  and  the  ticklifh  fituation 
of  affairs,  to  be  caught  with  the  bait.  Both 
.  houfts.  refolved  upon  the  queftion,  nemine  contra- 
ment de'ciare  ^^^^'^^^^  That  It  would  be  moft  dangerous  and 
againftthe  unfafc  to  cottfent  to  his  majefly's  going  into  Ire- 
>o'ifeiand?^land*.  Roufed  and  alarmed  with  fears,  that 
the  King  would  by  this  means  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  two  large  armies,  the  one  under  Ormond, 
and  the  other  under  the  rebel  commanders,  they 
drew  up  a  petition,  in  which  they  tellified  fome 
refentment  at  the  King's  refolving  on  a  matter 
of  that  importance,  without  the  advice  of  his 
parliament;  alleging  the  following  reafons  againft 
the  intended  expedition  :  Danger  to  the  King's 
perfon  ;  inconvenience  of  his  abfence;  the  in- 
fecurity  of  the  adventurers,  who,  forefeeing  an 
improvident  peace,  would  pay  in  no  more  money 
upon  their  fubfcriptions ;  that  it  would  encou- 
rage the  rebels,  who  profefTed  the  King  did  allow 
of  their  proceedings-,  that  it  would  encreafe  the 
fears  and  jealoufies  of  this  nation,  who  would 
fufped  fome  force  was  intended.  The  petition 
concluded  with  the  following  peremptory  decla- 
ration :  "  That  they  could  not  confent  to  any 
levies  or  raifing  foldiers  for  Ireland,  or  to  the 
payment  of  them,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be  em- 
had  firmly  refolved  to  go  with  all  convenient  fpeed  into 
Ireland,  to  chaftife  thofe  wicked  and  deteftable  rebels,  odious 
to  God  and  all  good  men."  The  King  had  more  than  once 
before  made  the  fame  ofFer  of  going  into  Ireland ;  but 
the  parliament  waved  the  returning  any  anfwer.  Rapin, 
vol.  XL  p.  437. 

*  For  reafons  obvious,  the  King's  moderate  friends,  as 
well  as  opponents,  were  very  much  againft  his  going  into 
Ireland  Clarendon  fays,  it  was  a  counfel  communicated 
to  very  few,  without  confideration  of  the  objedions  which 
would  naturally  arife  againft  it. 

ployed 
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ployed  and  governed  by  their  diredtions :  Th^t^'^^f'-^M^' 
if  fuch  levies  fhould  be  made,  not  agreed  to  by.;^^ 
them,  they  Ihould  interpret  the  fame  to  be 
raifed  for  the  difturbance  of  the  public  nf^^ce ; 
and  ihould  apply  the  authority  of  parlianSent  to 
fupprefs  the  fame :  That  if  his  majefty  fhould  be 
perfuaded  to  go  to  Ireland,  contrary  to  their  ad- 
vice, they  would  not  fubmit  to  any  commiffio- 
ners  he  fhould  chufe ;  but  did  refolve  to  prefer ve 
and  govern  the  kingdom  by  the  advice  of  the 
two  houfes*;  and  therefore  they  humbly  entreat- 
ed him  to  defift,  to  return  to  his  parliament,  and 
leave  the  management  of  the  Irifh  war  entirely 
to  them."  With  this  petition  pafTed  a  refolu- 
tion,  declaring  any  man  an  enemy  to  the  ftate, 
who  fhould  endeav^  to  raife  forces  for  Ireland, 
or  continue  any'  forces  fo  raifed,  without  the 
confentof  both  houfes  f. 

To  thefe  peremptory  determinations  the  King 
was  obliged  to  fubmit,  fearing  a  fate  fimilar  to 
that  of  Richard  II.  who,  on  his  return  from 
Ireland,  found  himfelf  totally  difpofTeiTed  of  his 
fovereignty  in  England.  Foiled  in  this  bull- 
nefs  J,  he  turned  his  thoughts  towards  getting 

*  In  the  King's  anfwer  to  this  petition,  he  afTerted, 
'*  That  a  com  million  to  govern  the  kingdom  had  always 
been  ufed  by  his  progenitors,  during  abfence,  whilft  a  par- 
liament was  fitting ;  and  it  was  what  themfelves  had  defired, 
at  his  laft  going  into  Scotland."  It  may  be  worth  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  King  now  urged  that  to  be  conftitutional, 
which  he  had  difputed  as  illegal,  when  demanded  on  au 
occafion  not  fo  agreeable  to  his  views. 

f  The  Scotch  privy-council,  on  the  King's  fignifying  to 
them  his  inclination  to  go  in  perfon  to  Ireland,  Ihewed,  by 
the  objedlions  they  raifed,  a  great diflike  to  the  propofal. 

t  A  bulinefs  which,  as  Clarendon,  who  was  at  this  time 
one  of  his  great  counfellors,  fays,  had  he  carried  into  exe- 
cution, he  would  fpeedily  have  reduced  Ireland,  and  brought 
his  other  two   kingdoms   into   proper  bounds;  that  is,  he 

would 


236  <         HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

Aano  1642-  poflefTion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Hull  *. 
The  parliament,  jealous  of  his  near  neighbor- 
hood to  this  place,  had  given  Sir  John  Hotham 
orders  to  introduce  into  the  town  eight  hundred 
of  the  Yorkjfhire  militia ;  and  though  this  re- 
inforcement, with  the  ordinary  garrifon  and 
natural  llrength  of  the  place,  was  fujfBcient  to 
repel  any  force  the  King  could  bring  againfl  it, 
yet  fearing  treachery,  they  had  petitioned  the 
King  to  permit  the  removal  of  the  magazine  to 
the  To\ver  of  London,  its  ftores  being  much 
exhaufted  with  arming  both  the  Englilh  and 
Scotch  forces  which  ferved  in  Ireland.  This 
having  been  denied,  it  was  refolved  by  the  Lords, 
and  then  by  the  Commons,  That  it  was  necef- 
fary  the  magazine  of  Hull  fhould  be  removed  to 
the  Tower  of  London  -,  and  orders  were  fent  to 
prepare  ihips  for  its  tranfportation  f, 

would  have  brought  all  thofe  Iriih  Proteftants,  who  did  not 
admit  of  an  abfolute  power  in  the  crown,  under  fubjeftion  ; 
and,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  rebels  and  the  malignant 
party,  who  declared  themfelves  partizans  to  prerogative, 
would  have  fubdued  the  fpirit  of  Liberty  in  England  and 
Scotland.     ClareM.  Hij},  vol.  I.  p.  393. 

*  If  the  parliament  had  been  credulous  enough  to  have 
given  way  to  the  King's  propofition  concerning  Ireland,  he 
might  have  employed  the  new-raifed  levies  in  the  reduction 
of  Hull ;  and  then,  having  fecured  that  important  fortrefs, 
might  have  pafied  over,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
Irilh  army.     Rapin,  vol.  XI.  p.  440. 

f  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  not  the  judge  of  that  name,  but 
the  fon  of  archbiiliop  Hutton,  had  petitioned  the  King  to 
take  meafures  for  the  continuance  of  the  magazine  at  Hull, 
*'  Becaufe,  fays  the  petition,  that  part  fhould  be  beft  pro- 
vided where  your  facred  perfon  doth  refide  ;  your  perfon 
being,  like  David's,  the  light  of  Ifrael,  and  more  worth 
than  ten  thoufand  of  us."  On  a  motion  of  the  Commons, 
the  Lords  paffed  an  order.  That  thefe  petitioners  fhould  be 
fent  for  as  delinquents,  for  being  active  againfl:  the  parlia- 
ment. Obedience  to  the  order  was  refufed,  on  pretence  of 
the  King's  warrant,  wherein  the  petitioners   were   charged 

on 
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Charles,  on  fome  hopes  of  cajoling  Sir  John  ^""°  '^42. 
Hotham  into  a  breach  of  truft,  fent  his  fon  the  en/    '"^ 


eavors  to 


duke  of  York,  the  eled:or  palatine,  and  Icveral  ^^^^'!^  ^^."^^'^ 
other  of  the  nobility  who  had  followed  his  for-  in  the  at- 
tune, into  the  town,  where  they  were  received  ^^""p^* 
with  great  civility  and  politenefs  by  the  gover- 
nor. The  next  day,  being  the  twenty-fecond  of 
April,  he  advanced  with  three  hundred  horfe, 
and  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Sir  John  Hotham 
with  a  letter,  fignifying,  that  he  intended  to  viiit 
his  town  of  Hull  and  the  magazine ;  that  Sir 
John  Hotham  muft  provide  for  the  reception  of 
him  and  his  train  ;  he  doubted  not  of  his  obedi- 
ence, elfe  he  muft  make  his  way  into  the  town, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Sir  John 
Hotham,  in  great  confufion,  called  the  chief 
magiftrates  of  the  town  and  officers  of  the  gar- 
rifon  to  council.  It  was  refolved  not  to  admit 
the  King.  A  refpedlful  mefTage  v/as  fent,  en- 
treating him  to  forbear  his  intended  vifit.  On 
his  nearer  approach,  the  bridge  was  drawn  up, 
and  the  garrifon  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence. 

on  their  allegiance,  and  on  pain  of  the  King*s  heavy  dlf- 
pleafure,  at  their  peril  to  ftir  out  of  the  county,  but  there 
to  abide,  to  attend  his  fervice  as  he  iliculd  direcl.  A 
petition  of  a  diiFerent  kind  was  prefented  to  the  Kinp-  from. 
others  of  the  Yorkfhire  gentry,  well-affefted  to  the  parlia- 
ment :  it  reprefented  the  other  petition  for  continuinor  the 
magazine  at  Hull  as  the  work  of  a  few  gentlemen  only,  and 
defired  his  majefty  to  apply  himfelf  to  all  good  ways  of 
union,  that  thofe  duties  which,  by  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  they  owed,  and  which  were  expreiTed  in  their  lall 
proteftation,  might  not  become  a  divided  propofidon  ;  fince 
the  defence  of  his  majcfty's  perfon,  honor,  and  ellates,  the 
pov/er  and  privileges  of  parliament,  and  the  lawful  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  fubjesSt,  did  all  llrengthen  each  other ; 
all  which  they  would  equally  labor  to  preferve,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  powers,  lives,  and  eftates.  Pari.  Hijl.  vol.  X. 
p.  454)  ^  feq,  485.  &  vol.  XL  p.  116. 

7  Charks 
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Anno  1642,  Charles  with  a  loud  voice  demanded  entrance^ 
This  Sir  John  Hotham,  on  his  knees,  and  with 
much  civility  of  language,  pleading*  his  truft 
from  parliament,  ablolutely  refufed.  In  vain 
did  the  King  repeat  his  demand,  offering  to  re- 
duce his  train  to  twenty  perfons.  He  then  de- 
fired  the  governor  to  come  out  to  him,  on  his 
word  of  fafety  and  liberty  to  return.  This  the 
governor  not  chufmg  to  truft,  excufed  himfelf 
from  obedience  ;  nor  would  yield  to  other  con- 
cefiion,  but  that  the  King's  fon,  and  the  reft 
of  his  friends,  fhould  be  fent  out  of  the  town  f. 
TheKiflg  Charles,  enraged  at  his  difappointment,  pro- 
john  Ho-''  claimed   Hotham  a  traitor,  by   two  heralds  at 


tham  a  trai- 
tor. 


*  During  this  parley,  fome  of  the  King's  ti-ain,  the  fame 
who  attended  him  in  his  expedition  to  force  the  parliament, 
in  an  infolent  and  impetuous  manner  called  out  to  the 
townfmen  to  kill  Sir  John  Hotham,  and  fling  him  over  the 
walls.  On  their  return  to  York,  Sir  Francis  Worthly,  and 
others,  drew  out  their  fwords,  and  demanded  who  would 
be  for  the  King  ?  Pari.  Hijh  vol.  X.  p.  474,  l^  feq.  Vicari's 
Pari  Chron.  p.  89. 

f  It  is  faid,  from  the  authority  of  memoirs  left  to  the 
Scotch  college  at  Paris  by  the  duke  of  York,  that  Hotham 
was  well  difpofed  to  have  delivered  up  Hull  to  the  King, 
but  was  deterred  by  a  private  letter  he  received  from  one  of 
the  King's  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber,  alTuring  him 
that,  if  the  King  got  admillion,  he  would  hang  him  up, 
as  a  monument  of  vengeance  againft  all  parliament-com- 
manders. Sir  John  Hotham  did  aver,  that  he  received 
fucb  an  intimation ;  and  the  King  mentions  it  as  a  deceit 
of  his  enemies  to  prevent  Sir  John  Hotham  from  giving 
him  admittance.  The  parliament  would  not  allow,  that 
fuch  an  intimation  ought  to  have  been  the  ground  of 
Hotham's  condu6l.  After  the  King  had  retired  from  the  town, 
he  fent  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  Hull,  requiring  him,  the 
townfmen,  and  foldiers,,  not  to  obey  their  governor,  nor 
to  fuffer  the  magazine  to  be  removed,  Rujh^orth,  vol.  IV* 
p.  584.     Pari  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  474,  ^  feq, 
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arms  *;  and,  after  having  flaid  five  hours  before  ^""°  ^^42- 
Hull,  returned  to  Beverley  f. 

The  condudt  of  the  governor  of  Hull  was  a 
very  important  incident  towards  the  fuccefs  of 
the  popular  caufe.  It  not  only  prevented  the 
King  from  becoming  mafter  of  the  largeft  maga- 
zine of  arms,  and  the  mofl  important  fortrefs  in 
the  kingdom,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to 
enter  on  the  war  at  leaffc  on  equal  terms  with 
the  parliament ;  but  Sir  John  Hotham  being  a 
man  of  fortune,  who  had  an  important  flake  in 
the  country,  his  example  had  a  great  influence 
on   the  behavior  of   others.     Charles,  in  very 

*  "  If  the  folemn  proclaiming  a  man  a  traitor,  faid  the 
parliament,  fignifies  any  thing,  it  puts  him,  and  all  thofe 
who  any  way  aid  and  ailift,  or  adhere  unto  him,  into  the 
fame  condition  of  traitors,  and  draws  upon  him  all  the  coh- 
fequences  of  treafon;  and  if  this  may  be  done  by  law, 
without  due  procefs  of  law,  the  fubje^l  hath  a  very  poor 
defence  of  the  law,  and  a  very  fmall,  if  any,  proportion 
of  Liberty  thereby ;  and  it  is  as  little  fatisfadlion  to  a  man 
who  is  expofed  to  fuch  penalties  to  fay,  he  fhall  have  a 
legal  trial  afterwards,  as  it  is  to  condemn  a  man  iirll,  and 
try  him  afterwards."     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  no. 

f  The  King,  on  being  refufed  admiflion  into  Hull,  com- 
manded the  IherifF  to  raife  the  trained-bands,  to  force  the 
town.  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  the  judge,  who  executed  the 
office  of  IherifF,  refufed  to  obey  the  mandate,  being,  as  he 
conceived,  againll  law.  On  this,  the  King  fummoned  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  and  gentlemen  of  the  county,  to  attend 
him  at  York  :  afked  their  advice  concerning;  his  not  bein* 
admitted  into  his  town  of  Hull ;  and  demanded  of  them, 
«*  Whether  they  would  defend  his  perfon  from  violence, 
according  to  their  duty,  or  not?"  To  this  they  returned, 
**  That  they  (hould  be  ready  to  defend  his  maje^y's  perfon 
from  violence,  by  all  fuch  ways  as  the  laws  and  their  duty 
bound  them;  and,  for  the  means  to  vindicate  his  honor, 
and  put  him  into  pofTeffion  of  his  own,  they  conceived  the 
beft  advice  they  could  offer  would  be  humbly  to  defire  his 
majefty  to  hearken  to  the  counfels  of  th^  parliament,  who, 
they  afTured  themfelves,  would  be  careful  of  his  perfon  and 
honor."     Pari.  Hi/,  vol.  X.  p.  475.  483,  ^  Jeq. 
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Anno  1642.  high  terms,  demanded  juftice  of  the  parliament 
The  Pariia-  ^g^^^^  ^ir  John  Hotham  *.  The  parliament, 
roentjuftifyin  as  high  language,  juftified  their  governor, 
Hotham" and  ^"^  rcfolved,  That  he  had  done  nothing  but  in 
declare  the  obedience  to  their  commands  j  that  the  declar- 
ceedfngs^to  ^^g  ^^^  ^  ttaltor,  being  a  member  of  the  houfe 
be  contrary  of  CommoHS,  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege  ; 
PatTiiiD:.  that  the  declaring  him  a  traitor,  without  due 
vol.  x.p.  procefs  of  law,  was  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
'  ject  and  the  law  of  the  land  :  And  voted,  That 

a  committee  of  both  houles  Ihould  be  fent  into 
the  North,  to  take  care  of  thofe  parts,  and  of 
Hull  -f,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  lord-lieutenant ; 
The  ariia-  ^^    Tupprefs   all   forces    which    lliould  be  raifed 
ment  take    either  to  force  the  town,  or  to  flop  any  of  the 
fccure"thV°  paflages  to  or  from  it,  or  any  other  way  to  dif- 
northern      turb   thc  pcacc  of  thc   kingdom ;  and  to   return 
kingdom.*^'  the  thanks  of  the  parliament  to  Sir  John  Ho- 
tham, and  to  all  thofe  who  ha'd  been  forward,  in 
their  fervice  to  preferve  the  town. 
Papers  pafs       Innumerable  were  the  papers  which  pafTed  be- 
between  the  tween  the  King  and  the  parliament  on  this  new 
parliament    fubjciSl  of  difputc.     Thc  King  argued,   that  he 
on  the  fub-  -was  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any  of  his  fubjecls  ; 
•"^   °,    "  *  that,  whilft  they  all  enjoyed  their  privileges,  and 

*  The  King,  whilil  he  fent  difpatches,  polr  after  poft, 
to  the  parliament,  to  demand  jufiice  for  what  he  termed 
treafon  in  Sir  John  Kotham,  (lopped  all  paiTage  between 
Hull  and  London;  fo  that  it  was  feme  time  before  the 
houfes  received  a  particular  account  of  the  tranfaclion  from 
Sir  John  Hotham,  whofe  mefiengers  were  detained,  and 
their  difpatches  taken  from  them.  Journals  of  the  Commons, 
vol.  II.  p.  555. 

f  The  earl  of  Stamford,  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham, 
Sir  Edward  Ayfcough,  Sir  Chriilopher  Wray,  Sir  Samuel 
Ofield,  and  Mr.  Hatcher,  were  the  committee  fent  down  on 
this  errand,  to  refide  at  Hull ;  to  thefe  afterwards  were 
added  Sir  John  Wray,  Sir  William  Stricldard,  Mr.  Allured, 
Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  Peiham,  .and  Mr.  Wharton.  Pad.  Utji, 
vol.  X.  p,  470,     'Journals  cf  the  Ccrnmcns^  vol.  II.  p.  596. 
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might  not  have  their  pofieflions  diflurbed,  nor  Anno  i&4a. 
their  titles  queitioned,  he  only  might  be  fpoiled, 
thrown  out  of  his  towns,  and  have  his  goods  taken 
from  him  ;  that  Hull  was  his  own  property  ;  that 
the  magazine  lodged  in  it  was  his  own  goods, 
bought  with   his  own  money  ;  that  he  had  the  Rufhworth, 
fame  title  to  them  as  any  of  his  fubjefe  had  to^^W  ^feq. 
their  houfes,  lands,  plate,  or  jewels ;  that  if  the 
parliament,  whofe  votes,  he  faid,  were  of  no  au- 
thority without  his  confent,  could  alter  defcents, 
avoid  purchafes,  and  cancel  conveyances,  v/hich 
is  what  they  had  done  in  regard  to  his  right  in 
Hull,  what  was  his  cafe  to-day  might  be  his  fub- 
jefts'  to-morrow.    He  afked,  why  the  general  ru- 
mor of  the  deiign  of  the  Papifls  in  the  northern 
parts,   fhould  not  be  thought  fufiicient  ground 
for  him  to  put  a  perfon  of  fuch  honor,   fortune, 
and  unblemiHied  reputation,  into  a  fort  of  his  own, 
as  was  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  ;  and  yet  the  fame 
rumor  be  warrant  enouo;h  to  commit  the  care  of 
it  to  Sir  John  Hotham,  without  his  confent?  And 
how  his  refufal  to  have  the  magazine  moved,  on 
the  petition  of  both  houfes,  could  give  an  advan- 
tage againil:  him  to  deprive  him  of  it  ?  He  farther 
argued,  that  the  fhutting  the  gates  of  Hull  againft 
him,  and  refilling  his  entrance,  was  treafon,   on 
the  letter  of  the  ftatute    of  the  twenty-fifth  of 
Edward  III.    "  He  had  often  heard,  he  faid,  of 
the  great  truft  which,  by  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  was  committed  to  the  King  for  the  defence 
and  fafety  of  the  kingdom  -,  but  he  had  never 
yet  underllood  what  truft  or  power  was  com- 
mitted to  either  or  both  houfes  of  parliament  *.'* 

*  The  parliament  argued  on  a  very  juil  diftinflion  between 
the  perfonal  and  the  legal  property  of  the  King,  who  laid 
down  that  for  a  principle,  they  faid,  which  would  deftroy 
the  foundation  of  the  liberty,  property,  and  interefc  of  every 

Vol..  Ill  R  fubjea 
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Anno  1642.      Xhe  arguments  urged  by  the  parliament,   in 
defence  of  their  condud,    excited  a  refentment 

fubjedl  in  particular,  and  of  all  the  fubjecfls  in  general.     His 
majefty's  towns  were  no  more  his  own  than  his  kingdom  was 
his  own,   and  his  king-dom  was  no  more  his  own   than  his 
people  were  his  own.     If  the   King  had  a  property  in   his 
towns,  what  would  become  of  the  fubjefts'  property  in  their 
hcufes  therein  ?  If  he  had  a  property  in  his  kingdom,   what 
would  become  of  the  fubjecls'  property  in  their  lands,   or  of 
their  interefts  in  the  towns  and  forts  of  the  kingdom,  or  in 
the  kingdom  itfelf,  if  his  majeily  might  difpofe  of  them  at 
pleafure,  or  of  their  liberties  ;  if  he  had  the  fame   right  in 
their  perfons  which  every  fubjedl  had  in  their  lands  and  goods  ? 
The  erroneous  maxim  being  infufed  into  princes,  that  their 
kingdoms  were  there  own,  and  that  they  might  do  with  them 
what  >they  would,   as  if  their  kingdoms  were  for  them,   and 
not  they  for  their  kingdoms,  was  the  root  of  the  mifery  of 
fubjed.s,  and  the  invading  their  juft  rights   and  properties. 
They  were  only  trulled  with  their  kingdoms,  their  towns, 
their  people,  with  the  public  treafure  of  the  commonwealth, 
and   whatfoever  was   boup^ht  therewith,    for   the   sood  and 
fafety,  and  bel}  advantage  thereof  :  by  the  known  law  of  the 
land,  the  very  jev^/els  of  the  crown  were  not  the  King's  pro- 
per goods.    As  the  King  was  entrufted  with  all  thefe,  for  the 
ufe  and  ornam.ent  of  the  kingdom,    that  trull  ought  to  be 
managed  by  the  advice   of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  whom 
the  people  had  trailed  to  fee  it  difcharged  according  to  the 
condition  and  true  intent  thereof.     At  this  time  there  were 
many  plots  and  defigns  of  force  ac^^inll  the  parliament  and 
the  kingdom  ;  there  were  invaficns  from  abroad,  intended 
to  begin  at  Hull  ;  and  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  great  di- 
ftance,  and  alienation  of  his  majefty's  affeftions  from  his  par- 
liament, they  had  commanded   Sir  John.  Hotham  to  fecure 
the  town  and  map-azine  of  Hull,  for  the  fervice  of  his  ma- 
jelly  and  his  people  ;  and  had  juftiiied  him  for  executing  their 
orders.     Admitting  that  the  King  had  indeed  a  property  in 
the  tovv'n  and  magazine  of  Hull,  who  doubted  but  that  a  par- 
liament might  difpofe  of  any  thing  wherein  his  majeily,   or 
any  fubjedl,  had  a  right,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  kingdom 
might  not  be  expofed  to  hazard  ?  They  would   not  allow  a 
few  private  perfons  about  the  King,  or  even  the  King  himfelf, 
in  his  own  perfon,  to  be  judge  of  the  law  ;  and  that  contrary 
to  the  higheft  court  of  judicature.     For  what  his  majeily 
mentioned  concerning  the  earl  of  Newcallle,  they  conceived 
it  was  a  quefiion  harder  to  be  anfwered.  Why,  when  it  was 

thought 
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which  flung  off  that  reftraint  of  modeft  language  ^nno  i6^2» 
in  which  the  King's  circumftances  had  for  fome 

thought  necefiary  that  a  governor  ftiould  be  placed  in  that 
town.  Sir  John  Hotham,  a  gentleman  of  known  fortune  and 
integrity,  of  whom  both  houfes  had  exprelTed  their  conii- 
cence,  fliould  be  rejected,  and  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  who 
was  named  in  the  bufinefs  of  bringing  up  the  army,  {hould  be 
fent  down  in  a  private  way  to  take  upon  him  the  government, 
under  the  guife  of  another  name  ?  For  the  accufation  of  trea- 
fon  againft  Sir  John  Hotham,  on  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  Uk 
that  ftatute  had  declared  and  inftituted  two  diilinft  fpecies 
©f  treafon  ;  the  firfl:  to  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the 
King,  which  fecured  his  perfon  in  his  natural  capacity  as  a 
man;  the  fecond  refpecled  the  King's  political  capacity,  the 
levying  war  againft  his  laws  and  authority.  The  -levying 
war  againft  thefe,  though  not  againft  the  King's  perfon,  v^as  le-  / 
vying  war  againft  the  King  ;  but  the  levying  force  agai|jf|J  his 
perfonal  commands,  though  accompanied  with  his  prefe^ftce, 
and  not  againft  his  laws  and  authority,  but  in  the  maintenance 
thereof,  was  not  levying  war  againft  the  King,  as  the  ftatute 
itfelf  exprefled  j.befides  the  authority  of  book  cafes,  and  pre- 
cedents of  divers  traitors  condemned  upon  that  interpretation 
thereof:  for  if  the  claufe  of  levying  war  had  been  meant 
only  of  the  King's  perfon,  what  need  had  there  been  thereof, 
after  the  other  branch  of  treafon  in  the  f^mc  ftatute,  compar- 
ing the  King's  death  ?  Concerning  the  King's  declaring  Sir 
John  Hotham  a  traitor,  they  afferted,  That  though  the  pri- 
vilege of  parliament  did  not  extend  to  treafon,  felony, or  breach 
of  the  peace,  fo  as  to  exempt  members  of  parliament  from 
puniftiment,  nor  from  all  manner  of  procefs  and  trial,  yet  it  did 
privilege  tiiem  in  the  way  and  method  of  their  trial  and  puniih- 
ment ;  that  the  parliament  ftiould  have  the  caufe  firft  brought 
before  them, that  they  might  judge  of  the  facl,and  of  the  grounds 
of  the  accufation,  and  how  far  their  trial  might  concern  the 
privilege  of  parliament ;  otherwife  it  would  be  not  only  in  the 
power  of  the  King,  but  of  any  man,  under  pretence  of  trea- 
fon, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  to  take  any  member  from 
his  fervice  in  parliament;  and  fo  as  many,  one  after  another, 
as  he  pleafed  ;  which  would  be  a  breach  of  fo  eftential  a  pri- 
vilege of  parliament,  as  that  its  very  being  depended  on  it. 
If  they  had  made  any  precedents,  they  faid,  they  had  made 
them  for  pofterity,  upon  the  fame  or  better  grounds  of  reafon 
and  law,  than  thofe  on  which  their. predeceftors  had  made  any 
forms  ;  and,  as  fome  precedents  ought  not  to  be  rules  for 
them  to  follow,  fo  none  could  be  limits  to  bound  their  prc- 

P^  2  ceedings. 
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Anno  1642.  time  obliged  him  to  cloath  his  pretenfions  :  "  We 
are  trufted  by  God  and  the  law,  fays  he,  and  have 
taken  an  oath  to  difcharge  that  truft  for  the  good 
and  fafety  of  our  people  :  may  any  thing  be  taken 
from  a  man  becaufe  he  is  trufted  with  it  ?  Nay, 
may  the  perfon  himfelf  take  away  that  right  when 
he  will  and  how  he  will  ^  ?  The  law  hath  been 
otherwife ;    and  we  believe    will   be    fo    held, 

ceedings,  which  mull  vary  according  to  the  different  condi- 
tions of  times.  As  to  the  meffage  of  the  twentieth  of  Janu- 
ary, they  alleged  that,  as  often  as  it  had  been  repeated,  their 
privileges  had  been  infringed  by  prefcribing  a  way  and  me- 
thod of  proceeding  to  them.  But,  in  refped  of  the  matter 
contained  in  it,  they  had  excufed  points  of  ceremony,  and 
Ihould  ere  this  time  have  prefented  the  chief  of  their  defires. 
to  the  King,  had  they  not  been  interrupted  with  continual 
denials  of  thofe  things  which  were  neceiTary  for  their  prefent 
fecurity  and  fubfiftence  ;  and  had  not  thofe  denials  been  fol- 
lowed with  fuch  perpetual  inve£lives  againil  them,  that  they 
had  little  encouragement  to  hope  for  any  favorable  anfwer  to 
their  defires.  Evil  counfel,  they  faid,  had  not  only  feparated 
the  King  from  his  parliament  in  diftance  of  place,  but  in  dif- 
charge of  the  joint  trull  with  them,  for  the  peace  and  fafety 
of  the  kingdom  :  they  entreated  him  to  return  to  his  parlia- 
ment, which  would  put  him  into  poffeffion  of  his  town  of 
Hull,  and  other  claims  of  fovereignty. 

Clarendon,  either  himfelf  deceived  by  prejudice  and  paffion, 
or  intending  to  deceive  others,  fpeaking  of  the  immediate 
time  of  paffing  this  declaration,  fays,  "  That,  indebates  of 
the  higheft  confequence,  there  was  not  ufually  prefent  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons  the  fifth  of  their  juil  number;"  whereas 
it  appears,  by  a  divifiori  on  a  claufe  of  the  above  declaration, 
that  there  v^ere  164  members  prefent  at  the  paffing  it.  Thus 
does  this  folemn  author  eflablifh  falfhood  for  fadil ;  and  then, 
by  a  long  firing  of  arguments,  deduced  from  falfe  pofitions, 
draw  thofe  concluiions  which  fuit  befl  his  purpofes. 

The  flatutes  of  1 1  Rich.  II.  and  i  Hen.  IV.  ena6led 
thirty- four  years  after  the  flatute  of  25  Ed.  III.  authorife  the 
opinion  afTerted  in  the  parliament's  declaration  concerning  the 
dillinftion  between  the  political  and  the  natural  capacity  of 
the  King,  in  regard  to  treafon.  Hufiands*s  Colledmis,  ^to 
€d.  p.  263,  l:^  feq. 

*■  This  is  a  point  of  the  doi^rine  of  indefeafible  right. 

notwithftanding 
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notwithftanding  their  declaration.  But  this  ^nno  1642. 
truft  ought  to  be  managed  by  their  advice. 
Impofiible  !  that  the  fame  truil  iliould  be  irre- 
vocably committed  to  us  and  our  heirs  for 
ever,  and  the  fame  trufl,  and  a  power  above 
that  truft,  be  committed  to  others.  Did 
not  the  people  who  fent  them  look  upon  them 
as  a  body  temporary,  and  diflblvible  at  our  plea- 
fure  ?  and  can  it  be  believed,'  that  they  intended 
them  for  our  guardians  and  comptrollers  in  the 
management  of  that  truft  which  God  and  the  law 
hath  granted  to  us  and  our  pofterity  for  ever  *  ? 
What  the  extent  of  their  commiffion  and  truft 
is,  nothing  can  better  teach  them  than  the  writ 
whereby  we  called  them  ;  and  without  that  call 
they  could  not  have  come  together  +,  "  to  be 
our  counfellors,"  not  commanders  :    For,  how^- 

*  The  King  here,  and  in  the  words  **  irrevocably  com- 
mitted to  us,"  plainly  claims  an  indefeafible  right  for  him- 
felf  and  heirs  to  the  government  of  the  country. 

f  It  is    true,  it  was  the  King's  oifice  to  call  parliaments  ; 

'  but  this  is  no  argument  that  it  was  entirely  in  his  eleflion 
to  do  it  or  not.  Parliaments  have  always  been  confidered 
as  one  of  the  indifputable  privileges  of  Englifhmen  ;  nor 
could  the  juit  adminillration  of  governm.ent  be  carried  on, 
or  its  exigencies  be  fupplied,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
three  ellates.  Charles  had  put  in  pra^ice  many  illegal 
powers,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  fovereignty  in  his  own 

.  perfon,  and  was  at  length  urged  by  ftrong  neceffity,  not  by 
inclination,  to  call  a  parliament :  the  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  the  virtue  of  the  people,  getting  the  better  of 
an  iniquitous  refolution  he  had  taken,  to  be  troubled  with 
none  of  thefe  popular  alTemblies,  till  he  had  eftablifhed  his 
abfolute  fovereignty  in  a  manner  which  fhould  oblige  them 
to  coincide  with  his  purpofes ;  that  is,  to  yield  up  all  pre- 
teniions  to  legiflation,  to  become  inllruments  of  levying 
heavy  taxes  on  the  people,  and  to  give  counfel  when  tr^eir 
advice  was  afked.  This  was  the  the  King's  idea  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  privileges  of  parliaments ;  and  this  he  always 
means,  when  he  declares  it  his  intention  to  fupport  their  jull 
rights. 

R  2  ever 
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Anno  1642.  ever  they  frequently  confound  them,    the  ofnces 
are  feveral  y  and  counfeliors  not  in  all  things,  but 
in   fome  things.     They  may  eafily  find  among 
their  precedents,    that  queen  Elizabeth,    upon 
whofe  good  time  all  good   men  look  with  reve- 
rence, committed  one  We^tworth,  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  fitting  in  the  houfe,  but 
for  propofing  that  they  might  advife  the  queen 
in  a  matter  flie  thought  they  had  nothing  to  do 
to  meddle  in  *. — Were  not  the  parliament  trufled 
by  us,    continues   the  King,    when  we  firfl  fent 
for    them  ?    And  were  they  not  trufted   by  us, 
when  we  paiTed  them  our  promife  that  we  would 
not  diiTolve  them  ?    Can  it  be  prefumed,    that 
we  trufbed  them  with  a  power  to  defrroy  us,  and 
to  diiTolve   our   government   and  authority  -j-  ? 
Were  they  not  trufted  by  thofe  who  fent  them  ? 
and  were  they  trulled  to  alter  the  government  of 
church  and  fiate,    and  make  themfelves  perpe- 
tual dictators  over  the  King  and  people  j:  ?" 

*  The  arbitrary  authority  exercifed  by  this  queen  is  the 
mode]  to  which  Charles  ofFered  to  reduce  his  power,  after 
all  thofe  advantages  the  popular  intereft  had  gained,  bv  a 
ipirited  oppofition  to  his  tyrannical  adminifLration. 

f  The  aft  of  the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was  not 
a  mattisr  of  Charles's  eleftion  :  the  parliament  had  voted 
tannage  and  poundage  for  no  longer  a  period  than  two 
months ;  and  as  this  branch  was  more  than  half  the  reve- 
nue, the  King  could  not  fupport  his  government  without  it. 
It  was  therefore  in  the  power  of  the  parliament  to  continue 
themfelves  as  long  as  they  pleafed,  or  as  tlie  people  would 
fubmitto  their  authority  ;  feeing  the  King,  at  this  time,  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  enter  into  the  extremities  of  a  civil 
war,   and  thus  to  defend  any  new  violation  of  law. 

t  On  the  fubjcift  of  this  difpute  concerning  Hull,  Charles 
quoted  a  flatute  made  in  11  Hen.  VII.  to  provide  in  thofe 
times,  when  the  poiTeuion  of  the  crown  was  very  precari- 
ous, for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who  fhould  adhere  to  the  ac- 
knowledged king.  The  parliament  argued.  That  the  mean- 
ing of  this  flatuje,  which  provided  that  none  who  fhquld 
attend  upon  the  King,  and  do  him  true  fervice,  jlhould  be 

attainted      ^j 
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-  The  militia  bill,  which  the  King  had  offered  Anno  1642. 
the  parliament,  granted  the  power  for  one  year 
to  thofe  who  had  been  nominated  by.  the  two 
honfes  in  their  firil  ordinance,  fubjeding  the 
execution  of  this  truft  to  the  authority  of  the 
whole  legiflature,  whiiil  the  King  was  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  to  the  two  houfes  only,  during  his 
abfence.  Many  of  thofe  v;ho  had  been  nomi-  - 
nated  in  the  firft  ordinance  were  in  aclual  atten- 
dance on  the  court  at  York,  and  in  declared  op- 
pofition  to  the  parliament.  The  parliament  al- 
tered the  bill,  by  extending  the  time  to  two 
years ;     changing   fome  of    the    commifTioners 

attainted  or  forfeit  any  thing,  if  conftrued  in  a  conflitutional 
fenfe,  fecured  all  thofe  who  followed  the  judgment  of  par- 
liament for  their  guide:  the  duty  of  allegiance  was  ex- 
pre/Ted  in  this  ftatute  to  be,  to  ferve  the  King,  for  the  time 
being,  in  his  wars  for  the  defence  of  him  and  the  land  ; 
and  not  following  the  king  in  any  cafe  whatfoever  againll 
the  kingdom  and  its  laws.  It  mull  be  underilood  to  be  fol- 
lowing him  againll:  the  law  of  the  land,  if  againft  the  par- 
liament, which  was  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  kingdom. 
This  was  a  declining  from  the  duty  of  allegiance,  which 
the  flatute  fuppofed  might  be  done,  though  men  fhould  fol- 
low the  King's  perfon  in  the  war,  as  appeared  by  the  pro- 
vifo  at  the  end  of  it,  *'  That  none  fiiould  take  benefit  there- 
by, who  declined  from  their  allegiance."  The  fervice  of 
the  King,  for  the  time  being,  could  not  be  underflood  of 
other  than  one  who  was  acknowledged  king  by  the  parlia- 
ment;  and  if  the  judgment  of  the  parliament  muft  be  fol- 
lowed when  the  quellion  was,  Who  is  king?  much  more 
muft  it,  when  the  queilion  was,  What  is  the  bell  fervice  of 
the  king  and  kingdom  ?  In  regard  to  the  difpute  concern- 
ing the  right  to  fovereignty  claimed  by  the  King,  and  at 
prefent  exercifed  by  the  parliament,  the  authority  of  the 
latter  was  founded  on  the  juileil  bafis  of  government,  viz. 
The  willing  fubmiflion  of  the  people,  who,  at  a  time  when 
^hey  were  in  a  condition  to  exert  their  natural  ilrength, 
oppofed  the  pretenfions  of  the  King,  and  fubmitted  to  thofe 
of  the  parliament.  Patl.  Hijl,  vol.  X.  p.  502.  vol.  Xi.  p. 
I J  2,  ^ /^^'  Hujbandi's  ColhBionSi    p.  263,   t:^  Jeq, 

R  4.  names. 
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Annoi642.  names  ;    confining  their  power  to  rebellion,    in- 

furre6lion,  and  foreign  invafion  ^    and  fubjeding 

their  airchority  to  the  King's  command,  fignified 

by  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

"^f V^'h^       Charles,  having  been  thwarted  in  the  execu- 

pariiament's  tlon  of  his  Intended  journey  to  Ireland,  pofi- 

themi^f^  tively  refufed  to  pafs  the  bill,  alleging  that  the 

Hu&ancJ's  alterations   had   given    to   fubjeds    an  abfolute 

Coikaions.  pQwer  ^.     He  infifted.    that  he  was  not  bound 


&fe^. 


*  He  forbad  the  parliament  to  put  their  ordinance  in  ex- 
ecution. He  was  confident,  he  faid,  if  they  attempted  it, 
he  fhould  find  more  obedience  according  to  law,  than  they 
would  do  againfl  law  :  he  fhould  eileem  all  thofe  who 
fhould  obey  them  as  dillurbers  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
and  would  in  due  feafon  call  them  to  a  legal  account. 

On  the  receiving  a  denial  to  the  militia  bill,  wiih  ano- 
t^ier  mellage,  in  which  the  King  demanded  juftice  againfl 
Sir  John  Hodiam,  and  afTerted  a  property  in  Hull,  the 
liOrds,  in  a  conference  with  the  Commons,  propofed  that 
the  parliament  might  fpeedily  confiaer  of  naming  thofe  ill 
cocnfellors  who  advifed  the  King  to  fuch  mefTages,  that  fome 
tourfe  might  be  taken  to  bring  them  to  punifliment :  they 
often  importuned  the  Commons  on  the  fame  fubjedl. 

A  declaration  was  fet  forth  by  the  parliament,  in  which 
they  complained  of  the  King's  iniincerity  :  "  He  had,  they 
faid,  contrary  to  their  advice,  declined  an  ordinance  which 
they  had  palled,  and  held  neceffary  for  the  peace  and  fafet;^ 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  had,  by  feveral  meifages,  invited 
them  to  fettle  the  militia  by  afi  cf  parliament,  faying  he 
never  denied  the  thing,  only  denied  the  way;  that  he  took 
exceptions  to  the  preface,  as  not  flanding  with  his  honor, 
and  that  himfelf  was  excluded  in  the  execution,  and  for  a 
time  unlimited  :  whereupon  the  Lords  and  Commons,  on 
his  majefty's  offering  them  a  bill  ready  drawn  to  exprefs 
their^  earneft  zeal  to  correfpond  with  his  defires,  no  way  de- 
clining their  ordinance  as  illegal,  did  entertain  the  fame  5 
and  therein  omitted  the  preamble  inferted  before  the  ordi- 
nance, limited  the  time  to  lefs  than  two  years,  and  eon^ 
fined  the  authority  of  the  lieutenants  to  three  particulars. 
Viz,  rebellion,  infurreclion,  and  foreign  invafion.  What 
muft  be  the  exceptions  to  this  bill,  fays  the  declaration  ? 
Not  any  fure  which  were  to  the  ordinance  :  That  was  ex- 
cepted againil  becaufe  that  the  difpofing  and  execution  there- 
^  ■     '■    '         ■  ■'      ■  of 
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bV  any  promife  he  had  made  to  pafs  the  militia  ^""°'^4»' 

1  -ti        •'1  •    1      1       1     t  1  11-  I  1       Journals  of 

0ill,  which  had  been  tendered   to  him   by  the  commons, 

vol.  II.  p. 

of  were  referred  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  his  ma- 
jelly  excluded  ;  and  now,  that  by  this  bill  the  power  and 
execution  is  afcertained,  and  reduced  to  particulars,  his 
majefly  will  not  trnft  the  perfons ;  the  power  is  too  great, 
too  unlimited.  His  majelly,  for  the  fpace  of  above  fifteen 
years  together,  thought  not  a  power  far  exceeding  this  to 
be  too  great  to  truft  particular  perfons  with,  to  whofe  will 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  people,  by  martial  law,  wqfq 
made  fubjedl :  for  fuch  was  the  power  given  to  the  lord- 
lieutenants  and  deputy-lieutenants,  in  every  county  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  that  without  the  confent  of  his  people,  or 
authority  of  law-^  but  now,  in  cafe  of  extreme  neceffity,  upon 
advice  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  no  longer  a  fpace 
than  two  years,  a  lefier  power  is  thought  too  great  to  trull 
particular  perfons  with."  The  declaration  concludes  with  a 
refolution  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  to  aifert  their  ordi- 
nance, and  a  command  to  all  perfons  in  authority  to  put  it 
in  execution. 

The  parliament  having  printed  and  publilhed  their  decla- 
ration, without  the  ufual  ceremony  of  fending  it  to  the  King, 
he  prefaced  his  reply  with  an  apology,  that  though  he  well 
wnderllood  how  much  it  was  below  the  high  and  royal  dig- 
nity wherein  God  had  placed  him,  to  take  notice,  much 
fnore  to  trouble  himfelf  with  anfwering  thofe  many  fcanda- 
lous  feditious  pamphlets  and  printed  papers  which  were  fcat- 
tered  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  yet,  he  was  contented  to  let 
himfelf  fall  to  any  office  which  might  undeceive  his  people, 
and  to  take  more  pains  with  his  pen  than  ever  King  did, 
when  he  found  any  thing  which  feemed  to  carry  the  authority 
and  reputation  of  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Hyde,  after- 
wards earl  of  Clarendon,  boaits  the  having  compofed  and 
penned  all  the  papers  publifhed  in  the  King's  name,  during 
the  conteft  between  him  and  the  pariiament.  The  King,  in 
this  apology,  claims  to  himfelf  the  fole  reputation  of  thefe 
performances.  On  the  fubjeft  of  this  difpute  betweeri  the 
King  and  parliament,  touching  the  militia,  a  little  trad  was 
publifhed,  in  which  the  queilion  is  very  clearly,  fully,  and 
logically  anfwered  on  the  fundamental  grounds  of  jull  and 
free  government ;  viz.  That  there  was  inlaws  an  equitable 
and  a  literal  fenfe.  His  majelly,  let  it  be  granted,  was  en- 
trulled  by  law  with  the  militia;  but  it  was  for  the  good  and 
prefervation  of  the  people :  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the 
commonwealth  would  by  law  en  truft  the  King  with  the  mi- 
litia 
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Anno  1642.  parliament.  Since  the  votes  upon  lord-lieutenants, 
he  faid,  and  their  com  millions,  begun  by  him  or 
his  father,  had  fo  difcountenanced  an  authority, 
which  for  many  years  together  was  happily  looked 
upon  with  reverence  and  obedience  by  the  peo- 
ple, he  had,  and  did  think  it  neceflary,  that 
ibme  wholefome  law  fhould  be  provided  for  the 
bufmefs  of  fettling  the  militia;  but  he  exped:ed 
that  that  neceflary  power  fhould  be  firfl  invefted 
in  him,  before  he  confented  to  transfer  it  toother 
men ;  neither  could  it  ever  be  imagined,  that  he 
would  confent  that  a  greater  power  fhould  be  in 
the  hands  of  fubje6ls  than  was  judged  v/orthy  to 
be  truiled  with  himfelf.  If  it  was  not  thought  fit 
to  make  a  new  ad,  in  that  point,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  he  fhould  be  able  to  grant  commifTions, 
which  would  legally  enable  thofe  he  trufted  to  do 
all  offices  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom, 

litia  againft  themfelves.    That  when  there  was  a  certain  ap- 
pearance, that  the  letter  of  the  law  fhould  be  improved  againfi: 
the  equity  of  it,  it  gave  liberty  to  the  commanded  to  refufe 
obedience  to  the  letter;  the  execution  of  the  laws,  according 
to  their  equity  and  reafon,  being  that  fpirit  which  gave  life 
to  authority.     This  bold  afTertion  of  the  rights  of  mankind 
gave  fuch  difguft  to  the  King,  that  he  fligmatized  this  pam- 
phlet as  one  of  the  moft  faftious  performances  which  had  been 
written  againil  him  ;  and  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
recommending  to  them  to  ufe  all  poffible  care  and  diligence 
in  finding  out  the  author,  and  to  give  diredlion  to  his  learned 
counfel  to  proceed  againft  him  and  thepublifhers,  as  perfons 
who  endeavored  to  liir  up  fedition  againft   his  majefty:   He 
doubted  not  but  they  were  very  fenfible  how  much  their  own 
particular  intereft,  as  well  as  the  public  government    of  the 
kingdom,  mail  be  fhaken,  if  fuch  licence  Ihould  be  permit- 
ted to  bold  fa6lious   fpirits,    to  withdraw  his  fufejeds'  ftri£l 
obedience  from  the  lavvs  eftablifhed,  by  fuch  treafonable  dif- 
tinftions  :    He  expected  a  fpeedy  account  of  their  Lordihips 
exemplary  juftice.  The  Lords  not  returning  an  anfwer  to  this 
prefiing   fnefrage,    the  King  particularly  complained  of  the 
neglea.    Pari  Hi  ft.   vol.  X.  p.  481,  l^  feq.    Hvjbandi's  Col- 
kdions,  p.  171,  ^/eq.  Rufii^vortb^  vol.  lY.  p.  542,  l^feq. 

1  if 
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if  any  difturbance  lliould  happen.     Whilil  there  Anno  164a. 
was  fo  great   liberty  ufed    in  voting   men  to  be 
enemies  to  the  commonweaith,  an  Englilh  phrafe 
he  fcarcely  undenlood  *,  and  in  cenfuring  men 
for  their  fervice  and  attendance  on   his  perfon, 
and  in  his  lawful  commands,  great  heed  mull  be 
taken  intowhat  hands  he  committed  fuch  a  pow- 
er, to  fupprefs  infurredions    and    rebellion:    If  . 
there  was  learning  found  out  to  make  Sir  John 
Hotham's  taking  up  arms  againft  him,  and  keep- 
ing his  town  and  fort  from  him,   no  treafon  and 
rebellion,  he  did  not  know  whether  a  new  difco- 
very  might  not  find  it  rebellion  in  him  to  defend 
himfelf  from  fuch  arms,    and  to  endeavor  to  re- 
cover what  was  taken  from  him.     That  declara- 
tion to  which  this  was  an  aniwer,  whether  it  had 
refuted  his  reafons  or  not,  it  had  required  all  per- 
fons  in  authority  to  put  the  ordinance  in  prefent 
execution;  and  all  others  to  obey  it,  according  to 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land-f  j    but  he, 
whom  God  had  truiled    to  maintain  and  defend 
thole  fundamental  laws,  did  declare,  that  there 
was  no  legal  power  in  either  or  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  with- 
out his  confent,  to  command  any  part  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  kingdom.    Here  follows  a  charge  to 
all  the  fubjedls,  upon  their  allegiance,  and  as  they 
would  anfwer  it  on  their  peril,  not  to  put  the  or- 

*  The  King  here  fhews  his  difapprobation  of  the  term 
Commonwealth  ;  it  began  to  be  ufed  in  the  time  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  on  the  earlieft  dawn  of  that  tafte  for  Liberty, 
which  was  at  prefent  at  its  utmoll:  acme  in  this  country. 

f  The  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls  of  Cumberland  and 
Lincoln,  with  the  lord  Strange,  having  been  nominated  in 
the  ordinance,  excafed  themfelves  from  accepting  lieutenant+ 
cies:  the  lord  Paget,  who  had  accepted  of  this  oiHce,  and 
appointed  his  deputies,  threw  up  his  commiffion.  Pari.  Hiji* 
vol.  X.  p,  482,  t^ feq, 

dinancc 
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Anno  1642.  finance  of  parliament  into  execution.    A  procla- 
niTtion.       mation  foon  after  ijfTued  out,  to  the  fame  purport, 
on  the  authority  of  a  ftatute   of  the  feventh  of 
Edward  I.  in  which  it  was  declared,  That  to  the 
King,  by  his  royal  feigniority,  it  belonged  to  de- 
fend wearing  of  armor,    and  all  other  force  a- 
gainft  the  peace;    and  to  punifh  thofe  who  do 
Thepariia-  contrary.  This  was  met  with  a  countermand  from 
"rmandThe  thc  parliament  *. 

diaatesof  Charles,  on  his  firfl  arrival  at  York,  found  the 
procia-"^  ^  inhabitants  of  the  country  very  cautious  in  offer- 
xnation.  jj^g  their  fervices  ;  and  the  court,  for  fometime, 
carried  a  very  mournful  and  folitary  afped.  This 
did  not  continue  long;  the  malignants  flocked  in 
great  numbers  to  this  place  of  fafety;  molt  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  of  large  property  in  the 

*  Thev  aflerted,  that  the  declaration  of  the  feventh  of 
Edw.  I.  was  not  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  quoted  in 
the  King's  prociamation  ;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quef- 
tion,  Vv'hether,  if  the  King  fhould  refufe  to  difcharge  that 
duty  and  truft,  there  was  not  a  power  in  the  two  houfes  to 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  parliament  and  peace  of  the 
kingdom  ?  It  was  acknowledged  that  the  King  was  the  foun- 
tain of  juilice  and  proteflion  ;  but  thefe  a6ls  of  juftice  and 
protection  were  not  exercifed  in  his  own  perfon,  nor  did  they 
depend  on  his  pleafure,  but  by  his  courts  and  his  minillers, 
who  muft  do  their  duty  therein,  though  the  King  ihould  for- 
bid them.  The  parliament  was  not  only  a  court  of  judica- 
ture, enabled  by  the  laws  to  adjudge  and  determine  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  againft  fuch  patents  and  grants 
of  his  majefcy  as  were  prejudicial  thereto,  although  ftreng- 
thened  by  his  perfonal  command,  and  by  his  proclamation 
under  the  great  feal ;  but  it  was  likewife  a  council  to  pro- 
vide for  the  neceflity,  to  prevent  the  imminent  danger,  and 
\  preferve  the  public  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 

declare  the  King's  pleafure  in  thofe  things  which  were  requi- 
fite  thereto;  and  what  they  did  therein  had  the  ftamp  of  royal 
authority,  though  his  majelly,  feduced  by  wicked  counfel, 
did  in  his  own  perfon  oppofe  or  interrupt  the  fame.  The 
King  by  his  fovereignty  was  not  enabled  to  deflroy  his  people, 
but  to  proced  and  defend  them. 

kingdom, 
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kingdom,  from  a  variety  of  caufes,  efpoufed  the  Anno  164a, 
fallen  eftate  of  monarchy:  Some  lookino;  yet  up- 
on the  King  as  the  only  fource  of  honor  and 
riches,  expected  to  gain  rank  and  preferments  by 
attaching  themfeives  to  his  fortune  in  this  time 
of  adverfity :  Others,  and  thefe  v/ere  the  greater 
number,  men  of  abjcvfl  minds,  who,  priding 
themfeives  in  a  fancied  fuperiority  of  ilation, 
dreaded  more  than  fiavery  that  equal  partition  of 
privilege  and  Liberty  to  which  the  fpirit  of  the 
timps  was  viUbly  tending:  Others,  of  timid  na- 
tures, apprehended  the  precarious  grounds  on 
which  the  parliament  had  difcarded  the  common 
forms  of  the  conflitution,  and  aiTumed  powers 
unknown  to  later  ages,  fupported  only  in  thefe 
high  adls  by  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  whofe 
volatile  temper,  moulded  to  their  purpofes  to-day, 
might  to  morrow  forfake  their  adventurous  lead- 
ers, and  bow  their  willing  necks  to  the  familiar 
yoke  of  regal  power :  Some,  whofe  confciences, 
bafely  enllaved  to  the  dodrines  of  priefts,  con- 
founding political  duties  with  a  dark  miflaken 
fenfe  of  religion,  fubmitted  with  fuperftitious  re- 
verence to  the  claims  of  the  crown  and  the  mitre, 
and  regarded  it  as  an  ad  of  devotion  to  fupport 
prerogatives  they  had  been  taught  to  look  upon 
as  facred  and  of  divine  original :  Some  there  were 
who,  though  pofTefTed  of  fuperiority  of  fortune 
and  ilation  to  the  popular  leaders,  yet  being  in- 
ferior in  point  of  abilities  and  virtue,  were  unable 
to  attain  their  reputation  and  influence;  thefe, 
with  envious  affeflions,  curfed  that  caufe  which, 
if  crowned  with  fuccefs,  muftyet  farther  advance 
the  power  and  fortunes  of  the  men  they  hated  : 
Others  again,  of  loofe  morals,  afpiring  to  nothing 
but  the  eafy  enjoyment  of  vicious  life,  abided  by 
the  rights  of  the  crown,  becaufe  they  v/ere  fccure 

of 
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Anno  1644.  of  finding,  in  the  riotous  luxuries  of  a  court,  all 
thofe  wanton  amufements  from  which  the  fober 
manners  and  rigid  virtue  of  the  parlimentary 
party  would  have  totally  debarred  them  *. 

The  defection  from  the  caufe  of  Liberty  was 

much  greater  in  the  upper  than  in  the  lower  houfe. 

Nine  peers   j^Fq  Icfs  than   nine  peers  were  impeached  by  the 

b^^"e  ^     Commons,    for  departing -f  without  leave,    and 

Commons.  ^[\\  continuing  at  York,  notwithilanding  a  fum- 

mons  and  command   to  return  to  the  duties  of 

*  One  of  the  chief  motives  which  afluated  the  fons  of  Bru- 
tus to  attempt  the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy  of  Rome,  was 
the  indulgence  of  a  vicious  licentioufnefs  which  they  had 
praftifed  under  the  example  and  protection  of  a  court,  and 
of  which  they  found  themfelves  deprived  when  the  laws  reco- 
vered their  full  force. 

f  On  the  twenty- fifth  of  May,  on  a  call  of  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  it  was  found  that  thirty- two  peers  were  abfent,  and 
with  the  King  at  York;  in  tv/oor  three  days  after,  five  more 
deferted  the  fervice  of  parliament.  On  the  fixteenth  of  June, 
the  houfe  of  Commons  being  called,  fixty- five  members  were 
abfent;  on  this  deficiency  a  refolution  pafled.  That  the  ab- 
fent members  Should  not  fit  in  the  houfe  till  they  had  made 
their  cxcufe  to  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and 
that  excufe  allowed  of  by  the  houfe.  The  fame  committee 
was  aathorifed  to  levy  the  fines  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
which,  by  a  former  refolution,  had  been  impofed  on  abfent 
members.  To  oblige  metnbers  to  a  methodical  attendance  on 
the  public  bufmefs,  it  was  ordered,  in  the  lower  houfe,  that 
thofe  who  were  not  at  prayers  at  eight  o'clock  every  morning 
ihould  pay  twelve  pence  to  the  poor.  The  King,  in  hopes  of 
lefTening  the  credit  of  the  parliament,  had  ordered  his  friends 
in  both  houfes  to  abfent  themfelves  from  thecounfels  of  thefe 
alTemblies ;  and  then  endeavored  to  inculcate  the  opinion, 
that  they  v/ere  driven  away  by  tumults.  His  hiilorian  Cla- 
rendon gives  a  variety  of  reafons  for  thefe  men  forfaking  the 
duty  of  their  cfHce,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  piece  of  very 
ill  jJblicy,  fince  it  cccafioned  all  the  King's  enemies  to  carry 
their  meafures  into  execution  without  oppofition.  The  Com* 
mons,  on  very  julliliable  grounds,  expelled  all  thofe  who 
refufed  to  obey  their  fummons  of  attendance,  and  iiluedout 
new  writs  tochoofe  other  members  in  their  rooni.  Journals  of 
the  Qcmmonsy  vcl.  \\.  p.  538* 

their 
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their  office.     For  this  high  affront  and  contempt  Aanoie^s. 
of  both  honfes,  and   for  their   being  juflly  fuf- 
pedled  to  promote  a  civil  war  by  fuch  demeanor, 
they  were  fentenced  to  lofe  their  vote  and  privi- 
lege in  the  prefent  parliament ;  and  to  ftand  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower,  during  the  pleafure  of  the 
houfe  *.     The  great  refort  to  the  King's  court 
had  an  obvious  influence  on  the  condud:  of  the 
Yorkfhire  gentry.     The  parliament,  to  prevent 
their  total  defedion,  fent  down  the  lord  Howard 
ofEfrick,  the  lord  Fairfax,  Sir  Hugh  Choi mon->arnais^f 
deley.  Sir  Henry  Cholmondeley,  and  Sir  Philip  vo°riirp! 
■  Stapleton,  all  men  of  rank  and  property  in  the  s^s- 
county  of  York,  as  a  committee  to  refide  about 
the  court,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  King,  to 
counteradl  his  proje<51:Sy  to  vindicate  the  authority 
of  parliament,  and  to  juftify  their  intentions  from 
falfe  afperlions.     The  King,  taking  up  a  higher  J'^^^''^"'*- 
ilyle  than  he  had  hitherto  ufed  to  any  who  were?,  51/. 
immediately  commilTioned  from  the  parliament, 
ordered  them  to  return    to   London  f.     They 

*  Clarendon  reprefents  this  as  an  high  breach  of  privilege, 
for  the  lower  houle  to  interfere  in  a  matter  fo  entirely  belong- 
ing to  the  upper  houfe.  The  fadl  is  not  only  unfairly  ftated 
by  this  hiftorian,  but  the  conclulions,  drawn  from  it  are  par- 
tial and  prejudiced  :  the  Lords  themfelves  invited  the  Com- 
ihons  to  take  a  part  in  a  bulinefs  which,  they  faid,  concerned 
the  fafety  of  the  realm,  and  the  very  being  of  parliaments. 
The  critical  time  of  this  difobedience  rendered  the  offence  a 
public  one;  and  it  was  in  this  fenfe  alone  that  the  Commons, 
as  the  general  inquifitors  of  the  kingdom,  impeached  the 
offenders.  *'  The  withdrawing  themfelves  from  parliament, 
faid  they,  is  co-operating  with  the  defigns  of  that  party 
from  whofe  malignant  oppolition  the  nation  is  daily  threat- 
ened with  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Par/.  Hiji,  vol.  XT. 
p.  188,  195,  20c,  325. 

f  The  hopes  of  the  party  were  at' this  time  very  high,  as 
may  be  feen  by  a  letter  written  by  colonel  Wilmot,  an  agent 
in  the  confpiracy  to  bring  up  the  army,  to  one  Crofts,  ia 
Holland,  intercepted  b^  a  fhip   (lationed   on  the  northern 

coails; 
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Anno  1642.  pleaded  their  command  to  continue  about  his 
perfon,  and  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  peace  of  the 
country.  On  this  he  told  them,  that  if  they 
would  pofitively  difobey  him,  and  ftay,  he  ad- 
vifed  them  not  to  make  any  party,  or  hinder  his 
fervice  in  the  country-,  for  otherwife,  he  would 
clap  them  up.  They  replied,  with  firmnefs, 
that  they  had  undertaken,  and  were  bound  in 
duty  and  honor  to  obferve,  the  inftrudtions  they 
had  received ;  nor  could  they  be  commanded 
from  executing  them,  without  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  parliament  *. 

coafts :  it  exemplifies  the  conduft,  manners,  and  way  of 
thinking  of  the  court  and  its  dependants.  "  Dear  Will, 
by  thefe  lail  letters  to  the  queen,  you  will  find  a  great  alte- 
ration of  bufmefs  here  :  the  King,  who  very  lately  appeared 
almoft  abandoned  by  all  his  fubjefts,  is  now  become  the  fa- 
vorite of  the  kingdom ;  yet  I  believe  his  enemies  are  not  fo 
neglefled  as  not  to  be  able  to  raife  an  army  to  oppofe  him  : 
and  indeed  here  lies  the  tell ;  for  they  will  be  followed  juft 
enough  to  forfeit  their  eftates,  which,  I  have  often  heard 
you  fay,  were  better  bellowed  on  fome  of  us.  Yellerday 
there  came  a  meffenger  from  the  houfe,  who  had  an  order, 
and  did  likevvife  raife  the  power  of  the  country,  to  entreat 
Berkley,  Alhburnham,  and  myfelf  to  come  to  fpeak  to  the 
houfe ;  but  the  King  gave  the  meffenger  a  fhort  anfwer,  and 
an  ofRcer  or  tv/o  gave  him  a  fhort  cudgel  ;  fo  he  is  returned 
to  London,  a  fine  gentleman  with  his  arm  in  a  fcarf."  Pari. 
Bijl.  vol.  XL  p.  260,  l^  Jeci, 

*  Though  thefe  men  had  done  nothing  to  incur  the 
penalty  of  the  law,  yet  Clarendon  feems  to  lament  it,  as  a 
particular  inHance  of  the  King's  prefent  ticklifh  condition, 
that  he  could  not  either  commit  them  to  prifon,  or  expel 
them  the  city  of  York,  or  inhibit  them  the  freedom  of  the 
court.  The  King's  threats  occafioned  a  declaration  from 
both  houfes.  That  any  perfon  wharfoever,  who  fhould  arreit 
or  imprifon  thole  lords  and  gentlemen,  or  any  of  them,  or 
any  other  member  of  either  houfe,  who  were  or  fhould  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  or 
{hould  offer  violence  to  them,  for  doing  any  thing  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  commands,  fhould  be  held  diflurbersof  the 
proceedings    of  parliament,    and  public  enemies   of   the 

(late; 
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Charles,  thinking  himfelf  pretty  fecure  of  the  ^^"<>  1^4^. 
affedtions  of  the  Yorkfhire  gentry,  had  fum- 
moned  them  to  attend  him  on  the  twelfth  of 
May  * ;  the  purpofe  of  this  meeting  being  to  ^ 
levy  forces,  under  the  pretence  of  a  guard  for 
the  King's  perfon.  The  committee  employed 
their  intereft  to  defeat  the  defign.  The  King 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  aflemblyj  in.which  he 
complained,  in  bitter  terms,  of  the  difrefpedl  of 
the  parliament,  the  difobedience  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  forlorn  condition  to  which  he 
was  reduced ;  and  concluded  with  telling  them 
he  meant  to  raife  a  guard  of  horfe  for  the  fafety 
of  his  own  perfon,  to  continue  no  longer  than 
the  neceflity  of  thejundture  fhould  require,  and 
to  be  maintained  at  his  own  expence^  Previous 
to  this  fpeech,  fome  of  the  meflages  which  had 
pafTed  between  the  King  and  parliarhent  were 
read,  whilft  feveral  perfons,  v/ho  had  been  placed 
on  purpofe  near  the  King,  applauded  his  mef- 
fages  with  tumult  and  riot,  and  hiffed  and  re- 
viled thofe  of  the  parliament  with  indecent  lan- 
guage, faying  they  ought  to  fet  their  houfes  in 
order,  for  many  of  their  members  would  fhortly 
have  their  heads  cut  off-j-.  This  low  infult  had 
a  different  efFe6t  from  that  to  which  it  v/as  in- 
tended, difgulling  even  t^e  moderate  men  of 
the  royal  party,  who  ftill  retained  a  veneration 
for  parliaments.  The  committee  retired,  v/ith 
the  reft  of  the  gentry,  to  take  the  King's  pro- 
pofal  into  confideration.     In  manly,  though  in 

date ;  arid  that  all  perfons  were  bound  by  the  protellatioa 
to  bring  them  to  punifhment.     Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  514. 

*  The  parliament  pafled  a  declaration  againft  this  fara- 
mons.     Journals  of  the  Commons^  vol.  II.  p.  556. 

f  The  King  had  exprefsly  ordered  the  committee  to  at- 
tend, with  an  intent  to  mortify  them  with  this  infult. 
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Aono  1642.  modeft  tei*ms,  they  expbftulated  with  them  on 
the   rough  ufage  they  had  received  :  they  com- 
municated to  them  the  inftructions  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  urged  the  lieceflity  they  were  under 
to  obey  their  commands  :  they  juftified  the  con- 
du6l:  of  this  affembly  ;  and  alTerted,  that  their 
care  of  the  King's  jperfon   was    fuch,   that  he 
could  have  no  need  of  guards.     Charles,  fear- 
ing   the   influence  of    fuch  difcourfes,    fent   a 
peremptory  order  to  the  committee  to  depart. 
Twelve   men  having    been   appointed  to    con- 
fider  of  an  anfwer  to  the    King's  propofition, 
the  bufmefs  of  the  day  was  finifhed :  the  com- 
mittee   therefore  withdrew,  according    to    the 
King's  command  ;  but  withall  told  the  affembly, 
that  they  had  a  right  to  afTift  at  fuch  confulta- 
tions,   being    freeholders    of  the   county,  and 
whenever  there  was  occafion  for  their  prefence, 
in  purfuance   of  their  inftrudlions,  they  would 
attend.     This  was  received  with  applaufe  from 
the  whole  company;  and  fuch  was  the   effecl: 
their  firm  condudt  and  judicious  arguments  pro- 
duced,   that    the    King's     propofal    was    not 
accepted  with  unanimous  approbation.     Six  of 
the  twelve  who  had  been  appointed  for  the  fore- 
mentioned  bufinefs,  brought  in  an  anfwer,  the 
purport  of  which  was^    To  defire  the  King  ta 
impart  his  fears  to  the  parliament,  to   hearken 
to  their  advice,  and  to  permit  the  committee, 
for  whofe  fidelity  an<}  honor  they  would  be  re- 
fponfible,  to  negociate  their    employment,  till 
they   were  recalled  by  the    parliament.     The 
anfwer  which  the  other  fix  brought  in  wholly 
acquiefced  with  the  King's  defire,  without  other 
condition  than   that  the    guard  fhould    be   all 
gentlemen,    and    unqueftionable    in    their    re- 
iigion.     The  fubfcribers  to  this  were  very  few, 

in 
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in  proportion  to   the   number  who   figned  the  Ajino  i64«y 
other.     Charles  met  with  a  contradidion  of  the 
fame  kind  from  the  inferior  clafs  of  freeholders, 
of  whofe   inclinations   being  apprized^  he  had 
not  only  omitted  them  in  his  fummons;  but  in 
their  repair  to  the  city  of  York  had  forbidden 
them    to   attend   the   place  of  meeting.     This^ 
ufage  was   refented  with  proper  fpirit :  the  free- 
holders, to  the   number  of  thourands,  fent   upr 
a   petition,  in   which  they  {tt   forth,  that  they 
had  not  only  been  denied  accefs  to  the  King,  and 
kept  back  by  violence,  but  had  been  prefled  ta 
fubfcribe  a  paper,   ftyled,  An  anfwer  to  his  ma- 
jelly's   propoficions  V  and,  on    their   denial,  had 
been  threatened,  that,  when  his  majefty's  army 
was  on   foot,  they  who  refufed  ihould   be  firft 
pillaged :  they  entreated  the  King   to  preferve 
the  peace  of  the  county,  which  could  not,  they 
faid,  afford    that  honor  and  fafety  to  his  majefty 
as    the  whole  kingdom,  which  he  might  com- 
mand, if  united  to  his   parliament ;  and  hintedj, 
that   none  of  his    mandates  could    be    legally 
obeyed,  if  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  that  afiemw 
bly.     This  petition  they  followed  with  a  fpirited 
declaration,  in  which  they  protefted   againft  be-- 
ing  concluded  in   any  refolutions  of  that   re- 
feree of  knights  and  gentlemen  who  were  eledt- 
ed  without  their  aflent. 

Notwithftanding    this   oppofition,   the    King  The  King 
purfued    his    refolution    of  raifing   levies  :    the  '^^^^  forces 
gentry  of  the  county  were  fummoned  to  bring  IuhJ of  I 
m  their  horfe,  a  troop  of  cavalry   was  formed^  s"^'^''- 
and  a  regiment  of  trained-bands,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Robert  Strickland,  was  appointed 
to   wait   on  the  King  *,   as    bis  guard  of  foot. 

*  Orders  iffaed  from  the  two  hourfes,  direcling  die  fheriiFs 
and   other    officers  of   the   feveral  countks,   within    one 
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Anno  1642.  With  this  military  parade,  attended  by  the  duke 
of  York,  the  prince  eledtor,  and  all  the  nobility 
who  had  followed  his  fortunes,  with  his  whole 
train  of  fervants,  he  met  a  general  aflembly  of 
freeholders,  whofe  affedions  he  found  it  neceflary 
to  reconcile.  Curiofity  brought  a  multitude,  to 
the  number  of  forty  thoufand,.  to  the  field  of 
meeting.  To  thefe  the  King  made  a  fpeech, 
excufing  his  former  condudt  on  the  pretence  of 
the  largenefs  of  their  body ;  and  that  time  and 
conveniency  was  to  be  obferved  in  their  meet- 
ing :  he  then  talked  to  them  of  the  dangers  he 
had  ran  at  Whitehall ;  that  he  particularly  truft- 
ed  that  part  of  his  dominions  to  refide  in  ;  he 
alTured  them  he  would  never  ufe  their  obedience 
but  in  defence  of  the  orthodox  religion,  fettled 
in  queen  Elizabeth's  time,  and  the  laws  and 
fundamental  conftitutions  of  the  country.  For 
his  zeal  to  the  Proteftant  faith,  he  referred  the 
world  to  his  daily  exercife  of  it,  his  declara- 
tions concerning  it,  and  to  his  execution  of  the 
laws  againll  Papifts  "^5  and  for  the  law,  it  being 
the  common  inheritance  of  his  people,  he  fhould 
never  enforce  his  prerogative  beyond  it  -f.     For 

hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  York,  to  ftop  all  arms  and 
ammunition  going  to  that  city  ;  and  to  fupprefs  the  raifing 
and  coming  together  of  any  foldiers,  horfe  or  foot,  by  any 
warrant,  order,  or  commillion  from  the  King.  The  pre- 
amble to  thefe  orders  begins  thus :  *'  Whereas  it  appears 
that  the  King,  feduced  by  wicked  counfel,  intends  to  make 
war  on  his  parliament,  and,  under  color  of  a  guard,  doth 
command  troops,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  to  aflembie  at 
York,  &c." 

*  The  aflertion  of  fo  notorious  a  falfhood  was  a  piece  of 
ill  policy,  unlefs  the  King  was  in  hopes  to  perfuade  the 
country  that  the  proceedings  of  this  parliament  againft  the 
Papifts  were  court-meafures. 

t  The  Kingftill  afierts  a  prerogative  in  the  crown  fuperior 
to  law. 

his 
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his  refolution  to  maintain  peace,  he  referred  Anno  1642. 
them  to  his  former  fixteen  years  reign  :  if,  in  all 
that  time,  he  had  not  caufed  the  efFufion  of  one 
drop  of  blood,  it  miift  needs  be  thought  that, 
in  his  riper  judgment  in  government,  he  fhould 
never  ooen  fuch  ilTues  as  might  drown  himfelf 
and  poiterity  *.  The  King  concluded  this  ha- 
rangue with  an  affurance  that  he  never  intended 
to  ufe  foreigners,  or  any  difaffedled  in  religion  •, 
for  which  reafon  he  had  caufed  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  be  given  to  his  guard  ;  he  would  eafe  the 
country  of  the  number  of  trained-bands,  when- 
ever they  fhould  think  it  convenient  time;  and 
for  their  billet-money,  he  told  them,  that  they 
would  long  fince  have  been  paid,  but  that  no 
part  of  the  fubfjdies  which  he  had  pafTed  had 
come  to  his  hands  f .  A  petition,  containing 
the  fenfe  of  the  greater  part  of  the  county,  but 
which  thwarted  the  intentions  of  the  court,  was 
prefented  to  the  King,  on  this  occafion,  by  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax,  a  man  of  amiable  manners, 
of  diftinguifhed  character,  and  of  large  property 
and  influence  in  the  county  J. 

*  What  could  the  King  mean  by  this  boaft  ?  Becaufe,  . 
when  there  was  no  oppoiition  to  his  tyranny,  he  did  not 
wantonly  make  war  on  his  fubjedls,  was  this  an  argument 
that  he  might  not  be  inclined  to  do  it  when  his  will  was 
reiifted?  Or  was  not  the  affertion,  That  he  never  caufed 
the  eiFulion  of  one  drop  of  blood,  falfe  ?  Could  the  opera- 
tion of  the  difmembering  be  performed  without  the  eiFafion 
of  one  drop  of  blood?  Were  thefe  cruel  fentences  the  judg- 
ment of  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  ?  Were  they  not 
illegal  mandates  of  that  arbitrary  court  the  Star-chamber, 
whofe  conduft  was  immediately  diredled  by  the  will  of  the 
King  ? 

t  Part  of  the  billet-money,  and  what  was  owed  to  the 
northern  counties,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Scots  army, 
had  been  paid  by  the  parliament.  Journals  of  the  Commons^ 
vol.  II.  p.  515. 

X  The  petition  fet  forth,  That  the  miferies  the  county 
had  endured  for  three  years  laft  pall,  in  having  been  the  feat 
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Wnals^of*      '^^^  parliament  earneftly  petitioned  the  King 
Commons,  to  difbaud  his  forces,  telling  him,  that  if  he  would 

vol.  II.  p. 

5.85. 

of  refidence  for  two  great  armies,  was  become  much  more 
heavy  by  his  majefty's  diftance  and  difference  in  counfels 
from  his  parliament ;  by  his  drawing  together,  contrary  to 
law,  companies  of  the  trained-bands,  both  horfe  and  foot ; 
by  his  entertaining  commanders  and  cavaliers  from  other 
parts ;  by  the  daily  refort  to  his  court  of  recufants  and  per- 
fons  difaffefted  in  religion;  by  the  great  preparations  of 
arms,  and  other  warlike  provifion,  begetting  fears  of  wars, 
to  the  great  terror  of  his  peaceable  fub^'edls,  and  the  decay 
of  commerce  and  induftrious  courfes  for  the  wealth  and 
profperity  of  the  county,  efpecially  of  cloathing,  its  main 
jubfiftence;  It  folicited  the  K.ing  to  redrefs  thefe  evils,  by 
keeping  a  right  underftanding  with,  and  hearkening  to,  the 
councils  of  parliament ;  and  that  he  would  not  put  the 
petitioners  upon  the  rock  of  denying  either  the  duty  they 
owed  to  his  majefty,  or  to  the  parliament  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  to  which  they  were  fo  deeply  engaged  by  their 
proteflation ;  and  that  whilft  he  expelled  the  performance 
of  their  fervice,  they  might  not  go  againft  their  duty  in  a 
thing  they  llocd  refolved  by  no  means,  either  of  fear  or 
favor,  to  be  drawn  to.  They  entreated  tlie  King,  that  the 
lords  and  great  officers  called  away  by  his  command  might 
be  fpeedily  returned  to  the  exercife  of  their  legillative  duty, 
that  it  might  be  evident  to  the  world  that  his  majefty  did 
not  intend  to  decline  the  law  which  enafted.  That  the  par- 
liament ihould  not  be  adjourned  or  diffolved  without  their 
own  confent :  that  fince  his  majefty  had  gracioufly  declared 
his  confidence  in  the  affedions  of  the  county,  he  would 
not  think  it  fit  to  raife  an  extraordinary  guard  ;  and  to 
continue  the  cavaliers  and  others  of  that  quality  about  his 
perfon  as  men  moft  ufeful,  and  as  if  kept  on  feme  defign, 
they  not  having  intereft  in  or  affe!5lion  to  the  public  good, 
their  language  and  behavior  fpeaking  nothing  but  divifions 
and  wars,  and  their  advantage  con  filling  in  that  which  was 
moft  deftruftive  to  others :  they  denred,  that  none  of  thefe, 
or  any  who  had  not  fortunes  in  the  county,  might  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  ccnfultation  that  day,  or  hereafter,  concern- 
ing the  public  good  :  thefe  were  the  only  probable  means  to 
reftore  peace  and  plenty  to  the  kingdom,  to  preferve  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  to  redeem  their  brethren  in  Ireland. 
This  petition,  prefented  in  the  name  of  the  gentry,  mini- 
ikrs,  freeholders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
York,  was  rejeded  by  the  King  with  an  imperious  difdain, 
v^hich  provoked  the  hatred  of  a  man  who  proved  one  of  the 

moft 
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not  defift  from  his  defigns,   they  fhould  hold  A°no  164** 
themfelves  obliged  in  duty  towards  God,  the  truft 

mofl:  formidable  of  his  enemies.  This  was  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax,  who,  as  he  held  forth  on  his  knees  the  petition, 
Charles  turned  from  him  with  that  infolent  fcorn,  that  Sir 
Thomas  was  very  near  being  trampled  under  his  horfe*s 
feet  The  eminence  of  this  baronet*s  ftation  and  credit  in 
the  county,  and  the  amiablenefs  of  his  charadler,  ought  to 
have  exempted  him  from  fuch  an  infult,  either  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  policy  or  humanity.  Charles  afFedled  to  be  igno- 
rant of  both  thefe  circumftances :  in  his  anfwer  to  a  remon- 
itrance  of  the  Commons,  on  the  fubjed  of  this  petition,  he 
fpeaks  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  as  a  man  undiftinguilhed  and 
unknown.  "  It  is  true,  he  fays,  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  him  by  one  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  which  was  avowed  by 
no  man  but  himfelf,  and  difclaimed  by  the  general  accla- 
mations of  the  people."  This  is  a  very  fufpicious  repre- 
fentation  of  the  faft,  feeing  the  party  in  the  county  of  York 
againfl  the  meafures  of  the  court  was  very  powerful,  and 
men  of  fortune  are  not  very  forward  to  appear  fmgle  in 
matters  of  this  nature.  This  was  not  the  only  proof  the 
King  and  his  followers  gave,  that  their  prefent  cloud  of 
adverfity  had  not  abated  the  arrogance  of  their  prejudices: 
a  mefTage  was  fent  to  the  committee  of  parliament,  exprefsly 
commanding  them  not  to  affift  at  the  meeting.  The  earl  of 
Lindfey  attended  with  a  troop  of  horfe,  fnatched  out  of  a 
gentleman's  hand  a  copy  of  the  fore-mentioned  petition, 
which  he  was  reading  to  a  parcel  of  people  at  their  defire, 
calling  the  company  traitorous  rogues  and  villains,  and 
lifting  up  his  cane  to  the  gentleman  in  a  threatening  man- 
ner. Sir  John  Bourchier  likewife  was  affronted  in  the  fame 
Ityle  by  lord  Saville,  who  demanded  of  him  to  deliver  the 
draught  of  the  petition,  which  he  was  reading  to  himfelf; 
and,  on  his  refufal,  laid  his  hand  upon  the  belt  of  his 
fword,  and  almoft  pulling  him  off  his  horfe,  forced  the 
paper  from  him,  telling  him.  If  he  loved  fighting  he  fhould 
have  fighting  enough :  many  of  his  attendants,  holding  up 
their  canes,  told  him.  It  were  goad  to  cane  him,  it  were  a 
good  deed  to  put  him  in  the  ftocks.  When  thefe  infolences 
were  made  known  to  the  parliament,  they  voted.  That  the 
earl  of  Lindfey  and  the  lord  Saville  v/ere  public  enemies  of 
the  ilate,  and  incendiaries  between  the  King  and  his  peo- 
ple;  and  that  they  fhould  be  apprehended  by  the  fheriiFof 
Yorklhire,  and  conveyed  from  fherifF  to  (heriff  to  the  houfe. 
To  the  expoftulations  of  the  parliament  on  this  fubjedl,  the 
King  anfw^redi  with  a  pofitive  affertion,  **  That  his  guards 
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Anno  1641.  repofed  in  them  by  the  people,  and  the  funda^ 
mental  laws  and  conllitution  of  the  realm,  to  em- 
ploy their  care  and   utmoft  pov/er  to  fecure  the 
parliament,   and  preferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  kingdom.     The  King  pretended  to  deride 
the  apprehenfions  exprefled  in  the  petition,  and 
the  jealoufy  of  hoftile  intentions,  on  his  part:  in- 
Head  of  acquiefcing  with  the  defire  of  parliament, 
he  again  demanded  them,  in  a  high  flyle,  to  give 
him  fatisfadlion  on  Sir  John  Hotham  ;  to  return 
to  him  the  poffefTion  of  Hull,  his^fort,  and  goods  y 
to   lay  down  all  pretenfions  of  declaring  what 
was  law  ;  to  call  in  all  the  pamphlets  which  fedi- 
tioufly  endeavored  to  difable  him  from  prote6ling 
his  people,  and  weakened  his  authority,  by  falfe 
afperfions  and  new  falfe  dodlrines.     The  parlia- 
ment, finding  the  King  thus  determined,  began 
to  take  into  ferious  confideration  the  enforcing 
the  ordinance  of  militia.     They  were  in   pofief- 
ciar.  Hift.    fion  of  the  inclinations  of  the  greateil  part  of  the 
^■oi.i.p.s39'  people,  who  teftified  their  favor,  not  only  by  pre- 
fenting  petitions,  containing  the  fenfe  of  their 
Journals  of  votcs  and  rcfolutions,  and  fullof  zeal  to  their  fer- 
Si!"iT"^'    vice,    but  many  in  feveral  counties   had  offered 
659,  &  leg.   themfelves  as  volunteers  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
Liberty ;  whilft  others  cxcercifed  the  difcipline 
of  arms,  to  render  themfelves  an  ufeful  militia,, 
when  called  out  to  fervice  by  the  authority  of 
parliament.    With  this  eminent  advantage,   they 
Pari.  H;ft.    had  at  length  removed  the  Hull  magazine  to  the 
XL  p.  122.  Xov/er  of  London,  and  had  fecured  to  themfelves 
Journals  of  the  command  of  the  navy,   by  appointing  the 
vol.  ii°p.'   earl  of  Warwick,  a  refolute  man,   and  a  flaunch 

had  been  fo  far  from  oirbring  any  affronts,  injuries,  or  dif- 
turbances,  to  any  of  his  good  fubjefts,  that  their  principal 
end  was  to  prevent  fuch,  and  fo  might  be  fecurity,  could 
be  no  grievance,  to  the  people."  Petition  of  the  Gentrjy 
Minijfers,  ^c.  to  the  Parliament.  Pari.  Eiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  137, 
^  Jeq,      ClarendyHiJi.  vol.  I.  p,  510. 
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friend  to  their  interell,  admiral  of  the  fleet  under  Anno  1642, 
the  earl  of  Northumberland,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
John  Pennington  ^,  to  whofe  charadler  they  ob- 
je6ted  the  having  delivered  up  the  Englifh  fleet, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  French,  to  befiege  a  Protellant 
town  *-,  and  the  having  conveyed  lord  Digby  be- 
yond fea,  in  his  flight  from  the  jullice  of  parlia- 
ment.    The  King  fignifled  to  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland,   that  he  expected  Sir  John  Pen- 
nington fiiould  be  continued  in  his  office.     This 
contradi6lion  produced  a  mefl^age,   reprefentine, 
that  the  commonwealth  would  fuftain  much  miT- 
chief    and    danger    by     his   majefly's    interrup- 
tion ;  but  the  King  ftill  inflfliing  on  the  point, 
the  two  houfes  conflrmed,  by  their  own  authority,  Thepariia- 
the  earl  of  Warwick  in  the  command  of  the  J!^ThVm ."'' 
fleet  +  ',  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  in  obedience  ^^'''"  ^^^ 
to  their  delires,    having  granted  him  the  com-thefieet. 
mifiionj. 

For  the  raifing  a  fum  large  enough  to  fupply  Meafures  of 
the  expence  of  the  threatened  war,  ibid  warrants  ^^^  p^'^'^" 
were  lent  out  for  gathering  all  the  money  which  p^ire  again 
by  negligence  remained  uncolleded,   of  granted  ened 
bills  of  fubfldy,  and  the  poll-bill.     Of  the  mer- 

*  The  motion  for  removing  Sir  John  Pennington  came 
firft  from  the  Lords. 

*  Rochelle. 
f  To  this  refolution  diffented  the  marquis  of  Hertford, 

carls  of  Bath,  Devon,  Monmouth,  Berkfhire,  Cleveland, 
Dover ;  lords  Mowbray,  Wentworth,  Howard  de  Charlton, 
Saville,  Seymour. 

I  Lord  Clarendon,  who  always  makes  an  apology  for  the 
apparent  neceffity  the  King  was  at  prefent  under  to  fubmic 
paffively  to  thefe  exertions  of  power,  fays,  That  if  he  had 
farther  contefted  this  point,  he  could  not  have  reduced  the 
iieet  to  his  obedience  ;  he  might,  perhaps,  have  prevented 
its  going  out  to  fea,  which  would  have  confirmed  the  frantic 
jealoufy  of  bringing  in  foreign  forces. 
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Anne  1642.  chants  were  borrowed  the  cuftoms  allotted  by  a 
bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  which  had  pafTed 
both  houfes,  but  had  not  yet  obtained  the  royal 
aflent,  under  a  promife  that  the  parliament  would 
account  for  it  to  his  majefty,  or  refto're  it  on  his 
refufal  to  pafs  the  bill.  The  city  likewife  fhewed 
their  aftediion  by  the  loan  of  another  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  towards  the  expences  of  the 
Irifli  war ;  and  both  houfes  entered  into  an  en- 
gagement to  bring  in  money,  plate,  and  horfes, 
for  the  public  Life. 

After   the   following   vote   had   paiTed    both 
houfes,    That   the   King,    feduced   by    wicked 
counfel,    intended    to    make    war    againft   the 
parliament,    contrary   to  the   truft    repofed    in 
him    by    the    people,     and    contrary     to    his 
oath  *  •,  diredions  were  given  for  muflering  and 
cxercifmg  the  trained-bands  of  London.    On  the 
tenth  of  May  eight  thoufand  militia,   difpofed 
in  fix  regiments,    under  proper    officers,    with 
ferjeant-major-general  Skippon  at    their  head, 
were  drawn  out  in   Finfbury-Fields,    to  be  re- 
viewed by  the  two  houfes,  a   large  tent  having 
been  prepared  for  them  by  the  care  of  the  city, 
by  whom  they  were  treated  with  a  magnificent 
entertainment,  at  the  expence  of  near  one  thou- 
fand pounds.     This  ceremony  over,  which  fully 
demonftrated  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  ca- 
pital, orders  were  fent  to  the  feveral  counties, 
to  put  in  immediate  execution  the  ordinance  of 
the  militia  -,    with  directions  to  the  lord-lieute- 
nants,   and  their  deputies,    to  fecure  the  maga- 

*  In  this  vote  it  was  declared.  That  whofoever  (hould 
ierve  or  aiTili  him  in  fuch  wars,  were  traitors,  by  the  funda- 
ixiental  laws  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  had  been  fo  adjudged  by- 
two  a^ts  of  parliament,   ii  Rich.  IL  and  i  Hen.  IV. 

zines 
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ziiies  of  each  county  ;  to  encreafe  the  ftores  to  Anno  1642. 
what  proportion  they  thought  convenient ;  and 
to  fupply  private  perfons,  well  afFedied,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  *.  The  King,  to  encreafe 
the  number  of  his  train,  and  to  interrupt  the 
proceedings  of  the  parliament,  had  fent  a  writ 
to  the  lord-keeper  to  adjourn  Midfummer-term 
from  Weftminffer  to  York;  and  a  warrant  to 
1^  Skippon,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  London 
trained-bands,  to  attend  him  -f-.    The  parliament 

*  Clarendon  artfully  mentions  thefe  fafls  as  preceding 
the  King's  levying  forces ;  whereas  it  was  not  till  after 
this  incident  that  the  parliament  eijforced  their  ordinance 
of  militia. 

t  The  King  had  before  fent  for  the  earls  of  EfTex,  Hol- 
land, Salifbury,  and  the  lord  Saville,  to  appear  at  York  at 
St.  George's  feaft,  they  being  knights  of  the  garter.  The 
houfe  of  Lords  interfered,  and  determined,  that  their  mem- 
bers fhould  attend  the  buiinefs  of  the  houfe,  the  great  affairs 
of  the  kingdom  being  then  in  agitation  ;  and  a  meffage  to 
this  purport  was  fent  to  the  King.  The  lord  Seymour  having 
received  the  fame  mandate,  was  fet  out  for  York,  on  a  for- 
mer leave  of  abfence  ;  but  a  melfenger  was  fent  after  him, 
with  orders  to  bring  him  back.  The  King  fent  to  the 
earls  of  EfTex  and  Holland  a  licence  and  difpenfation  from 
their  attendance  in  parliament;  and  on  their  refolution  to 
obey  the  commands  of  the  upper  houfe,  the  lord  Falkland, 
by  the  King's  order,  the  keeper  Littleton  having  refufed  the 
ungrateful  taik,  demanded  of  them  to  refign  the  enfigns  of 
their  office.  The  two  earls  obeyed,  but  the  Lords  paffed 
the  following  refolution  on  the  occafion  :  That  the  attend- 
ance of  the  earls  of  EfTex  and  Holland,  according  to  the 
order  of  this  houfe,  is  no  difobedience  to  the  King's  com- 
mand :  That  the  removing  the  faid  earls  from  their  places, 
becaufe  they  obeyed  the  faid  order,  is  againfl  the  privileges 
of  parliament :  That  the  King's  licence  and  difpenfation 
for  any  lord's  abfence  in  parliament,  when  the  houfe  fhall 
command  him  to  attend,  cannot  difcharge  his  attendance  : 
That  any  lord's  difobeying  fuch  command,  notwithflanding 
any  licence  or  difpenfation,  is  punifhable  by  this  houfe. 
The  Commons  propofed  fonie  additions  to  thefe  refolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Lords ;  viz.    That  the  King's 

licence 
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Anno  1642.  countermanded  the  order  of  the  lord-keeper ; 
and  refolved,  That  the  removing  the  term  from 
Weftminfler,  the  parliament  fitting,  was  illegal^: 

licence  and  difpenfation  to  difcharge  the  earls  from  their  at- 
tendance in  parliament  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege ;  and 
the  difplacing  them  at  this  time,  an4  on  this  occaiion,  was 
an  injury  to  the  parliament  and  th^  whole  kingdom  :  That 
what  perfon  foever  fhould  accept  their  offices,  until  fatisfac- 
tion  was  given  the  parliament,  fhould  be  accounted  to  do 
an  ignoble  aft,  and  .to  offer  an  affront  to  parliament;  and 
thereby  render  himfelf  unworthy  of  any  place  of  honor 
or  trull  in  the  commonwealth.:  Thai  thefe  proceedings  were 
the  eifefts  of  evil  counfel,  to  difcourage  good  men  from 
doing  their  duty  ;  and  tended  to  encreafe  the  divifions  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  people,  and  to  the  difturbancc  of 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  Clarendon  fays.  That  the  re- 
folution  of  turning  the  earls  of  Effex  and  Holland  out  of 
their  office  was  greatly  conrefled  by  the  King's  friends,  as 
an  impolitic  meafure  ;  the  inclinations  of  thefe  noblemen 
not  being  fo  far  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty  as  to  de- 
fire  to  advance  farther  in  oppofition,  unlefs  urged  thereto  by 
any  affront  put  on  them  by  the  court;  but  that  the  King 
was  inexorable  on  the  point,  being  obliged  thereto  by  a 
promife  he  had  made  the  queen,  who  had  contradled  fo 
great  an  indignation  againfl  the  earl  of  Holland,  that  (he 
had  declared  (he  would  never  live  in  the  court,  if  he  kept 
his  place.  The  violence  of  the  queen's  temper,  and  the  im- 
plicit obedience  the  King  paid  to  her  humors,  render  this 
very  probable.  It  is  fufpected  that  the  queen,  whofe  difpo- 
fition  was  very  amorous,  had  bellowed  upon  Holland,  be- 
►  fides  titles  and  preferment,  favors  of  a  more  tender  nature. 

Some  time  after,  the  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Pem- 
broke exhibited  letters  from  the  king,  commanding  their 
attendance.  Thefe  lords  followed  the  example  of  Eilex 
and  Holland,  and  obeyed  the  prohibition  of  the  houfe. 
The  Lords  had  before  expreffed  fome  refentment,  on  let- 
ters written  by  the  King  to  feveral  members  of  the  upper 
houfe,  commanding  their  attendance  in  parliament,  when 
there  were  bufineffes  of  moment  to  his  intereil  in  agitation. 
Pari  Hiji.  vol.  X.  p.  317,  390,  ^ feq.  432,  434.  Journalr 
of  the  Commons,  vol.    IL   p.  529.     Peyton's  Memoirs,  p.  54, 

*  This  refolution  paifed  firft  in  the  upper  houfe.  Journals 
of  the  Commons t  vol.  W.  ?•  579. 

That 
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That  for  his  majefty,  at  hispleafure,  to  command  A'^"<>  ^^42- 
any  free-born  fubjcc^l  to  aftend  his  perfon,  not  commo^/s, 
bound  thereto  by  fpecial  fervice,  was  illegal : 
That  ferjeant-major  Skippon  Ihoiild  continue  to 
attend  the  fervi'ce  of  both  houfes  :  That  his  fum- 
mons  v/as  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and 
the  privilege  of  parliament,  he  being  employed 
in  their  fervice.  The  purport  of  thefe  votes 
was  publilhed  in  a  declaration,  with  an  addition. 
That  whofoever  fhould  take  arms,  upon  pretence 
of  his  majedy's  command,  and  gather  together 
with  others  in  a  warlike  manner,  to  the  terror 
of  the  King's  people,  Ihould  be  efleemed  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  to  do  that 
which  might  introduce  a  precedent  of  very  dan- 
gerous confequences  for  the  future,  and  produce 
much  mifchievous  effedls  for  the  prefent.  Here 
follows  an  order  ^  to  all  flieriffs,  to  raife  the 
power  of  the  county,  to  fupprefs  ail  perfons  who 
Ihould,  on  pretence  of  fuch  command,  draw  to- 
gether, and  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  war  f. 

*  Some  time  after  an  order  pafTed  both  houfes,  generally 
direfted  to  deputy-lieutenants,  forthe  due  execution  of  their 
office,  with  a  declaration  that  the  parliament  would;  from 
time  to  time,  fend  down  fome  of  their  members  to  give 
their  perfonal  attendance  on  the  fervice.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XL 

t  The  King  called  this  order  a  levying  war  on  him.  It 
was  after  the  publifliing  this  declaration,  that  the  parliament 
received  the  denial  of  the  nine  peers  to  obey  their  fum- 
mons,  in  the  following  letter  to  the  fpeaker,  v/hlch  gave 
great  offence  :  "  We  whofe  names  are  underwritten  have 
received  a  fummon,  dated  the  thirtieth  of  May,  to  appear 
the  eighth  of  June,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Peers  ;  we 
are  come  here  to  York,  at  this  time,  to  pay  a  willing  obe- 
dience to  his  majefty's  commands,  fignified  by  letter  under 
his  hand,  v/hich  commands  remain  upon  us  fall.  North- 
ampton, "Will.  Devonshire,  Monmouth,  R.  Rich,  Hen. 
Dover,  Grey  of  Ruthyn,  C.  Howard.  T.  Coventry,  Ar- 
thur 
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Anno  1642.  The  people,  who  were  at  this  time  by  both  par- 
ties acknowledged  tTie  umpires  of  the  prelent 
difpute  between  the  King  and  the  parliament, 
were  addrefied  by  the  latter  in  a  voluminous  de- 
claration, in  which,  by  conclufions  drawn  from 
the  King's  condufl  and  charader,  they  endea- 
vored to  vindicate  themfelves  from  the  charge  of 
treating  him  with  unnecefTary  feverity,  and  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  the  fecure  pofTefTion  of 
their  privileges  depended  entirely  on  their  firm 
fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament  *.    Hav- 

thur  Capel."  Things  were  carried  at  this  time  fo  high  at 
York,  that  not  only  delinquents,  and  others  of  all  ranks, 
under  the  fanftion  of  the  King's  commands,  refufed  to  obey 
the  fummons  of  parliament,  but  their  meffengers  were_beat, 
abufed,  and  even  imprifoned.  Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  X.  p.  542. 
vol.  XI.  p.  183. 

*  They  juftiiied  the  legality  of  the  power  they  exercifed 
over  the  militia  :  It  was  no  new  law,  they  faid,  but  the  moft 
ancient  one  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  which  was  fundamen- 
tal and  efiential  to  its  conftitution  and  fubfiflence.  The  wif- 
dom  of  the  Hate  had  entrulled  the  houfes  of  parliament  with 
a  power  to  fupply  what  fhould  be  wanting  on  the  part  of 
the  prince,  as  was  evident  by  the  conllant  cuftom  and  prac- 
tice thereof,  in  cafes  of  nonage,  natural  difability,  and 
captivity;  and  the  like  reafon  mull  hold  for  the  exercife  of 
the  fame  power,  where  the  royal  trull  could  not  be,  or  was 
not  difcharged.  To  the  accufation  of  not  having  (hewn  fuf- 
ficient  regard  to  the  King's  profefiions,  they  remembered 
him  of  the  many  inftances  in  which  he  had  violated  his 
word  fohmnly  given.  From  the  efFefts  of  his  infmcerity, 
they  faid,  even  laws  could  not  fecure  them  ;  witnefs  the  Pe- 
tition of  Right,  which  had  been  followed  with  fuch  an  in- 
undation of  illegal  taxes,  that  they  had  juft  caufe  to  think 
the  payment  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  an  eafy 
burthen  to  the  commonwealth  in  exchange.  Though  his 
majelly  had  pafTed  many  bills  very  advantageous  to  the  fub- 
je6l,  yet  in  none  of  them  had  the  parliament  bereaved  him 
of  anyjuil,  neceffary,  or  profitable  prerogative :  The  bill 
for  the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was  fo  necefiary,  that 
without  it  they  could  not  have  raifed  fuch  great  fums  as  they 
had  done  for  the  fervice  of  his  majelly  and  the  common- 
wealth, without  which  the  dellrudion  cf  the  kingdom  muft 
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ing  pafTed,    they  faid,    fo  many    dangers  from  ^nno  1642. 

needs    have  followed.      To   the  King's  difavowal    of  evil 
counfel,  they  faid,  that  by  the  dire6iion  of  the  law,  and  the 
afFedions   of  their  own  hearts,  they  muri,     as  circumllances 
would  allow  them,  clear  his  majefty  from  all  imputation  of 
ill  government,    and  lay   the  fault  on  his   miniflers.     His 
majefty's  profeffing  a  faithful   and  zealous  airedion  for  the 
Proteftant  religion  did  not  clear  thofe  in  greateil  authority 
about   him,   by  whom  its  deilruftion  had  been  labored  for 
divers  years ;    a  defign  fo  manifelt,  they  faid,    that  neither 
Proteftant  or   Papift,  who  had   any   reafonable  view  of  the 
pailages  of  latter  times,  but,  either  in  fear  or  hope,  did  expe^ 
a  fudden  ifTue  of  it.     That  the  rebellion   in  Ireland  was 
framed  and  cheriflied  by   the  malignant  party  in  England, 
was  not  only  affirmed  by  the  rebels,  but  might  be  cleared  by 
many  other  proofs,  drav/n  from  the  Similarity  of  their  princi- 
ples, politics,  and  profeffion.  That  their  treacherous  pretences 
had  been  countenanced  might  appear  in  this,  that  the  procla- 
mation declaring  them  traitors  was  with-heid  to  the  fecond  of 
January,  though  the  rebellion  broke  out  the  preceding  Odlo- 
ber ;  and  then  no  more  than  forty  copies  appointed  to  be  print- 
ed; with  a  fpecial  command  from  his  majeiiy  not  to  exceed 
that  number,  and  that  none  ihould  bs  publilhed  till  his  plea- 
fure  was  farther  fignified  ;  a  circumftance  more  obfervable  by 
the  late  contrary  proceedings  againft  the  Scots,  who  were  in  a 
very  quick  and  fnarp  manner  proclaimed  rebels  ;  and  thofs 
proclamations  forthwith  difperfed  with  diligence  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  ordered  to  be  read  in  all  churches,  accom- 
panied with  public  prayers  and  execrations.    The  penner  of 
his  majefty's  declaration  had  not  been  very  tender  of  his  ho- 
nor,, when  they  made  him  call  God  to  witnefs  that  he  knew 
of  no  refolution  of  bringing  up  the  army  :  fuch  affeverations 
would  feem  llrange  to  thofe  who  fhould  read  the  depofitions 
which  had  been  taken  on  the  fubjed.     They  alked,  how  the 
accufation  of  the  fix  members  could  be  faid  to  be  largely  fa- 
tisfied,  fo  long  as  his  majefty  juiHfied  his  attorney,  declared 
he  had  done  but  his  duty,  and  that  he  would  have  puniihed 
him  had  he  adled  otherwife  ;  fo  long  as  thofe  members  had 
not  the  means  of  clearing  their  charader,  fo  long  as  he  con- 
cealed the  authors  of  that  malicious  accufation,  fo  long  as  he' 
refufed  to  pafs  a  bill  for  their  difcharge,  unlefs  they  diflented 
the  avowing  their  innocence  ?  They  did  not  look  on  this  mat- 
ter as  a  breacli  of  privilege  only,  which  might  be,   though- 
the  accufation  were  true  or  falfe,  but  a  heinous  crime  in  the 
attorney,  thjat  men  fhould  be  charged  with  fo  great  an  offence 

as 
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Anio  J642.  abroad,  fo  many  confpiracies  at  home,  nothing 

as  treafon,  in  the  face  of  the  higheft  judicatory  in  the  king^ 
dom,  whereby  their  lives,  eftates,  blood,  and  honor,   were 
endangered,  without  witnefs,  without  evidence  in  a  legal 
courfe.     On  the  fubjed  of  tumults,  they  faid,  the  citizens  of 
London  had  been  notorioufly  provoked,  beaten,  and  wound- 
ed, by  Lunsford,  Hyde,   the  archbifhop  of  York's  fervants, 
and  others,  many  of  them  being  without  weapons,  and  giv- 
ing no  caufe  of  diftruil :  That  the  ofHcers  and  foldiers  who 
had  committed  thefe  afts  of  violence  were  cherifhed  in  his 
majefty's  houfe ;  and  when  reparation  for  the  injuries  they 
had  offered  was  demanded,  in  a  petition  from  the  council  of 
London,  his  majefty  had  anfwered,  without  hearing  proof  of 
the  complaints,  that  if  any  citizen  had  been  wounded  or  ill 
treated,  he  v/as  confidently  aiTured,  it  happened  by  their  own 
evil   and    corrupt   demeanor.     Of    any   fcandalous   or    fe- 
ditious  mifdemeanor  of  theirs,  v/hich   might  give  his  ma- 
jefty good  caufe  to  fuppofe  his  own  perfon   to  be  in  appa- 
rent danger,  there  was  no  proof  offered  to  either  houfe  ;  and 
for  its  being  affirmed  that  his  majeily  was  driven  from  them, 
they  hoped  it  was  not  by  his  own  fears,  but  by  the  fears  of' 
the  lord  Digby  and  his  retinue  of  cavaliers ;  aud  thofe  no 
fears  of  any  tumultuary  violence,  but  of  juft  punifhment  for 
their  manifold  infolence   and  intended  violence  againft  the 
parliament.     Of  his  majeily's  perfon  there  was  no  caufe  of 
fear  :  for  in  the  greatefi  heat  of  the  peoples'  indignation,  after 
the  accufation  of  the  fix  members,  and  his  violent  coming 
to  the  houfe,  there  was  no  fhew  of  any  evil  intention  againft 
his  perfon  ;  a  fa£l  which  could  not  be  better  evinced  than  by 
his  going  the  next  day  without  a  guard  into  the  city,  where 
he  heard  nothing  but  prayers  and  petitions,  no  threatnings 
nor  irreverent  fpeeches ;   and  that  he  ftaid  a  week  after  at 
Whitehall,  in  a  fecure  and   peaceable  condition.     To  that 
point  of  maintaining  and  upholding  his  authority,   nothing 
had  been  done  to  the  prejudice  of  it  which  could  require  any 
new  provifion  :  To  the  other  of  fettling  his  revenue,  the  par- 
liament had  not  abridged  his  juft  one,  but  had  fupplied  the 
wafte  and  confuf?on  of  his  eftates  by  providing  for  his  houf- 
hold  and  the  maintenance  of  the  forts,  more  than  they  were 
obliged  to  do.     They  were  yet  willing  to  fettle  one  on  him 
which  ftiould  enable  him  to  live  royally  and  fafeiy  ;  but  they 
could  not,  in  wifdom  and  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth,  do 
it,  till  he  Ihould  choofe  fuch  counfellors  and  ofiicers  as  might 
order  and  difpofe  it  to  the  public  good,  and  not  apply  it  to 
the  ruin  and  deftruclion  of  his  people.     Thefe  matters  of 
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feemed  to  be  left  in  the  way  to  hinder  the  full  A""°  ^^**' 
accomplifhment  of   their  defires  and  endeavors 

importance  and  intricacy  would  require  (0  long  a  time  of  de- 
liberation, that  the  kingdom  might  be  ruined  before  they 
could  be  afFefted.  It  was  for  this  reafon  they  had  been  fuitors 
to  his  majefty  to  order  the  militia,  that,  the  kingdom  being 
fecured,  they  might  with  fafety  apply  themfelves  to  the  debate 
of  his  meflage. 

Let  the  world  judge,  whether  they  had  not  reafon  to  infift 
that  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  fhould  rather  be  ordered  by 
the  dire6tion  and  advice  of  the  great  council  of  the  land, 
equally  entrufted  by  the  King  and  kingdom,  than  that  the 
fafety  of  the  King,  parliament,  and  kingdom,  Ihoiild  be  left 
at  the  devotion  of  a  few  unknown  counfellors.     They  could  ' 

not  conceive  that  the  long  time  fpent  in  debate  was  fuScient 
evidence  that  there  was  no  fuch  necefTity  or  danger,  but  that  - 
a  bill  might  eafily  have  been  propofed :    when  many  caufes 
did  concur  to  the  danger  of  a  ftate,  the  interruption  of  any 
one  might  hinder  the  execution  of  the  refl,  yet  the  defign  be 
ftill  kept  on  foot  for  better  opportunities.      Who  knew  whe- 
ther the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  in  Ireland  had  not  hindered 
the  infurredlion  of  the  Papifts  in  England?  whether  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  fix  members  had  not  prevented  that  plot  of 
the  breaking  the  neck  of  the  parliament,  of  which  they  had 
been  informed  from  France  ?    It  fhould  be  far  from  them  to 
take  fuch  advantage  of  his  majeliy's  fuppofed  flraits   as  to 
compel  him  to  that  which  his  honor  or  intereft  might  render 
grievous  to  him ;  fo  they  hoped  he  would  not  make  his  own 
underftanding  the  rule  of  his  government,  but  would  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  affifted  with  a  wife  and  prudent  council,  which 
might  deal  faithfully  between  him  and  his  people  ;  and  that 
he  would  coniider  that  his  refolutions  did  concern  kingdom.?, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  moulded  by  his  own  opinion. 

Clarendon  tells  us,  That  an  inftrument  was  drawn  up  at 
York,  in  which  was  fet  dovvn  an  account  of  tumults  and  vio- 
lences offered  to  particular  perfons ';  of  parliamentary  con,- 
clufions  being  carried  in  an  irregular  manner ;  of  Mr.  Holies 
coming  to  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  demanding  the 
names  of  thofe  lords  who  refufed  to  confent  to  the  militin, 
when  the  multitude  menaced  and  threatened  all  thole  dil- 
fenters  ;  that  it  was  by  fuch  methods,  which  frighted  away 
many  members  of  both  houfes,  that  all  thofe  refolations  and 
declarations  had  pafTed  which  had  occafioned  the  prefent  dif- 
tradlions.  To  this  inftrument  the  King  perfoaded  the  peers 
in  council  to  fet  their  names  ;  but  the  circumilances  related 
Vol  III.  T  in 
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Anno  1642.  for  the   public  good,    unlefs  God  did  fend  fo 
grievous  a  curfe   upon   them,    as  to  turn  the 

in  it  being  either  entirely  falfe,  or  highly  exaggerated,  he 
was  the  next  day  earneftly  importuned  ncft  to  publilli  it ; 
many  lords  telling  him,  That  if  he  would  publifh  it,  they 
would  dilavow  the  contents.  *'  This,  fays  Clarendon,  is  a 
fuffici^nt  indance  how  unendued  men  were  with  that  fpirit 
and  courage  which  was  requifite." 

The  feveral  depoiitions  which  at  difFerent  times  were 
taken  on  the  fubjed:  of  the  army-plot,  were  with  this  decla- 
ration publiftied,  the  parliament  alleging  it  to  be  a  neceffary 
means  for  the  juft  defence  of  their  innocence  againft  thefca«- 
dal  of  having  laid  a  falfe  imputation  on  the  King.  In  thefe 
examinations  Goring  depofed.  That  Sir  John  Suckling,  the 
poet,  told  him  there  was  a  defign  to  bring  the  army  to  Lon- 
don ;  that  the  earl  of  Newcaille  was  to  be  general,  and  he. 
Goring,  lieutenant-general ;  that  he  was  defired  by  Mr.  Jer- 
myn,  to  give  hira  the  meeting  in  the  evening,  at  court; 
that  he  was  carried  into  the  queen's  bed-chamber;  that  he 
was  introduced  by  the  queen  to  the  King,  who  commanded 
him  to  join  himfelf  with  Piercy,  and  others,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  a  cabal  to  bring  up  the  army ;  that  the  King  alleged 
he  had  adefire  to  put  his  army  into  a  good  pofture,  and  that 
lord  Briilol  had  advifed  him  to  do  it;  that,  on  the  meeting 
with  the  cabal,  Piercy  read  certain  propcfitions,  which  were 
afl'ented  to  by  the  company;  that  there  came  into  confidera-^ 
tion  the  bringing  up  the  army  immediately  to  London,  and 
the  making  fure  of  the  Tower.  Piercy,  in  his  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  confciTed  that  the  army  was  to  ftand 
by  the  King  in  his  denial  of  fome  a<Sls,  which  were  expefted 
to  be  prelTed  upon  him  by  the  parliament ;  but  that  he  had 
refufed  entering  into  a  way  fo  high  and  iharp,  as  v/as  propof- 
fed  to  him  by  the  King:  That  himfelf  and  party  difagreed 
with  that  fet  of  men,  who,  by  the  King's  orders,  had  been, 
joined  in  their  cabal,  on  account  of  their  viol-ence,  and  !he 
height  to  which  they  would  have  carried  things.  Captain 
Chudleigh  depofed.  That  he  told  the  army,  from  the  King, 
that  if  they  v/ould  be  faithful  to  him,  he  would  pawn  his  jew- 
els rather  than  they  fhould  be  unpaid :  That  himfelf  wa^ 
told  by  major  Willis,  that  the  army  was  to  be  joined  by  the 
French  about  London,  and  that  a  thoufand  men  were  to  be 
raifcd  for  their  affillance,  at  the  expence  of  the  clergy  :  That 
the  prince  was  to  be  carried  to  the  army,  to  conMrm  their 
affedions ;  and  that  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  was  to  be  general  ; 
That  the  deponent   being  at  Portfmouth,  colonel  Goring 
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flrength  of  the  kingdom  againll  itfelf,    and  to  ^nno  i&^z, 
QtYtd:    that  by  their  own  folly   and   credulity, 

fhewed  him  the  flrength  of  the  place;  that  the  queen  meant 
to  come  down  thither  for  her  fafety,  and  that  (lie  had  given 
him  money  to  fortify  it.  Lieutenant-colonel  Ballard  depofed. 
That  Chudleigh  propofed  to  him,  and  divers  other  oiKcers, 
certain   propofitions,    which   he  faid  came  from   the  King, 
viz.    That   neither  Sir  Jacob  Afhley  nor  Sir  John  Conyers 
were  to  be  acquair^ted  with  the  defign :  That  the  prince  and 
the  earl  of  Newcaftle  were  to  meet  the  army  with  one  thou- 
fand  horfe,  and  all  the  French  who  were  in  London.     Cap- 
tain Leg  depofed,  That  there  v/as  a  petition    propofed  to  be 
delivered  to  the  parliament,  which  was  burnt  on  the  parlia- 
ment's getting  knowledge  cf  the  cabal:    That  he  received 
another  petition  from  the  King,  which  was  to  be  fhewn  to 
Sir  Jacob  Afhley,  the  King  faying  that  that  petition  would 
not  offend.    Sir  Jacob  Alliley  depofed,  That  he  received  a 
petition  from  captain  Leg,    to  which   he  vi'as  d'^fired  to  get 
the  officers  of  the  army   to  fet   their  hands;    That  he  told 
O'Neale    the  difficulty   of  compalHng  what  was  propofed  ; 
that  they  muii  firil  fight  the  Scots,  and  beat  them,  then  fpoil 
the  country  all  the  way  to  London;  that  v^hen  they  came 
there,  the  parliament  might   make  refiftance,  and  the  Sects 
iDlly  and  follow  them. :    That  0*Neale  propofed   to  attempt 
to  make  the  Scots  neutral,  but  that  the  examinan.t  replied. 
The  Scots  would  lay  by  the  heels  any  one  who  fhould  make 
fuch  a  propofal  to  ihem..  He  farther  depofed.  That  at  the  end 
of  the  petition  was  adire^lion  to  tbisefFed:   *'  William  Leg, 
I  command  you,  that  you  fhew  this  to  none  but  Jacob  Afh- 
ley:" That  above   this    diredlion    were  fet  the  two  letters 
"  C.  R."  Sir  John  Conyers    depofed.    That  O'Neale  ufed 
feveral  perfuafions  to  him  to  adhere  to  the  King,  and  to  go 
thcfe  ways  the  King  would  have  him.,  ctherwifehe  would  be 
left  alone  and  ruin  himfeif;  for  that  all  the  troops  under  hin> 
were  that  way  inclined;  That  he  and  Sir  Jacob  Afhley  were 
both  very  much  troubled  at  the  paper,  containing  direftions 
for  a  declaration,  to  be  fubfcribed  by  theoiiicersof  the  army, 
which  was  brought   to  Sir  Jacob  Afnley.     Sir  John  Conyers 
farther  depofed,    That    he  ablbluteiy    refufed   to    affent    to 
O'Neale's   propofals,    and  that   Sir  Jacob  Afhley  told  hira, 
that  O'Neale  was  to  go  toNewcaille.     Sir  Fulk  Huncks  de- 
pofed.   That  O'Neale  perfuaded  him  to  take  part  winh  the 
King,  and  put  the  trocps  in  matioii:    That  he  offered    him 
a  paper,  which  he  refufed  to  fign,  and  told  him  he  had  good 
-  authority  for  what  he  did,  and  that  he  was  to  go  to  the  Scotch 

T  2  army. 
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Anno  1642.  vvhich  the  power  and  fubtilty  of  their  enemies 
could  not  attain:  They  warned  the  people againft 
the  infinuations  of  the  malignant  party,  ftirring 
them  up  to  a6l  their  own  dellrudlions,  under 
plaufible  notions  of  preferving  the  King's  prero- 
gative, maintaining  the  difcipline  of  the  church, 
upholding  and  continuing  the  reverence  and  fo- 
lemnity  of  God's  fervice,  and  encouraging  learn- 
ing; on  which  grounds  divers  mutinous  petitions 
had  been  framed    in  London  and  elfev/here*. 

army.  By  thefe  depofition?  it  appears,  that  there  were  two 
different  petitions  which  had  been  propofed  to  the  army,  but 
that  neither  of  them  had  met  with  fuccefs  ;  and  that  petition 
which  was  publilhed  at  this  time  by  the  King,  and  is  to  be 
met  with  in  Clarendon's  Hiilory,  could  not  be  the  model  of 
the  true  petition,  figned  C.  R.  thefe  depofitions  mentioning 
other  particulars  in  the  original  than  are  to  be  found  in  this 
copy. 

*'  Your  majefty,  fays  the  parliament,  in  another  declara- 
tion, will  fee  juft  caufe  of  joining  with  us  in  preferving  and 
fecuring  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  in  fupprefling  this  wicked 
and  malignant  party,  who,  by  falfe  colors,  and  preteniions  of 
maintaining  your  majefty's  prerogative  againll  the  parlia- 
ment, wherein  they  fully  agree  with  the  rebels  of  Ireland, 
have  been  the  caufes  of  all  our  diftempers  and  dangers." 
Hujbands's  Colledions,  4to  ed.  p.  215,  ^'/eq.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol. 
X.  p.  492. 

*  One  George  Benyon  was  impeached  by  the  Commons  for 
having  procured  a  petition  to  be  figned  by  feveral  citizens  of 
London  againft  the  ordinance  of  militia  taking  place  in  that 
city.  The  King's  party  not  being  very  ftrong  in  this  metro- 
polis, Benyon's  petition  v/as  encountered  by  another  entirely 
agreeable  to  the  defigns  of  parliament,  iigned  by  many  thou- 
fand  hands.  A  prerogative  fcheme,  of  a  more  formidable 
nature,  was  about  the  fame  period  hatched  in  Kent.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Deering,  Sir  George  Twifden,  Sir  George  Strode,  and 
one  Spencer,  had  been  very  aftive  in  procuring  a  petition  to 
be  iigned  by  the  gentlemen  of  Kent,  and  others,  at  the  county 
affize  held  at  Maidflone,  For  the  continuance  of  bilhops,  the 
liturgy,  and  common  prayer :  That  an  uniformity  to  thefe 
might  be  enforced  by  coercive  power :  That  the  people 
fhould  not  be  bound  by  the  orders  of  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment ;    That  no  order  for  militia  ihould  take  place  without 

the 
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"  They  defired  nothing  more,  they  faid,  than  to  ^""°  '^^-i' 
maintain  the  purity    and  power  of  religion,  en- 

the  King's  aHent :    That  the  parliament  would  apply  them- 
felvcs  to  his  majefty's  mefTage  of  the  twentieth  of  January  : 
That  they  would  eftablirii  the   civil  law:    That  they  would 
fpeedily  relieve  their  brethren  in  Ireland  :    That  they  would 
eliablilh  the  privilege  of  parliament  and   the  King's  regal 
power.     This  petition  was  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman.     The  earl  of  Briftol,    who  had  fhewii  repeated 
fymptoms  of  difaffeflion  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  was  on  this 
occaiion  imprifoned;  and  jud.ge  Mallet,  who  had  not  only 
countenanced  the  petition,  but  refufed  to  read  papers  given 
him  by  fome  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  behalf  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  was  taken  off  his  bench  by  a 
troop  of  horfe,   and  carried  prifoner  to  Weftminfter;  as  were 
likewife  other    a6live   agents  who  were   all  afterwards  im- 
peached by  the  Commons.     Sir  Edward  Deering   had  been 
expelled   the  lower  houfe,  and  confined  to  the   Tower,  for 
printing  fpeeches  againft  the  conduft  of  parliament.    His  re- 
sentment occafioned  him  to   be  very  biify  in   the  matter  of - 
this  petition  ;    he  had  raifed  fo  great  a  flame  in  Kent,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  fentence   pafTed   by  the  parliament,  a 
great  multitude  of  gentlemen  afiembled  at  Blackheath,  and 
fent  up  the  petition  by  fome  of  the  party.     On  the  alarm  of 
this   rout,    ftrong  guards  were  placed  on    London- bridge, 
where  the  petitioners  were  difarmed,   and  a  few  of  them  fuf- 
fered  to  pafs  with  their  petition  to  VVeilminfter.     The  ring- 
leaders were  committed  to  the  Gatehoufe,   but  the  younger 
part  of  the  company  only  received  a  kind  admonition  from 
the  Commons,  who  at  the  fame  time  told  them,  they  hoped 
they   would  hereafter  prove  good  members  of  the -common- 
wealth.   The  parliament  afterwards  received  from  the  yeo- 
men of  Kent,  two  petitions  of  a  different  nature  from  this, 
prefented  by  the  ariftocratical  faftion.     George  Benyon  was 
fentenced  by  the  Lords  to  be  disfranchifed  the  city  of  Lon- 
don,   to   be  incapable  of  bearing  office,    to  be  fined   three 
thoufand  pounds,  to  be  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Colchefter 
for  two  years,  and  after  that  time  to  find  fach  fureties  for  his 
good  behavior  as  the  houfe  fhould  think  fit.  To  fatisfy  thofe 
wlio  were  well  afFe^ed  to  the  power  of  the  parliament,   but 
were  much  attached  to  religious  forms,  the  tv/o  ho.ifes  pafTed 
an  order,  declaring,  That  they  intended  a  due  and  necefTary 
reformation  of  the  government    and   liturgy  of  the  church, 
and  to  take  away  nothing  in  one  or  the  other  but  fhould  be 
evil,  and  jufllyoffenfive,  or  at  leafl  unnecefFary  and  burdicn- 

T  3  fome; 
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Anno  1642.  courage  piety  and  learning,  and  to  honor  the 
King  in  all'  hisjull  prerogatives:  Many  bills  and 
propofitions  for  the  King's  prolit  and  honor,  and 
the  people's  fafety  and  profperity,  they  had  pre- 
pared, but  were  hindered  in  the  proceeding  on 
thein  by  the  King's  abfence,  which  was  altoge- 
ther contrary  to  the  ufe  of  his  predeceffors  and 
the  privilege  of  parliament.  They  did  not  doubt 
but  they  fliould  overcome  all  at  the  lafc,  if  the 
people  were  not  drav/n  to  defert  them,  who  had 
been  willing  to  hazard  their  ov/n  undoing  rather 
than  that  they  fhould  be  betrayed,  by  negleding 
the  trufl  repofed  in  them ,  but  if  it  were  pofTible 
their  enemies  fhould  prevail  fo  far  as  to  compafs 
thi^,  they  would  not  fail  ftill  to  perfift  in  their 
duties,  and  to  look  beyond  their  ov/n  lives,  eflates 
and  advantages,  as  men  who  thought  nothing 
worth  enjoying  without  the  liberty,  peace,  and 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  nor  any  thing  too  good  to 
be  hazarded  in  dilcharge  of  their  confcience." 

If  the  parliament,  impelled  by  the  neceiTity 
of  the  times,  and  encouraged  by  the  affedlions  of 
the  people,  allerted  an  authority  hitherto  un- 
afTumed  by  their  predeceiTors,  fo  the  King,  in 
his  reply  to  their  late  declaration,  laid  claim  to  a 
prerogative  which,  if  allowed,  muif  render  par- 
liaments as  ufelefs  a  check  to  the  will  of  the  mo- 
narch as  a  council  of  ilate  ;  viz.  That  the  votes 
and  refolutions  of  both  houfes  had  no  author! tv 
without  his  confent  *.  He  affedled  a  great  regard 

fome  ;  and  for  the  better  efFefling  fuch  reformation,  fpeedily 
to  have  confultatioti  with  godiy  and  learned  divines  :  likewife 
to  efrabliih  learned  and  preaching  miniiiers,  with  good  fuiSi- 
cient  maintenance,  throuo-hout  the  kinpdom.  Parh  Hlfl,  vcA, 

X.  p-  390,   b^/^f.   420?  ''d feq.  458,  l^ feq.   ^"/Sy  ^ Jeq.  vol. 

XI.  p.  406.  'Jcurnahofthe  Coir.mons,  vol.  II.  p.  519.  ^lar.  Hiftn 
'*  He  argued  and   in  this  preteniion   was  better  fupported 

by  the  principles  of  the  conilitution,    That  the  Lords  and 
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for  the  parliament,    and  at  the  fame  time  pro-  Anno  1641. 
claimed  their   afls  to  be  crearonable,  under  the 
following  diflindlion.    That  the  counfels  of  that 
aflembly  were  determined   by  a  few  fchifmatical, 

Commons  mifapplied  the  word  Parliament  when  they  confined 
it  to  their  own  votes  and  refolations,  he  being  an  efTeRtiai 
part  of  what  was  underftood  by  that  phrafe.  The  King  and 
his  party,  before  thefe  times  of  humiliation,  denied  that  the 
parliament  liad  any  thing  to  do  with  the  government  of  the 
country,  or  that  the  crown  was  any  part  of  the  parliament; 
afferting,  that  it  had  a  fovereignty  over  the  three  eftates, 
which  con  filled  of  the  Lords  fpiritual,  the  Lords  temporal, 
and  the  Commons.  It  may  be  worth  obferving,  that,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  lord  chancellor,  in  full  parliament, 
and  in  prefence  of  the  King,  in  a  ftudied  oration,  declared. 
That  the  three  eflates  did  comprehend  the  governance  of  the 
land,  including  the  king  as  chief,  thefecond  to  the  Lords  fpi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  the  third  to  the  Commons.  That 
the  King  was  one  of  the  ellates  which  conllituted  the  leglfla- 
ture  was  not  denied  by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  their 
higheft  afls  of  authority  were  exerted  under  the  guife  of  be- 
ing the  fole  interpreters  of  enadted  laws,  and  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  threatened  imminent  danger  to  the  public:  that  if 
ihe  King,  in  this  cafe,  fhould  refufe  his  afliftance,  or  (hould 
place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fadion  to  confpire  its  ruin, 
that  there  lay  a  dormant  truft  deputed  by  the  abfolute  power 
of  the  people  to  their  reprefentatives  to  fave  the  common- 
wealth from  damage.  The  neceffity  of  fuch  a  fruft  is  too 
obvious  to  difpute  the  rationality  of  its  fuppofition;  nor  did 
the  Comm.ons  want  precedents  whereon  to  ground  their  pre- 
teniions  When  Richard  il.  to  avoid  complying  with  the 
preremptory  demands  of  the  other  two  eftates  of  parliament, 
dif- united  himfelf  from  their  councils,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Charles  had  done,  they  fent  him  a  very  peremptory  meffiige 
to  the  following  purport:  That  the  parliament  had  an  an- 
cient conllitution,  which  had  been  not  many  ages  before  ex-» 
perimented,  That  if  the  King  by  evil  counfel,  or  by  oblti-- 
nacy  and  contempt  of  his  people,  would  alienate  himfelf 
from  them  in  parliament  alTembled,  and  refufe  to  govern  by 
the  laws  and  itatutes  of  the  realm  according  to  their  advice, 
but  would  ilubbornly  exercifehis  regal  power  by  his  own  ar- 
bitrary and  wild  counfels;  that  then  his  parliament  might 
declare  the  throne  vacant,  and  fill  the  fame  with  fome  other 
prince  of  the  royal  progeny. 

T  4  fadlious. 
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Anno  1642.  fa(5i:ious,  and  ambitious  men,  whom  he  alone 
pretended  to  oppofe,  and  in  whofe  overthrow  he 
darkly  hinted  at  the  reftoratiort  of  the  old  tyran- 
ny, under  the  fpecious  phrafe  of  "  regaining  to 
the  people  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberty." 
To  fhew  that  he  had  not  yet  given  over  the  pro- 
fecution  of  thofe  who  firfl  ventured  to  oppofe  his 
evil  adminiftration,  and  to  retrad  his  confefTion 
that  he  had  violated  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
he  declared,  that  he  refolved  upon  the  accufation 
of  the  fix  members  on  fuch  grounds  as  would  fa- 
tisfy  the  world,  that  it  was  fit  for  his  own  fafety 
and  honor,  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to 
proceed  againft  them.  In  fending  a  ferjeant  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons  to  demand  them,  he  had  ufed 
rnore  ceremony  than  he  then  conceived  in  juftice 
might  be  required  of  him  * :  he  had  known 
members  of  either  houfe  committed  without  fo 
much  formality  as  he  had  ufed,  and  upon 
crimes  of  a  far  inferior  nature  to  thofe  he^  had 
fuggeiled.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  King's  decla- 
ration he  afTumed  a  high  and  threatening  ftyle: 
He  called  the  prevailing  party  in  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament,  "  impudent,  malicious  men  :"  by 
the  help  of  God  and  the  law,   he  would  have 

*  Notwithllanding  the  civil  meflage  which  on  this  injurious 
occaiion  he  received  from  the  Commons,  the  King  aflerted, 
that  they  fent  him  no  anfwer,  and  animadverted  on  their  or- 
(der  of  refiftance  in  the  following  manner  :  It  was  the  firft 
time  he  heard  the  prctefl:ition  might  be  wrefled  to  fuch  a 
fgnfe ;  or  that  in  any  cafe,  though  of  the  moft  undoubted 
and  unqueftionable  privilege,  it  might  be  lawful  for  any 
perfon  to  refifl  and  ufe  violence  againft  a  public  minifter  of 
juliice,  armed  with  lawful  authority ;  though  his  majefty  well 
knew,  that  even  fuch  a  minifter  might  be  punifhed  for  exe- 
cuting fuch  authority.  Charles,  on  all  occalions,  ftiewed 
his  ignorance  of  conftitutional  authority,  which  can  no  longer 
\)^  lawful  when  exerted  illegally. 
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juftice  for  the  London  tumults;  of  feditious  Anno  1642. 
pamphlets  and  preachers,  divers  whereof  had 
been  recommended,  if  not  impofed,  upon  feve- 
ral  parifhes  by  fome  members  of  both  houfes, 
he  would  hereafter  take  a  farther  account.  He 
had,  and  fhould  always  give  as  much  eftimation 
and  regard  to  the  advice  and  couniel  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  as  ever  prince  had  done  ; 
but  he  Ihould  never,  and  he  hoped  his  people 
would  never,  account  the  contrivance  of  a  few 
factious  feditious  perfons  (a  malignant  party, 
who  would  lacrifice  the  commonwealth  to  their 
own  fury  and  ambition)  the  wifdom  of  parlia- 
ment. They  would  have  his  majefty  remember, 
that  his  refolutions  did  concern  kingdoms,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  moulded  by  his  own  under- 
ftanding  :  He  did  well  to  remember  it  •,  but  he 
would  have  them  remember,  that  when  their 
confultations  endeavored  to  leflen  the  office  and 
dignity  of  a  King,  they  meddled  with  that  which 
was  not  within  their  determination,  and  of  v/hich 
his  majefty  muft:  give  an  account  to  God  and 
to  his  other  kingdoms,  and  muft  maintain  with 
the  facrilice  of  his  life^. 

The  manner  in  which  the  King  addreftfed  the 
parliament,    varied  according  to    that  different 
tone  of  mind  which  circumftances  favorable  or 
unfavorable  produced.     He  had  at  this  time,  by 
the  changeable  temper  of  the  lord-keeper,    got  J;^"J^^J°"^ 
the   poiTefTion  of  the  great- feal ;    an  advantage  parliament, 
which  by  his  own  party  was    regarded  as  im-JU^"^^'" 
portant,  and  was  the  more  refenced  by  the  po-iVaitothe 
pular  fadtion,  becaufe  they  looked  upon  Little- ^'"^' 

*  With  this  declaration  the  King  publifhed  a  paper,  which 
he  called,  The  true  Petition  of  the  Army,  and  is  to  be  found 
in  Clarendon, 

ton 
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Anno  1642.  ton  ss  tied  to  them   by  the  flrong  bonds  of  in- 
tereft   and  inclination.      His   introduction   into 
adlive  life  had  been  graced  with  a  feeming  zeal 
for  the  caiife  of  Liberty  •,    and  whilfl  his  adions 
were  directed  by  this  line  of  reditude,  he  made 
fo  confiderable  a  figure,  that  the  court  thought 
him  a  profelyte  worth  gaining  at  any  price.    Lit- 
tleton's virtue  was  not  of  a  temper  to  refill  the 
temptation  of  preferment :    in  the  meridian  of 
his  charadler,    he  proftituted  himfeif  to  the  ends 
of  power   for  the  office  of  folicitor-general  f ; 
the  King  expecting  to  receive   great  aiTillance 
from  his  abilities  in  putting  a  plaufible  color  on 
his  aflumed  right  of  arbitrary  taxation.     The 
advanta2;e  he  gained  bv  Littleton's  defedion  was 
not  of  that  importance.     New  champions  arofe 
in  defence  of  law:    The  right  of  impofing  for 
fliips  was   difputed   by  Mr.   St.  John    and   Mr. 
Holbourne  in   a   manner  which  left  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  illegality  of  the  pretenfion  ;  whilfl 
the  folicitor-general,    in  this  bad  caufe,    fliewed 
himfeif  fo  indifferent  a  logician,    that  his  argu- 
ments ferved  but. to  complete  the  triuniph  of 
his  antagonifts,    and  left  to  the  King  no  other 
vi6lory  than  that  of  prevailing  on  the  weaknefs 
of  humanity,  and  depriving  his   country  of  the 
talents  of  an  ingenious  man.     On  the  death  of 
the  lord-keeper  Coventry,    Finch  was  preferred 
to  the  feals,    and  Littleton   was  made  chief-juf- 
tice  of  the  Common-Fleas.     His  behavior  whilft 
in  thefe  ofHces,    was  fuch  as  to  procure  him   lo 
much  of  the  favor  of  archbiihop  Laud  and  the 
earl   of  Strafford,    that   they  efpecially  recom- 

f  Clarendon  fays,  that  tliis  office  was  much  to  his  ho- 
nor, but  not  to  his  profit  ;  the  obligation  of  attendance  de- 
priving him  of  much  benefit  he  ufed  to  acquire  by  his  prac- 
Uce.  Clar.  Hijl.  vol.  I.  p.  443. 

mended 
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fnended  to  him  to  the  King,   as  a  perlbn  who  Anno  1642. 
would   be  ufeful  at  the  council-table  •,    where, 
as  Clarendon  obferves,  he  kept  up  his  good  name 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  on  the  lord  Finch's  fly- 
ing the  kingdom,  he  was  thought  by  the  King 
to  be  the  fitted  perlbn  to  whom  he  could  entruft 
the  feais  ;  and,  on  the  earneft  defire  of  the  earl 
of  Strafford,    was  created  a  baron  ;    that  delin- 
quent expelling,  that,  by  his  reputation  of  deep 
knov/ledge  in  lav/,  he  v/ould  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence on    the  proceedings  of  the  Peers.    This 
was  a  fond  hope.     Littleton,  as  he  had  once  de- 
ceived his  country  from  views  of  profit,    io  he 
now  deceived  his   patrons  on  motives  of  incli- 
nation :    he  not  only    negleded    to   make    any 
intereil  in  favor  of  Strafford,  but  obeyed  the  re- 
folution  of  the  Commons   in  abfenting  himfelf 
from  h'lSr  trial;    and  was  fo  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavors  tp  regain  the  confidence  of  the  popu- 
lar faclion,  that,  looking  upon  him  as  their  en- 
tire creature,  they  treated  him  with  much  kind- 
nels  and  refpedl:,    whilfb  he  was  flighted  by   his 
court  friends  as  a  perfidious  renegade.     On  Lit- 
tleton's   voting   for  the    legality  of  the    parlia- 
ment's ordinance  for  the  militia,   and  accepting 
under  their  authority  the  lieutenancy  of  a  county, 
the  King,  inflamed  with  refentment,  fent  to  lord 
Falkland  to  demand  of  him  the  great  feal.     It 
not  being  yet  determined    to  Vv^hole  hands  it  was 
proper  to  commit  it,    in  a  confultation  on  this 
fubjedl  between  Falkland,  Colepeper,  and  Plyde, 
^hefubtle  lawyer,  who  had  before  tampered  v;ith 
fhe  duftile  difpofition  of  Littleton,  reprefented. 
That  a  great  clamor  would  enfue  if  the  feal  was 
one  hour  out  of  the  hands  of  a  conilitutional  of- 
ficer :    that  were  it  to  be  tendered  to  any  one 
who  OiGuld   rejetl  it>  it  would  be  yet  more  pre- 
judicial 
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Anno  164a.  j^^—^l  to  the  King:  befides,  if  Littleton  cared 
not  for  offending  his  majefty,  he  would  refufe 
to  deliver  it;  and  in  this  refufal  he  would  bejuf- 
tified,  rewarded,  and  cherifhed  by  the  parlia- 
ment. He  then  propofed  that  the  King  fhould 
be  advifed  to  fufpend  his  refolution,  and  write 
kindly  to  the  keeper  to  bring  the  feal  to  him, 
inftead  of  fending  for  the  feal  itfelf.  Hyde's 
propofal  being  affented  to,  he  repaired  to  the 
lord-keeper,  and  by  many  artful  infinuations 
gained  fo  much  on  him  as  to  obtain  the  confir- 
mation of  a  former  promife,  that  whenever  the 
King  fnould  fend  for  him  he  would  follow  his 
meffenger  to  York.  Matters  being  thus  agreed, 
in  fome  few  days  following  came  pofl  from  York 
one  Elliot,  a  boifterous  young  man,  who  had 
a  long  time  followed  the  court  in  hopes  of  gain- 
ing an  employment  in  the  bed-chamber*.     He 

*  The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Elliot 
to  lord  Digby,  intercepted  and  publiihed  by  the  parliament. 
*'  My  Lord, 

**  You  have  ever  been  fo  ready  to  oblige,  that  I  cannot 
defpair  of  your  favor  in  a  bufinefs  where  I  am  much  con- 
cerned. The  King  was  pleafed  to  employ  me  to  London 
to  my  lord- keeper  for  the  feals,  which  though  after  two  hours 
confideration  he  refufed,  yet  being  refolved  not  to  be  de- 
nied, my  importunity  at  lafl:  prevailed  ;  which  fervice  the 
King  hath  declared  was  fo  great,  that  he  hath  promifed  a 
reward  equal  to  it.  It  may  be  the  King  expedts  I  fhould 
move  him  for  fome  place,  which  I  fhall  not  do,  being  re- 
folved never  to  have  any  but  by  the  queen,  being  already 
fo  infinitely  obliged  to  her  for  her  favor,  that  1  confefs  I 
would  owe  my  being  only  to  her ;  nor  fhall  I  ever  value  that 
life  I  hold,  but  as  a  debt  which  I  (hall  ever  pay  to  her  com- 
mand. The  favor  which  I  defire  from  your  lordfhip  is,  that 
you  will  engage  the  queen  to  write  to  the  King,  that  he 
would  make  me  a  groom  of  his  bed-chamber ;  which  fince 
I  know  is  fo  abfolutely  in  her  power,  I  fhall  never  think 
of  another  way  ;  for  which  favor  neither  her  majefly  nor 
your  lordfliip  fliall  ever  find  a  me>re  real  fervant.  For  our 
affairs,  they  are  now  in  fo  good  a  condition,  that  if  we  are 

not 
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accofted  the  keeper  with  much  bluntnefs,  and  Anno  1642. 
demanded  the  feal ;  at  the  fame  time  putting  in- 
to his  hands  a  letter  from  the  King,  fignifying 
that  if  his  indifpofition  *  would  not  permit  him 
to  make  as  much  hade  as  the  occafion  required, 
to  deliver  the  feal  to  the  bearer,  and  to  follow  at 
his  leifure.  Littleton,  furprifed  and  angry  at 
the  brutal  manner  of  Elliot,  and  thinking  him, 
by  reafon  of  his  youth,  an  improper  perfon  to  be 
trufted  with  a  fecret  of  fuch  importance,  an- 
fwered  brifkly.  That  he  would  not  deliver  it  into 
other  hands  than  the  King's  5   but  afterwards  re- 

not  undone  by  hearkening  to  an  accommodation,  there  is 
nothing  elfe  can  hurt  us,  which  I  fear  the  King  is  too  much 
inclined  to;  but  I  hope  what  he  Ihall  receive  from  the 
queen  will  make  him  fo  refolved,  that  nothing  but  a  fatis- 
fadlion  equal  to  the  injuries  he  hath  received,  will  make 
him  quit  the  advantage  he  now  hath  ;  which  I  do  not  doubt 
will  be  the  means  of  bringing  your  lord(hip  quickly  hither." 

At  the  fame  time  was  published  another  intercepted  letter 
from  the  lord  Digby  to  the  queen.  He  congratulates  her 
in  being  withdrawn  from  a  country  fo  unworthy  of  her ;  on 
his  arrival  in  Holland,  wherein  he  delires  to  be  admitted 
to  her  prefence,  notwithftanding  a  report  that  the  parliament 
had  entreated  her  not  to  have  any  further  intercourfe  with 
him  :  The  ground  of  their  malevolence,  he  tells  her,  is  fome 
letters  they  had  prefumed  to  open,  which  he  had  written  to 
her  majefly  ;  notwithftanding,  he  is  certain  he  had  not  com- 
municated any  thing  which  could  be  wrefced  to  an  ill  fenfe 
by  his  greatell  enemies ;  he  had  not  mentioned  bufinefs  to 
her  fince  he  left  England.  To  the  King  he  confefTed  he 
had  written  with  that  hardinefs  which  he  thought  his  affairs 
and  complexion  required,  but  that  was  fent  by  fo  fafe  a 
hand,  that  he  could  not  apprehend  the  mifcarriage.  Thus, 
by  thefe  incendiaries,  was  the  imagination  of  this  weak 
woman,  the  chief  inftrument  to  work  effeclually  on  the 
follies,  prejudices,  and  vices  of  her  hufband,  fed  with  hopes 
of  power  and  conqueft,  to  the  ftirring  up  all  thofe  bloody 
mifchiefs  which  in  the  end  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  deluded 
Charles.   Hujbands'i  Colkdions,  8vo.  ed.  p.  486,   ^  feq. 

*  He  was  now  advanced  in  life,  and  fubjed  to  the 
gravel.  - 

8  -  colleding 
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Anno  164s.  colle6ling  that  he  had  now  gone  too  far  to  re- 
cede, he  obeyed  the  diredlions  of  the  letter^ 
and  followed  the  feal  with  lb  much  expedition, 
that  he  arrived  at  York  at  the  end  of  three  days  * ; 
but  met  not  with  the  reception  he  had  been 
taught  to  expedl.  Charles  was  of  an  unforgiv- 
ing difpofition  \  and  befides,  Elliot  had  boafted 
that  to  his  courage  alone  the  King  owed  the 
poffefTion  of  the  feal,  he  having  raviihed  it  from 
the  keeper  in  Ipite  of  his  teeth.  Thus,  by  a 
defpicable  weaknefs  of  temper,  did  this  doating 
old  man  lofe  the  efteem  of  all  parties  ;  and, 
quitting  thofe  real  advantages  he  enjoyed  by  the 
parliament,  fought,  by  a  fccond  breach  of  truft-f^ 
the  fmiles  of  a  mafter  he  had  offended,  and 
whofe  haughty  difpofition  prevented  his  treating 
with  complacency  his  moft  avowed  creatures  J. 

*  He  travelled  on  horfeback. 

7  The  popular  faftion,  depending  on  their  intereft  with 
Littleton,  neglefled  to  execute  a  necciTary  caution  which- 
had  been  propofed  in  a  confultation  ;  viz.  Whether,  in  re- 
gard the  keeper  might  be  fent  for  by  the  King,  or  that 
the  feal  might  be  taken  fi^m  him,  it  would  not  b^e  right  to 
apnoint  it  to  be  kept  in  a  fecure  pTsce,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  keeper  for  the  execution  of  his  oSice  ?  Clar.  Hiji.  voL  T. 

P'445- 

X  Clarendon,    in  his  own  Life,    tells  us,  That  Littleton 

was  very  ill  treated  at  York,  by  thofe  lords,  the  creatures 
of  the  court,  whom  he  had  offended  by  his  former  condutl  ; 
that  the  King  countenanced  this  behavior,  fuffering  Elliot's 
extravagant  difcourfes  to  gain  credit,  without  reprehenfion 
or  vindication  ;  that  he  never  trufted  the  keeper  with  the 
great  feal,  nor  permitted  him  to  ufe  it,  but  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  that  this  conduct  occafioned  a  great  melancholy  in 
the  keeper;  that,  on  his  making  demurs,  objedions,  and 
delays,  againll  putting  the  feal  to  one  of  the  King's  pro- 
clamations, the  King  would  have  turned  him  out  of  his 
office  ;  that  Mr.  Hyde,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendcn,  who 
owns  his  obje<5lions  were  often  reafonable,  interfofed  in  his 
favor,  having  drawn  him  into  the  fnare  ;  tellir.g  the  King, 
that  by  feverity  to  the   keeper  he  vyould  difcourr.gc  others 

who 
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Littleton  having  began  his  journey  on  the  Sa-  A>2no  1645^ 
tiirday,    and   the    parliament  not  meeting   till 
Monday  ^^  it  was  more  than  two  days  before  his 
defedlion  and  flight  were  known  f, 

who  defircd  to  ferve  him  faithfully  ;  that  the  King  protefc- 
ed,  that  if  it  was  not  for  Mr.  Hyde's  fake,  he  would  turn 
the  keeper  out  of  his  place  ;  that  he  enlarged  upon  his  fear 
of  difobliging  the  parliament;  and  recommended  to  Mr. 
Hyde  to  give  him  good  counfel.  This  Mr.  Hyde  tells  us 
he  did  fo  effedualiy,  by  preparing  him  by  difcourfe,  when 
any  thing  was  to  be  done  which  adminiltered  any  argu- 
ment for  doubt,  that  is,  when  any  thing  was  to  be  done 
which  he  would  think  contrary  to  law,  that  there  was  never 
after  any  unkindnefs  of  the  King  cowards  him.  The  fame 
author,  however,  in  his  charader  of  thofe  privy- counfellors 
who  attended  the  King  at  Oxford,  tells  us.  That  Littleton's 
parts,  which  in  the  profeffion  of  the  law  were  very  good, 
wei-e  ttot  applicable  to  the  bufinefs  now  in  hand.  This  is 
a  favorable  teilimony  of  this  unhappy  man's  conducl,  after 
his  leaving  the  parliament,  and  reiiding  at  Oxford.  Cla- 
rsndon's  UfSy  vol.  I.  p.  I20.      Clar.  Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  151. 

*  Littleton,  after  his  apoHacy,  was  mean  enough  to  write, 
by  the  Kng's  direftion,  a  letter  to  the  lord  Willoughby  of 
Parham,  difavovving  the  having  given  his  vote  for  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  militia.     The  Lords  ordered  the  journals  of 
their  houfe  to  be  fearched,  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter j  iivA,  to  the  eternal  infamy  of  the  keeper,  it  was  found 
that  he  had  not  only  given  his  vote  for  the  ordinance,    but 
had  accepted  of  a  lieutenantcy,    named  his  deputies,    and 
-agreed  to  the  feveral  forms  of  deputation.     Thefe  particu- 
lars,   iigned  by  the  clerk,    were   fent   to  lord  Willoughby, 
who  had,    in  a  letter  to  the  King,    quoted  the  authority  of 
Littleton  ;  and  afterwards  were  printed  and  pjbliihed.  Not 
only  Littleton  the  chancellor,  but  Banks  the  chief-jullice  of 
the   Common-Pleas,  a  lawyer  noted  for  his  bafe  compliance 
with  the  meafures  of  the  court,    and   for  the  extraordinary 
arp-uments    he  urp^d  in  defence  of  the  Kind's  riffht  of  im- 
pofmg  the  tax  of  (hip-money,    voted  for  the  parliamentary 
ordinance  of  militia.     The  earl  of  EiTex  was  put  into  the 
lieutenantcy  of  the  county  of  Salop,    in  Littleton's  place. 
Pari  HiJi.  vol.  XI.  p.  I99. 

f  The  houfe  of  Peers,  by  his  management,  had  been  ad- 
journed till  a  later  hoar  than  ufual. 

The 
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Anno  1642.  Xhe  accident  of  lofing  the  great  feal  occa-* 
fioned  much  trouble  and  diftradlion  in  the  upper 
houfe.  The  earl  of  Northumberland  moved, 
that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to  confi* 
der  how  there  might  be  an  accommodation  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  people.  This  dejedlion 
was  but  momentary  ;  the  houfe  of  Commons 
treating  the  incident  as  a  trifling  one,  the  peers 
re-alTumed  courage.  A  warrant  was  iffuedfor 
apprehending  the  keeper ;  and,  according  to 
the  King's  repeated  invitation,  that  the  parlia- 
ment would  ciigeft  into  one  body  all  their  de- 
The  parKa-  mands,  the  following  nineteen  proportions,  con- 
inent  fend    ^^[^[^cr  thofc  particulats  wMch  were  thdught  ne- 

nmeteen  Id  r  o 

propofitions  celTary  reiiramts  on  the  royal  power,  were  now 
to  the  King.  ^I^^j,^^  to  him  *.  That  the  members  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  the  officers  of  Hate,  fhould  be  ap- 
proved by  the  two  houfes,  or  by  the  council, 
in  the  interval  of  parliament  5  and  that  privy- 
counfellors  jfhould  take  an  oath  for  the  due  ex- 
ecution of  their  office,  the  form  to  be  agreed 
on  by  parliament  :  That  public  ads  fhould  be 
done  by  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of  the 
council,  attefled  under  their  hands  :  That  the 
number  of  the  council  fhould  be  limited  to  fif- 
teen, or  five-and-twenty  at  mofl :  That  thofe 
who  were  entrufled  v/ith  the  government  of  the 
King's  children  fhould  be  approved  by  both 
houfes,  or,  in  the  interval  of  parliament,  by  the 
council :  That  no  marriage  fhould  be  concluded 
or  treated  for  the  King's  children,  but  by  con- 
fent of  parliament  ^ :  That  the  laws  again  ft  Je- 

*  They  had  experienced  very  ill  confequences  from  the 
capricious  alliances  the  crown  had  made  with  Popilh  princes ; 
and  they  had  no  hope  of  getting  rid  of  thefe  but  by  re- 
ftraining  the  royal  choice. 

fuits. 
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fuits,  priefts,  and  Popifh  recufants,  fhould  be  Anno  1641, 
flridly  put  in  execution,  without  any  tolera- 
tion or  difpenfation  ;  and  that  a  more  efFedual 
courfe  fhould  be  enadled,  to  difable  them  from 
making  difturbance  in  theftate:  That  the  votes 
of  Popifh  Lords  fhould  be  taken  away  ;  and 
that  a  law  Ihould  be  enaded  for  educating  the 
children  of  Papifts  in  the  Proteflant  religion  : 
That  the  King  would  confent  to  fuch  a  refor- 
mation of  the  worfhip  and  government  of  the 
church,  as  both  houfes  of  parliament,  v/ith  the 
affiftance  of  divines,  fhould  advife :  That  he 
would  refl  fatisfied  with  the  ordinance  of  the  mi- 
litia, until  the  fame  fhould  be  farther  fettled  by 
bill :  That  members  of  parliament,  who  had 
been  deprived  of  their  offices  this  fefllons, 
fliould  be  reflored,  on  the  petition  of  both 
houfes  :  That  privy-counfellorsandjudges  fhould 
take  an  oath  for  maintaining  the  Petition  of 
Right,  and  other  flatutes  made  this  parliament : 
That  the  officers  of  flate  and  judges  fhould  hold 
their  places  quamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint :  That  the 
juflice  of  the  parliament  fhould  pafs  upon  all 
delinquents  :  That  the  general  pardon  offered  by 
the  King  fliould  be  granted,  with  fuch  excep- 
tions as  fnould  be  offered  by  the  two  houfes  : 
That  the  forts  and  cafdes  of  the  kingdom  fhould 
be  put  under  the  cuttody  of  perfons  approved 
by  parliament,  or,  in  the  interval  of  parliament, 
by  the  council:  That  the  King's  levies  fliould 
be  difbanded  :  That  he  would  enter  into  a  more 
ftridl  alliance  with  the  fiates  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, and  other  Proteflant  princes,  againit 
the  pope  and  his  adiierents,  and  for  the  recovery 
of  the  Palatinate  :  That  the  fix  members  fhould 
be  cleared    by   a6t   of  parliament  * :    That   no 

*  The  parliament  had  before  fent  up  a  bill  for  the  clear- 
ing the  fjx  members,  which  was  refufed  by  the  King,     The 
Vol.  III.  U  Kinr 
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Anno  1642  peers*  made  hereafter  {hould  fit  in  parliament' 
without   confent  of  both   houfes.     Thefe    their 

ICing  faid,  thaE  Ofie  feafon  far  his  refafal  was  a  claufe  in  the 
bill,  declaring,  that  no  member  of  either  houfe,  upon  ac- 
cufation  of  treafon,  could  have  his  perfon  feized,  without' 
the  confent  of  that  houfe  of  which  he  was  a  member ; 
**  contrary,  fays  he,  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  which 
extend,  not  privilege  of  parliament  to  treafon."  The  par- 
liament allowed  this  maxim,  but  confined  its  fignification  to 
manifeft  treafon :  othervvife,  that  the  proofs  ihould  be  ex- 
plained to  the  parliament,  to  prevent  that  prejudice  which 
muft  accrue  to  the  public  from  the  King  having  it  in  his 
power,  at  a  critical  juncture,  to  imprifon  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes.  The  King  continued  obftinately  to 
alTert,  that  his  right  in  this  point  was  undeniable. 

*  Patent  peers,  created  by  the  mere  prerogative  of  the 
drown  ;  a  prerogative  dangerous  to  the  very  exiftence  of  the 
conilitution  and  ihe  liberty  of  the  fubjecl ;  a  prerogative 
which  has  ever  been  notorioufly  abufed,  and  which  looks 
with  a  baleful  afpeft  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Commons, 
is,  according  to  a  fmall  odavo  treatife,  entitled.  An  En- 
quiry into  the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  an  encroachment 
on  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  no  earlier  a  date  than  the 
reign  of  Hertry  VII;  the  author  of  the  forementioncd 
treatife  affirming  that  peers  created  by  letters-patent,  pre^ 
vious  to  this  period,  was  done  by  the  alTent  of  parliament. 
I  have  been  told,  there  are  records  extant  which  contradict 
this  affcrtion  ;  but  it  is  likely  the  exceptions  are  few ;  and 
that  the  afTent  of  parliament  was  regarded  as  neceflary  to 
render  fuch  creations  coniiitutional. 

The  propofitions  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  others,  in 
which  ieveral  particulars  were  to  be  removed  from  the  per- 
fons  of  the  King  and  queen  j  the  queen  to  take  an  oath,  in 
rhe  prefence  of  both  houfts,  that  fhe  would  not  intermed- 
dle concerning  the  difpofal  of  places,  or  in  any  of  the  affairs 
of  ftate  and  government ;  none  of  ..the  King's  children  to  go 
beyond  the  feas,  without  the  confent  of  parliament;  no 
Popilh  fervice  to  be  laid  in  the  courts  of  the  King,  queen, 
or  prince ;  nor  any  of  their  fervants  permitted  to  be  pre- 
sent at  mafs,  under  the  penalty  of  lofs  of  office ;  that  thofe 
members  of  the  lower  houfe  accufed  of  offences  againft 
diat  houfe,  who  had  been  made  peers  this  prefent  parlia- 
ihent,  fnould,  by  aft  of  parliament,  be  put  out  of  the  up- 
per houfe  ;  and  that  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
JI10D5  who  had  this  parliament  been  made  peers,  fhould  be 

tvxcluded 
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derires  granted,  the  "  parJiariient  promifed  to  Anno  1642, 
apply  themlelves  to  regulate  the  King's  prelcnt 
revenue,  to  encreafe  it  beyond  the  proportion  of 
any  former  grants  to  the  crown,  and  to  put  the 
town  of  Hull  into  fuch  hands  as  the  King  (hould 
appoint. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  thefe  propofitions 
new-modelled  the  conftitution,  infufmg  in  it  fo 
much  of  the  fpirit  of  a  republiCj  that  they 
deprived  the  monarch  of  every  pferogative 
noxious  to  good  government-,  nor  could  they 
be  faid  to  fecure  to  the  people  a  full  and  per- 
manent enjoyment  of  Liberty,  without  addi^ 
tions  relative  to  the  ftrengthening  and  confirm- 
ing the  democratical  power  in  a  manner  which 
fhould  prevent  oligarchy  or  ariflocracy  from 
eftablifhing  itfelf  on  the  ruins  of  monarchy  : 
But  as  the  management  of  public  affairs  was 
now  in  the  hands  of  wife  and  virtuous  men,  it 
is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  important  points 
would  have  been  attended  to,  if  Charles,  on 
the  forementioned  grounds,  had  entered  into  The  King 
treaty.  He  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  confent,  ^"l^^f^'^^^^^^ 
in  his  prefent  circumftances,  to  fuch  an  abridge-  propofitions;^ 
ment  of  regal  privilege  :  "  Should  I  grant  thefe 

excluded  from  giving  their  votes,  unlefs  both  houfes  fliould 
give  their  aiTent ;  that  the  King  would  "make  a  public  de- 
claration, that,  according  to  law,  he  would  not  receive  any 
private  information  or  fa ggeftion  againft  any  members  of 
parliament,  for  things  done  in  parliament ;  and  that  he 
would  difcover  the  names  of  thofe  who  had  advifed  him  in 
ihe  bufinefs  of  profecuting  the  fix  members ;  had  been  long 
under  the  confideration  of  both  houfes.  The  crude  mate- 
rials, afterwards  digefted  into  thofe  nineteen  propofitions 
vvhich  were  prefented  to  the  King,  were  furniihed  by  the 
joint  committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  appointed  to*  fit  at 
Grocers-Hall  during  the  adjournment  of  parliament,*  which 
immediately  followed  the  King's  coming  to  ihe  lower  houfe 
to  demand  the  fix  members.  Pari,  H/Jf,  vol.  X,  p.  4033 
^/e^.    Clar.  Hiji,  vol»  I.  p.  309. 

U  2  demaftds'9 
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Anno  1642.  demands,  faid  he,  in  his  reply,  I  may  be  waited 
on  bare-headed,  I  may  have   my   hand   kiffed, 
the  title   of  niajefty  continued   to  me,  and  the 
King's  authority,    fignihed    by    both    houies  of 
parliament,  be  ilill  the  ftyle  of  your  commands  y 
I  may. have  fwords  and  maces  carried  before  me, 
and  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  fight  of  a  crown  and 
fceptre  •,  but  even  thefe  twigs    would  not  long 
fiouriih  when  the  ftock  on  which  they  grew  was 
dead ;  but  as  to  true  and  real  power,  1   Ihould 
remain   but  the   outfide,   but   the    pidlure,  but 
Hufbands's  ^^  ^^S"  ^^  ^  King."     He  told  the    parliament, 
coiieftioas,  that  if  they  had^  unfeafonably  vented  their  pro- 
^^°  I?*  &    pofitions,    their   hopes    would  foon   have    been 
^«    '       blalled  :  to  bring  their  defigns  to  this  ripenefs, 
they  had    removed  a  troublefome  rub  in  their 
\yayy  the  law  ^  ;  they  had  ereded  an  upftart  au- 
thority without  him ;  they  had  prepared  and  di- 
refted  to  the   people    unprecedented    invedives 
asainil   his  government,  to   weaken  his   autho- 
rity   and  due  efteem  among  them  -f ;  they  had 
injurioufly  and  prefumptuouily,  though  he  con- 
ceived impudence  itfelf  was  ailiamed  of  it,  at- 
tempted to  call  on  him  afperfions  of  favoring  a 
rebellion  in  his  own  bowels  ;  they  had  broached 
new  doctrines,  that  he  was  obliged  to  pals   all 
laws   which  fhould  be  offered  to  him  by  both 
houfes  J ;    they    had    interpreted   his    neceffary 

*  Could  they  have  done  this  if  the  law,  by  an  abufe  of 
power,  had  not  been  found  a  grievance  ? 

f  If  thofe  inve£lives  had  contained  fal(hoods,  they  would 
only  have  been  prejudicial  to  their  authors;  if  truths,  there 
was  no  eiieem  due. 

J  In  one  of  the  voluminous  declarations  on  the  bufinefs 
of  Hull,  the  parliament  afferted,  That  the  kings  of  this 
realm  ilood  engaged  by  the  oath  which  they  did,  or  ought 
to  take  at  their  coronation,  as  well  to.  confiriP.  fuch  laws  as 
the  people  fliould  choofe,  and  to  remedy  by  law  fuch  in- 
con  veniencit^ 
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guard,  legally  afiTeiTibled  for  his  defence  againfc  ^'^''^'^  ^^42 
a  traitor   in  open  rebellion   againft  him,  to  be 
with  intent  to  levy  war  againft  his  parliament  (a 
thought    his  foul  abhorred)   thereby  to    render 
him  odious  to  his  people  *.     They  had  fo  awed 

conveniencies  as  the  people  might  fuiter,  as  to  keep  and 
prote£l  the  laws  already  in  being:  this,  .they  faid,  appeared, 
by  the  form  of  the  oath  upon  record,  and  in  bocks  of  good 
authority,  and  by  the  f  llowing  claufe  in  the  ftarute  of  the 
twenty-rifth  of  Edw.  III.  entitled.  The  Statute  of  Provifors 
of  Benefices.  **  Whereupon  the  faid  Commons  have  pray- 
ed our  lord  the  King,  that  fince  the  right  of  the  crown  of 
England,  and  the  law  of  the  faid  realm,  is  fuch,  that 
upon  the  -mifchiefs  and  damages  which  happened  to  his 
realm,  h;  ought,  with  the  accord  of  his  people  in  parlia- 
ment, thereof  to  make  remedy  and  law,  &c."  The  King, 
notwithftanding  the  authority  of  this  claufe,  denied  the 
,  right  of  the  claim,  by  a  verbal  criticifm  on  the  tenfe  of  the 
Latin  verb  eligerit,  fignifying  hath  chofen,  as  well  rs  Jhall 
choofe%  and  peremptorily  infiited,  that  he  had  an  abfolute 
option,  to  pafs,  or  not  to  pafs,  any  bill  tendered  by  par- 
liament, without  giving  any  reafon  for  his  refufal.  Much 
may  be  faid  in  defence  of  either  of  thefe  contradiclory 
claims.  Certain  it  is,  if  the  King,  conceiving  any  fuch 
bill  prejudicial  to  himfelf,  or  inconvenient  to  the  public, 
hath  a  right  to  make  ufe  of  his  negative  voice,  vo  have  the 
parliament,  who  are  more  immediately  truiied  by  the  peo- 
ple, a  right  to  exert  the  whole  power  vetted  in  them  by 
the  conilitution  to  force  the  royal  aiTent  to  any  bill  they 
think  conducive  to  public  utility.  The  refolution,  That 
tile  Kin^  was  bound  bv  his  oath  to  pafs  fuch  bills  as  ihould. 
be  prefented  to  him  by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  the 
good  of  the  kingdom,  pafied  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred 
and  three  againft  fixty-one.     Pari.  Hip.  vol.  Xi.  p    1^.9. 

*  Notwithilandinp-  this  llrong  aiTeveration,  befidrs  .he 
undeniable  tellimony  of  the  King's  warlike  preparations, 
his  hiilorian  Clarendon,  with  a  variety  of  contr_'i:ciory 
afTertions,  owns  tlie  intent  of  levying  war  to  refill:  me  pcir- 
liament,  from  the  period  of  the  King's  ablenting  himi-.^lt 
from  that  afTembly.  After  iliewing  that  the  intent  of  ;;:•? 
King's  journey  northward,  was  to  fecure  PoitfniQuth  : -1 
Hull,  towns  well  fituated  for  the  receiving  foreign  lupplics, 
he    fays.  That  when   the  King  found, ,  on    his  arri'-al    at 

U   3  ""  York,       I 
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/.i)npj642.  his  good  fubjeifis  with  piirfuivants,  heavy  cciIt* 
fares,  and  illegal    imprifonments,  that   few    of 

York,  a  great  alacrity  exprened  for  kis  fervice,  he  was  de- 
tsnhined  to  treat  the  two  houfes  in  another  manner  than  1^^ 
had  done ;  and  to  have  nothing  extorted  from  him,  but 
vykat  he  was  well  inclined  to  ccnfent  to:  That  he  omitted 
no  opportunity  to  provide  againll:  the  ftorm  he  faw  was 
coniing,  nor  neglected  the  proviiion  he  thought  moft  necef- 
fary  for  his  defence;  That  the  queen  was  as  intent  to  do 
her  part,  and  to  provide  that  fo  good  company,  as  Ihe 
jieard  was  daily  gathered  together  about  the  King,  fhould 
pot  be  difiblved  for  want  of  vyeapons  to  defend  one  another: 
That,  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  could  be  ufed  in  thofe  cafes, 
and  where  (he  had  fo  many  fpies  upon  her,  fhe  caufed,  by 
the  fale  or  pawning  of  her  own  and  fome  of  the  crown- 
jewels,  a  good  quantity  of  powder  and  arms  to  be  in  readi- 
iiefs  in  Holland,  againiithe  time  it  fhould  be  found  necef- 
fary  to  tranfport  them  to  his  majedy.  After  this  plain  con- 
fefiion  of  what  had  been  well  proved  to  the  parliament,  the 
authorj  in  a  period  of  thirty-eight  lines,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing extraordinary  animadverlions :  *'  It  will  be  wondered 
at  hereafter,  that,  in  a  judging  and  difcerning  ftate,  where 
inen  either  had,  or  feemed  to  have,  the  faculty  of  their 
reafon  and  underftanding  at  the  height,  thofe  men  who  had 
the  fjcili  and  cunnipg,  out  of  frov/ard  and  peevifh  humors 
?ind  indifpofitions,  to  compound  fears  and  jealoulies  and 
to  animate  and  inflame  thofe  fears  and  jealoulies  into  the 
inofc  prodigious  and  boldeft  rebellion  any  age  or  country 
ever  brought  forth  :  I  fay,  it  may  feem  ftrange  that  thefe 
men  could  entertain  the  hope  and  coj;fidence  to  obtrude 
fuch  a  declaration  and  vote  upon  the  people,  that  the  King 
did  iniend  to  make  war  againll:  the  parliament,  when  they 
were  fo  far  from  apprehending  that  he  would  be  able  to 
get  an  army  to  difturb  them,  that  they  were  moft  allured 
he  would  not  be  able  to  get  bread  to  maintam  himfelf 
three  months,  withoiit  fubmittina:  all  his  counfels  to  their 
condu6t  and  controul ;  and  that  the  offering  to  impofe  it 
did  not  awaken  the  people  to  an  indignation  which  might 
Jiave  coiifounded  them  ;  for  befides  their  prefumption,  in 
endeavoring  to  fearch  what  the  fcripture  itfelf  told  them 
was  unfearchable,  the  heart  of  the  King,  the  very  law  of 
the  land,  vvhofe  defence  they  pretended,  makes  no  con- 
clufion  of  the  iptentipn  of  the  tnbaneft  fubjedl,  ii^  a  matter 
of  the  higheil  and  tenderell  confequence,  even  treafon  itfelf 
againil  the  life  of  the  King,  without  fome  overt,  unlawful 

^4 


CHARLES      l.  295 

them  durfl  prefent  their  tendernefs  of  his  fuffer-  Anno  1643. 
ings,  though    in  an    humble    petition,  to  both 
houles ;  and  if   any  did,  it   was  ilifled    in   the 
birth,  and   called  fedition  *.     "The  perfon   of 
the  King,    fays  Charles,   hath  been  fometimes 
iinjuftly  depofed;  yet  the  regal  power  was  never, 
before  this  time,  ftrucken  at.     Such  who   have 
been  mided  by  ill  counfels  to  have  any  hand  in  vol.  xi. 
the  execution    of  the  militia,  will  fee  to   what  p-  ^^^' 
end  their  fervice  is  defigned ;  and  therefore,  if 
they  fhall  prefume  hereafter  to  meddle   in  it, 

aft,  from  whence,  and  other  circumftances,  the  ill  inten- 
tion may  be  feafonably  made  appear."  In  another  place 
the  fame  hiftorian  fays,  That  many  did  yet  believe  the  King 
too  long  deferred  his  recourfe  to  arms  ;  and  that,  if  he  had 
raifed  forces  upon  his  firft  repulfe  at  Hull,  his  fervice  would 
have  been  very  much  advanced;  and  that  the  parliament 
would  not  have  been  able  to  have  drawn  an  army  together: 
but  that  the  King  had  not,  at  that  time,  one  barrel  of 
powder,  nor  one  mufquet,  nor  any  other  proviiion  necef- 
fary  for  an  army,  and,  which  was  worfe,  was  not  fare  of 
any  one  port  to  which  they  could  be  fecurely  aiTigned  j 
nor  had  he  money  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  table  for  the 
term  of  one  month :  That  he  expefted  with  impatience 
the  arrival  of  all  thofe  necefiaries,  by  the  care  and  aftivity 
of  the  queen,  who  was  then  in  Holland,  and  who,  by  the 
fale  of  her  own  as  v/ejl  as  the  crown-jevyels,  and  by  the 
friendfhip  of  Henry  prince  of  Orange,  di4  all  fhe  could  to 
provide  all  which  was  neceiFary  ;  That  the  King  had  newly 
direcEled  her  to  fend  all  to  Newcallie ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  both  the  King  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  knew  the 
ftate  of  his  affairs,  feemed  to  be  without  any  thoughts  of 
making  war,  and  to  hope  that  the  parliament  would,  at 
laft,  incline  to  fome  accommodation  :  That,  after  the  arri- 
val of  ammunition,  all  levies  were  haflened  with  as  much  ' 
difpatch  as  poflible,  the  lords  and  council  about  the  King, 
with  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality,  making  a  voluntary 
fubfcription  for  the  payment  of  fo  many  horfe  in  three 
months.     Clur.  Hiji.  vol.  I,  p.  361,  415,  ifj  Jeq.  520,  522. 

*  Could  the  authority  of  parliament  have  done  this,  \i 
the  King's  conduct  had  not  deprived  him  of  the  affe(5lions  of 
the  major  part  of.  his  people  ? 

U  4  they 
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Anno  1642.  they  mud  exped  that  we  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed  againft  them   as   enemies  to  our  fovereign 
power."     In  this  anlwer  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  King,  inftead   of  entering  into  the  queilion. 
Whether,  as  he  had  abiifed  his  power,  and  had 
been  giiilty  of  many  breaches  of  faith,  his  word 
ought  to  be  taken,  that  he  would  for  the  future 
crovern  accordino;  to  the  law  of  the  land  ?  enter- 
ed  into  a  defcription   of  the  nature  of  the  Eng- 
lifti    conftitution,    which    he    acknowledged  to 
partake   of  monarchy,    ariftocracy,   and   demo- 
cracy; that  the  regal  power  was    relative    and 
limited-,  that  jurifdidion  belonged  to  the  Peers, 
jind  impeachment  of  evil  minilters  to  the  Com- 
mons :  he  alTerted,  that  the   executive  part  of 
government  was  entirely   truited  to  the  King ; 
that  he  (hould  look  on  the  advices  of  his  parlia- 
ment as  advices  v/hich  he  was  at  full  liberty  to 
receive  or  reje6t,  not  as  commands  ^  upon  them, 
as  counfellors,  not  his  tutors  ;  and  upon  himfcif 
as  their  King,  not  as  their  pupil      Though  this 
explication  lowers  the  value  of  the  former  con- 
ceilion,  yet,  upon  the   whole,  the  language  of 
this  reply  is    very  different   from   what,   by  the 
King's  diredlion,  had  been  prated  in  the  pulpit, 
and  from  what  he  had   himfelf  formerly  ufed, 
when  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  *  -,  nor  did  his 
penman  efcape   the   cenfure  of  the  party,  who 

*  *'  It  mull  let  you  know  (fald  he  to  the  Commons,  when 
they  were  preparing  a  charge  againft  Buckingham)  that  I 
will  not  allow  any  of  ray  fervants  to  be  queltioned  among 
you,  much  lefs  fuch  as  are  of  eminent  flate,  and  near  unto 
me.'*  He  not  only  fcreened  feme  of  his  minillers  from  con- 
demnation, by  diiTolving  parliaments,  but  pardoned  and 
promoted  thofe  who  had  been  condemned  by  parliament, 
telling  thofe  affemblies,  that  they  were  to  be,  or  not  to  be, 
at  his  pleafure ;  that  he  would  punifh  their  members  for 
what  they  had  faid  and  done  againft  adminiftration. 

thought 
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thoLight  that  th^  myfleries  of  fcate  were  impru-  Anno  1642. 
dently   unveiled ;  and  that  thefe    performances 
would  be  a  lafting  condemnation  ot  the  King's 
paft  condu6i,  and    an   obilru6l:ion  to  his  future 
government  *.     The  King,  not  being  yet  able  Hobbes' 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  poliure  of  offenfive  war,  by  ^^^^-f 
reafon  of  the  vigilance  the  parliament  had  ufed  War. 
in  fecuring  the  magazines  of  arms  and  ammuni-  ^^'!"^^g^'^ 
tion  throughout    the    kingdom,    and    that    the 
queen  had  not  yet  found  an  opportunity  to  tranf- 
mit  either  money  or  arms  from  Holland  f,  en- 

*  The  earl  of  Clarendon,  at  this  time  Mr.  Hyde,  was 
the  perfon.  generally  employed  in  drawing  th-e  King's  an- 
fwers  ;  but  he  tells  us,  That  this,  the  moft  rational  and 
the  moft'  mallerly  one,  was  done  by  the  lord  Falkland  and 
Sir  John  Colepeper ;  that  though  it  was  full  to  all  parti- 
culars, and  written  with  very  much  wit  and  Qiarpnefs,  yet 
there  were  fome  particulars  which  himfelf,  Mr.  Hyde, 
liked  not,  as  prejudicial  to  the  King  ;  that  there  was  a 
miilake,  in  point  of  right,  in-  that  part  prepared  by  Sir 
John  Colepeper,  which  declared  the  King,  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  houfe  of  Commons,  made  the  three  eftates ; 
that,  for  this  reafon,  Mr.  Hyde  did  not  advance  the  print- 
ing it,  but  without  communicacin^  his  reafons  to  the  King, 
fbr  the  fake  of  lord  Falkland  and  Sir  John  Colepeper,  the 
King  being  extremely  jealous  that  they  had  not  a  proper 
afFeftion  to  the  church.  Sir  John  Colepeper,  Clarendon 
fays,  v/as  milled  by  the  infufion  of  lawyers,  and  by  decla- 
rations which  many  of  the  prelatical  clergy  frequently  and 
ignorantly  made,  that  the  biihops  did  not  fit  in  parliament 
as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  clergy  ;  and  therefore  could 
not  be  the  third  eftate.  The  Hiitory  of  Clarendon's  Life, 
v/ritten  by  himfelf,  fhews  that  his  prejudices  and  fond  af- 
feclions  were  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  King  ;  and  that 
they  effedlually  co-operated  with  his,  not  only  to  the  pre- 
-wenting  reforming  abufes,  but  to  the  entire  overthrow  of 
the  civil  conftitution.     Clar.  Life,  vol.  I.  p.  130. 

f  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  queen  found  it  diiicult  to 
tranfmit  the  money  ihe  had  procured,  by  reafon  of  an  order 
of  parliament  againft  whoever  ihould  be  an  ador  in  the 
Jelling  or  pawning  the  crown- jewels,  or  whoever  ihould 
advance  money  on  them)  or  bring  any  fpecie  into  the 
j^ingdom  fo  raifed.     Qlar,  Hift.  vol.  I.  p.  497. 

deavoredr 
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Anno  1642.  deavored  to    quiet   the    minds  of  the  people, 
which  had   been  much  agitated,  on  the  opinion 
that   he  intended  to  levy  war  againil  the  parlia- 
TheK5ng    ment.     In  a  council  of  thofe  lords ■  who  were 
utrtrn'o?  affembled  at   York,  he  profeffed,  before   God, 
levying  war  ^|^^^  j-jg  always  had  and  did  abhor  fuch  defigns  •, 
hameLr^"  and  defired  the  nobility  to  declare,  whether  they 
had  not  been  witnefs  of  his  frequent  and  earneft 
folicitations  and  profelTions  to    that    purpofe  ? 
"Whether  they  faw  any  color  of  preparation,  or 
counfels,  which  might  reafonably  beget  a  belief 
of  any  fuch  defign  ?  and  whether  they  were  not 
fully  perfuaded,  that  he   had  no  fuch  intention  -, 
but  that  all  his  endeavors  tended  to  the  firm  and 
conftant   fettlement  of  the  true   Proteftant   re- 
ligion, the    juft    privileges    of  parliament,  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjedl,  and  the  law,  peace,  and 
profperity  of  the  kingdom  *  ?  The  moft  folemn 
atteftations   of  faliliood,  under  the   fandion  of 
mental  refervation,  were  fo  common  a  part  of 
the   King's    condud,  that    notwithilanding    he 
conilantlv  denied,  with    the    ftrongeft    aflevera- 
tions,  that    he    had    made  any  preparations  for 
war,  the  public  w^re  not  at  all  furprized  to  find, 
by    intelligence  from   Holland,  that  the  queen, 
from  her  firft  arrival  in  that  country/  had  been 
very  bufy  in  her  negociations  for  foreign  affift- 
ance,    and  had  been  providing   large   fums  of 
.  money,  and    all   kinds    of  warlike  ilores,  with 
the  fale  of  the  crov/n-jewels  f ,     The  arrival  of 

*  Thirty- fix  Lords,  and  four  Commoners^  who  were  of 
the  privy-council,  figned  their  names  to  a  paper,  attefting 
the  truth  of  what  the  Iling  had  profeffed  in  this  prevari- 
cating declaration. 

f  Among  thefe  (lores  a  mortar  was  bought,  for  fhootuig 
fire-balls  of  forty-eight  pounds  weight.  The  money  raifed 
upon  thefe  jewels  was  more  than  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  This  was  the  fecond  time  the  Kin^  had  pawnee}* 
the  crown-jewels. 

I  a  fm^H 
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a  fmall  vefTel  laden  with   arms  and  ammunition,  Anno  i64«. 
which  had  very  narrowly,  by  runninp;  itfeif  into  Jo^'-n^isof 

irL-TT  i?  r  J   Commons, 

a  narrow   creek  of  the   river  Hnmber,  elcaped  vol.  n.  p, 
the  vigilance  of  Warwick,  tempted  the  King  to  ^"3« 
declare  his  intentions. 

Having  at  length  prevailed  v;ith  the  nobility  Meafur-s  of 
at  York  to  fign  a  paper,  whereby  they  engaged  puthimfelf 
themfelves  to  defend  his  perfon,  crown,  and  dig-  inamiurary 
nity  againft  all  perfons  and  power  whatfoever,  he  ^°  ^^^* 
iiTued  out  commiffions  of  array  *,  at  the  fame 

*  Serjeant  Wild  vyas  fent  up  by  the  Commons,  with  an 
impeachment  againft  Sir  Richard  Gurney  (the  prefent  lord- 
mayor  of  London,  a  bigoted  royalift)  for  publiihing  the 
King's  illegal  proclamation  for  the  commiffion  of  array  ;  for 
procuring  a  petition  to  be  fent  to  thelCing,  contrary  to  the 
fpnfe  of  parliament  ;  for  countenancing  a  riot ;  for  refufing 
to  call  a  common-council,  on  the  command  of  parliament. 
The  following  fentence  was  paiTed  on  him  by  the  Lords  :  To 
be  deprived  of  his  office  ;  to  be  held  incapable  of  office  in, 
the  city,  or  receiving  any  farther  honor;  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  during  the  pleafure  of  the  boufe. 
The  lord-mayor  had  been  imprifoned  on  his  impeachment: 
this,  by  the  fees  which  were  exafled,  was  no  light  puniQi- 
ment.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Conyers,  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  requefted.  That  the  Lords  v/ould  pleafe  to  ordain  the 
lord-mayor  to  pay  for  fees  for  his  entrance,  and  for  composition 
of  furniture  for  his  lodging,  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
and  twenty-five  pounds  per  week  for  his  diet.  Conyers  de-^ 
manded  fees  of  the  lord -mayor  as  an  earl,  and  he  refufed  to 
pay  more  than  as  a  knight ;  This  was  furely  an  unreafonable 
plea  ;  becaufe  part  of  this  delinquent's  puniihment  was,  to 
be  degraded  from  his  honor.  Alderman  Pennington,  a  ftaunch 
friend  to  the  parliament,  vvas  chbfen  mayor  on  the  depriva- 
tion of  Gurney,  who  continued  fo  obilinate  in  oppoiition,  as 
to  refufe  to  deliver  up  his  fwprd  to  arjy  but  the  King.  On 
his  refufal,  the  Lords  fent  their  gentleman-uiher  to  his  houfe, 
to  break  open  his  locks,  and  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  fword  and 
other  ornaments  belonging  to  the  office.  He  had  been  before 
fjimmoned  to  attend  the  houfe,  on  his  attempting  to  proclaim 
qneof  the  King's  proclamations  againft  an  ordinance  of  par- 
liament:  on  his  averring,  that  he  was  bound  by  his  oath,  to 
execute  all  writs  from  the  King,  he  was  told  by  the  fpeaker, 
il>  the  nai^e  pf  the  houfe,  that  he  was  not  bound  to  execute 

any 
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Anno  1642.  time  declaring,  that  his   intentions  were  riot  to 
The  King    ^"'^^^^  war  againfl  the  parliament,    but  againft  a 
declares  war  fcw  malignant  fpirits,  whom  he  was  determined 
lokxl^^'    ^o  bring  to  juftice  *.     This  fophiflry  was  too  ap- 
parent to  have  its  intended  effe61:.     The  com- 
miffion  of  array,  an  antiquated  prerogative,  ren- 
dered illegal  by  a  claufe  in  the  late  prefiing  act  -j-,- 

any  writ  contrary  to  law,  and  required  on  his  peril,  not  to 
publiih  any  thing  of  the  kind  before  he  had  acquainted  the 
parliament  with  it.  Par/.  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  255.  267,  (ff  Je^, 
338.  369.  387. 

*  The  King  argued,  That  he  was  fo  eflential  a  part  of 
the  parliament,  that  when  he  feparated  himfelf  from  their 
counfels,  the  two  houfes  loft  all  the  authority  and  reverence 
which  was  due  to  parliament.  Was  not  this  a  claim  that  the 
power  of  dilTolving  the  parliament  remained  yet  with  him., 
ftotwithftanding  the  law  pafled  againft  a'  diffolution  without 
the  confent  of  parliament  ? 

f  Thefe  commilTions  of  array  were  what  the  King  alluded 
to,  when,  in  his  declaration  relating  to  the  militia;  he  faid, 
he  did  not  doubt  he  could  grant  fuch  commiffioiis  as  would 
legally  enable  thofe  he  trufted  to  do  all  offices  for  the  peace 
d.rid  quiet  of  the  kingdom.  The  parliament  alleged,  That 
the  King's  commiffion  to  compel  men  againft  their  will  to 
provide  arms,  to  train  and  mufter,  to  be  commanded  out  of 
their  counties,  and  to  be  imprifoned  at  pleafure,  was  con- 
trary to  the  fenfe  of  feveral  ai5ls  of  parliament,  and  exprefsly 
againft  the  Petition  of  Right  and  the  preamble  of  a  ftatute 
made  this  parliament,  entitled,  An  aft  for  the  better  raifing  and 
levying  foldiers  for  the  prefence  defence  of  the  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Ireland.  The  King,  in  a  very  voluminous  de- 
claration, endeavored  to  prove,  that  this  right  was  inherent 
in  the  crown,  and  had  never  been  curtailed  by  any  ftatutes, 
urging  two  very  extraordinary  arguments,  in  contradiflion  to 
what  had  been  advanced  by  the  Commons  ;  viz.  Thac 
though  the  arming  a  man's  felf,  or  finding  arms  for  another, 
could  not  be  done  without  charge,  yet  that  the  claufe  in  the 
ftatute  of  the  Petition  of  Right,  letting  forth  that,  by  the  laws 
6f  the  realm,  the  fubjefts  had  inherited  the  freedom  that  they 
fhould  not  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax.talliage,  aid, 
or  other  like  charge,  not  fet  by  common  confent  in  parliament, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  queftion  in  difpute  ;  and  for  the 
ftatute  entitled.  An  aft  for  the  better  raifing  and  levying 
foldiers,  that  the  recital  ia  the  preamble  of  the  ftatute  was 

not 
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was  received  with  much  difgufl: ;  Mr.  Selden,  a'^""<>^^4». 
man  of  the  firft  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  having 
voted  againft  it,  as  a  thing  without  any  authority 
of  law,  the  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  on  which  it  was 
grounded,  being  repealed  *.  An  important  cir- 
cumftance,  of  a  fatal  tendency,  contributed  to 
damp  the  hopes  of  the  royalifts.     Notwithftand- 

not  binding,  though  he  had  deiired  that  this  ftatute  might 
pafs  with  a  falvo  jure  for  the  King  and  people,  on  account 
of  this  very  preamble.  The  King  ufed  an  argument  more 
plaufible  for  the  neceflity  of  the  ad,  from  the  votes  of  parlia- 
ment, declaring,  that  the  kingdom  was  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  deftrudion,  from  enemies  abroad  and  a  difcontented 
party  at  home  ;  and  that  there  was  a  neceffity  to  put  the 
people  into  a  poflure  of  defence.  This  the  parliament  could 
have  anfwered,  by  declaring,  that  the  true  fenfe  of  thofe 
votes  were,  that  the  liberty  of  the  kingdom  was  in  danger  ; 
and  that  it  was  neceilary  for  the  fubjedls  to  arm-  in  their  own, 
defence,  under  the  authority  of  their  proper  reprefentatives: 
that  this  vote  was  thus  explained  by  a  following  one.  That 
the  King,  feduced  by  wicked  counfel,  intended  to  make  war 
againit  his  parliament.  The  parliament  would  not  allow  the 
poilulatum  from  which  the  King  deduced  his  argument ;  viz. 
That  the  kingdom  could  not  be  put  into  a  poflure  of  defence, 
without  the  command  of  him,  the  fupreme  governor.  It  is 
true,  argued  they,  the  King  has  nominally  fuch  a  preroga- 
tive ;  but  then  it  is  to  be  excrcifed  according  to  the  fenfe  and 
judgment  of  the  parliament,  who  alone  can  give  him  fuffi- 
cient  powers  ;  and  are  the  only  judges  of  the  Itate  of  the  ne- 
ceffity and  the  manner  of  the  defence  ;  and,  if  the  King 
rqfufes  to  execute  their  judgment,  they  are  empowered  by 
their  trull,  as  the  Roman  didators  were  by  a  particular  law 
qf  the  people,  to  fee  that  the  commonwealth  receives  no 
damage.  This  muft  be  the  fundamental  law  of  the  confti- 
tution,  becaufe  the  conftitution  cannot  exift  without  it ;  and 
there  mull  be  a  latent  power  in  every  free  government,  to 
fiipport  itfelf  againft  the  invalioas,  oppolitions,  obftinacy,  or 
imbecility  of  the  executive  magiftrate. 

*  The  court,  who  thought  Mr.  Selden  well  afFeded  to 
them,  were  fo  chagrined  at  the  opinion  he  gave  in  parliament 
0^  this  fubjecl,  thatt  the  lord  Falkland  wrote  aa  expoftu- 
latory  letter  to  him,  demanding  of  him,  the  reafbn  why,  in 
the  prefent  conjundlure,  whatever  his  opinion  was,  he  would 
oppcfe  the  commjffion  of  array  ?    Clar,  HiJi,yQ\.  I.  p.  5 1 7. 

ing 
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Annt>i642.ing  that  the  fleets  by  the  compliance  of  the  earl 
of  Northumberland  to  the  requeft  of  parliament, 
was  now  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  War- 
wick, a  (launch  partizan  to  the  popular  caufe  •, 
yet  the  King  flattered  hirnfelf,  that  the  whole 
body  of  feamen  were  fo  much  at  his  devotion :[;, .. 
and  that  he  had  fo  great  an  intereft  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  that  they  would  defert  from 
their  admiral,  on  the  leaft  intimation  of  his  will. 
The  King  Sir  John  Pennington  was  fent  to  the  Downs  to 
eBdeavors  in  fyperfedc  thc  carl  of  Warwick,  and  to  take  on 
the  com-  himfelf  the  command.  Letters  were  accordingly 
^^^^"*^^^^^^difpatched  to  the  captains  of  the  feveral  (hips,  to 
obey  the  dire6tions  they  ihould  receive  from  Pen- 
nington. But,  to  the  King's  great  furprife  and 
mortification,  his  mandate  was  rejeded  with  con- 
tempt •,  and  the  whole  fieetj  the  .vice-admiral  and 
four  captains  excepted,  who  by  the  courage  of 
the  feamen  were  immediately  brought  to  ■^,  chear- 
fully  fubmitted  to  an  ordinance  of  parliament, 
appointing  the  earl  of  Warwick  lord  high-admi- 
ral of  England,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Nor- 

•f-  On  the  feamen  offering  their  affiftance  to  guard  the  com- 
mittee and  the  fix  members,  on  their  return  to  Weflminfter, 
the  King  a&ed.  What  he  had  done  to  offend  thofe  water-rats  ? 
But,  notwithilanding  this  token  of  their  inclinations  to  the 
parliament,  he  yet  thought  them  fo  much  his  creatures,  that 
they  would  have  thrown  the  earl  of  Warwick  over-board,  if 
he  Ihould  have  commanded  them.  Thefe  flattering  pre- 
fumptions  are  ftrong  marks  in  Charles's  charafter.  Claren* 
don's  Hijiory,  vol.  I.  p.  523. 

*  The  feamen  Ihewed  fo  much  courage  and  aftivity  on 
this  occafion,  that,  on  the  peremptory  refufal  of  two  of  thefe 
officers  to  come  to,  they  funounded  their  fhips  in  open  boats,- 
without  arms,  entered  theni,  itruck  their  yards  and  top- 
inails,  feized  the  captains,  though  armed  with  their  piftols 
and  fwords,  and  brought  them  prifoners  to  the  admiral,  who 
fent  them  up  to  the  parliament.  The  Earl  of  lVarnx)ick*s 
Letter  to  Mr.  Pjm.     Pari-  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  268,  IS^-feq. 
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thumberland,  who  had  refigned  his  command  on  Anno  i^a^, 
the  King's  difmiflion  ■^. 

Through  an  unpardonable  neglect  of  the  par- 
liament, the  earl  of  Newcaflle,  afTifted  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  had  taken  poflefTion  of 
the  town  of  Newcaftle  ;  and  thus  fecured  to  the 
King  a  port  to  receive  the  iupplies  he  expe^ed 
from  Holland.  This  incident  recruited  the  fpi^ 
rits  of  the  court*  The  earl  of  Lindfey,  who 
had  been  a  creature  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham^ 
and  whofe  conduct  had  been  very  fufpicious  in 
the  command  of  the  expedition  to  relieve  the  ill- 
fated  Rochellers,  was  appointed  general  of  the 
King's  army  ^  his  nephew,  prince  Rupert,  brother 
to  the  Eledor-Palatine,  was  defigned  for  the  ge- 
nerallhip  of  horfe  -f  -,  Sir  Jacob  Aililey  was  to  be 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  catalirophe  was  ovving  to  the 
ill  condudl  and  irrefolution  of  Pennington  :  But  on  this,  as  on 
other  occaiions,  he  flatly  contradidls  nimfelf,  by  advancing, 
firft,  that  the  parliament  had  garbled  the  navy  according  to 
their  intereft  ;  and  then  alleging,  that  there  were  many  gen-  ^ 

tlemen  fettled  in  the  command  of  (hips,  whofe  fidelity  and  af- 
feftion  his  majefty  was  affured  no  fuperior  officer  could  cor- 
rupt; that  captain  Cartwright,  a  ilaunch  friend  to  royalty, 
the  comptroller  of  the  navy,  had  been  prevented  from  accept- 
ing the  office  of  vice-admiral  by  an  exprefs  intimation  fromi 
the  King,  he  thinking  that  he  ihould  give  too  much  counte- 
nance to  the  conduct  of  the  parliament,  if  he  fuffered  an  of- 
ficer of  his  own  to  command  the  fleet,  under  an  admiral  he 
did  not  appoint.  This  formality.  Clarendon  fuppofss,  was 
very  mifchievous  to  the  King  ;  and  that  captain  Cartwright, 
had  he  been  in  the  office  of  vice-admiral,  could  have  preferv- 
cd  to  him  a  great  part  of  the  fleet. 

This,  and  other  accidents,  the  fcre-mentioned  hiilorian, 
who  deals  much  in  judgments,  fays,  looked  like  the  hand  of 
Providence,  to  take  that  ftrength  out  of  his  majelly's  hand  of 
which  he  was  the  moll  confident.  C/ar,  Hiji.  vol.  i.  p.  375, 
378,  526. 

f  The  employing  his  nephews  in  the  war  againft  his  peo- 
ple, was  fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  policy  in  Charles,  his 
Mer  and  her  family  having,  till  this  period,  enjoyed  a  great 

popularity 
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Anno  164s.  major-general  of  the  foot ;  and  the  marquis  of 
Hertford  *  had  a  commiflion,  to  be  kept  fecreE 
till  occafion  Ihould  ferve,  to  be  his  lieutenant- 
general  of  all  the  weilern  parts  of  the.  kingdom  ; 
with  a  power  to  levy  fuch  a  body  of  horfe  and 
foot  as  he  found  neceflary  for  his  fervice,  and 
to  contain  his  people  within  the  limits  of  their 
duty. 
Expedition  The  firft  expedition  of  the  King,  was  an  at* 
againftHuU.  i^j^-yp^  ^o  tecover  Hull.  Having  previoufly  put 
forth  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  rebellion  of 
Sir  John  Hotham ;  and  fent  a  meflage  to  the  par- 
liament, fignifying,  that,  before  he  would  ufe 
force  to  reduce  Hull,  he  once  more  required  them 
to  deliver  it  to  him;  wherein  if  they  would  con- 
form, he  would  then  be  willing  to  admit  fucb 
addrelTes,  and  return  fuch  propofitions,  as  might 

popularity  among  the  Englifh.  The  King  had  taken  his  elder 
nephew,  the  prince  Eledor,  with  him,  in  his  expedition  to 
feize  the  five  members.  This  prince,  fearing  the  being  far^ 
ther  expofed  to  the  probability  of  public  hatred,  had  left 
the  kingdom  :  his  lefs  prudent  mother,  though  at  this  time 
fupported  entirely  by  the  bounty  of  the  Englilh  parliament, 
had  written  to  her  two  fons,  Rupert  and  Maurice,  both  of  them 
engaged  in  the  King's  fervice,  in  a  manner  which  expofed 
her  fo  much  to  the  refentment  of  this  aifembly,  that  it  was 
warmly  agitated,  V>  hethcr,  as  fhe  made  fo  ungrateful  a  re- 
turn for  the  favors  fhe  had  received  from  the  popular  intereft 
in  this  country,  it  would  not  be  both  equitable  and  ccnve- 
nient  to  with-hold  her  allowance,  and  employ  it  to  the  pub* 
lie  fervice  } 

*  This  marquis  of  Hertford  was  that  Seymor  who  had 
been  fo  rigoroully  and  illegally  profecuied  by  James,  on  his 
marriage  with  the  unfortunate  Arabella  Stewart :  he  had  re- 
ceived continual  difobligations  from  the  reigning  family, 
which  occafioned  him  fome  degree  of  popularity  ;  yet  his 
love  of  royalty  was  fo  great,  that,  on  the  firll  advances  from 
the  court,  he  chearfully  accepted  the  invidious  office  of  being, 
tutor  to  the  prince  ;  and  afterwards  the  nefarious  one  of  raif- 
ing  arms  againft  his  country,  in  fupport  of  an  oppreffive 
power,  under  v.'hich  he  had  himfeif  fmarted. 

7  be 
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be  proper  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  \  ^""'^  *Ha» 
he  repaired  with  his  whole  court  to  Beverley,  at- 
tended with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery,  thofe  troops 
of  horfe  and  foot  which  had  been  raifed  to  attend 
hiaias  a  guard,  and  the  train-bands  of  the  coun- 
ty *,  to  which  place  he  alTigned  the  parliament  to 
fend  their  anfwer. 

Frefh  advices  having  been  received  from  Hoi-  ^"/^'J?'*' 
land,    that  vefiels  had  embarked  from  thence,  263,  &  Veq*. 
fraught  with  a  large  proportion  of  arms,    and  ^7^'  ^^**^ 
carrying  on  board  prince  Rupert,  prince  Maurice, 
and  other  officers,  defigned  to  ferve  in  the  royal 
army ;  that  fome  of  the  troops  raifed  by  the  com- 
mifTion  of  array,  had  began  hoftiiities  on  the  offi- 
cers of  militia,  and  had  attempted  to  feize  on  a  ma- 

•  The  parliament  received  intelligence,  that  colonel  Wil- 
mot.  Sir  Hugh  Pollard,  and  Sir  John  Berkley,  were  landed 
with  fourteen  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  were  making  fortifi- 
cations near  Hull;  that  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Erefb'y,  fon 
to  the  earl  of  Lindfey,  and  Sir  Thomas  Glemham,  were 
come,  with  two  hundred  horfe,  upon  the  Hamber  fide  in 
Lincolnfhire  ;  that  the  King  came  to  Beverley,  on  the  fourth 
inftant  in  the  morning,  intending  to  fet  down  before  Hull 
the  next  day;  that  by  proclamation  he  had  forbidien  any 
provifions  to  be  fent  into  the  town,  on  pain  of  death  ;  but 
that  Sir  John  Hotham  had  drowned  the  country  two  miles 
round  the  town,  fo  that  no  near  approach  could  be  made. 
On  this  intelligence  it  was  refolved,  That  ten  thoufand  foot 
fhould  be  raifed,  five  thoufand  out  of  the  liberties  of  London^ 
and  five  thoufand  out  of  the  adjacent  counties;  that  the  offi- 
cers fhould  be  kept  in  continual  pay,  and  the  common  foldiers 
every  day  they  were  trained  ;  that  two  thoufand  men  fhouid 
be  fent  by  fea  to  Hull,  and  fome  fhiips  of  war  go  down  to  the 
Humber;  and  that  fix  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  were  lately 
fent  from  this  town,  fhouid  be  returned  The  earl  of  Leicefter, 
and  lord  Spencer,  foroppofing  thefe  refolutions,  were  remov- 
ed from  their  licutenantcies  of  Kent  and  Northampton iliire; 
and  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  had  before  the  iieutenantcies 
of  Wiltlhire,  the  Ule  of  Wight,  Kent,  and  the  Ihires  of  Mon- 
jnouth,  Brecon,  Glamorgan  and  Caernarvon,  was  appointed 
in  their  room.  Pari,  HiJ.  vol.  XL  p.  270,  363,  ^  f^q, 
Journals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  11.  p.  682« 
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Anno  1642. gazineof  arms  in  the  county  of  Leicefter,  guarded 
by  the  earl  of  Stamford  ^^  the  declaring  that 
lord,  and  thofe  who  had  aflifted  him  in  the  fer- 
vice,  traitors*,  the  fending  of  troops  into  Lincoln- 
fhire,  and  feizing  mens'  horfes  by  force ;  the  gar- 
rifoning  the  town  of  Newcaftle*,  the  fortifying 
the  river  Tyne,  to  interrupt  the  conveyance  of 
coal  -j- ;  the  infolent  behavior  of  the  Papifts  in 
Chefliire,  who  in  a  peremptory  manner  demand- 
ed their  arms  J,  feveral  commiflions  having  been 
given  out  to  raife  volun tiers  for  the  King's  fer- 
vice:  thefe,  with  a  threatening  declaration  §  a- 
gainil  the  proceedings  of  both  houfes  and  their 
adiierents,  occafioned  the  parliament  no  longer 
to  delay  the  putting  themfelves  into  a  poflure  of 
The  pariia-  dcfcnce.  They  pafied  a  vote.  That  an  army 
^Jffo^/^aif.  fliould  be  raifed  for  the  fafety  of  the  King's  per- 
inganarmy,  fon,  thc  dcfcncc  of  both  houfcs  of  parliament, 
for  Itknce,  and  of  thofe  who  had  obeyed  their  orders,  and 
for  preferving  the  true  religion,  laws,  liberty, 
and  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  that  the  earl  of  EfTex 

*  It  was  Mr.  Haftings,  of  the  Huntingdon  Ikmily,  wh9 
endeavored  to  feize  on  this  magazine.    .    ., 

t  The  Commons  having  received  information  of  great 
flore  of  arms  and  money  being  packed  up,  to  be  conveyed  to 
York,  pafled  an  order  for  a  general  fearch  to  take  place  in  all 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  Ihips,  for  thefe  particulars.  Jour- 
nah  of  the  Commons i  vol.  11.  p.  653. 

%  The  parliament  had  providently  fecured  the  arms  of  the 
Papifts,  who  began  at  this  time  to  be  very  riotous.  A  peti- 
tion from  Monmouth  expreiTed  great  fears  from  the  Rocking 
together  of  thefe  fedlaries.    journals  of  the  Commonsy  vol.  II. 

P-  579-  *      . 

§  In  a  conference  on  the  fubje£l  of  this  declaration,  the 

Lords  defired  the  Commons  to  confider  into  what  condition 
ail  thofe  perfons  v/ere  brought,  who  had  obeyed  the  orders 
and  commands  of  parliament,  that  there  might  be  a  fpeedy 
courfe  taken  to  provide  for  the  fafeties  of  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
ment, the  lives  of  its  members,  and  the  fafety  of  all  thofe 
who  had  obeyed  their  commands,  Parh  Hiji.  vol,  XI.  p.  265. 
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fhould  be  their  general ;  and  that  they  would  A""°  '^4*' 
live  and  die  with  him  *.  The  earl  of  Bedford 
was  nominated  to  ,the  command  of  the  horfe ; 
whilft  Hamden,  Holies,  Whitlock,  Fiennes, 
Mainyard,  Grimftone,  Selden-f,  Stapleton,  St. 
John-,  men  either  eminent  for  their  great  know- 
ledge of  the  law  J,  and  conftitution  of  the  coun- 
try, or  for  high  virtues  and  abilites,  entered  them- 
felves  into  the  fervice  of  the  parliament,  and  ac- 
cepted of  commiflions  under  the  ordinance  of  the 
militia  §.    The  parliament  were  not  without  hope 

*  To  the  ordinance  for  the  commJffion  conftituting  the  earl 
of  EiTex  captain- general,  the  earl  of  Portland  only  diflented 
in  the  upper  houfe.  The  Commons  ordered,  that  the  time 
when  their  houfe  firft  voted  the  raifing  of  an  army  fiiould  be 
printed.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XL  p.  300.  Journals  of  ths  Commons^ 
vol.  II.  p.  700. 

f  The  King  thought  himfelf  fo  fure  of  the  aifeflions  of  Mr* 
Selden,  that  he  would  have  offered  him  the  feals,  but  that  he 
was  told  his  love  of  indolence  would  make  him  decline  the 
office.  Whatever  affection  Mr.  Selden  might  have  to  the  per- 
fon  of  the  King,  and  however  irregular  he  might  think  the 
condu£l  of  the  parliament,  yet,  when  matters  came  to  fuch  an. 
extremity  as  to  oblige  the  tv/o  parties  to  appeal  to  the  fvvord 
for  the  determination  of  their  feveral  pretenlions,  he  wifely- 
concluded,  that,  if  the  popular  party  prevailed,  on  the  wrecks 
of  the  prefent  conftitution  might  be  eftablilhed  a  fyflem  of 
Law  and  Liberty;  but,  if  vidiory  attended  theroyalifts,  it 
would  enable  the  King  effeflually  to  annihilate  both.  Not- 
vvithftanding  Whitlock,  a  cotemporary  writer  of  undeniable 
authority,  afferts,  that  Mr.  Selden  accepted  of  a  commilHon 
under  the  ordinance  of  militia,  yet  Clarendon  fays,  that  he 
inveighed  againft  it  as  without  Ihadow  of  law,  or  pretence  of 
precedent,  and  deftruftive  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom. 
Clarend.  Hifi,  vol.1,  p.  517. 

X  Corbet  and  L'Ifle,    two  eminent  lawyers,  gave  likewife 
an  opinion  for  the  legality  of  the  ordinance  of  militia.  Whit- 

locky      p.     54. 

§  The  lords  Say,  Wharton,  Fielding,  Roberts,  St.  John, 
Grey  of  Grooby,  Rochfort,  Sir  William  Waller,  Sir  Henry 
Luke,  Sir  Henry  Cholmondeley,  Mr.  Grantham,  all  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  had  likewife  regiments  give/i  them;  the' 
lord  Kimbolton  was  made  lieutenant-general,  and  Sir  John 
Merrick,  major-general,  of  the  parliament  army. 

X  2  that 
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A«no  1642.  that  the  King,  whofe  condition  was  by  no  mean^ 
promifing^    might  yet  be  brought  to  reafonable 
concefiions.    At  the  fame  time  when  they  pafTed 
their  votes  for  raifing  an  army,    they  refolved. 
That  a  petition  fhould  be  prepared,  to  move  the 
King  to  a  good  accord  with  the  parliament,  and 
Thepariia-  to  prevent  a  civil  war.    According  to  this  refolu^ 
"opomI  tion,    the  earl   of  Holland,    Sir  John  Holland; 
to  the  King  and  Sir  Philip  Stapleton,  were  difpatched  with  all 
or  peace,     fpg^d  to  Bcvcrley,  to  prefent  frefh  propofitions 
for  peace.    In  thefe  it.  was  demanded,    that  the 
King  would  remove  all  preparations  and  a6lions 
for  war,  particularly  the  forces  about  Hull,  New- 
caflle,  Tinmouth,    Lincoln,    and  Lincolnfhire : 
That  he  would    recall  the  illea-al  commiffion  of 
array*,    difmifs  his  new-raifed  troops,   return  to 
his  parliament,  and  hearken  to  their  faithful  ad- 
vice :  That  he  would  leave  delinquents  to  the  due 
courfe  of  juflice;  and  that  nothing  done  or  fpo- 
ken  in  parliament,  or  by  any  perfon  in  purfuance 
of  the  command   and  dire6lion  of  both  houfes,^ 
fhould  be   queilioned  any   where  but  in  parlia- 
ment :    That  they,    on   their  parts,  would  leave 
the  town   of  Hull  in  the  ftate  it  was  before  Sir 
John  Hotham  drew  any  forces  into  it,  deliver  the 
magazine  into  the  Tower  of  London,  and  fupply, 
whatfoever  had  been  difpofed  of  for  the  fervice 
of  the  kingdom;    and  (hould  be  ready  to  fettle 
the  militia  by  bill,  in  away  which  fhould  be  fafe 
and  honorable  for  the  King,  agreeable  to  the  duty 
of  parliament,  and  cfreflual  to  the  good  of  the 
kingdom.;    that  its  ftrength  fhould  not  be  em- 
ployed againfl:  itfelf -,    and  that  the  parliament, 
and  -thofe   who  profefTed  the  Proteflant  religion, 

*  The  judges  were  commanded  by  the  two  houfes  to  pub- 
lifti,  in  their  circuits,  the  illegality  of  the  commiiTion  of  ar- 
ray. Jouriiali  of  the  Ccmmons,  vol.  JL  p,  687. 

both 
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feoth  in  England  and  Ireland,  fhould  not  be  left  Annoi64z. 
;aaked  and  defencelefs  to  the  mifchievous  defigns 
of  their  profefTed  and  confederated  enemies. 

Charles  rejected  thefe  propofals  with  a  haughti-  The  K'ng 
Jiefs  which  even  gave  difeuft  to  his  friends  who  '■^J^^^sthe^ 
.were  the  moll  attached  to  prerogative.  His  an-  propofltions. 
fwer  to  the  two  houfes  was  as  extagrdinary  in  the 
matter  as  magifberial  in  theilyle.  He  complained, 
that  they  had  paiTed  a  vote  of  his  intention  to 
levy  war  againll  his  parliament  (a  thing,  God 
knew,  his  heart  abhorred),  notwithf}:anding  his 
profefTions,  declarations,  proteftations,  to  the 
contrary,  feconded  by  the  teilimony  of  fo  great 
a  number  of  peers ;  that  it  was  the  moil  fcanda- 
ious  and  the  boldefl  charge  which  had  been  yet 
laid  upon  him,  that  the  necelTary  provifion  he 
had  made  for  his  own  fafety  and  defence,  was  to 
over-rnle  the  judgment  of  his  great  council,  and 
by  force  to  determine  the  queftions  there  depend- 
ing, concerning  the  government  and  liberty  of  the 
kingdom.  After  denying  all  the  particulars  con- 
tained in  the  parliament's  petition,  he  faid,  that 
though  he  had  reafon  to  complain,  that,  after 
they  had  fent  this,  they  had  beat  up  drums,  &c. 
yet  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  once  more  to  pro- 
pofe  and  require.  That  the  town  of  Hull,  and  its 
magazine,  ihould  be  delivered  to  him ;  on  which, 
to  fnew  his  earneft  deiire  of  peace,  he  would  dif- 
penfe  with  his  own  honor,  and  grant  a  free  and 
general  pardon  to  all  perfons  within  the  town: 
That  his  navy  fhould  be  delivered  into  fuch  hands 
as  he  had  appointed  for  the  government  of  it: 
That  all  arms,  levies,  and  provifions  for  war, 
made  by  the  confent  of  both  houles,  ihould  be 
immediatly  laid  dov/n  •,  and  all  power  of  impo- 
fing  laws  without  his  confent  difavowed.  Thefe 
were  the  conditions  on  which  the  King  promifed 

X  ^  to 
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Anno  1642.  to  lay  down  arms,   and  repair  to  his  parliament, 
that  being  adjourned  to  another  place.  Clarendon 
fays,  that  feveral  perfons  of  the  King's  own  party, 
dreading  the  confequence  of  exafperating  the  two 
houfes  to  proceed  to  extremities,   earneftly  im-- 
portuned  him  to  return  the  matter  of  his  propo- 
fitions  in  the  Jbfteft  manner  he  could.     Charles 
had  a  different  game  to  play:  he  had  now  unex- 
pededly  united  to  his  caufe  *  the  greater  number 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  prime  eftates  in  the 
kingdom,    who  were   ready   to  draw  the  fword 
againil  their  country,  in  defence  of  his  preroga- 
tive.    The  natural  repugnance  which  attends  a 
crime  of  that  horrid  nature  once   got  over,  and 
his  followers  engaged  in  blood,  not  only  the  mu- 
tual inveteracy  v/hich  attends  civil  broils,  but  the 
prefervation  of  their  forfeited  eftates,  would  ren- 
der  them  entirely    dependant  on  his  fortunes : 
this,    and  the  natural  advantages  which  attend 
fuccefs  in  arms,  would  enable  him  to  infill  on 
conditions   which  were  not  at  this  time  prudent 
even  to  avow  to  his  friends-,  and,  were  he  foiled 
in  battle,  he  looked  on  monarchy  to  be  fo  elTen- 
tial  a  part  of  good  government,    that  he  fhould 
then  be  only  obliged  to  fubmit  to  what  was  now 
propofed  to  him  by  the  parliament.  He  pofitively 
refufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  his  anfwer;  and 
having  promifed  not  to  attempt  Hull  till  he  re- 
ceived   the  parliament's  anfwer,    proceeded   to 
Nottingham  and  Leiceiler  f ,  to  fecure  the  affec- 

*  Clarendon  laments  and  cenfures  that  reludance  which 
was  found,  at  firft,  among  the  moderate  men  of  the  King's 
Tarty,  to  enter  into  preparations  for  the  war. 

f  Whilfl  the  King  was  at  Leicefter,  fome  of  his  fervants, 
in  purfu't  of  the  earl  of  Stamford  and  a  party  of  militia, 
overtook  the  famous  Dr.  Baftvvick,  a  principal  officer  in  the 
fervice.  The  King  would  have  had  him  indided  on  the  ftatu^e 
pf  the  twenty-fifth  of  Edw,  III.  but  the  judge  then  attending 

the 
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tions  of  thofe  counties  *.     On  the  return  of  the  Anno  1642. 

meflengers,  the  parhament  ordered  their  general 

to  purfue  his  levies  with  all  the  vigor  and  fpeed 

he  could  ;    and  an  anfwer  of  refufai  was  fent  to 

the  King,    inclofed  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of 

Itate. 

Charles  immediately  proceeded  to  the  redudion 
of  Hull.  The  earl  of  Lindfey,  with  a  few  raw 
undifciplined  troops,  to  the  number  of  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  after  having 
made  a  few  impotent  attacks  on  the  place  -f , 


the  affize  told  the  King,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  fo  confident 
of  the  country  as  to  conclude  that  the  jury  would  find  the 
bill.  The  fame  judge,  with  fome  of  the  principal  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  the  moft  attached  to  the  King,  prefTed 
him  to  difcharge  the  dodor,  or  give  the  judge  leave  to  do 
it,  on  an  Habeas  Corpus  ;  urging  it  as  an  aft  of  juflice  and 
mercy  which  would  work  upon  the  people  of  the  county  to  ' 
his  advantage.  Charles,  finding  by  thefe  fymptoms  that 
Baftwick  would  not  be  long  in  reilraint  after  he  left  the 
county,  told  thefe  counfellors  he  would  think  of  the  advice 
they  had  given  him  till  the  next  morning ;  and  immedi- 
ately after  their  departure,  direded  a  me/Tengerof  his  cham- 
ber, with  expedition  and  fecrecy,  to  take  Baftwick  out  of 
the  county-gaol,  and  carry  him  to  Nottingham,  a  place 
more  particularly  attached  to  him  than  any  in  the  whole 
kingdom.  Thus,  by  a  meafure  which  might  have  ferved 
for  a  warning  to  thofe  of  his  followers  who  affefted  a  re- 
gard for  the  Liberty  of  their  country,  did  the  King  give 
an  early  proof  what  fatal  fhocks  that  Liberty  muft  iufter, 
from  the  arbitrary  precedents  which  he  would  have  an  op- 
portunity to  introduce  in  his  military  capacity,  Ciar,  H{/U 
vol.  L  p.  540,  t^  feq* 

*  In  his  fpeech  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lei^ 
ceiler  he  told  them,  that  he  had  fent  fuch  propolitions  for 
peace  and  accommodation  to  his  two  houfes  of  parliament, 
that  he  hoped  he  Ihould  have  no  other  ufe  of  their  afFeftioni 
but  their  prayers,  being  fure  the  two  houfes  would  fubmit 
to  them  with  alacrity,  if  the  inexcufable  enemies  to  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom  were  not  flrong  enough  to  prevail, 
HuJbands'sColleiiions,  8vo.  ed.  p.  477. 

f  Sir  John  Meldrum,  a  valiant  Scot,  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  in  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Hull  \  he  acquired  addi- 

X  4  yx-:zai 
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Anno  1642.  v^as  obliged  to  draw  off  his  forces,  and  the  King 
returned  to  York  *.     He  was,  in  fome  meafure, 

tional  reputation  by  a  very  fpirited  and  fenfible  letter  he 
wrote  to  the  King,  on  the  conducl  of  the  court  and  mini- 
ilry.      Rujhnuorthy  vol.  IV.  p.  6lC,   l^  feq.    627,   i^  Jeq. 

*  This  attack  on  Hull  was  in  purfuance  of  a  plan  formed 
between  Sir  John  Hothaai  and  lord  Digby,  for  the  deliver- 
ing up  Hull  to  the  King.  Digby  had  been  fent  over  by  the 
queen,  to  concert  with  the  King  a  plan  of  operation  ;  on 
his  return,  to  haflen  the  prouifion  of  arms  and  ammunition 
he  was  taken  and  carried  into  Hull.  Under  the  difguife 
pf  a  Frenchman,  he  remained  fome  time  unknown  ;  but  his 
adive  romantic  genius  prompted  him  at  length  to  difcover 
himfelf  tq  Hotham.  :  the.m.anner  in  which  Hotham  enter- 
tained the  difcovery,  encoursged  Digby  to  attempt  his  coii- 
veriion  to  the  King's  fervice.  After  amufmg  him  with 
bonibafl  declamations  on  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  con- 
ducl of  the  king's  enemies,  he  told  him,  that  he  would,  in 
a  fhort  time,  reduce  them  all  ;  that  they  had  already  loft 
the  hearts  of  the  people ;  that  the  fieet  was  entirely  at  the 
King's  difpofal  ;  that  all  the  princes  in  Chriftendom  would 
engage  in  the  quarrel ;  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was 
coming  over  at  the  head  of  an  army  to  attack  Hull,  Set, 
Then  entering  into  a  large  defcription  of  the  honor  and 
glory  that  man  v^/ould  have,  v.ho  could  be  fo  bleffed  as  to 
prevent  this  terrible  fcene  of  confufion,  he  told  Hotham, 
that  he  was  the  perfon  who  could  do  it ;  that,  by  delivering 
up  Hull  to  the  King,  the  war  would  be  extinguifhed,  and 
peace  eflabliftied  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  that  the  world 
believed  he,  Digby,  had  fome  credit  both  with  King  and 
queen,  and  he  would  employ  it  all,  that  Hotham  fhould 
have  the  full  recompence  of  his  merit.  The  weak  old 
man  either  liRened,  or  feeraed  to  lillen,  with  an  attention 
which  fpoke  approbation  of  this  vain  difcourfe  :  it  was  at 
length  determined  between  them,  that  if  the  King  would 
attack  the  town,  though  but  with  one  regiment,  and  fiioot 
a  fingle  fnot  againft  it,  Hotham  would  immediately  deli- 
ver it  up.  Full  of  imaginary  fuccefs,  Digby  pofted  to  York, 
to  concert  meafures  for  the.  enterprize ;  but  in  the  interim, 
Hotham  finding  that  the  profped  of  the  King's  affairs 
were  not  fo  favorable  as  had  been  reprefented,  and  farther 
intimidiited  by  the  earl  of  Warwick's  coming  into  the  port 
of  Hull  with  feveral  Ihips  of  war,  on  Digby's  return  he 
told  him  it  was  impoHible  for  him  to  execute  what  he  had 
promifed  j  and  all  that  Digby  could  obtain  was,  that  him- 
felf 
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compcnfated  for  this  repulfe  by  the  unexpe6ted  ^""o  ^^^^ 
conduct   of  Goring,    governor  of    Portl mouth,  coHng,  go- 
-who,  notwithftanding  the  moil  folemn  profeffions  p^^^^l^l[,^^ 
x>f  attachment  to  the  parliament,  in  this  import-  declares  for 
ant  crifis  declared  for  the  King  *.   The  acceiTion  *^'  ^'''^' 

felf  and  Afhburnhara,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the 
fame  time,  ihould  have  liberty  to  go  to  their  mafter  at  Be- 
verley,  who,  on  this  difappointrnent,  was  obliged  to  defift 
from  any  farther  attempt  on  Hull.  Clarendon  is  the  rela- 
tor of  this  fecret  piece  of  hiftory,  who,  with  his  ufual  pomp 
of  language,  makes  the  following  reSection  on  the  incident 
ofDigby's  efcape  (the  moft  odious  man  in  the  kingdom 
to  the  parliament) :  It  was  a  wonderful  influence  whicn  this 
noble  perfon's  flars,  which  ufed  to  lead  him  into  and  out  of 
the  greateft  perplexities  and  dangers,  throughout  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life,  had  upon  this,  affair.". 

This  was  not  the  only  plot  which  had  been  laid  for  the 
redu(ftion  of  Hull.  Some  time  previous  to  this  period, 
Beckwith,  a  PapiJl,  endeavored  to  feduce  his  fon-in-law, 
one  Fowkes,  a  lieutenant  in  the  trained-bands  of  Hull,  to 
betray  the  town  to  the  King.  For  this  fervice  Fowkes  was 
offered  for  his  captain  one  thoufand  pounds  per  ann.  and  one 
thoufand  pounds  in  money,  and  for  himfelf  five  hundred 
pounds  per  ami.  and  five  hundred  pounds  in  money  ;  the  an- 
nuity to  be  fettled  on  themfelves  and  next  heirs  for  their 
lives.  Fowkes  had  the  honefty  to  difclofe  the  ofi"er  to  the 
governor,  and  a  fcheme  was  laid  to  draw  into  a  fnare  one 
thoufand  of  the  King's  horfe,  and  five  hundred  foot ;  but 
Sir  John  Hotham  afterwards  changing  his  mind,  notice  was 
given  to  the  King,  that  his  plot  was  difcovered.  On  the 
parliament's  receiving  intelligence  of  the  bufinefs,  a  mef- 
fenger  was  difpatched  to  York  for  the  apprehenfion  of  Beck- 
with ;  who  was  not  only  protected  by  the  King,  but  the 
mefTenger  was  infulted.  Clar.  Hifi,  vol.  I.  p.  545*  ^  feq, 
Rujh^uorth,  vol.  IV.  p.  599,  ^  fiq. 

*  Goring,  either  by  fuppreifing  part  of  the  evidence  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  army- plot,  or  by  an  infinuating  manner, 
preferved  fo  much  of  the  queen's  regard  and  confidence, 
that  fhe  had  once  determined  to  put  herfelf  under  his  pro- 
tection, v/hilH  the  King  fhould  repair  to  the  North.  On  his 
declaring  for  the  King,  he  impofed  an  oath  on  the  garrifon. 
and  tovvnfraen,  thruft  thofe  out  of  the  town  who  refufed  to  ' 

take  it,  and  received  into  the  fort  many  Papills.  His  being 
difappointed  in  the  expedation  he  had  formed,   on  fome 

flight 
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Anno  164a.  q£  ^  fea-port  town,  of  reputed  ftrength,  and  the 
gaining  an  officer  of  fome  experience  in  fervice, 
elated  Charles  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  imme- 
The  King's  diately  pubiifhed  a  declaration,  recapitulating  all 
TTTlh^   thofe  actions  he  termed  infolent  and  rebellious 
parliament,  in  the  two  houfcs  •,    and,  at  the  fame  time,    put 
forth  a  proclamation,    in  which  he  required  all 
men,  v/ho  could  bear  arms  to  repair  to  him,  at 
Nottingham,  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft  fol- 
lowing, there  to  attend  his  royal  ftandard,  which 
on  that  day  he  intended  to  ered  ^. 

flight  promire,  of  being  made  lieutenant-general  of  the 
,  horfe  in  the  parliament's  army  (a  poll  which  was  conferred 
on  lord  Kimbolton),  might  have  occafioned  him,  the  mod 
vain  and  profligate  man  of  his  time,  to  a£l  this  treachery. 
Pa^L  Hij^.  vol.'XI.  p.  363. 

*  The  bills  which  had  pafTed  the  two  houfes  during  the 
King's  abfence,  and  to  which  he  denied  his  affent  were, 

1.  For  the  better  obferving  the  Lord's  Day. 

2.  For  clearing  the  five  members. 

3.  For  the  forfeiture  of  the  eflates  of  the  delinquent  bifhops, 
4..  To  reilrain  the  creation  of  peers. 

5<  For  raifing  ten  thoufand  men  for  Ireland. 
6.  For  calling  an  afiembly  of  divines. 

Parh  tliji..  vol.  X.p.  389,  487,  515.  vol.  XL  p.  136. 


CHAP.      V. 

State  cf  each  party  on  the  commencement  of  the  war*. 
■H — -^The  King  endeavors  in  vain  to  gain  the  Scots, 

Proclaims  the  earl  of  Effcx  and  his  adherents 

traitors, Puhlifhes  a  declaration  againft  the 

'parliament^  and  offers  far  don  to  thofe  who  fhould 
lay  down  arms. — — -The  royal Jiandard  erected  at 
Nottingham. Overtures  of  peace. — — -Impoli- 
tic declaration  of  parliament. -The  King  re- 
treats  to  Shrewjhiry. His  protejlation. — 

Gains  recruits  of  men,  money,    and  arms.'-— 

FallaciQUi 


CHARLES      T.  315 

Fallacious  condu^   of  the  King  and  Papijls, 

Battle  at  Edgehill. Banbury  fur  renders  to  the 

King, ^Vi5lory  claimed  by  both  parties.- —The 

King  takes  poffeffim  of  Oxford  and  Reading. 

^he  parliament  vote  an  addrefs  for  a  treaty.,  and 

take  meafures  to  fecure  the  city. Divifion  a- 

mong  the  popular  leaders. Large  faSiicn  in  fa^ 

n)or  of  the  court. Artful  condu^  of  the  King^s 

enemies. — • — Treachery  of  the  Ki?7g. The  two       , ' 

armies  meet^  and  retire  without  fighting. The 

King  endeavors  in   vain   to  refume  the  intended 

treaty. —Affeffments. -Strength  of  the  royal 

party. — — Army  of  Papifts  and  malignants,  under 
the  earl  of  Newcaftle^  infeft  the  JSIcrth Par- 
liament's forces  in  thofe  parts  commanded  hy  the 

lord  Fairfax. Encounter. Counties  affoci- 

ated  by  the  parliament.' Application   to  the 

King  for  peace. — - — Fruitlefs  treaty  at  Oxford. 

Return  of  the  queen. Strength  of  the  royal 

party  in  the  North. Succejjes  in  Cornwal.-— — 

Cirencefier  taken  by  the  royalifts. Succeffes  of 

the  parliament. Death  and  character  of  the 

lord  Brooke. Reading  retaken  by  the  parlia- 

pienU Treacherous  conduct  of  Effex. ^Skir- 

mifh  on  Chalgrave  field. Death  and  character 

of  Hamden. — - — Defeat  of  the  parliamenf  s  forces 
at  Adder  ton-moor  .i    at  Stratton.,    on  Round-way- 

Down.— — Brifiol  taken  by  the  King's  forces, 

triumphant  ft  ate  of  the  King's  affairs, 

I T I  Z  E  N  S  and  brethren,  involved  in  ads  -"^""^  ^^^'^^ 
of  hoilile  violence  again il  each  other,  the 
confequence  of  civil  broils,  muil  be  a  circumitance 
fo  f-epugnant  to  humanity,  that  it  is  to  be  ima- 
gined no  incitements  lefs  powerful  than  the 
principles  of  felf-defence,  the  ftrong  allurements 
f^f  intereft,  or  ambitious  views,  could  engage  men 

in 
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Anno  1642.  in  fuch  Unnatural  contentions.  That  the  par- 
liament, aftuated  by  a  generous  love  of  Freedom, 
animated  with  the  hopes  of  attaining  the  bright- 
eft,  the  mod  virtuous  obje6t  of  ambition,  and 
incited  by  the  fear  of  again  falling  into  that 
flavery  from  which  they  had  glorioully  redeemed 
themfelves  and  country,  fhould  urge  matters  to 
the  extremity  of  war,  is  neither  a  fubjed  of 
furprize  or  blame  -,  but  that  a  prince  who  had, 
for  the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  ravaged  the  con- 
ftitution  by  repeated  acls  of  tyranny  and  vio- 
lence, had  levelled  the  boundaries  of  law,  and 
thrown  down  the  bulwarks  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom  ;  that  fuch  a  prince,  in  his  adverfe  llate, 
ibould  find  a  party  to  efpoufe  his  broken  for- 
tunes ;  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  perfuade  men 
to  riik  their  all,  in  defence  of  his  grandeur  and 
authority  ;  that  he  fnould  be  able  to  perfuade 
men  to  lift  their  impious  hands  againfl:  the 
altars  of  Liberty,  and  drench  their  country 
in  blood,  to  fupport  him  in  a  power  he  had 
abufed,  are  circumilapces  which  exhibit  a  me^ 
lancholy  proof  of  the  Extreme  depravity  of  the 
human  mind,  when  men  ceafe  to  balance  their 
affedions  by  the  fcaie  of  virtue  and  reafon. 
Theftateof  Though  the  provocations  the  Engliih  had 
onUjrclL-  fuffered,  under  the  government  of  the  Stewart 
roencement  family,  had  in  appearance  roufed  an  univerfal 
evvar.  ^p-j.-j.  ^f  oppofition,  yet  when  the  jarring  be- 
tween the  King  and  parliament  came  to  hoftili- 
ties,  and  the  majefty  and  indefeafible  power  of 
the  people  were  oppofed  to  the  claims  of  mo- 
narchy, the  King  found  among  the  men  of  for- 
tune and  family  a  numerous  party  :  thefe,  prid- 
ing themfelves  in  the  vulgar  confideration  of 
defcent  from  opulent  anceftors,  fancied  they 
had  attained  from  this  accident  a  right  to  ty- 
rannize 
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rannize  over  their  fellow-citizens  :  they  fickened  ^^^^  ^M^ 
at  the  new-broached  dodirines,  afferting  the  equal 
rights  of  men  ;  and,  deferting  that  caufe  which 
envy  and  oppreflion  had  engaged  them  to  abet, 
ranged  themfelves   on   the   fide  of  the  crown, 
from  whence  they  expe6led  fupport  in  their  ini- 
quitous  pretenfions.     Thus  the   greater  weighc 
of  landed  intereft  operated  for  the  King,    who 
had  likewife  all  the  PopiQi  recufants,  and  thofe 
who  were  fuperilitioufly   attached  to  the  hierar- 
chy ;  two  numerous  bodies  of  men.     Thefe  ad- 
vantages were  more  than  balanced  by  the  popu- 
larity of  the  parliament.     There  were,  in  thofe 
days,    a  numerous  fet  of  people,    who  by  hu[- 
bandry,    cloathing,    and  other  induftrious  arts, 
were  poflefTed  of  great   property,  and  fome  of 
them  good  eftates  ;  thefe  men,  being  treated  fu- 
percilioufly  by  the  court,    the  nobility,   and  the 
gentry  of  ancient  defcent,    all  fided  with   the 
parliament.     The  commercial  part  of  the   na- 
tion,   whofe   fuccefs  depends  on  popular  privi- 
leges, were  wholly  theirs  *.     They   had  the  af- 
fedlions  of  all  the   lower  clafs  of  people  who 
were  Proteftants,   and  who  were  not  tied  by  par- 
ticular dependencies   on   the  ariftocraticai  fami- 
lies.    Thefe  had  been  great  fufierers  by  the  ty- 
ranny which  the  clergy  had  ufurped   over  their 
confciences,  and  were  defirous  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  oppreflion  of  the  lay  gentry,   who  had 
been  weak  enough  to  fling  out  this  provoking 

*  The  trading  part  of  the  nation,  who  at  this  time  be- 
gan to  be  poflefTed  of  great  property,  were  treated  with  a 
high  degree  of  contempt  by  Charles  and  his  father,  and 
their  nobility  ;  and  the  arbitrary  ads  of  government  exer- 
cifed  by  the  Stewart  family  were  more  fenfibly  felt  araoniy 
this  l)ody  of  men,  whofe  want  of  vice  rendered,  in  their 
eyes,  the  manners  of  a  court  hateful  and  defpicable. 

infult 


3i8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Anno  1642.  infu It  on  xhcir  condition,  That  twenty  pounds  ^ 
year  was  enough  for  every  peafant  to  live  on. 

The  parliament  had  fee u red  London  and  all 

the  fea-ports  in  the  kingdom,  except  Newcaftle 

and  Portfmouth  *,  the  whole  navy  was  in  their 

,    fervice  ;  the  culloms  yielded  them  a  confiderablc 

fupply  ^i  they  had  in  their  hands  a  large  fum 

*  The  parliament,  by  ordinance,  appointed  a  defalcatioR 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  to  thofe  merchants  who  fhould  advance, 
by  way   of  loan,    unto  their   commiflioners,  thofe  fums   of 
money  which,   by  the  laft  book  of  rates,  would   have  been 
legally  due,   if  the   King   had   pafTed  their  bill  of  tonnage 
and  poundage,  declaring  there  Ihould  be  a  provifion  made  in 
their  next  grant  to  the  crown  for  the  indemnity  and  fecurity 
of  fuch  merchants ;  and  that  the  defalcation    of  fifteen  per 
cent,  fliould  be  confirmed  to  them.     In  this  ordinance  it  is 
afferted.  That  the  debt  due  to  the   navy  was  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  and  that  fifty-two  Ihips  of  war  were  in 
the   aflual  fervice  of  the   kingdom.     It   appears,    by   the 
King's  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  payment  of  cuftoms, 
on  the  authority  of  this  ordinance,  that   it  was   generally 
obeyed.     The  parliament  afterwards   publiflied  a  juftifica- 
tion  of  their  ordinance,  in  anfwer  to  the  King's  proclama- 
tion :   in  this  they  afierted.  That  the  meaning  of  the  penal 
claufe  in  the  a6t  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  pafled  this  par- 
liament,  was  only   to   reftrain  the  crown   from  impofing 
duties   on   the  fubjecl,  without  their   confent,  but  did  no 
ways  intend  to  extend  to  any   cafe  where   the  Lords  and 
Commons  had  given  their  afient.    The  King's  proclamation 
having  obferved,    that  the  payment  of  the  cuftoms  feemed 
to  cherifh  and  foment  an  unnatural  war,  the  parliament  re- 
plied,  that  fo  much  of  that  money  as  had  been   exafted  by 
the  earl   of  Newcaftle,  the  lord    Mohun,   and    Sir  Ralph 
Hopton,  was  indeed  employed  to  fupport  an  unnatural  war, 
and  foment  a  civil  difiention  ;  but  that  which  had  come  to 
the   difpofal  of   the   parliament   had  been,   with  care  and 
faitbfulnefs,  diftDurfed  for  the  payment  of  navy-debts,  due 
by  his  m.ajefty   before   the  beginning   of  this   parliament; 
and  for  the  fetting  forth  two  fleets  the  laft  fummer,   the  one 
for  guarding  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  preventing  aid  to  the 
rebels ;  the  other  for  the  defence  of  England,  the  preventing 
an  invafion,  and  the  prefervation   of  merchant-fhips   from 
pirates.     To  the  King's   aftertion,  that,  by  the  merchants' 
obedience  to  the  ordinance  of  parliament,  the  trade  of  the 

kingdom 
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of  money  railed  for  the  relief  of  Ireland.  Con-  Anno  1642. 
tributions  were  fo  eafily  gathered,  and  loans  fo 
chearfully  complied  with,  that,,  on  a  declaration 
of  parliament,  for  bringing-in  money  or  plate 
to  furnifh  horfe  and  arms,  or  for  providing  and 
maintaining  horfe,  horfe-men,  and  arms,  on  the 
condition  of  repayment,  with  the  intereft  of  eight 
per  cent,  fums  to  the  value  (as  it  is  faid)  of 
fom.e  millions  were  brought  to  their  committees: 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  and  women 
poured  in  their  treafure  to  fupport  the  common 
caufe,  whilft  the  poorer  fort  of  females  offered 
up  their  wedding-rings  and  bodkins*.  With 
thefe  eminent  fuperiorities,  the  popular  party 
had  a  brighter,  a  more  beneficial  one.  The 
genius  of  the  nation,  which  had  been  long  im- 
proving by  a  tafle  for  Freedom,  now  exempt 
from  the  fetters  of  tyranny,  was  rifen  to  a  very 
exalted  height,  and  ranged  itfeif  on  the  fide  of 
its  parent  Liberty.     It  was   to  the  elocution  of 

kingdom  was  much  leflened,  they  replied,  that  the  rebellion 
of  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  in  the  Weft,  wholly  deftroying  the 
flourifhing  manufa<3:ories  of  the  new  draperies  in  thofe  parts, 
by  robbing  the  carriers  and  trawnters,  by  his  majefty's  cava- 
liers, of  woollen  cloth  and  other  manufailures,  whereby  the 
commerce  and  intercourfe  of  trade  between  London  and  the 
'  remote  counties  were  interrupted  :  the  rebels  of  Ireland 
fetting  forth  men  of  war,  and  making  prize  of  our  mer- 
chantmen trading  to  and  from  foreign  parts,  had  leffened 
trade  ;  but  the  money  raifed  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of 
parliament  was  the  only  means  to  maintain  the  navy,  with- 
out which  trade  and  commerce  would  have  been  by  pirates, 
Irilh  rebels,  and  foreign  forces,  wholly  deftroyed  ;  and  not 
only  trade,  but  the  whole  kingdom,  inevitably  expofed  to 
deftru(5tion,  by  his  majefty's  refufing  to  pafs  the  bill  for 
tonnage  and  poundage,  had  net  the  parliament  wholly  taken 
upon  them  the  care  thereof.  Pari.  H'Ji,  vol.  XL  p.  343, 
^  fe^j.     Rufhnxiorth,  vol.  V.  p.  87. 

*  The  King  forbad  the  citizens  to  lend,  on  this  cccafion, 
money  to  the  parliament,  under  the  penalty  of  queftioning 
their  charter.     ParL  Hiji,  vol.  IL  p.,  221. 

Pym, 
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Anno  1642.  Pyni,  the  Unbounded  knowledge  and  perfuafive 
talents  of  Hamden,  the  profound  fagacity  of 
young  Vane,  &c.  it  owed  its  greateft  fuccefs. 

The  King  had  a  particular  difadvantage,  whick 
he  had  incurred  from   the  duplicity  af  his  con- 
du6l :    notwithftanding  all  his  -afiertions  to  the 
contrary,  the  people  in  general    believed  he  had 
an  averfion  to  the  free  government  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  he  had  confented  to  all  the  laws  paffed 
this  parliament  with  reludlance;  that  neither  his 
oaths  nor  promifes  could  be  depended  on  ;  and 
that  he  meant  to  refcind    or  depart  from  every 
thing  which  had  been  ena61:ed  in  favor  of  public 
Liberty.     He  had  written  a  letter  to  his  council 
The  King    Ju  Scotlaod,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the 
endeavors  in  pofturc  of  his  affairs,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
the  Scots,    parliament^.     The  council  fent  him  an  anfwer, 
full  of  zeal   and  afFedlion  ;  and  a  petition  was 
vicars^s      obtained,  as  from   a  large  body  of  the   noble- 

pari.chron.  men,  gcntlemcn,  burgefies,  and  minifters  of  the 
p.  107  .        ^  ^  . 

kingdom  of  Scotland,    in   which    many  things 

were  faid  to  the  difparagement  of  the  Englilh 
parliament,  who,  on  hearing  of  this  intrigue, 
took  meafures  which  effediually  fruftrated  the 
^,. ,  ,  intent.  The  forementioned  petition  was  dif- 
J. 56.  owned;  and  the  Scotch  council,  who  were  im- 
portuned by  the  nobility,  miniftry,  and  burgefTes 
of  Edinburgh,  not  to  meddle  for  the  King 
againft  the  parliament,  formed  a  petition,  in 
which  they  entreated  the  King  to  hearken  to  his 
greateft,  his  beft,  and  moft  unparalleled  council; 
they  difTuaded  him  from  a  journey  into  Ireland ; 

*  In  this  letter  he  aiTerted,  that  the  parliament  had  levied 
an  army  again  11  him  before  he  had  raifed  any  forces;  and 
that  the  imputation  of  bringing  in  foreign  troops  had  been 
laid  on  him  without  fhadow  of  reafon.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XII, 
p.  45,  ^fe^,  ■  ,      ,         , 

I  declared 
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declared  their  earned  defires,  that  an  union  Anno  i64». 
might  be  perfe6led  between  the  King  and  parlia- 
ment ;  and  ended  with  a  large  manifeftation  of 
their  hearty  afFedlion  to  this  afTembly,  protelling 
th^t  they  would  do  nothing  contrary  to  their  pri- 
vileges. Though  a  diirerent  conduct,  in  the 
^cots,  would  have  been  weak,  ungrateful,  and 
contrary,  to  their  obvious  interefl,  yet  it  was  an 
unexpeiled  blow  to  the  King,  who  had  fedu- 
Iqufly  courted  this  people,  from  the  time  when 
he  had  determined  to  bring  matters  to  a  rupture 
with  the  Englifh  parliament.  A  mefiage  of  thanks 
was  fent  to  the  Scotch  privy-council,  for  their 
good  advice  :  In  this  they  were  defired  not  to  in- 
terpofe  in  a  manner  which  (hould  weaken  the 
confidence,  or  endanger  the  peace  of  the  two 
kingdoms-,  and  afTured,  that  the  parliament  of 
England,  according  to  the  treaties  ratified  in 
both  parliaments,  the  brotherly  afFeflion  which 
they  bore  to  the  Scotch  nation,  the  interefl  they 
had  in  its  profperity  fo  much  conducing  to  the 
eftablifhment  and  fecurity  of  the  true  religion 
and  juft  liberties  of  England,  would  be  very 
careful  of  the  prefervation  of  the  mutual  affec- 
tion between  the  two  kingdoms  •,  for  the  better 
improving  pf  which,  and  the  applying  their 
mutual  union  and  correfpondence  to  the  fettling 
the  prefent  troubles,  they  were  defired  to  fend 
the  parliament  of  England  the  feveral  melTages, 
declarations,  and  infcrudions,  they  had  received 
'from  the  King.  That  they  might  the  better  re- 
move any  doubt  or  miflake  of  their  adions,  they 
did  intend,  on  their  fide,  to  fend  to  the  council 
of  Scotland  fuch  declarations,  petitions,  and  re- 
monflrances,  as  they  ihould  have  occafion  to 
inake  to  his  majefty  and  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. 

Vol.  III.  Y  Charles, 
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Anno  1642.      Charles,  at  the  fame  time  when  he  commanded 

his  fubjeds  who  could  bear  arms  to  attend  his 

royal  ftandard  *,    proclaimed  the  earl  of  RfTeJt 

EiTcVand  hL  ^^^  his    adherents  traitors -f,    and  publiflied  a 

adherents    large  declaration  againft  the  parliament  t.     He 

declared 


traiLors. 


*  On  thefe  proclamations  of  the  King,  the  parliament 
publifhed  a  declaration,  that  whoever  fhould  aflift  him  in 
promoting  this  war  againft  his  people  (he  intending  to  make 
himfelf  an  abfclute  conqueror  of  thefe  kingdoms,  if  not  time- 
ly prevented),  were  traitors,  and  fhould  be  brought  to  condign 
punifliment.     Pari,  Hiji,  vol.  XI.  p.  386. 

f  On  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  this  proclamation,  Efiex,  after  protefting  that  his  adlicns 
(hould  Ihew  him  as  dutiful  a  fubjeft  as  any  the  King  had, 
faid,  he  was  as  ready  to  venture  his  life  in  defence  of  the 
law,  as  the  other  great  general  for  the  breach  of  it.  In  the 
lower  houfe,  on  the  quellion  being  put,  Whether  that  houfe 
would  maintain,  affift,  and  adhere  unto  him  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  King's  perfon,  &c.  ?  every 
member  rofe  up  in  his  place,  one  after  another,  and  gave  a 
diftinft  anfwer ;  and  a  refolution  pafTed,  that  abfent  members 
fhould  declare  themfelves,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  came 
into  the  houfe.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Commons  fent 
up  an  impeachment  againft  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  the 
earl  of  Northampton,  lord  Pawlet,  lord  Seymour,  and  Henry 
Mailings  (fecond  fon  to  the  earl  of  Huttingdon),  with  twelve 
more  Commoners,  for  high-treafon,  in  adlually  levying  war 
againft  the  king  and  kingdom.  The  lord  Mountague  of 
Bouahton,  the  earl  of  Berklhire,  and  the  earl  of  Carlille, 
were  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  putting  in  execution  the 
King's  commiiTion  of  array.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  369, 
418,  425,  ^  je(f. 

X  The  parliament,  in  hopes,  of  getting  rid  of  a  contefl 
which  confumed  the  time  of  their  ableft  members,  had  for- 
bidden the  publifiiing  any  declarations  or  papers  of  the 
King,  v^hich  fhould  be  contrary  to  their  ordinances  :  indeed, 
in  the  war  of  the  pen,  they  fought  on  very  unequal  terms. 
The  greater  part  of  the  nation  were  fuperftitioully  attached 
to  old  cuftoms,  and  bigots  both  in  politics  and  religion  ;  the 
pofTefnon  of  ufeful  learning  was  confined  to  a  few  individuals; 
the  herd  continued  in  the  dark  obfcurky  of  Gothic-igno- 
rance, or  employed  their  faculties  in  the  barren  paths  of 
fcholaftic  divinity,  and  the  light  and  delufive  ftudy  of  poetic 
fancy ;  parts  of  literature  which  narrow  and  mifguide  the 

mind. 
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accufed  them  of  an  intention  to  involve  Religion  ^""°  ^^4^' 
and  Liberty  in  anarchy  and  confufion  •,  and  alTnr- 

mind.    Whilft  oppofitlon  was  diredled  by  the  common  forms 
of  the  conftitution,  the  reafoning  of  the  popular  leaders  was 
clofe,  clear,   and  concluiive  ;  but  there  can  be  no  precifion 
in  argument,  where  the  polition  on  which  the  argument  is 
built  muft  be  either  difguifed  or  excluded.     The  King  de- 
rived advantages  from  the  very  circurr/ftances  which  hampered 
his  opponents,  who   could  alone  found  their  pretenfions  on 
conclufions  drawn  from  poiitions  necefiary  to  the  freedom  of 
the  conftitution,  but  difagreeing  with  its  forms,  and  not  ex- 
prefled   in  any  law ;  whilft  the  King  would  own   no  funda- 
mentals but  pofitive,  exprefs,  and  particular  laws,  which  were 
all  on  his  fide,  and  obvious  to  vulgar  fenfe.     This  contrb- 
verfy,  however,  fubjefled  him  to  the  mortification  of  owning 
that  his  adminiftration,  during  the  firft  fifteen  years  of  his 
reign,  was  illegal  and  tyrannical ;  of  proving  the  mifchiefs 
which  flow  from  arbitrary  power,  the  natural  confequence, 
he  faid,  of  the  parliament's  maxims;  and  that  the  govern- 
ment of  England  was  compounded  of  monarchy,  ariftocracy, 
and  democracy  :  but  then,  by  his  denying  that  the  parlia- 
ment, in  any  cafe  whatfoever,  could  intermeddle  with  his 
government,  he  confined  the  exiftence  of  the  two  laft-men- 
tioned  fpecies  to  theory  only,  and  evidently  reclaimed  the 
conceflion,  by  aflerting,  that  his  rights  were  of  divine  ori- 
ginal, fettled  and  eftablilhed  on  himfeif  and  pofterity  by 
God  ;  fince  the  laws  of  the  conftitution,  allowed  on  all  fides 
to  be  merely  human,  could  never  bind  or  controul  the  unal- 
terable diflates  of  the  Divinity.     But  abfurd  as  are  the  pre- 
tenfions  and  glaring  contradidions  to  be  found  in  the  King's 
declarations,    they  palTed   with  his  own   party  as   orthodox 
doftrine  ;  and  even  among  the  prefljyterians,  who  were  look- 
ed on  by  Charles  and  his  father  as  irreconcileable  enemies  to 
their  power,  there  were  few  who  had  formed  any  juft  notions 
of  the  nature  of  politic  fubordination,  and  the  feparate  and 
diftindl  principles   which  bind  the   confciences   of  men  in 
matters  civil  and  religious  ;  the  prejudices  of  the  majority 
of  the  parliament  itfelf  were  oppofite  to  thofe  tenets    on' 
which  a  war  with  the  King  could  be  rationally  juftified  ;  and 
the  caufe  of  Liberty  owed  its  fuccefs  alone  to  fuch  a  flagrant 
want  of  fincerity  on  the  King's  part  as  convinced  the  p-ople, 
yet  fmarting  under  the  injuries  of  recent  opprefTions,    that 
their  fafety  depended  on  difabling  him  from  refcinding  thofe 
afts  of  juftice  which  he  had  been  necelTitated  to  pafs  this 
parliament. 
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Anno  164a.  ej  the  people,  that  their  peace  and  fecurity  were 
fhaken  in  the  wounds  which  were  given  to  his 
honor  and  authority.  On  recapitulating  the  fa- 
vors he  had  beftowed  on  his  fubjecls,  he  aflerted, 
it  was  his  earneft  and  affectionate  defire  to  beget 
a  right  underilanding  with  them  which  occafioned 
him  to  fummon  this  parliament,  and  not  any 
force  on  his  inclination  ^.  The  High-commifTion 
court,  he  acknowledged,  had  proceeded  with  too 
much  ftridnefs,  where  the  tender  confciences  of 
many  of  his  weak  fubjecls -f  were  concerned; 
many  perfons  had  been  grieved  and  vex^d,  under 
color  of  executing  the  foreft-laws  ;  and  fome  en- 
deavors had  been  made  to  fet  on  foot  forefts, 
v/here  in  truth  none  had  been  •,  but  then  he  had 
no  fooner  received  complaint  of  this,  but  he  had 
paiTed  an  a6t  for  redrefs  J.  He  had  confented  to 
the  abolition  of  the  power  of  the  High-commif- 
fioners,  v/ithout  prelTing  that  the  power  might  be 
rather  qualified,  and  care  taken  for  the  uphold- 
ing ecclefiaflical  difcipline.  Without  difputing 
his  right,  he  had  confented  that  the  judgment  in 
his  favor,  in  the  buHnefs  of  fhip-money,  fhould 
,  be  vacated  and  cancelled  ;  and,  in  the  preamble 
to  the  bill  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  had  parted 
with  his  power  of  impofing ;  a  power  which  had 
been  adjudged  good,  and  exercifed  by  his  an- 
ceftors  §.  —  After  the  King  had  expatiated  on 

*  If  this  had  been  the  motive  of  the  Kind's  adlion,  vvhv 
did  it  not  determine  him  to  what  was  fo  univerfally  agreeable 
to  the  people,  and  to  what  they  had  fo  undoubted  a  right, 
before  the  riling  of  the  Scots  ? 

f  The  King  always  affected  to  call  the  non-conformllls 
his  weak  fubje^Tls. 

X  When  the  complaint  was  backed  by  the  authority  of 
parliament,  affiled  by  the  power  of  two  large  armies,  and 
the  inclinatiorij  of  the  people. 

§  The  King  ftill  infifted  that  he  had  a  right  to  ihefe  un- 
conilitutional  prerogatives  3  and  allowed,  in  this  cafe,  what 

.   he 
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the  merit  of  his  conccfiions,  he  enlarged  on  the  A^no  1642. 
ungrateful  return  he  had  met  with  from  the  par- 
liament. On  their  accufation  of  his  intention  to 
bring  np  the  army  to  awe  the  parliament,  he  af- 
ferted,  that  no  man  could  believe  him  guilty  of 
fo  ftrange  a  plot.  On  the  fubjed  of  the  confpi- 
racy  againft  the  marquifles  of  Hamilton  and  Ar- 
gyll, he  faid,  the  grounds  of  their  fears  were  fully 
examined  by  the  Scotch  parliament,  their  perfons 
being  of  that  quality  and  eftimation  in  the  king- 
dom, that  they  were  fure  of  juftice  '^.  Among  the 
crimes  of  ingratitude  with  which  the  King  charg- 
ed the  parliament,  he  told  them,  they  had  forgot- 
ten that  biefled  condition  his  fubjecls  had  enjoy- 
ed, of  peace  and  plenty,  under  his  government  f ; 
and  animadverted  on  the  remonftrance  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  as  of  dangerous  confequence 
to  parliaments,  being  the  firft  appeal  Vv^hich  was 
ever  made  to  the  people  J.  The  accufation  and 
commitment  of  the  bifhops  was  remembered 
^mong  the  faults  of  the  parliament;  and  the 
King  infifted,  that  they  could  not  repair  to  the  up- 
per houfe,  without  danger  of  their  lives  §.     He 

he  had  before  denied,  on  the  occaiion  of  his  exacling  obe- 
dience to  his  comnnilion  of  array  ;  viz.  that  the  preambles 
of  bills  were  binding. 

*  A  ftrange  aflertion,  that  they  were  fure  of  juftice  from 
thefe  circumftajices  only.  ■ 

f  This  was  a  ci  re  am  11  a  nee  entirely  owing  to  the  accidents 
of  the  times,  and  to  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  Engllfh ; 
a  circumftance  greatly  checked  by  monopolies  and  other 
parts  of  evil  adminiilratlon,  and  a  circumftance  which 
Charles  endeavored  to  deprive  of  its  advantages,  by  attempt- 
ing to  eftablifti  an  arbitrary  power  of  taxation. 

X  Who  had  any  right  to  be  the  judges  of  their  behavior 
but  their  own  conftituents  ?  and  to  whom  can  any  part  of  the 
legiflature  appeal  for  a  fanclion  to  their  condufl,  but  to 
thofe  from  whom  they  derive  their  authority  ? 

§  Many  of  the  bifliops,  on  their  examination,  declared  to 
the  contrary.     The  King,  in  endeavoring  to  lower  the  cha- 

Y  3  racter 


3z6  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

Lnno  i642.a{rerted  that  his  proceedings  againft  the  fix  mem- 
bers were  legal  -,  and  that  the  order  of  the  houfe 
of  Con^.mons,  againfl  arrefling  their  members, 
was  much  more  unjuftifiable  by  any  rule  of  law 
or  juftice,  than  any  thing  he  had  ever  done,  or 
any  body  had  done  by  his  authority.  He  con- 
felfed,  that  his  withdrawing  to  the  North  was  to 
be  free  from  the  importunate  felicitations  of  the 
mean  people  ;  and  reviled  the  leaders  of  the  po- 
pular party  as  contemptible  in  number,  and  in- 
con  fideralple  in  fortune  and  reputation  *.  In 
regard  to  the  navy,  the  parliament  miight  as  law- 
fully have  fent  his  fhips  to  the  Indies,  and  ordain^ 
ed  that  he  fhould  never  have  any  more,  as  keep 
them  in  the  Downs  againfl  his  will,  and  under  a 
command  he  did  protefl  againfl  f.  He  charged 
them  with  having  wafled  and  confumed  the  mo- 
ney given  by  ,a6l  of  parliament  for  difcharge  of 
the  debts  of  the  nation  j  ;  called  their  conduct  an 
impudent  injuflice  •,  aflerted,  that  the  fecurity  of 
the  public  was  provided  for  by  the  commilTion  of 

railer  of  the  popular  members,  makes  a  very  odd  confefiion. 
He  taxed  them  with  being  {o  greedy  of  preferments,  that 
they  would  even  have  faved  the  life  of  the  earl  of  Strafford, 
if  he  Vv'ould  have  conferred  defi red  offices  on  them. 

*  This  calumny  is  contradicrled  by  Clarendon,  who  is  one 
of  the  moit  partial  writers  of  thefe  times,  and  who  had  an 
inveterate  .malice  againit  thefe  men.  '*  In  the  houfe  of 
Commons/^  fays  he,  the  great  m.anagers  were  men  of  notable 
parts,  much  reputation,  admirable  dexterity,  pretenders  to 
f.;vere  juilice  and  regularity."  Clarendon^ s  Hijioryf  vol.  I, 
p.  514. 

t  The  parliament  could  not  deprive  the  kingdom  of  its 
defence,  or  of  the  ufe  of  its  navy  ;  though  they  might  pre- 
vent the  King  from  taking  fach  an  advantage  of  the  trud 
iavelled  in  his  office,  as  fhould  turn  the  arms  of  the  public 
againft  itfelf :  but  thefe  are  diftindlions  incompatible  with 
the  prejudices  of  the  King. 

X  The  parliament,  after  this,  publiflied  an  account  of  their 
receipts  and  difburfements.     Vicars' s  Pari.  Chron  p.  109. 
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array ;  that  the  ordinance  of  the  militia  could  Anno  1642. 
have  no  honeft  end  which  was  not  obtained  by 
that  commifiion  ;  and  owned  that  the  power  was 
in  different  hands,  and  like  to  be  employed  to 
other  ufes,  than  that  ordinance  was  intended. 
He  would  not  fubmit,  he  faid,  to  the  nineteen 
propofitions,  depofe  himfelf,  and  fuffcr  the  peo- 
ple and  kingdom,  which  God  and  the  law  had 
committed  to  his  government  and  protection,  and 
for  which  he  muil  make  an  account,  to  be  de- 
voured by  them. 

As  if  the  inve6tives  and  afTertions  to  be  found 
in  this  volumnious  declaration  were  fo  many  un- 
deniable fafts  and  pofitions,  the  King,  in  a  tri- 
umphing manner,  afked.  Can  our  good  fubjeds 
be  longer  kept  in  this  trance?  Can  our  nobility, 
gentry,  clergy,  commonalty  of  England,  facrifice 
their  honor,  intereft,  religion,  and  Liberty,  to 
terms,  and  the  mere  found  of  parliament  and 
privilege  *  ?  Is  it  pofTible  for  us  to  be  made  vile 
and  contemptible,  and  (hall  our  good  fubjeds 
continue  as  they  are  ?  Can  our  jufl  pov/er  be  taken 
from  us;  and  lliall  they  enjoy  their  liberty -f? — 
Charles  ends  his  declaration  with  accufing  of 
treafon  the  fix  profecuted  mrembers,  with  Sir 
Henry  Ludlow,    Mr.  Martin  J,   alderman  Fen- 

*  Quere,  whether  honor,  intereft,  religion,  Liberty,  in 
the  King's  declarations,  were  not  more  mere  found,  than 
parliament  and  privilege  in  the  parliament's? 

f  Surely  this  might  be  verypoffible. 

X  The  following  expreffion,  in  a  very  warm  debate,  had 
fallen  from  Sir  Henry  Ludlow,  in  the  houfe  of  Commons : 
That  Charles  was  not  worthy  to  be  King  of  England  ;  and 
from  Mr.  Martin,  that  the  kingly  office  was  forfeitable;  and 
that  the  happinefs  of  the  kingdom  ^  did  not  depend  upon 
Charles,  or  upon  any  of  the  royal  branches  of  that  ftock.  For 
thefe  fpeeches,  which  the  hoiife  confidered  as  untimely  and 
intemperate,  thefe  tw»  members  though  of  great  intereft  with 
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Anno  1642*  nington,  and  captain  Venn  ^y  threatens  to  catifd" 
indidments  to  be  drawn  againft  the  earls  of  War- 
wick,   ElTex,    Stamford,    lord  Brook,    Sir  John' 
Hotham,  ferjeant-major-general  Skippon,  and  all 
thofe,  who  fhould  henceforth  exercife  the  militia, 
by  virtue  of  the  ordinance,  on  the  ftatnte  of  the 
The  King    twenty-fifth  of  Edward  III.  and  offers  a  free  par- 
dQn'to^th'o'fe  ^o^*^  to  all  his  loving  fubjeds  who  fiiould  defire 
vKofl'.ainay  it,  exccpt  the  perlbns  he  had  named,   on  condi- 
down  aims.  ^-^^^  ^^  laying  down  their  armsf. 

The  royal         On   the  twenty-fecond   of  Auguft   the   royal 
fiandard  was  ereded  at  Nottingham  if ;    but,  to 


li:an<i..5rd 


the  popular  party,  were  feverely  reprehended  by  the  fpeaketj 
by  order  of  the  houfe. 

*  The  King  accufed  thefe  two  of  having  ftirred  up  the  mob 
to  tumult. 

f  The  King,  in  this  declaration,  reproaches  the  Commons^ 
for  a  very  proper  diitinclion  they  had  made  in  their  orders" 
concerning  the  eleftion  of  their  members;  viz.  That  the 
members  of  ihe  upper  houfe  Oiould  not  interfere  in  this  buii- 
Tiefs,  but  that  the  order  fnouid  not  conclude  the  Commons. 
The  parliament publifhed  their  reafons  for  taking  updefen- 
five  arms :  thefe  were  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  provocations 
they  had  received  from  the  court,  with  the  dangers  which 
threatened  the  freedom  of  the  conftitution,  from  the  perni- 
cious fchemes  of  the  King  and  his  party.  Hujbands's  Collec- 
iions,   p.  541.    Pari,  Biji.   vol,  XI.  p.  350,   ^ feq. 

X  On  the  top  cf  the  King's  ilandard  hung  a  Hag,  on  which 
were  the  King's  arms  quartered,  with  a  hand  pointing  to  the 
crO'.vn  placed  above,  with  the  foUov/ingmiOtto,  *'  Give  unto 
Csfar  his  due.^'  Tories  and  high-churchmen  have  reviled 
arid  ridiculed  their  opponents  for  aliceniious  and  abfurdap,- 
plication  of  the  holy  fcripture  phrafes ;  but  no  people  have 
been  more  ixQQ  with  fuch  quotations,  or  have  mifapplied  them 
more  p-rofsly.  A  ilrong  proof  of  this  is  their  continued  ufe  of, 
and  wrefiing  the  text,  **  Render  unto  Ca.far  the  things  that 
be  Czjfar's,"  to  a  general  obedience  to  the  will  of  princes, 
whether  that  obedience  is  ordained  by  the  laws  cf  the  coun- 
try or  not;  or  whether,  by  the  general  unalterable  laws  of 
fecial  compa6l,  princes,  by  their  ill  condudl,  have  forfeited 
their  titlw  tJ  fu4i  obedience.  The  forementioned  text  has  no 
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the  furprize  and  mortification  of  the  King,  there  Anno  'Mz* 
appeared  no  conflux  of  people   in  obedience  to 

other  direfl  meaning  than  a  general  precept,  founded  on  the 
common  principles  of  juftice,  fuch  as,  Give  unto  every  one 
his  due ;  and  ufed  at  this  time  by  Chrift  as  a  wife  and  cauti- 
ous evafion  of  the  perfecution  intended  him  by  the  Phariiees, 
The  dodlrine  preached  by  Chrift  to  his  followers  is  of  a  difirc- 
rent  ftamp  from  what  the  comments  of  time-ferving  priefts 
have  inferred  from   this   their  favorite  text,  *'  Render  unto 
Gacfar,  &c."  Chrift  forbids  his  difciples  to  admit  in  theirgo- 
vernments  the  pride,   the  pomp,   the  defpotifm,  that  at  this 
time  prevailed  in  the  heathen  ftates.    *'  The  kings  of  the 
Gentiles,    fays  he,  exercife  lordfhips   over  thein,  and  they 
that  exercife  authority  upon  them  are  called  benefaftois;  but 
you  (hall  not  do  fo :    bat  he  that  is  the  greatell  among  you, 
let  him  be  as  the  younger,  and  he  that  is  chief  as  he  that 
ferves."    The  doctrine  of  Chrill  afferted  the  equal  rights  of 
men;  he  not  only  recommended  to  his  difciples,    but  com- 
manded  them  to  preferve   that  equality  both  in  their  civil 
and  religious  inftitutions.  The  raatchlefs  Milton  has  obferv- 
ed,    that   no  government    comes   nearer    to   this  precept  ot 
Chrift  than   a  free  commonwealth,    v/herein   they  who  are 
greateft  are  perpetual  fervants  and  drudges   to  the  public  at 
their  own  coft  and  charges,  negleding  their  own  affairs,  yet 
are  not  elevated  above  their  brethren,    live  foberly  in  their 
houfes,  walk  the  ftreets   as  other  men,  may  bs  fpoken  with 
familiarly,  without  adoration.     As  the  doftrines    of  Chrift 
plainly  inculcated  the  freeft  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
Liberty,  in  oppofition  to  the  pride,  pomp,  and  power  of  the 
Jewifti  priefthood,    he  was  oppofed  with  acrimony;    and  at 
length  on  the  common  accufation  of  being  a  feditious  difturb- 
er  of  government,  crucified  by  the  intrigues  of  thefe  fpiritual 
tyrants,  who,  imagining  his  zeal  for  iuftice  would  make  him  s 

launch  out  into  unfeafonable  inve6lives  againll  the  monftrous 
abufed  power  of  the  Caefars,  tempted  him  with  that  enfnar- 
ing  queftion,  *•  Is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Csfar  or 
not?"  That  this  is  the  proper  expofition  of  this  text,  the  very 
queftion  itfelf,  wi;h  the  introductory  padage,  evidently 
proves.  "  Then  went  the  Pharifees,  and  took  counfel  how 
they  might  entangle  him  in  his  talk;  and  they  fent  unto  him 
their  difciples,  v^ith  the  Herodians,  faying,  Mafter,  we  know 
that  thou  art  true,  and  teacheft  the  ways  of  God  in  truth, 
neither  careft  thou  for  any  man,  for  thou  regardeft  not  the 
perfons  of  men ;  tell  us,  therefore,  what  thinkeft  thou,  is  it 
lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Csefar  or  not,"  Had  the  tendency 
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Anno  1642.  ]-,]s  proclamation.     His  horfe  to  the  number  of 
eight  hundred,  under  the  command   of  prince 

of  Chrift's  doftrine  been  that  of  paflive  obedience,  would  the 
Fharifees  have  thought  this  a  proper  queftion  to  enfnare  him  ? 
"  Thou  careft  nor  for  any  man,  faid  they,  neither  regardeft 
thou  the  perfons  of  men  (i.  e.  you  pay  no  adulation  to  pow- 
er) ;  tell  us,  therefore,  is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Caefar 
or  not?"  The  queftion  afked  is  not,  Whether  the  Jews,  from 
obligations  of  confcience,  were  bound  to  give  tribute  to  Caefar ; 
but.   Whether,  having  been  a  free  and  independant  people, 
they  could,  without  fin,  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Caefar, 
and  fubmit   to   the  Roman  yoke  ?    This    they   undoubtedly 
could  do,   becaufe  there  was,  at  this  time,  no  probable,  or 
hardly  poffible,    means  to  free  themfelves;    therefore  Chrift, 
perceiving  their  wicked  deiign,  evaded  the  entering  into  the 
particulars  of  the  cafe,  and  faid,     "  Why  tempt  ye  me,  ye 
hypocrites  ?   (i.  e.  why  do  you  pretend  fcruples  of  confcience 
to  enfnare  me?)-  fliew   me  the  tribute-money.     Then  they 
brought  unto  him  a  penny.  Whofe  image  and  fuperfcription 
is  it,  faid  our  Saviour  ?  They  faid  unto  him,  Caefar's.  Then 
faid  he  unto  them.  Render  therefore  unto  Casfar  the  things 
which   are  Caefar's,    and   unto  God    the   things   which  are 
God's."     Had  the  end  of  Chrift's  miflion  and  doiHirine  been 
the  eftablilliing  of  governments    on  the  balls  of  confcience, 
could  there  have  been  a  more  favorable  opportunity  than  was 
given  him  by  this  interrogation  of  the  Pharifees,  to  have  ex- 
patiated on  the  fubje£l  of  obedience  as  a  moral  and  religious 
duty  ?   But  this  would  have  been  aeontradifuon  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  doftrine,  which  evidently  tended  to  emancipate 
his  followers  from  the  fervile  yoke  and  cuftoms  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, to    aiTert    the  independency   and    free  agency  of  man, 
and  render  him  capable  of  attaining  that  fablime  degree  of 
mora]  and  religious  virtue    which    he   taught  and  praclifed ; 
an  example    impoffible  to  have  imitated,  had   his  difciples 
been  bound  by  religious  obligations  to  have  obeyed  the  fot- 
tifh  commands  of  their  Gentile  governors.     Kad  not  Chrilt 
intended  to  evade  acknowledg^ing  the  authority  of  Caefar,  he 
might  have  given  a  ready  anlwcr  to  the  qaeliion,  *'  Is  it  law- 
ful, &c,"  by  telling  the  Pharifees,  that  Csfar  was  their  fu- 
preme  governor  ;  that  kings  and  emperors  held   their  power 
by  the  particular  will  of  God  ;  that  they  were  earthly  repre- 
ientatives  of  the  majefiy  of  the  Deity  j    that  they  were   his 
vicef^erents  ;  and  that,  asfuch,  they  were  bound  in  confcience 
to  yield  obedience.     This  doctrine,  which  has   been   main- 
tained by  modern  divines,  would  from  i'uch  an  authority  iiave 
veiv  lufficientl/  enforced  the  precept  of  obedience  togover- 

nor% 
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Rupert,  lay  at  Leicefter*  ;  his  cannon  and  am-  Annoi^4z, 
munition  were  left  behind  at  York,  there  not 
having  been  foot  enough  levied  to  guard  it  in  its 
paflage  to  Nottingham.  Some  few  train-bands, 
which  Sir  John  Digby  (the  Iheriff  of  the  county ) 
had  drawn  together,  were  all  the  ftrength  he  had 
to  defend  his  own  perfon  ;  a  force  fo  much  infe- 
rior to  what  the  parliament  had  now  in  the  field, 
that  Sir  Jacob  Afhley,  ferjeant-major-general  of 
his  army,  told  him,  that  he  could  not  give  any 

nors,  whether  for  good  or  evil ;  but  Ghrlft,  in  his  anfwer, 
carefully  avoided  confounding  political  and  religious  obliea- 
tions,  or  uniting  the  circumftance  of  giving  tribute  to  Csfar 
with  the  idea  of  religious  duty.  On  being  told  that  the  image 
and  fuperfcription  of  the  penny  was  Csfar's,  **  Then,  faid 
he,  render  therefore  unto  Csfar  the  things  which  are  Ceefar's, 
and  unto  God  the  things  which  are  God's."  The  tempters, 
difappointed  of  their  defigns  by  this  unexpected  forbearance 
of  our  Saviour,  marvelled,  and  v/ent  their  way. 

The  famous  writer  of  the  Tory  party,  lord  Clarendon, 
has  adorned  the  heads  of  the  feveral  books  into  which  he  has 
divided  his  hiflory,  with  quaint,  though  not  always  perti- 
nent, texts  of  facred  fcripture;  and  in  that  very  performance, 
blames  the  popular  preachers  for  perverting  thofe  writings  to 
their  purpofes.  The  fame  paflage  in  v^hich  he  mentions  vvith 
difapprobation  feveral  apt  texts  which  thefe  had  made  ufe  of, 
he  ends  with,  *'  The  complaint  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel  might 
moil  truly  and  moft  feafonably  have  been  applied  :  There  is 
a  confpiracy  of  her  prophets  in  the  midit  thereof,  like  a  roar- 
ing lion  ravening  the  prey.  They  have  devoured  fouls,  they 
have  taken  the  treafure  and  precious  things,  they  have  made 
her  many  widows  in  the.  midii  thereof."  Clarendon,  in  a 
fecond  obfervation,  fuppofes  that  no  fin  can  be  more  reafon- 
ably  determined  to  be  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghofl,  than 
a  miniiter  of  Chrill  turning  rebel  againft  his  prince.  In  the 
do(flrine  of  the  moil:  fanatic  fedaries,  is  there  to  be  found  {o 
abfurd  a  conclufion  ?   Clar.  Hifl^   vol.  IL  p.  17,  ^S  feq. 

*  Clarendon  fays,  rhat  this  bodyof  horfe,  the  only  ilrength 
the  King  had  to  depend  on,  were  few  of  them  better  armed 
than  with  fwords ;  that  they  were  not  half  the  number  of  the 
enemy's  horfe,  excellently  well  armed  and  appointed.  Clar, 
}jfji.  Vol.  il,  p.  1,  ^'J'eq. 

2  afTu  ranee 
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Anno  1642-  afilirance  that  he  might  not  be  taken  out  of  his« 
bed,  if  the  rebels  fhould  make  an  attempt  to  that 
purpofe.  Whilfl  himfelf  and  his  friends  were  ru- 
minating on  the  peril  of  their  fituation,  they  re- 
ceived the  m.ortifying  intelligence,  that  Portf- 
mouth,  befieged  by  fea  and  land  by  the  parlia- 
ment's forces,  would  be  reduced  in  a  few  days*; 
and  that  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  who  it  was  ex- 
peded  would  have  gathered  a  power  fufficient 
to  relieve  Portfmouth,  was  driven  out  of  the 
Weftf. 

*  Jt  was  the  fuppofition  that  Goring  was  enabled  to  pre- 
serve this  important  town  which  engaged  the  King  to  declare 
himfelf  ib  early.  That  it  was  not  longer  defended  againilthe 
patiianient's  forces,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  ill  condudl  of 
the  governor,  Vv/ho,  though  having  been  equally  entrufted 
by  both  parties,  he  had  received  large  fums  from  each,  to 
vifflual  and  fortify  the  place ;  yet  on  the  important  crifis 
when  he  was  obliged  to  declare  himfelf,  he  was  fo  ill  provided 
for  a  liege,  that  on  the  parliament's  fecuring  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  by  imprifoning  its  governor,  the  earl  of  Portland,  a 
fufpefted  Papiit,  and  fending  a  troop  of  horfe,  with  the  train^ 
bands  of  the  neighboring  county,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
William  Waller,  to  invell:  Portfmouth  ;  Goring  was  obliged 
tofuirender  the  town,  on  condition  of  leave  to  tranfport 
himfelf  beyond  feaj  and  his  ofRcers  to  repair  to  the  King. 
Clarendon  fays,  that  though  Goring's  chief  dependance  for 
money  and  provifions  was  on  the  lile  of  Wight,  yet  he  neg- 
lected to  fecure  the  caiile  and  block-houfe  which  guarded  th$ 
paiTage,  and  that  thofe  revolted  to  the  parliament  as  foon  as 
he  declared  for  the  King.  Whhlock^  p.  60,  Clar,  Hifi.  vol.1, 
p.  550,    l^ Jeq.    and  vol.  II.   p.  15.    Pari,  Htjl.  vol.  XI.  p. 

f  The  King  expeded  great  things  to  be  performed  in  his 
favor  by  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  who  had  the  alTift^nce  of  the 
lords  Pav/let,  Hopton,  Stav/el,  Coventry,  Berkley,  and 
Windham,  with  many  other  gentlemen  of  interelt  and  pro- 
perty in  the  Wefbern  parts.  The  marquis  of  Hertford  wrote 
in  the  following  triumphing  flyle  to  the  queen  :  "  I  am  with 
all  fpeed  to  repair  to  the  W>il:,  to  put  his  mtijefcy's  commif- 
fion  of  array  in  execution,  which  I  make  no  doubt  to  per- 
form without  any  great  diiHculty,  if  Gcd  fo  prcfper  us  as  I  truft 

he 
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The  King,  in  his  way  to  Nottingham,  had  at-  Anne  164a. 
tempted  Coventry,  but  this  fpirited  city  fhut 
their  gates  upon  him,  fired  at  his  men,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  retire.  In  that  anxiety  of  mind  which 
circumftances  alarming  as  thefe  occafioned, 
heightened  by  fuperflitious  apprehenfions  arifmg 
from  the  accident  of  the  ftandard's  being  blown 
down  by  a  high  wind  *,  the  nobility  about  the 
King  preffed  him  to  fend  an  immediate  mefTage 
to  the  parliament,  with  overtures  of  peace;  but 
the  obftinacy  of  this  prince's  temper  was  rather 
encreafed  than  fubdued  by  oppofition:  "  No 
misfortunes  attending  my  endeavor  to  defend 
myfelf  (faid  he)  can  expofe  me  to  more  evil  than 
a  treaty  at  thisjundlure,  where  I  mufl  be  under- 
llood  to  be  willing  to  yield  to  whatfoever  they 
(hall  require  of  me  ~t*."  Thus  refolved,  the  King 
broke  up  the  council;  but  the  next  day  the  earl 
of  Southampton,    a  man  of  reputation  with  the 

.party,  re-urged  the  advice,  as  an  expedient 
which    might  do  good,  and  could   do  no  harm  : 

^that  the  King's  propofitions  for  peace  would  in 

he  will  in  fogood  a  caufe.  We  fhall  then  fhortly,  I  hope,  be 
blelt  with  your  majeily's  long  wifhed-for  prefence,  and  hey 
then  down  go  they ;  and  to  our  greater  encouragement, 
Sampfon  (Goring)  is  come  over  to  us.  Your  majeily  may 
perceive  that  I  hope  well,  that  I  prefume  to  be  thus  merry 
with  you."  Hertford  was  driven  out  of  the  Weft  by  the 
afliftance  of  the  yeomanry  only,  the  prime  gentry  of  thofe 
parts  being,  for  reafons  already  fpecified,  engaged  for  the 
king.  Pari.  Htji,  vol.  XL  p.  365.   Clar.  Hiji.  vol.  If.  p.  4. 

*  Clarendon  very  gravely  enumerates  this  accident  among 
the  ill  prefages  which  attended  the  melancholy  ftate  of  the 
King's  affairs.  Clar.  HiJl,  vol,  I.  p.  557. 

f  The  King  imagined  that  no  other  ill  confequences  could. 

attend  his  pufhing  matters  to  the  utmoft  extremi'y,  than  the 

•  facrifice  of  his  followers.  His  perfon  and  office  he  thought  too 

eflential  to  the  government  of  the  country,  to  fuifer  from  the 

all  chances  offo  unpromifmga  war. 

I  all 
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Anno  1642.  all  probability  be  rejedled ;  and  therefore  it  would 
bind  him  to  no  conditions :  that  it  would  incline 
the  people  more  to  ferve  him :  that  the  parliament 
had  before  Sherborn,  Portfmouth,  and  North- 
ampton, three  feveral  armies,  the  leafl:  of  which 
was  (Irong  enough  to  drive  him  out  of  his  do- 
minions :  that  it  was  better  to  feem  to  defire 
peace  ^5  which  would  render  him  gracious  to  the 
people,  than  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  taken  pri- 
foner:  that  if  the  parliament  refufed  to  treat, 
they  would  lofe  the  hearts  of  the  people,  who 
would  then  believe  that  the  war  was,  on  his  ma- 
jclly's  part,  purely  defenfive  :  that  the  overture 
would  necelTarily  produce  fome  paufe  and  delay 
in  their  motions,  by  the  debate  it  would  occa- 
fjon :  that  his  majefty  fo  far  from  flackening  his 
preparations,  might  be  more  vigorous  in  haften- 
ing  the  levies  for  which  his  commifTions  were  out. 
This  laft  confideration  prevailed  on  the  King : 
the  earls  of  Southampton  and  Dorfet,  Sir  John 
Colepeper  and  Sir  William  Udal,  were  fent  with 
a  meffage,  to  the  following  purport,  to  the  two 
houfes-j- :  That  the  King  had,  with  unfpeakable 
grief  of  heart,  long  beheld  the  diftradlions  of  his 
kingdom;  that  his  foul  was  full  of  anguifli,  till 
he  could  nnd  fome  remedy  to  prevent  the  miferies 
which  were  ready  to  overwhelm  the  nation  by  a 
civil  war.  After  a  long  exordium  of  the  fame 
nature,  the  King  propounded  to  the  parliament, 
to  appoint  perfons  to  treat  with  a  like  number 
authorized  by  him.  After  many  general  profef- 
ficns  that  nothing  iliould  be  wanting  on  his  part 

*  Clarendon  owns,  that  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that  the 
King's  propofitions  for  peace  would  be  rejeded;  and  that,  for 
this  reafon,   thev  ought  to  be  made.  Clar.  Hift,  vol.  II.  p.  6, 

f  The  third  day  after  the  ftandard  was  fet  up. 

which 
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which  might  advance  the  true  Proteftant  religion.  Anno  164a. 
oppofe  Popery  and  fuperftition,  and  fecure  the 
law  of  the  Jand,  on  which  was  built  as  well  his 
juft  prerogative,  as  the  property  and  liberty  of 
the  fubjedl,  he  concluded  with  afluring  them, 
that  nothing  but  his  Chriftian  and  pious  care  to 
prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  had  begot  the  mo- 
tion, his  provifion  of  men,  arms,  and  money, 
being  fufficient  to  fecure  him  from  violence,  till 
it  pleafed  God  to  open  the  eyes  of  his  people. 

The  earl  of  Southampton  and  Sir  John  Cole- 
peper  arrived  in  town  before  the  reft  of  the  em- 
bafly.  Southampton  went  ftraight  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  took  his  place;  but  as  he  had  declared 
hoftilities   againft  the  parliament,    by  attending 
the  King's  ftandard,  he  had  fcarce  fet  down  when 
he  was  ordered  to  withdraw*.     Having  informed 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  a  meffage  from  the  King, 
the  gentleman-ufher  was  fent  after  him,  to  require 
him  to  deliver  it.     On   his  pleading  the  King's 
command  to  deliver  it  himfeif  to  the  houfe,  they 
pafied  an   order  for  his  fending  it;    and  com- 
manded him  to  depart  the  town  immediately,  on 
his  peril,  acquainting  him,    that  the  reafon  why 
they  did  not  further  proceed  againit  him,  at  this 
time,  was  his  being  employed  by  the  King  in  bu- 
finefs  to  the  houfe.     Sir  John  Colepeper,    who, 
at  the  fame  juncture  attended  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, by  a  more  modeft  condudl  had  gained  ad- 

*  Though  the  Lords  could  not  have  afled  otherwlfe  than 
as  related,  without  condemning  the  caufe  they  Hood  engaged 
to  defend,  yet  Glarendoa  animadverts  on  the  tranfadlion  as 
an  abfurd  conda*;:!:  in  the  upper  houfe,  who  had  always  been 
uied  to  treat  a  privy-counfellor  with  refpeft,  not  to  let  South- 
ampton, againft  whom,  he  faid,  no  public  objeftion  had 
been  raade,  deliver  a  meffage  from  the  King,  in  his  owa 
place,  as  a  member.   C/ar.  WJi.  vcl.  II.  p.  8. 

niittance. 
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'Anno  1642.  mittance.  On  his  forbearing  to  go  into  the  houfe 
till  he  had  aflced  leav^e,  they  permitted  him  to  de- 
liver his  melTage  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe;  but  im- 
mediately to  withdraw.  The  parliament  wafted 
no  time  in  unnecefTary  difputes  :  within  two  days 
a  meflage  was  difpatched  to  the  King,  in  which 
they  told  him.  That  till  he  fhould  recall  his  pro- 
clamations and  declarations,  whereby  the  earl  of 
EfTex  and  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  thofe 
who  had  obeyed  and  executed  their  commands, 
were  declared  traitors ;  and  till  the  ftandard  was 
taken  down,  they  could  not,  by  the  fundamental 
privileges  of  parliament,  the  public  truft  repofed 
in  them,  or  the  good  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
give  any  other  anfwer  to  his  propofaL  The  fud- 
den  determination  of  this  buHnefs  gave  fuch  an 
alarm  to  the  royalifts,  that  the  King  was  advifed 
to  give  over  his  thoughts  of  conqueft,  to  make 
all  imaginable  hafte  to  London,  and  appear  in 
parliament,  before  they  had  any  item  of  his  in- 
tention *.  This  feafonable  propolition  was  re- 
jedled  with  difdain;  but  the  parliament  having 
lent  down  their  principal  omcers  to  Northamp- 
ton, to  put  that  army,  which  lay  adjacent  to  the 
King's  quarters,  in  a  readinefs  to  march,  it  was 
thought  necelTary  to  amufe  them  by  another  mef- 
fage;  in  which  the  King  promifed  to  recall  his 
proclamations  and  declarations,  provided  they 
would  revoke  theirs  againft  thofe  who  had  afiifted 

*  The  advice  of  returning  to  London,  in  all  probability, 
came  from  Southampton  and  Colepeper ;  fuch  a  courfe  hav- 
ing been  ftrenuoufly  recommended  to  them  by  thofc  of  the 
parliamentary  party,  who  wilhed  well  to  the  King.  It  was 
very  difagreeable  to  the  felfifhnefs  of  Hyde,  who  expeded  no 
preferment  from  parliament :  he  triumphs  in  the  King*s  fa- 
tal obllinacy  ;  and  fays  it  mull  be  folely  imputed  to  the 
King's  own  refolution  that  he  took  not  the  courfe  advifed  by 
his  beft. friends.  Ciar.  Bijl.  vol,  II.  p.  9, 

him. 
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tim^.  The  parliament,  perceiving  the  King's  Anno  164%. 
aim,  immediately,  difpatched  the  mefiengerf 
with  an  anfv\^er, '  in  which  they  accufed  the 
King  with  the  duplicity  of  his  conducl,  of  hoilile 
inftrudions  fent  to  his  commiflloners  of  array, 
fince  his  pacific  profeffions :  they  required  him 
to  difband  his  forces,  and  return  to  his  parlia- 
ment, where  he  would  find  fuch  expreflions  of 
their  fidelity  and  duty,  as  fliould  aiTure  him  that 
his  fafety\,  honor,  and  greatnefs,  could  only  be 
found  in  the  affedions  of  his  people,  and  in  their 
fincere  counfels  J. 

*  In  this  meflage  the  King  denied  that  he  had  ever  declared 
both  houfes  of  parliament  traitors,  or  defigned  to  fet  up  his 
ftandard  againft  them;  though,  in  his  proclamation  for  fup- 
prefling  the  prefent  rebellion,  under  the  command  of  Roberfi 
earl  of  ElTex,  he  declares  him  and  his  adherents  traitors ; 
and  fays,  that  that  infolent  and  prodigious  commiilion  of 
captain-general  over  the  v^hole  kingdom  of  England,  and 
dominion  of  Wales,  was  granted  the  faid  earl,  in  the  name 
of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Were  not  the  King's  dif- 
tindions  more  refined  and  more  unintelligible  than  that  which 
the  parliament  made  between  the  perfonal  and  political  ca- 
pacity of  the  King;  a  diilinflion  which  has  been  fo  much 
IcofFed  at  by  thofe  who  cannot,  or  will  not  fee  the  real  differ- 
ence which  exifts  in  this  cafe?  Rujhnjuorth,  vol.  IV .  p.  769. 

t  The  lord  Falkland,  who  brought  this  fecond  meffage, 
was  received  in  the  fame  manner  as  had  been  Sir  John  Cole- 
peper.   Pari.  Wfi.  vol.  XI.  p.  4-13. 

X  The  King  having  Tent  a  third  meflage  to  the  parlia- 
ment, in  which  he  endeavoured  to  exculpate  himfelf,  and 
throw  the  entire  blame  of  the  war  on  them,  they  returned 
the  following  anfwer  :  That  when  they  confidered  the  op- 
preflions,  rapines,  firing  of  houfes,  and  murders,  committed 
on  his  majefty's  good  fubjeiSs,  even  now  a  treaty  was  pro- 
pounded by  thofe  men  whom  he  thought  himfelf  bound  in 
confcience  and  honor  toprotefl,  as  perfons  doing  their  duty, 
they  could  not  think  that  he  had  done  all  v>^hich  was  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  prefent  dillraftions ;  That  they  had 
offered  to  him  every  thing  a  treaty  could  produce ;  viz.  Se- 
curity, honor,,  fervice,  fupport,  and  all  other  eftefts  of  loyal, 
humble,  faithful   fubjedion,  feeking   nothing   but  that  re- 

-VoL.  III.  ^  %  ligion. 
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Anno  164s.  Xo  encourage  thofe  who  had  lent  large  funds 
deXrltion  to  the  piiblic,  the  two  houfes  publiflied  a  decla- 
otpariia-  ration,  in  which  they  protefted,  that  they  would 
not  lay  down  their  arms  till  the  King  had  with- 
drawn his  protedion  from  delinquents,  and  left 
them  to  the  juflice  of  the  parliament,  that  they 
might  ferve  as  a  warning  to  fucceeding  genera- 
tions, bear  thofe  burthens  which  the  common- 
wealth had  fuffered  fince  his  majefty's  departure 
from  his  parliament,  and  repay  thofe  large  fums 
which  his  well-affedled  fubjeds  had  lent  to  the 
affiflance  of  the  commonwealth.  This  declara- 
tion, intended  to  encourage  the  vigor  and  fpirit 
of  the  party,  not  being  feconded  by  adlion,  was 
attended  with  evil  confequences ;  it  convinced 
all  thofe  who  had  a6ted  for  the  King,  that  the 

ligion,  Liberty,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  fafety  of 
the  parliament,  might  be  fecured  from  the  open  violence 
and  cunning  praftices  of  a  wicked  party :  That  there  were 
no  competent  perions  to  treat  between  the  King  and  parlia- 
ment :  That  by  perfifting  to  fhield  wicked  inftruments  he 
endangered  himfelfand  kingdom,  whilft  they  were  willing 
to  hazard  themlelves  to  preferve  both  ;  That  his  protefla- 
tions  of  regard  to  his  Proteftant  fubjefts  of  Ireland,  or  refo- 
iution  to  maintain  the  religion  and  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
could  not  give  fatisfaclion  to  reafonable  men,  whilil  Irifh 
rebels,  with  their  agents,  were  admitted  to  his  prefence 
with  grace  and  favor,  and  fome  of  them  employed  in  his 
fervice  ;  whilH:  cloaths,  munition,  korfe,  and  other  necef- 
faries  bought  by  the  parliament  for  the  fupply  of  the  army 
againll  the  Jrilh  rebels  were  violently  taken  away,  by  his 
command,  and  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  an  unnatural 
war  againfl  his  people  here  :  That  notvvithflanding  this*  if 
he  would  be  pieafed  to  come  back  to  his  parliament,  with- 
out his  forces,  they  fhould  be  ready  to  fecure  his  royal  per- 
fon,  crown,  and  dignity,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes; 
That  his  prefence  in  his  great  council  was  the  only  means 
of  a  treaty  with  hope  of  fuccefs  :  That  they  only  intended 
the  good  of  the  kingdom,  and  were  not  to  be  diverted  from 
that  end  by  any  private  or  felf-refpedls  whatfoever*  ParL 
liijl,  vol.  XI.  p.  423,  l^  ftq. 

prefervation 
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prefervation  of  their  fortunes  depended  on  the  Anno  1642, 
fupport  of  his  power:  the  moderate  royalifts, 
who,  though  they  had  been  incited  by  miftaken 
interefl  and  puerile  prejudices  to  ad  againft  the 
public  peace,  wilhed  well  to  the  freedom  of  the 
conftitution,  grown  defperate  by  this  ill-timed 
threat,  entered  into  the  mod  violent  counfels  of 
the  party.  The  King's  levies,  and  other  warlike 
preparations,  from  this  period  were  carried  on 
with  great  expedition.  The  parliament,  on  their 
fide,  ordered  the  difperfed  bodies  of  their  troops 
to  march  to  Northampton  ^.  When  the  earl  of 
EfTeXj  who  had  been  attended  out  of  town  with 
great  pomp,  amidfh  the  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple, joined  the  army,  it  amounted  to  fifteen 
thoufand  men*  The  King  found  it  necelTary  to 
decamp  from  Nottingham,  and  retire  into  the 
Weft-f .  Nothing  would  have  been  more  eafy, 
in  this  his  retreat,  or  whilft  he  lay  at  Notting- 
ham, than  for  the  parliament's  troops  to  have 
difTipated  the  fmall  handful  of  his  followers  i 
and  either  to  have  taken  him  prifoner,  or  oblige 
ed  him  to  fly  the  kingdom  J  :  But  this  oppor- 

*  All  pfofpefl  of  peace  being  now  Vanlfhed,  and  the  na- 
tion already  plunged  in  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  the  parlia- 
ment pafTed  an  order  for  fupprefling  ftage-plays,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  public  calamities,  and  another  for  the 
banifhment  of  the  Capuchin  friars  at  Somerfet  houfe,  and 
demolifhing  all  the  monuments  of  idolatry  there  erefled. 
FarL    Hiji.  vol.  XI.  p.  41 1,  ^ff  fiq. 

t  The  King,  for  want  of  draught-horfes,  had  not  been 
yet  able  to  bring  up  his  artillery  from  York. 

X  It  has  been  imagined,  that  the  popular  leaders,  from 
motives  of  policy,  neglefted  to  take  this  advantage  of  the 
King's  weak  condition  ;  but  I  cannot  fee  that  the  protrac- 
tion of  the  war  promifed  any  other  advantages  to  the  moil 
fanguine  of  the  party,  than  thofe  which  would  have  natu- 
rally flowed  from  this  event,  in  concurrence  with  the  King's 
reftlefs  defire  of  rule,  and  his  promptnefs  to  enter  into  im- 

Z  2  prudei^C 
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Anno  164-' tunity  was  milTed  by  the  too  cautious  difpofitiofr 
of  the  earl  of  EfTex,  who  had  not  yet  received 
his  inftrudions  -,  a  fatal  neglect,  occafioned  by 
the  fanguine  hopes  of  the  parliamentary  leaders, 
who,  depending  on  the  King's  unpopular  cha- 
racter, and  judging  the  fentiments  of  the  fickle 
vulgar  by  the  liberal  warmth  and  manly  ileadi- 
nefs  of  their  own  feelings,  regarded  it  as  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  raife  a  force  fufficient  to  en- 
counter tiheir  army  ^  ^  that  the  nobility  and 
gentry  would  foon  be  weary  of  maintaining  the 

I  troops  already  on  foot  -,  and  thus  they  fhould  ac- 

Gomplifh  their  defigns  without  fpilling  the  blood 
of  their  countrymen.  This  fond  hope  loft  the 
favorable  moment  which  would  have  reftored, 
with  triumph  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  the  pub- 
lic peace.  A  moment  irretrievable,  fmce  the 
deftrudion  of  that  caufe  was  the  fatal  confe- 
quence  of  the  protra6ted  war. 
Kin  Charles  was  fuffered  to  retreat  to  Shrewfbury, 

retreats  to    without  Hioleftation  :  when  he   arrived  at  Wel- 

shrewibury.  jingt^oH  -f ,  he  caufcd  his  military  orders  to  be 
read  at  the  head  of  each  regiment.  After  this 
ceremony,  himfelf  addreifed  the   troops  in   the 

prudent  meafures,  flimulated  by  the  petulant  intrigues  of 
the  queen  and  her  party. 

*  The  dilatorinefs  of  proceedings,  in  this  important  buii- 
nefs,  muft  be  entirely  imputed  to  the  lower  houfe  :  the 
Lords  fent  (everal  meflages  to  them,  to  haflen  the  inftruc- 
tions,  which,  they  faid,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  general 
before  he  marched  the  army.  It  is  faid,  that  Mr.  Pym  and 
Mr.iHamden  faid  to  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard,  That  the  King 
could  never  be  able  to  raife  an  army,  to  oppofe  the  parlia- 
ment. Had  not  thefe  two  great  patriots  thought  too  highly 
of  the  grofs  and  fervile  conceptions  of  the  multitude,  much 
mifchief  would  have  been  avoided.  Heath's  Chronicles , 
ed.  1676,  p.  36- 

f  Within  a  day's  march  of  Shrewfbury,  the  place  he  had 
appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  his  whole  army. 

following. 
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following  llyle  :  He  could  not  fufpe^i  their  refo-  Anno  1642. 
iution  ;  their  confcience,  their  loyalty,  had 
brought  them  together  to  fight  for  their  religion, 
their  King,  and  the  laws  of  the  land;  they  fliould 
meet  with  no  enemies  but  traitors,  mod  of  them 
Browniils,  Anabaptills,  and  Atheifls,  who  de- 
fired  to  deftroy  both  church  and  ftate,  by  whom 
they  had  already  been  condemned  for  their  loy- 
alty to  the  King :  that  they  might  fee,  he  faid, 
v/hat  uie  he  intended  to  make  of  their  valor,  if 
it  pleafed  God  to  blefs  it  with  fuccefs,  he  thought 
€t  to  publifli  his  refolution  in  a  proteflation.  He  Proteftation. 
did  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God, 
that  he  Vs'ould  defend  the  true  Proteftant  religi- 
on, eftabliihed  in  the  church  of  England ;  he 
defired  to  govern  by  the  known  laws  of  the 
land  •, -he  did  folemnly  and  faithfully  promife  to 
maintain  the  juft  privileges  and  freedom  of  par- 
liament, and  particularly  to  obferve  thofe  laws 
to  which  he  had  affented ;  if  the  great  necefTity 
and  flraits  into  which  he  was  driven  did  beget 
any  violation  of  thefe,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
imputed,  by  God  and  man,  to  the  authors  of  the 
war,  and  not  to  him,  who  had  fo  earneftly  la- 
bored for  the  prefervation  and  peace  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Th^  multitude,  whofe  blind,  fatal  credulity 
130  experience  can  enlighten,  fwallowed  the  airy 
bait ;  nor  could  the  well  knov/n  infmcerity  of 
the  King's  temper,  nor  the  neceffity  of  his  cir- 
cumftances,  enforcing  him  to  fpeak  a  language 
foreign  to  his  nature  and  his  prejudices,  prevent 
the  vulgar  of  all  ranks  from  being  caught  by  the 
cajoling  fpeeches  which  he  made  to  the  people 
in  all  the  counties  as  he  paiTed.  The  inhabitants 
of  Derby,  Stafford,  and  Shropfhire,  returned  his 
liattery   with  palTionate  exprefiions  of  atfedtion 
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Anno  1642.  to  h'ls  pcrfon,  and  adherence  to  his  fortunes  :  in 
Shrewfbury  he  met  with  as  favorable  a  reception, 
a  fmall  party  of  parliamentarians  having  been 
driven  out  of  the  town  by  the  very  fame  of  his 
popularity  "^^    He  was  no  longer  in  want  of  mo- 

The  King      x      r  J  ^       r  ^^      i  1   •  •    1       1      • 

^a'ins  re       ncy  ',  thc  gentry  not  only  lupplied  him  with  their 

cruits  of      purfes,  but  their  plate  ;  and  undertook,  at  their 

rid"aI^T^' own  charge,  to  make  levies  of  horfe  and  foot. 

The  two  univerfities,  who,  to  the  difgrace  of 

fcience  and  academic  breeding,  had  ever  been 

the  fervile  tools  of  the  court,  poured  in  their 

Clarendon's  hoai'dcd  trcafurcs,  both  private  and  public,  to 

fijpport  it  in  its  tottering  (late  f . 


Hift.  vol.  II. 

p.  24. 


*  This  town,  declarfng  for  the  King,  gave  him  a  commu- 
nication with  all  North-Wales.  Elfex,  among  his  other 
omiffions,  neglefled  the  fecuring  Shrewfbury,  which  would 
have  deprived  the  King  of  this  advantage. 

f  This  learned  body,  by  cajolements  and  promifes,  im- 
pofed  on  the  lord  Say,  or  the  King  would  have  been  de- 
prived of  this  refource.  Sir  John  Byron  had  been  driven, 
by  the  parliament's  forces,  out  of  Oxford ;  and  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  fecure  the  place  by  garrifon, 
being  of  importance  by  its  ftrength,  its  iituation  in  a  plenti- 
ful country,  and  its  vicinity  to  London,  befides  its  being 
notorioufly  difafFefted  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty.  A  counfel 
thu?  wife  and  provident  was  rejedled.  The  lord  Say,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county,  through  an  ill-timed  affedation  to 
patronize  learning,  complied  with  the  inclinations  of  the 
imiveriity,  whofe  head-olHcers  had  waited  on  him  in  a  body, 
and,  with  many  fiattering  proteflations,  engaged  themfelves 
not  to  a£l  againPc  the  parliament.  The  more  vigilant  Oliver 
Cromwell,  a  member  for  the  town  of  Cambridge,  had 
feized  on  the  msgazine  lodged  in  the  caftle,  and  hindered 
the  carrying  off  plate  from  that  univerfity  to  the  value  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  but  they  afterwards  found  mean§ 
to  convey  their  treafure  to  the  King,  v/ho  was  fo  well  fup- 
pHed  with  gold  and  iiiver,  that  he  eredled  a  mint  at  Shrewf- 
bury ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  there  was  no  want  of  metal, 
for  Clarendon  complains  that,  for  the  fcarcity  of  workmen 
and  imlruments,  they  could  not  coin  quite  one  thoufand 
pounds  a  week  :  "  The  King,  fays  this  hiftorian,  caufing  all 
his  owfi  plate  for  the  krviceof  his  houfhold,  to  be  delivered 

intp 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  common  caufe,  a  piece  Anno  1642. 
of  mockery  was  kept  up  between  the  King  and  Fallacious 
the  Papifts :  whilft  thefe  took  the  oaths  of  fu-  the  King 
premacy  and  allegiance,  and  made  formal  profef-  ^"'^  Papifts. 
(ion  of  Proteftantifm,  the  King  publifhed  a  pro- 
clamation, commanding  the  laws  to  be  put  in 
execution  againft  recufants ;  direded  the  judges 
to  enquire  into   this  bufmefs,   on  their  circuits  ♦, 
and  forbad  that  any  fhould  be  employed  in   his 
fervice,   who  refufed  to  take  the  oaths.     Whilfl: 
he  refided  at  York,  his  court  was  crouded  with 
i:onverts  * ;  they  obtained  employments  of  im- 

into  the  mint,  made  all  other  men  think  theirs  was  the  lefs 
worth  preferving."  Abfurd  obfervation  !  becauie  the  King, 
to  pay  an  army  he  had  raifed  to  fupport  bis  authority,  facri- 
iiced  his  plate,  did  it  leiTen  the  value  of  other  mens*  ?  Wkit- 
lock,  p.  60.    Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XL  p.  588. 

*  A  letter  of  intelligence  of  the  late  affairs  in  Yorkfhire. 
which  the  parliament  had  received,  mentions,  that  lince  the 
JS.ing*s  proclamation  for  raifing  his  ftandard,  there  were  great 
rejoicings  among  the  Papifts,  who  flocked  from  Ireland,  Lan- 
calhire,  and  all  parts  of  Yorkfhire  to  York ;  that  the  King 
had  fent  out  warrants,  to  call  to  his  fervice  all  recufants, 
horfe,  and  arms ;  and  that  many  recufants,  to  make  them- 
felves  capable  of  command,  did  refort  to  church.  Doubtlefs, 
animadverts  the  letter,  the  King's  defign  muffc  be  otherwife 
jhan  is  expreffed  in  the  proclamation  for  raifing  the  ftandard  ; 
for  if  it  were  the  defence  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  the  privilege  of  parliament,  fo  often  re- 
peated, we  conceive  the  Papifts,  who  hate  them  all,  would 
not  fo  much  rejoice,  nor  fhew  themfelves  fo  forward  to  affift 
the  fervice.  This  letter  farther  advifes,  that  the  earl  of 
Cumberland,  lord  Saville,  lord  Fauconberg,  all  or  moft  of 
the  commiffioners  of  a,rray,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the 
coanty,  met  in  the  deanery  at  York,  and  there,  v/ith  great 
fecrecy,  framed  a  petition,  which  they  fent  up  to  the  parlia- 
inent ;  but  that,  when  it  was  divulged,  it  was  difliked  by 
a  great  number  of  the  gentry  of  the  county  :  that  there  were 
continual  meetings  and  confultations  at  the  deanery,  of  dan- 
.gerous  and  high  confequence,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
.la-nd,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubje^ls  to  join  in  afTociations 
.?^ith  oth«r  coupties ;  to  .maintain  the  petition  ;  to  raife  an 
'  Z  4      "  arm^ 
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Anno  1642.  portance  in  his  army,  and  were  made  commifliGr 
ners  of  array  :   among   the  inhabitants    of   the 

army  of  horfe  and  foot;  to  conftrain  all  perfons  to  contri- 
bute to  the  charge  ;  and  to  difarm   and  imprifon   all  fuch 
gentlemen  as  either  oppofed  thefe  oppreffions,  or  denied  their 
afTent :  that  the  officers  of  the  train-bands  had  already  taken 
both  money  and  arrns  from  the  people  :   that  the  houfes   of 
the  gentry  of  the  country,    adverfe  to  thefe  meafures,  had 
been  pillaged  by  the  King's  army  ;  in  particular  Sir  Henry 
C.holmondeley's    and    Mr.    Marwood's   houfes ;    that    Mrs. 
Marwood  and  her  fervants  were  threatened  with  death  to  dif- 
cover  where  her  hufband  was,   whom  they  threatened  to  cut 
in  pieces  before  her  face,   calling  her  Proteftant  whore,   and 
Puritan  whore  :  that  they  broke  open  feventeen  locks,   took 
away  money  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
and   all  the  plate  they  could  find  :  that  many  loofe  people 
threatened  to  pillage  and  deftroy  all  the  roundheads,   under 
which  name  they  comprehended  all  fuch  as  did  not  go  their 
ways.   The  letter  iinifhes  with  a  propofal  which  the  parliamen  t 
complied   with  ;  viz.  that  they  fhould  pafs   an  order,   that 
thofe  fubjefts  who  fuffered  in  their  eilates  by  the  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  cavaliers,  Ihouid  have  full  reparatioa  and  damage 
out  of  the  eilates   of   fuch   perfons   of  wealth,  who,   with 
their  prefence  and   alTiftance,   did  countenance  thefe  difor- 
ders ;    that  a  fufficient   proportion   of  powder,    arms,   &c„ 
Ihould  be  fent  down,   to  furnifh  thofe  whom  the  malignant 
party  had  difarmed  ;  and  that  commifiions  for  fuppreffing 
infurreflions   and   unlav«Aful  tumults  Ihould    be    fent  down. 
Lord  Clarendon,  who  dilates  largely  on  fome  rapines  which 
were  committed  by  the  parliament-party  on  the  houfes  and 
property  of  Papifts,  is  both  filent  on  the  order  which  pafled 
both  houies  againil  thefe  plunderers,  and  on  the  many  enor- 
mities of  the  like  nature  which  were  committed  by  the  roy- 
aliils  in  Yorklhire,    and   in  every  county  where  they  were 
not  kept  under  by  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  their  opponents. 
This  petition,  which^  in  a  manner,  threatened  the  parliament 
with  the  petitioners  taking  up  arms  againfl  their  authority  ; 
and,  with  infinite  exaggerations,  mentions  fome  devaitations 
which  Sir  John  Hotham  had  been  neceffitated  to  commit  in 
his  defence  of  the  town  of  Hull,  and  which  the  parliament 
^  had  promifed   to  repair  to  the  fufFerers,  was   termed  by  the 

Lords,  one  of  the  highefl:  and  moft  infolent  petitions  which 
ever  came  before  them,  and  for  v/hich  they  were  refolved  to 
have  juiHce.     Pari,  Hijl,  vol.  XI.  p.  335,^  fe^.  381,  ^ 

/^^40S-  .  ,, 
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weftern  parts  of  England,  who  had  exprefled  a  ^""°  ^^'^** 
more  abundant  affection  to  the  King,  were  many 
Fopiili  reculants  -,  a  treaty  for  a  loan  was  foon  fee 
on  foot,  and  a  large  contribution  obtained,  on 
the  pretence  of  advancing  two  or  three  years  of 
compofition- money  ^.  Such  indeed  was  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  country  for  granting  loans  and 
contributions,  that,  from  the  low  flate  the  King 
was  in  at  Nottingham,  within  twenty  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Shrewfbury,  he  found  himfeif  in  a 
condition  to  meet  the  parliamentary  forces  ;  his 
army,  amounting  to  Cix  thoufand  foot  and  two 
thoufand  hqrfe,  was  furnifhed  with  arms  from  the 
Nottingham  train-bands  y,  and  the  armories  of 
the  noblemen  and  gentry  affeded  to  the  caufe  J, 
It  was  attended  by  a  good  train  of  artillery,  aug- 
mented by  carriage-horfes  and  waggons,  prepared 
by  the  parliament  for  the  lervice  of  Ireland  ;  and 
which  the  King  feizcd  on,  as  they  lay  at  Chefter 
ready  for  tranfportation  §. 

This  unexpedfed  dawn  of  fortune  v/as  bright- 
ened by  a  fmall  advantage  prince  Rupert  had 
gained,  in  a  fkirmiili  at  Worcefter,  where  colonel 

*  The  compofition  itfelf  being  a  fufpenfion  of  eflablifhed 
laws,  was  an  illegal  compad  ;  ic  made  the  King's  procla- 
mation on  the  fubjedl  of  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againil: 
recufants  a  contemptible  farce,  iince  thofe  with  whom  he  had 
made  compofition  were  fuppofed  to  be  exempted  from  other 
penalty.  Clarendon  fays,  that  it  concerned  the  King  much 
that  this  tranfaftion  with  the  papifts  (hould  be  kept  a  fecret, 
to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  a  clofe  conjundlion  with  them.  The 
King  raifed  fix  thoufand  pounds,  by  creating  Sir  Richard 
Newport  a  baron. 

f  The  Nottingham  train-bands  had  refufed  to  ferve  out 
of  their  county,  but  were  compelled  to  part  with  their  arms. 

X  The  vigilante  of  the  earl  of  Warwicic  had  prevented 
|:he  King  from  receiving  any  farther  fuppiy  from  Holland. 

§  The  earl  of  Leiceller  conflantly  refufing  to  deliver  thefe 
Ijp  to  the  King,  one  Errington,  a  fervant  of  the  earl,  vyas 
fcribedto  demand  them,  in  his  mailer's  name. 

SandySj 
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Anno  1642.  Sandys,  a  Kentilh  gentleman,  in  the  fervice  of 
the  parliament,  was  killed.  Elated  with  this  fuc- 
cefs,  the  King  left  Shewfbury  5  and,  in  order  to 
bring  on  an  adlion,  directed  his  conrfe  towards 
London.  The  inftrudtions  which  EfTex  had  re- 
ceived from  the  parliament  imported,  that  he 
ihould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  King  to  return  to 
parliament  *  •,  which  if  he  complied  with,  all 
the  forces  but  thofe  neceflary  to  fecure  his  return, 
were  to  be  difbanded  :  that  he  fhould  by  battle 
or  otherwife,  refcue  him  and  the  royal  family 
from  the  malignant  fadlion  :  that  he  Hiould  offer 
pardon  to  fuch  as  would  return  to  their  duty  in 
,ten  days,  excepting  to  thofe  who  had  been  voted 
againft  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  for  delin- 
quency, or  impeached  for  treafon,  excepting  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  the  earls  of  Briilol,  Cum- 
berland, Newcaftle,  Rivers,  Carnarvon,  the  lords 
Newark,  Falkland,  fecretary  Nicholas,  Endy- 
mion  Porter,  and  Edward  Hyde.  Immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  thefe  inflrudions,  Efle.x  fent 
,a  mcflenger  to  Shrev/fbury,  to  know  when  the 

*  The  parliament  in  this  petition  complain,  That  a  pre- 
vailing party  with  his  majefty  had  excited,  encouraged,  and 
foltered  an   unnatural  rebellion  in  Ireland:  That  they  had 
,  endeavored   to    begin    the  like   mafTacre    here,    but   being 

therein  difappointed,  they  had,  as  the  moft  mifchievous  de- 
fign  of  all,  drawn  his  majefty  to  make  war  againft  his  fub- 
je6;s  of  this  kingdom,  leading  in  his  perfon  an  army  againft 
them,  as  if  he  intended  by  conqueft  to  eftabl,i{h  an  unlimited 
and  abfolute  power  over  them  ;  That  this  army,  by  his  power, 
and  the  countenance  of  his  prefence,  had  ranfacked,  fpoiled, 
imprifoned,  and  murdered  feveral  of  his  people.  The 
petition  finiihes  with  a  promife  that,  on  the  King's  return  to 
;the  .parliament  without  his  forces,  they  would  receive  him 
with  all  honor,  yield  him  all  due  obedience  and  fubjeclion, 
and  faithfully  endeavor  to  fecure  his  perfon  and  eftate  from 
all  dangers,  and,  to  the  utmoft  cf  their  power,  procure  and 
eftabliih  to  his  people  all  the  bleftings  of  a  glorious  and  hap- 
,py  rqign.     Rup^'joribf  mqi.Y ,  ,^.  V^/d  Jeo. 

King 
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King  would  receive  the  petition  he  was  appointed  Anno  164a, 
jto  deliver  to  him.  The  tone  of  the  court  v/as 
now  elevated  to  that  degree,  that  the  petition  was 
jrefufed  to  be  accepted,  if  fent  by  any  perfons 
who  ftood  perfonally  accufed  by  his  majeily  of 
high-treafon,  and  fpecialiy  excepted  in  all  his  of- 
fers of  pardon.  This  rellrjdion,  fo  derogatory 
jco  the  honor  of  parliament,  was  rejeded  with 
difdain  by  their  general  ^,  who  hearing  that  the 
King,  with  all  his  army,  was  gone  from  Shrewf- 
bury  -f ,  moved  from  Worcefter  to  attend  him. 
Though  Worceller  and  Shrewfbury  are  v/ithin 
twenty  miles  of  each  other,  the  King  marched 
ten  days  in  total  ignorance  of  EiTex's  motions. 
At  Edgecot,  a  village  in  Northamptonfhire,  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  he  received  intelligence 
from  his  nephew  prince  Rupert,  of  the  near 
neighborhood  of  the  parliament's  army ;  and  thac 
it  would  be  in  his  power  to  fight  a  battle  the  next 

*  EfTex  afterwards,  by  the  command  of  parliament,  fent, 
with  a  letter  from  himfelf,  three  of  their  votes,  relative  to 
the  conditional  terms  the  King  annexed  to  the  receiving  their 
petition,  with  a  delire  of  a  fafe-condudl  for  fiich  as  fhould  be 
lent  with  it.  The  anfwer  the  King  returned  was.  That,  if 
ju-ftice  had  been  done,  Mr.  Copley,  the  gentleman  who 
brought  the  letter  and  votes,  could  not  exped  his  liberty  ; 
and  for  the  petition,  he  would  nvQt  receive  it  by  the  hands  of 
fuch  as  he  had  by  name  proclaimed  traitors :  That  having 
now  declared  Eilex  the  principal  in  that  number,  he  would 
not  receive  it  by  his  addrefs.  Lord  Clarendon,  either  igno- 
rantly  or  wilfully,  has  not  reprefented  this  fad  juflly.  farL 
Htfi.  vol.  XI.  p.  455. 

f  The  parliament  and  city  of  London  were  much  alarmed 
,at  their  army's  remaining  a  day  at  Worceller,  after  the  King 
had  left  Shrewibury;  they  haftened  the  marches  of  their 
general,  by  continual  difpatches  ;  and  recalling  the  earl  of 
:W"arwick  from  his  naval  ofHce,  appointed  him  captaia-o-e- 
neral  of  all  the  forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  in  and  about 
London.  Orders  were  likewife  given  for  the  fnutting  up 
iliops,  and  a  temporary  fgrbearance  of  trade.  Rnfh^orth^ 
ypL  y.  p.  33. 

2  day. 
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Anno  1624.  day  *.  The  King  refolding  on  the  attack,  his 
^^°^^^^"3- army  was  drawn  together  on  Edgehill,  within 
Edgehiii-  two  Hiilcs  of  the  enemy.  EfTex  was  as  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  numbers  as  the  motions  of  the 
royalifts  f  ;  neither  was  his  own  army  complete, 
two  of  his  bed  regiments  of  foot,  and  one  of 
horfe,  being  a  day's  march  behind,  with  the  am- 
munition X.  On  this  furprife  he  performed  the 
part  of  a  good  general,  and  drew  up  his  men  to 
as  much  advantage  ascircumfcances  would  allow. 
His  right  wing,  compofed  of  a  body  of  foot,  and 
two  bodies  of  horfe,   were  drawn  up  near  the 

*  It  is  faid,  that  the  King  rejoiced  at  the  prefented  oppor- 
tunity,   and,'  on  viewing   the  parliament's   army  through  a 
profpeflive  glafs,  cried  out,  "  1  never  faw  the  rebels  before 
in  a  body  !  I  am  reiolved  to  fight  them  !   God  and  good  men 
aiTifl  my  righteous  caufe !"     It  may  not,  perhaps  be  impro- 
per to  contrail  the  King^s  feelings  with  thofe  of  the  emperor 
Otho,  on  an  oc^afion  fomewhat  fimilar.     Charles,  in  hopes 
of  a  vi£lory,  which  would  put  him  into  poffeflion  of  abfolute 
power,  and  give  him  a  complete  conqueil  over  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  his  country,  iniiead  cf  iliewing  repugnance, 
rejoiced  at  the  approaching  moment  which  was  to  deluge  the 
land  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen  and  fubjeds.     Otho, 
though  a  man  fo  low  in  charadler,  as  to  have  been  the  friend 
and  parafite  of  Nero,  had  not  by  that  connection  fo  entirely 
fubdued  Roman  feelings,  as  to  live  the  author  of  the  diftreffes 
of  his  country.     Though  the  quarrel  he  was  engaged  in  was 
not  of  that  nefarious  nature  as  the  eftablifhment  of  tyranny 
on  the  ruins  of  Liberty  (that  had  been  already  effedled)  yet, 
to  avoid  the  fhedding  Roman  blood,  he  deprived  himielf  of 
being,  and  left  to  his  rival  the  undifturbed  poiTeiTion  of  impe- 
rial fway.     Heath^s  Chronicle,  p.  40. 

f  Whilft  the  King  was  in  ignorance  of  the  near  neighbor- 
hood of  the  parliament  army,  he  defigned  to  attack  Banbury  ; 
which  was  the  intelligence  Ellex  had  received  of  his  intend- 
ed motion.     Pari.  Hijh    vol.  XL  p.^474. 

X  Befides  this  deficiency,  ElTex  had  left  one  regiment  at 
Hereford,  on  the  confines  of  Wales,  to  prevent  the  King's 
friends  in  this  country  from  falling  into  Glocefterlhire,  and 
invading  the  Weft ;  and  a  third  at  Banbury.  Pari.  Hijf, 
vol.  XL  p.  473.     . 

town 
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town  of  Keinton  ;  his  lefc  Iving,  compofed  of  a  ^""^  *^'^*- 
ibong  body  of  foot  and  one  thoufand  horfe,  was 
commanded  by  Ramfey,  a  Scotfman ;  and  the 
center  by  Sir  William  Balfour,  under  the  earl  of 
Bedford,  general  of  the  horfe  j  ElTex  himfelf  re- 
folving  to  charge  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  a  regi- 
ment of  foot.  The  centre  of  the  King's  army 
was  commanded  by  Sir  John  Bryon,  the  right 
wing  by  prince  Rupert,  and  the  left  by  colonel 
Wilmot;  whilft  Lindfey  placed  himfelf  in  a  fitu- 
ation  fimilar  to  that  which  the  earl  of  EflTex  had 
chofen  ^.  The  Kine,  through  an  indifcreet  par- 
tiality, had  rejeded  the  greater  experience  of  the 
old  earl  of  Lindfey  f ,  and  followed  the  opinion 
of  his  nephew  prince  Rupert  J,  in  forming  his 
army,  which,  in  dire6l  oppofition  to  that  under 
the  earl  of  EiTex,  had  its  greatell  ilrength  in 
the  two  wings. 

On  the  advance  of  the  royalifts,  Sir  Faithful 
Fortefcue,  an  Irifnman,  who  had  the  comm.and 
of  a  troop  of  cavalry  in  thQ  parliament's  army, 
ordered  his  men  to  difcharge  their  piilols  on  the 
ground,  and  ranged  himfelf  under  the  command 
of  prince  Rupert  §.  This  treachery  fo  intimi- 
dated the  left  wing,  where  he  was  pofced,  that 
they  fled  on  the  firfl  attack  ;  whilft  VvT'iimot, 
the  com milTary- general  of  the  King's  horfe,  made 

*  One  Ruthven,  who  had  had  the  command  of  Edin- 
burgh-caille,  was  general  of  the  horfe  under  prince  Rupert  j 
Sir  Arthur  Aflon,  a  Papiil,  was  colonel-general  of  the  dra- 
goons ;  and  Sir  Jacob  Afliley  was  major-general  of  the  foot. 

f  Lindfey  had  ferved  in  the  Low- Countries  with  the  eaijl 
of  ElTex. 

X  Prince  Rupert  was  not  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

§  There  were  to  the  number  of  feventeen  or  eighteen  of 
this  troop  who  met  with  the  proper  reward  of  their  treachery  ; 
for,  having  forgotten  to  fling  away  the  colors  of  their  ge- 
neral, they  were  killed  by  the  party  to  whom  they  dcferted. 

the 
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Anno  1641.  the  fame  imprefiion  on  the  right  wing.  The 
runaways  were  purfued  by  thefe  unexperienced 
cammanders  with  fuch  rafh  precipitation,  that^ 
carrying  away  v/ith  them  the  flower  of  the  army^ 
they  expofed  the  centre,  in  which  were  the  per- 
fons  of  the  King  and  his  two  fons,  to  imminent 
danger.  Sir  William  Balfour,  feizing  the  ad- 
vantage, attacked  the  King's  infantry,  quite  un- 
furnifiied  with  horfe,  and  made  great  havoc. 
Lindfey  the  general  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
taken  prifoner  :  his  fon,  endeavoring  his  refcue^ 
fell  iikewife  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Sir 
Edmund  Verney  (the  King's  flandard-bearer) 
was  killed* -5  and,  according  to  the  account 
given  by  Clarendon,  EfTex  had  once  more  an  op- 
portunity of  feizing  the  King's  perfon,  with  his 
two  fons,  but  by  an  unaccountable  piece  of  po- 
licy forbore  the  advantage  f.  Prince  Rupert, 
on  his  return  from  pillaging  the  baggage  of  the 
enemy:]:,  found,  to  his  mortification,  inflead  of  a 
complete  vi6tory,  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  defeat, 
and  the  King  v/ith  a  few  noblemen,  and  a  fmall 
retinue  about  him,  at  the  mercy  of  the  victor. 
In  vain  did  he  attempt  to  renew  the   fight;  the 

*  The  [landard  was  taken,  and  brought  to  the  general ;  but 
beino-  by  him  entrafted  to  the  care  of  the  fecretary,  by  negli- 
p-ence  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  one  Smith,  of  the  King's  party,- 
who  was  knighted  and   made  llandard-bearer.     Pari.  Hift» 

vol.  XI.  p.  477- 

f  The  King  remained  for  fome  time  with  fewer  than 
one  hundred  horfe,  v,ithout  an  ofhcer,  within  half  a  maf- 
quet  Ihot  of  his  vi^f^orious  troops.  Efiex's  condud  was  {o 
contrary  to  his  initruftions,  that  it  is  difficult  to  vindicate  it 
from  the  fufpicion  of  treachery. 

X  In  the  account  th?  commanders  of  the  parliament-army 
gave  of  the  event  of  the  battle,  they  imputed  their  not  meet- 
ing with  a  total  defeat  wholly  to  the  length  of  time  the 
King's  cavalry  fpentinplundering  their  baggage.  FarL  HiJ}, 

vol.  XI*  p.  47^- 

fire 
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fire  of  his  troops,  which  had  at  firfl  bore  dow  Anno  le^iV 
all  before  it,  was  entirely  extindb.  Both  parties, 
equally  reludant  to  repeat  the  bloody  fcene,  re- 
treated from  farther  engagement ;  but  fpent  the 
night  near  the  field  of  battle.  In  this  unplea- 
fant  fituation  the  parliament-army  found  fuperior 
advantages  to  their  enemies,  in  the  good  affec- 
tions of  the  common  people,  who  fupplied  them- 
with  many  refrefhments,  which  were  wanting  to 
the  royaliits. 

The  returning  li^t  difcovered  to  both  parties- 
the  fight  of  each  other  -,  but  though  the  parlia-? 
ment-army  was  joined  with  a  body  of  between 
three  and  four  thoufand  foot,  commanded  by 
colonel  Hamden,  and  it  was  propofed  in  a 
council  of  war  to  renew  the  battle,  yet  EfTe^i 
was  the  firit  who  drew  off  his  men  *,  and  re- 
tired to  Warwick  :  thus  not  only  complimenting 
the  King  with  the  honor  of  the  vidory,  but 
leaving  to  him  the  poffeffion  of  Banbury ;  which 
being  attacked  by  the  royalifls  immediately  af- 
ter the  battle  of  Edgehill,  furrendered  on  the  Banbury 
firfl  affau It,  though  o-arrifoned  with  a  resiment  ^y"^.'^^'^^* 
of  eight  hundred  foot  and  a  troop  of  horfe  f, 

Effex,  in  friendly  quarters,  where  he  was  fup- 
plied plentifully  with  ail  manner  of  provifions, 

*  Whitloclc  fays,  that  EfTex  was  much  prefTed  by  his 
friends,  and  particularly  by  the  officers  of  the  frefii  troops, 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  King's  army.  IVhitlock,  p.  61. 

t  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  royalifts  had  fo  little  hopes  of 
taking  Banbury,  that  it  was  thought  advifeable  by  many 
not  to  attempt  it ;  that,  contrary  to  expedlation,  the  garri- 
fon,  on  leave  to  go  away  without  their  arms,  kindly  deli- 
vered up  the  place  ;  that  half  the  common  foldiers  entered 
in  the  King's  army;  and  that  the  remaining  arms  fupplied 
thofe  foldiers  of  every  regiment  who  had  never  had  arms, 
or  had  loft  them  at  the  battle.  This  was  the  firft  fruits  of 
Effex's  ill  conduit.     Clar,  Hiji,  vol.  JI.  p.  44. 

was 
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Anno  164a,  was  in  fiich  a  hurry  to  retreat  before  the  King's 
half-ftarved  army  *,  (who,  with  the  difadvantage 
of  inferiority  of  numbers  -[,  were  very  ill  pro- 
vided with  arms)  that  he  left  many  of  his 
wounded  foldiers  and  his  carriages  behind  him 
in  the  village  of  Keinton,  adjacent  to  the  field  of 
battle ;  and,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to 
the  difgrace  of  his  troops,  and  to  fweli  the  tri- 
umph of  the  King,  he  fufrered  a  fmall  detach- 
ment of  his  army  to  take  away  four  pieces  of 
his  cannon,  without  moleftation  J.    The  flaugh- 

*.  The  King's  pretenfions,  and  the  condafl  and  princi- 
ples of  the  cavalier  party,  were  fo  detailed  by  the  people 
of  this  county,  that  they  not  only  refufed  to  give  the  roy- 
aliil  foldiers  bread,  but  if  any,  enforced  by  the  neceffity 
of  hunger,  detached  themfelves  from  the  main  body  of  the 
army  to  feek  it,  they  knocked  them  on  the  head.  Claren- 
don fays,  that  the  people  of  the  country  were  fo  difafFcfled 
to  tire  King,  that  they  had  carried  away  or  hid  all  their 
proviiions  :  the  very  fmiths  concealed  themfelves,  that  they 
might  not  be  compelled  to  ihoe  horfes.     C/ar.  Hiji,  vol.  IL 

P'  35'  39- 

f  The  King's  army  was  originally  inferior  in  number; 

and  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  morning  fucceeding  the  battle 

the  King  found  his  troops  very  thin  :  that  a  third  part  of 

his  foot  was  away,    and  of  the  horfe  many  were  mifTmg. 

Clar.  HiJi.  vol.  11/ p.  39. 

%  In  the  relation  of  the  battle,  publifhed  by  the  King,"  it 
is  aiferted,  that  prince  Rupert  purfued  Effex's  army,  in 
their  retreat  to  Warwick,  and  took  twenty-iive  of  their  wag- 
gons and  carriages,  laden  with  ammunition,  medicaments, 
and  other  baggage. 

Though  Effex  Ihamefully  retreated  before  the  King's- 
forces,  with  all  the  marks  of  a  defeat,  yet,  in  the  letter 
which  was  fent  to  the  parliament  by  their  military  com- 
mittee appointed  to  attend  the  army,  narrating  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  battle,  it  is  aiferted,  that  the  King's  foot 
were  moll  of  them  either  llain  or  ran  away  ;  thai  the  earl 
of  Effex  would  have  purfued  them,  but  that  he  was  necef- 
fitated  torefreih  his  men  for  three  or  four  days.  The  letter 
concludes  with  the  advifmg  the  writing  to  the  fouthern 
counties,  to  llir  them  up  to  purfue  the  runaways.  Rufi?~ 
'vjortb,  vol.  V.  p.  35,  38. 

ter 
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ter  on  both  fides,  as  to  numbers,  was  nearly  Anno  i6vjr. 
equal.  Of  officers  of  diftin6lion,  the  par- 
liament loft  the  lord  St.  John  of  Bletnezzo 
and  colonel  Efiex ;  whilft  Lindfey,  the  King's 
general,  the  lord  Aubigny,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  the  lord  Stewart,  and 
Sir  Edmund  Verney,  fell  in  the  caufe  of  prero- 
gative*.    No  man  of  diftinftion  was  taken  pri- 

*  Influenced  by  an  idle  partiality  to  the  rank  of  prince 
Rupert,  the  King  -had  exempted  him  from  fubjedion  to  tlie 
commands  of  the  general.  This  occafigned  a  relaxation  of 
difcipline  ;  and  the  preference  he  gave  to  the  opinion  ©f 
Rupert  was  fo  childilhly  refented  by  the  earl  of  Lindfey, 
that,  complaining  to  his  friends  of  the  King's  partiality, 
]ie  faid,  That  being  only  a  nominal  general,  he  was  refolved, 
at  the  day  of  battle,  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  re- 
giment, as  a  private  colonel,  where  he  would  die.  Lindfey 
was  fo  great  an  enthufiart  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  had 
engaged^  that  the  officers  whom  the  earl  of  Eflex  had  hu- 
manely fen  t  to  vifit  him,  and  to  clFer  him  all  kind  of  af- 
<filiance,  difgufted  with  the  admonitions  and  reprehenfions 
which  he  plentifully  beflowed  upon  them,  foon  retired  ;  and 
his  zeal  having  not  fpared  the  earl  of  EiTex,  th^t  nobleman- 
contented  himfelf  with  fending  his  beft  furgeons  to  liim, 
arid  deiifted  from  his  intention  of  vifiting  him  in  perfon. 
Of  all  thofe  whom  whim,  prejudice,  and  ignorance  of  the 
•  true  rules  of  virtue,  occasioned  to  follow  the  King's  fortune, 
none  have  fliewn  more  fully  the  imbecility  of  their  judg- 
ment than  Sir  Edmund  Verney  and  the  earl  of  Claren^lonl 
This  laft  tells  us,  That  Sir  Edmund  Verney  was  very  m,elan- 
choly,  on  the  profpeft  of  the  war,  and  faid,  he  did  not 
like  the  quarrel;  that  his  conscience  was  only  concerned  jp 
honor  and  gratitude  to  follow  his  mailer;  that  he,  having 
ca.t  his  bread  and  ferved  him  near  thirty  years,  would  not 
do  fo  bafe  a  thing  as  to  forfake  him  ;  and  chofe  rather  to 
lofe  his  life,  which  he  was  fure  he  Ihould  do,  to  pr^ferve 
and  defend  thofe  things  which  were  agajnft  his  confcienqe 
to  preferve  and  defend.  *'  Now,  fays  Clarendon,  if  thofe 
who  had  the  fame  and  greater  obligations,  had  obferved  the 
fame  rules  of  gratitude  and  generofity,  whatever  their  other 
affedions   had  been,    that   battle  h^d  never  been  foughv. 

Vol.  III.  A  a  oQr 
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Aflno  i642.foner  by  the  royalifts ;  by  the  parliament-ar- 
my, the  lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Thomas  Lun&- 
ford.    Sir  Edward  Stradling^    and  Sir  William 

viftory      Vavazor.     Both  parties,  taking  advantage  of  a 

botrpartiL^"^^^^^^PP^^^^"^^'    pretended  to  a  complete 
'  victory  * ;    but  the  city  of  London  had    been 
previoufly  alarmed  with  the  news  of  a  total  de- 
feat, from  a  party  of  EfTex's  horfe,,  who  flying 
on  the  firfl  onfet,  had  not  recovered  their  panic 

nor  any  of  that  mifchief  been  brought  to  pafs  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it."  That  is,  if  all  men  who  by  office,  or  other 
favor,  were  ever  connefled  to  the  court,  had  been  bafe  and 
ignorant^ enough  to  govern  their  condud:  fo  entirely  by  the 
obligation  of  that  connexion,  as  to  fupport  principles  and 
'things  contrary  to  their  judgment  and  confcience,  Liberty 
would  never  have  found  partizans  powerful  enough  to  via- 
dicate  her  caufe.     Clarendon's  Life ^  vol  L  p.  I35r  ^ fiq» 

*  The  fallowing  is  the  form  of  the  prayer  ufed  by  the 
King  and  his  party  on  the  day  of  thankfgiving,  and  aftec- 
wards  publifhed  by  his  authority  : 

"  Oh  !  thou  God  of  hofts,  who  goed  with  our  armies, 
and  pleadeft  the  caufe  of  thine  anointed  againft  them   wha 
ftrive  with  him;  We   acknowledge,  with    all  lowlinefs   of 
mind,  that  it  v/as  not  our  fword,  nor  the  multitude  of  our 
holt,  which  faved  us  in  the   day  of  battle ;  but  it  was  thy 
hand   alone   which   hath   difpofed  of  vielory  to  thy  (ervant 
the   King,  which  eoveredil  his  head  in  tlie  day  of  battle, 
and  haft  kept  his  crown  from  being  thrown  to  the  ground. 
Not  unto  us,  therefore,  not  unto  us,  but  unto- thee,  O  Lord  ! 
do  we  give   the  praife,  befeeching  thee    to   accomplifti  the 
great  work  thou  haft  began  for  us ;  to  continue  the  blefting& 
of  good  fuccefs  on  the  head  of  our   fovereign,    and  on  his  ' 
army,  that  the  happinefs  thereof  may  flow   from  thence  to 
the  very  fkirts  of  his  people ;.  to  continue  the  fear  and  con.- 
fternation  which  thou   haft   already  caft  upon  the  hearts  of 
thofe  who  have  rebeliioufly  rifen  up   againft  him  ;  to  enfee- 
ble their  ftrength,  to-  infatuate  their  counfels,  to  undeceive 
and  difabufe  the  fed uced  part  of  them,  that  they  may  know 
and  feel,  that  to  take  up  arms    againft  thy  vicegerent,  is  to 
light  againft  Heaven ;  that  fo,   by  a  timely  and  confcienti- 
©us  fubmiifion  to   the  juft  authority  of  him  whom   thou  haft 
fet  over  them,  the  efFufion  of  more  blood  may  be  prevented, 
&c.."     Vicar's  Pari.  Cbron.  p.  203,  l3  feq. 

fulEcientlT 
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fufficicntly  to  return  to  the  field  of  adion.    The  Anno  1642. 
King,    after  he  had  recruited  and   refreflied  his 
army,  continued  his  march,    and  took  pofTeirion  The  Ring 
of  Oxford  ;    a  town  more  at  his  devotion  than  J-f^^^^^J  q*^^' 
any  other  in  the  kingdom  *  :  from   Oxford  he  ford  and 
proceeded   to   Reading  f  ^    the  governor  J  and  ^^^'^^"s- 
garrifon  of  that  place  having  fled  with  precipita- 
tion to  London,  on  the  approach  of  a  party  of 
his  honfe. 

Now  it  was  the  profpe6l  of  afrairs  began  to 
darken  :  The  King,  whom  Eflex,  after  miffing 
ieverai  opportunities,  might,  even  at  the  battle 
of  Edgehiii,  have   defiroyed   or  taken  prifoner, 

*  Thefe  zealous  academicians,  as  tliey  had  before  pre- 
fented  the  King  with  all  their  plate,  fo  now  they  gave  hinl 
all  the  money  they  had  in  their  treafuries.  Clar.  Hiji, 
vol.  li.  p.  53.  ^ 

\  Nicholas,  the  King's   fecretary,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl 
of  Cumberland,  written  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Edgehiii, 
tells  him,  that  the  King  was  marching  by   Oxford  to  Lon- 
idon,  in  which  place  he  was   to  be  met   by  Sir  Ralph  Hop- 
ton,  with   ten    thoufand    horfe   and  footj  of  his    and  other 
gentlemens*  railing  in  the  Weft :  that  there   were  in  Wales 
iix  or  feven  thoufand  men,  who  would    be  ready,  on  all  oc- 
"tafions,  to  come  to  his  majefty  ;  but  it  was  hoped  he  would 
not  need  their  help  :  he  had  given  fuch   a  blow  to   the  ear! 
of  EfTexj  that  neither  himfelf  nor  army  would  be  again  ia 
hafte  to    adventure   themfelves  againft  the   Lord's  anointed, 
"This  letter  coming  to  the  hands  of  the  parliament,  vVas   read 
by  their  order  at  Guildhall  to  the   lord-mayor,    aldermen, 
and  common  council,  with  the  account  of  the  battle^  which 
was  not,  as  Clarendon  alTerts,  a  falfc  and  flattering  one,  but 
juft  and  candid  ;  the  parliament  rather  endeavoring  to  raife 
the  attention  of  the  city  to  the  prefent  danger,  and  to   urge 
them  to    means  of  prevention,    than  to  deceive   them  with 
ill-founded  hopes.     In  narrating  the  hiilory   of  the   battle, 
the   lord   Wharton   afferted,    that  prince    Rupert    and   his 
troops  had  committed   unnecefTary  daughter   on  the  perfons 
of  countrymen,  women,    and    children,    in    the   village  of 
Keinton^  where  was  the  baggage   of  the   parliament-army. 
Pari.  HiJ},  vol.  Xi.  p.  482,  <^ Jeq. 

X  Martin,    whom   the    King   had   particularly  excepted 
againft  in  his  oifers  of  pardon,  was  governor  of  this  place. 

A  a  2  was 
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Aiiao  1642.  ^as   now    grown    formidable ;  and  the  parlia- 
mcnr,  after  dallying  with  their  advantages,  found 
themfelves  engaged  in  a  bloody  war,  whofe  un- 
certain   event    rendered    precarious    the    very 
exifcence  of  Liberty.     The  public  confternation 
was  encreaftd  by  the  King's  approach  to  Coln- 
.     brook,  whilft  Eifex  was  yet  at  a   diflance.     la 
ment^voe"  thtfe    alafming   circumftances,   the    parliament 
an  addiefs    yoted  an  addrefs  for  a  treaty  •,  but,  like  Roman 
'"^'  fenators,  in  a  time  of  equal  danger,  they  did  not 
defpair  of  the  commonwealth*:  Even  in  thofe 
moments   when    they   imagined    the   King   had 
gained   a  complete  vidlory,  they  talked  not  in 
terms  of  defpondence  -,  but   with  great  fagacity 
Meafures  to  ^^^    coolncfs  proccedcd  to   pafs   the  following 
fecure  the    neccffary  orders ;  viz.     That  the  King's  children 
'"^'  fliould  be  removed  into  the  city  ^   that  the  neck 

of  land  over  againft  Durham-houfe  ihould  be 
fortified  j  the  Papills  in  Lancafliire  fecured  ;  the 
prifcners  in  and  about  the  city  more  ftricftly  con- 
fined-, and  the  ihops  fhut  up,  that  the  fhop- 
keepers  and  apprentices  might  have  no  employ- 
ment to  prevent  their  giving  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  defence  of  the  city.  Two  ordinan- 
ces pafied  both  houfes ;  one  providing  a  main- 
tenance for  the  foldiers  who  lliould  be  wounded, 
and  for  the  families  of  thofe  who  ihould  be  killed 
in  the  public  caufe ;  and  the  other  for  a  faft, 
but  with  exception  to  the  able-bodied  men  about 
London,  who  were  to  keep  themfelves  in  a  rea- 
dinefs   to  ngh:   for  the  public  f .     After    thefe 

*  At  the  fame  time  when  they  voted  an  addrefs  for  a 
treaty,  they  publiflied  their  intention,  that  the  preparation 
for  forces,  and  all  other  necelTary  ireans  for  the  Proteilant 
relJcrlon,  the  privilege  of  parliament,  and  the  laws  and 
libeities    of  the  fubjecl,  Ihould   be    profecuted  with  vigor. 

Farj.HULMcX.  xrr.  p.  7. 

f  Th-j  parliament,  on  the  firft  item  of  the  King's  inten- 
tion to  leave  Shiewfbnr/,  had  given  orders  that  the  train- 
bands 
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meafures  were  concluded  on,  for  defending   the  Anno  1642. 

bands  in  and  about  London  fhould  be  put  into  a  pofture  of 
defence;    that    the   confines   of  London    and    Weftminfter 
fliould  be  defended  by  guard-houfes,  pofls,  bars,  and  chain?  ; 
and   that  the    train-bands    and    volunteers   of   its    feveral 
parifties  (hould  keep  watch  day  and    night.     The  declara- 
tion ordering  the  train- bands  to  be   in   readincfj;,  lays  the 
following  charge  on  the  King :  That  he,   by   the  help  and 
affiftance  of  the  Papiils,  the  prelatical    and  corrupt   part  of 
the  clergy,  the  delinquent   nobility  and  gentry,    the  conflu- 
ence of  profcribed  traitors,  and  of  many  defperate,  merce- 
nary, and  ill-afte6led  perfons,  from  all   parts   of  the  king- 
dom, had  raifed  an  army,  for  the  moft  part   armed,  cloath- 
cd,  and  fed  with  the  fpoils  of  his  fubjedls  :  That    wicked 
counfellors  about  him  did  not  only  hinder  him  from  exercif- 
ing  the  juilice  and  protection  of  a  King  towards  his  people, 
but  that  honor  which  is    obferved  between    enemies:   That 
the    two    following  propofitions  were   made  to  one  David 
Alexander,    by   Sir  John  Henderfon,  a   Papill,  a  confident 
inftrument  of  his  majefty,  to  affaffinate  Sir  John  Hotham, 
and  put  fire  to  the  magazine  of  the  army,  raifed  by  the  par- 
liament.    **  What  is  it,  fays  the  declaration,  which  moves 
any  honeft  man,    or  ProteRant  to  affift  his   majefty,   in   this 
unnatural  and  impious  war?  Is  it   for  fear  of  feme  innova- 
tions   and    alterations    of  religion  or   church-government  ^- 
Nothing  is  intended  but   to  take  away  the  government  by 
biihops,  evidently  mifchievous  to  the  church  and  Hate,  with 
other  things  which   Ihall  be  found,  after  confukation  with 
an   aiTembly    of  learned   divines,   juilly    offenfive,     Is  it  to 
uphold  the  authority,  prerogative,  and  honor  of  the  King, 
and  to  preferve   the  fafety  of  his   royal  perfon  }  Surely  the 
parliament  is,   and  ever  hath   been,  ready  to   do  any  thing 
to  fecure  thefe.     If  there  be   no   caafe,  for  any  of  thefe  re- 
fpefls,  to  feek    the  deftrutlion  of  the   parliament,   and  the 
blood  and  ruin  of  their  kindred,   friends,  and  acquaintance, 
what    remains  then  to  be  the  matter  of  the  quarrel,  and  the 
effefts  and  confequences  of  their  vidory,  if  they  fhould  pre- 
vail ?  That   j^rielts,    Jefuits,  and    the    pOpe's   nuncios  may 
domineer  and  govern  in  the  King's  councils,  as  heretofore  ; 
that  the   archbiihops  of  Canterbury  and   York,  with  their 
faffragans,    may    filence  diligent   and  powerful    preaching, 
baniih  and  opprefs  the  moll  pious  and   be(t-affe6led  fubjeiSs 
in  the  kingdom,  and   introduce  the   FopiOi   relio-ion   under 
Proteftant    profefllon  ;    that    the    earl    of   Briftol,    the  lord 
J>igby,  and  other  fuch  traitors,  may  be  the  arbiters  of  Hate 

A  a  3  '  affairs, 
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Anno  1642.  city,  fecuHng  the  King's  revenue  *,  and  raifing 
money ;  one  Sir  John  Evelyn,  whofe  timidity 
had  occafioned  hini   to  refufe   to  enter   into  an 

affairs,  and  the  diftributers  of  preferments   and  difgraces  to 
fuch  as    {hall  further  or   oppofe    their    defigns  ;   that   delin- 
quents ma^  not  only  efcape  the  juftice    of  parliament,    but 
triumph  in  the  fpoils  of  all  honell  men  and  good  patriots ; 
that,  through  our  divifions,  the   rebels  in  Ireland  may  pre- 
vail ;  that  we  may  ceafe   to  be  a  free  people,  and    become 
the  objeft  of  cruelty  and  opprefiion  at  home,  and  of  fcorn 
and  infamy  abroad  -•   And  if  there  can  be  no  other  fruit  of 
their  hazard  and   endeavor  on  that  fide,  let  them  confider 
whether,  by  adhering  to  the  parliament,  they  may  not  ex- 
peft  efFecls  more  fuitable  to  the  defires   of  honefi:  men  ;  the 
glory  of  God,  in  the  prefervation  of  his  truth  ;  the  peace  of 
the  church,  by  fecuring  it   againft  the  pride,    avarice,  and 
ambition  of  the  clergy ;  the   honor,   greatnefs,  and  fecurity 
of  the  King,   by  freeing  him  from  falfe  and  traitorous  coun- 
fels,  and  eitablifhing  him  in  the  hearts  and  aiFcclions  of  his 
people;  and  the  profperity  of  the   whole  kingdom,    by  th^ 
bleflings  of  good  laws  and  a  righteous  government."    After 
the  battle  of  Edgehill,  on  the  King's  approach  to  London, 
lines  of  circumvallation  were  ordered  to  be  flung   up  in  and 
about    the  city  :  at  thefe    works  the   lower  cjafs  of  people, 
men,  women,  and  children,  inceffantly  toiled  ;  vvhilft  females 
of  fortune,  difcarding  the  privilege  annexed  to  their  litua- 
tion,  of  being  ufelefs  to  fociety,  attended  the  laborers  with 
meat  and  drink.     Pari,  Hiji.  vol.   XL  p.  444,  l^  /eq,  447, 

*  The  refolution  for  fecuring  the  King's  revenue  had 
pafTed  before  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  with  the  following  ; 
viz.  That  fuch  perfons  as  ihall  not  contribute  to  the  charge 
of  the  commonwealth,  in  this  time  of  imm.inent  danger, 
fhall  be  held  fit  to  be  difarmed  and  fecured  :  That  the 
fines,  rents,  and  profits  of  archbifhops,  bifliops,  deans,  and 
chapters,  and  of  fuch  notorious  delinquents  as  have  taken 
up  arms  againlt  the  parliament,  or  have  been  aftiv€  in  the 
commiffion  of  array,  Ihall  be  fequeftered  for  the  ufe  and 
fervice  of  the  commonwealth.  This  refolution  occafioned 
the  revolt  of  one  of  the  King's  followers,  the  lord  Coven- 
try, who,  in  a  fubmilTive  letter  to  the  upper  houfe,  offered 
two  thoufand  pounds  for  carrying  on  the  public  caufe,  de- 
firing  to  be  protedled  in  perfon  and  eftate,  and  to  have  his 
arms  in  VVorcefierfhire  rellored  to  him.  Pari.  Hiji,  vol.  XL 
f.  446,  453,  ^>^.       ., 
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agreement  to  afTift  the  earl  of  EfTex   with  his  Anno  144a, 
life  and  fortune,  was   ordered    to  be  expelled 
the   houfe,    difarmed,   and   committed    to    the 
Tower  ^. 

Thus  calm,  thus  resuiar,  thus  refolute,    was 
tnat  fpirit  which  awed  the  unruly  multitude  into 
necefTary  fubordination,  at  a  time  when  civil  dif- 
cord  had  diffolved  the  bonds  of  legal  obedience ; 
who,    whilft    it    prepared    defence    againil    the 
hoftiie  invafion  of  an  army,  guarded  againit  the 
more   dangerous   machinations  of   a    malignant 
fa6lion  -which    lurked    in   the    capital.     Whilft 
concord  reigned  among  the  popular  leaders,  all 
oppofition    gave  v/ay   to   the   wifdom   of  their  • 
counfels ;  but  even  now  malice,  envy,    and  an 
overweening  defire   of  fuperiority,  had    created 
fadlion  among  them,  which  not  only  blafted  the 
promifed  harveft  of  bringing  the   King,  without 
blood-fhed,  to  proper  terais  of  accommodation, 
but  put  him  in   a  ftate  more  formidable   to  the 
freedom  of  the  confiituticn^  than   he  had  ever  yet 
been,  lince  his  acceflion  to  power.     The  earl  of  Divisors  2- 
Northumberland,    whom    Charles    had  compli-  ^p"fay  "" 
mented  with  the  higheft  office  of  command   in  leaders, 
the  kingdom,  looked  with  an  envious  eye  on  the 
great  powers  invefted  by    the  parliament  in  the 
earl  of  Effex,  and  headed  a  large  body  of  men 
infe^led   with  the  fame  venom ;  whilft  the   earl 
of  Effex  himfelf,  entertaining  a  meanjealoufy  of 

*  Sir  John  Evelyn  defiring  leave  to  be  heard  before  the 
cenfure  was  pronounced  by  the  fpsaker,  the  requeft  was 
complied  with;  and,  on  Vu  declaring  himfelf  in  the  afhr- 
mative  to  the  vote  concerning  the  earl  of  EiTex,  and  offering 
to  lend  upon  the  propofitions  one  hundred  pounds,  tie  houfe 
revoked  their  former  order.  They  had  before  expelled  and 
imprifoned  Sir  Sidney  Mountague,  for  refufing  their  oath 
of  afTociation  to  live  and  die  with  the  earl  of  EiTex.  Pari. 
titjl,  vol.  XII.  p.  5,  ^  ftq, 
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Anno  1642.  thole  rational  notions  of  democratical  freedom 
which  prevailed  in  the  lower  houfe,  and  which 
equally  alarmed  all  the  narrow-minded  noblemen 
jof  the  party,  had  forborn  to  avail  himfelf  of 
thofe  advantages  which  might  have  put  a  de- 
cifive  conclufion  to  a  difpute  which  now  threaten- 
Large  f^au  ed  all  the  horrors  of  a  bloody  war.  London  had 
pf  the  court,  not  bccn  purged  of  a  large  body  of  male-con- 
tents, whom  the  parliament  had  difcharged  from 
public  fervice  on  fufpicion  of  their  principles; 
even  among  the  citizens,  whofe  zeal  for  Liberty 
had  been  ftimulated  by  ill  ufage  received  from 
the  Stewart  family,  there  were  men  who  owed 
their  fortunes  to  the  partial  favor  of  the  crown, 
farms  of  the  cuiloms,  patents,  monopolies,  and 
other  illicit  indulgences :  nor  was  the  King  en- 
tirely without  a  party  in  the  parliament  itfelf, 
fome  continuing  their  feats  on  purpofe  to  do  him 
fervice,  when  occafion  fhould  offer.  Thefe,  with 
other  individuals  of  ail  ranks,  either  attached 
to  his  fortune  by  fimilarity  of  principle,  or 
converts  to  his  caufe  through  difguil  of  thofe 
feverities  which  the  necefllty  of  circumllances 
had  obliged  the  parliament  to  exercife  ^,  made 
a  large  fadion  in  favor  of  the  court,  and 
were  coniinually  plotting  againft  the  parlia- 
ment: they  failed  not  to  take  advantage  of 
that  terror  which  the  report  of  a  total  defeat 
at  Edgehill  had  fpread  through  the  whole  town  j 
and  though  the  parliament  had  voted,  that  their 
army  had  the  viclory,  ^nd  appointed  the  obferT 

■^  The  parliament  had  appointed  a  committee  offafety, 
whofe  office  it  was  to  fee  the  commonwealth  received  no  da- 
mage :  they  had  the  management  of  the  whole  bulinefs  rela- 
tive to  the  war,  and  were  truited  vith  very  arbitrary  powers ; 
fuch  as  to  break  open  the  houfes  of  thofe  fufpefled  of  dif- 
aitedion,  and  to  fecure  their  arms  and  money.  The  earl  of 
•\o|-thumberiiiiid  was  chairman  of  this  coinmittse. 
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vation  of  a  folemn  thankfgiving,  yet  the  circum-  Anno  164^. 
ftances  of  the  King's  taking  Banbury,  with  the 
lord  Say's  houfc  at  Broughton,  and  marching 
forward,  whilfl  the  earlof  EITex  layftill  at  War- 
wick, were  circumftances  of  fuch  prefumption 
that  the  event  of  the  battle  had  been  in  favor  of 
the  other  party,  that  they  were  not  eafiiy  to  be 
contradidted.  The  King,  to  fortify  this  preten- 
fion,  fent  an  offer  of  pardon  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  feveral  other  towns,  which  had  declared 
for  the  parliament  j  whilfl  his  weli-wifhers  in  both 
houfes,  taking  advantage  of  that  conllernation 
which  the  earl  of  EiTex's  backward  conduct  had 
occafioned,  propofed  a  peace,  as  the  only  meaTis 
to  fecure  the  public  from  danger.  This  motion 
was  powerfully  feconded  by  thofe  who  were  envi- 
ous of  the  military  commanders,  and  by  men  of 
nominal  greatnefs,  who  wanted  the  prop  of  mo- 
narchy to  fupport  their  infignificance  againfl  the 
towering  virtues  of  the  popular  leaders.  The 
tide  within  and  without  doors  running  too  flrong 
in  favor  of  pacific  meafures,  to  attempt  oppofi- 
tion,  the  anti-court  party  not  only  gave  way  to 
the  motion  *,  but  feconded  it,  artfully  infmuating,  Artful  mn- 
that  care  fhould  be  taken  that  a  too  great  zeal  King4 
for  peace  might  not  be  a  means  to  leave  them  in  ^'''<="*^^s. 
the  power  of  the  enemy ;  that  fuch  meallires 
ought  to  be  purfued  for  the  continuation  of  the 
war,  as  Ihould  convince  the  King  they  were  not 
reduced  fo  low  as  to  accept  of  the  terms  he 
pleafed  to  impofe.  This  advice  being  too  laga- 
cious  to  be  rejeded  by  the  majority  of  parlia- 
ment, it  produced  the  following  refolutions  : 
That  his  majefty  fhould  be  addreffed  for  fettling 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom :  That  the  preparation 

*  The  motion  for  peace  was  iirfl  made  in  the  upper  houfe. 
ParLHiJi.  vol  XI.  p.  489. 

of 
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Anno  1642.  of  forces,  and  other  necefTary  means  for  defence, 

Ihonld  be  profecuted  with  vigor,  if  an  honorable 

and  fafe  peace  might  not  be  obtained  :  That  the 

Scots  fhould  be  applied  to  for  afTiftance,  in  cafe 

there  fhould  be  any  occafion.     A  meffenger  was 

difpatched  from  both  houfes,   to  defire  of  the 

King  a  fafe-condudl  for  a  committee  of  Lords 

and  Commons,  to  attend  him  with  an  humble 

petition  from  parliament  *.  The  meflenger  found 

him  at  Reading,  whofe  cowardly  garrifonhad  not 

a  little  contributed   to  elevate  the  royal  ftyle. 

The  King  abfolutely  refufed  to  receive  any'com- 

■    mittee  which  confilled  of  perfons  whom  he  had 

declared  traitors  •,  and  though  the  parliament  had 

before  voted  fuch  an  exception  a  breach  of  their 

privilege,  they  had  now  the  complaifance  to  fend 

a  letter  the  next  day  to  lord  Falkland,  to  defire  a 

fafe-condud:  for   the   earls  of  Northumberland 

and  Pembroke,  with  four  members  of  the  houfe 

of  Commons -[-.     One  of  thefe   being  Sir  John 

Evelyn,  whom  the  King  had  excepted  againft  in 

a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  the  county  of  Wilts  J, 

he  was  omitted  in  the  fafe-condudt,  with  a  figni- 

fication  that  any  other  perfon,  not  fubje<5l  to  the 

fame  cenfure,  fhould  be  received  as  if  his  name 

was  inferted.     The  parliament  voted  this  anfwer 

a  denial;    but  faction  within  doors,  and  clamor 

without,  fo  diftra6ted  their  counfels,  that,  on  the 

King's  advance  to  Colnbrook,  they  condefcended 

to  fend  the  perfons    he  had  named   in  the  fafe- 

*  This  was  in  compliance  with  the  King's  exception  to  the 
receiving  any  addrefs  from  the  earl  of  Eflex. 

t  The  lord  Wenman,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  Sir  John  Hippefly, 
and  Sir  John  Evelyn. 

X  This  proclamation  had  come  out  but  the  day  before  the 
petition  was  received.  Such  proclamations,  with  exceptions 
had  been  publilhed  in  all  the  counties  which  had  taken  up 
arms  for  the  parliament. 

condudl. 
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conducl,  to  petition  him  to  fix  on  fome  place  in  ^^^°  ^^4»« 
the   neighborhood   of  London  to  refide,    whilft 
they  treated  with  him  on  propofitions  of  peace  ^. 

*  One  of  the  reafons  the  parliament  gave  the  city  for  this 
their  condefceniion,  was  thefafety  of  the  King's  perfon,  that 
having  been  in  fome  hazard  the  lall:  battle  ;  and  that  they 
hoped,  as  he  had  now  feen  fo  much  blood  (hed  about  him, 
he  would  be  more  tradable  to  good  conditions  of  peace  than 
he  had  been  before.  Mr.  Pym  aflured  the  citizens,  that  the 
affeftions  of  the  parliament  were  not  more  cold  to  the  public 
good  than  they  had  been  heretofore;  and,  though  they  did 
defire  peace,  yet  a  peace  to  betray  religion  and  Liberty  they 
Aould  efteem  worfe  than  war ;  that,  if  the  King  received 
their  petition,  the  propofitions  they  deiigned  to  make  were 
for  the  fecurity  of  religion,  with  the  hopes  of  reformation  ; 
the  fecurity  of  a  Liberty  which  Ihould  not  only  exift  in  laws 
and  ftatutes,  but  in  pra<^ice  and  in  execution  ;  the  fecurity  of 
the  dignity  and  honor  of  parliament ;  and  that  their  fourth 
care  Ihould  be  not  to  confent  to  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the 
city  of  London,  but  to  maintain  it  in  a  higher  degree  of 
honor  than  it  ever  was.  Thefe  propositions  did  not  fatisfy 
thofe  citizens  who  were  really  in  earneft  on  the  matter  of  dif- 
pute  fubfifting  between  the  King  and  the  people;  an  appli- 
cation was  made  againfl:  the  intended  peace  by  f^methou- 
fands  of  citizens,  who  coming  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  one 
Mr.  Shute,  a  merchant,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  arer  a  com- 
pliment to  the  houfe  on  the  pains  they  had  taken  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Proteflant  religion,  &c.  prefented  a  petition, 
in  which  they  exprelTed  their  fears  that  they  were  boughc  and 
fold,  feeing,  ill.  That,  in  a  time  of  fo  much  danger,  there 
was  but  one  army  to  rely  on:  2d.  That  in  all  this  time  the 
King's  ftrength  lying  in  horfe,  the  city  Ihould  not  appear  in 
a  confiderable  body  of  horfe  ;  3d.  That  Windfor-caftle  fiiould 
not  be  provided  as  it  ought;  4th.  That  colonel  Holles's  re- 
giment, men  of  fuch  courage,  fliould  be  expofed  to  a  place 
of  imminent  danger,  being  next  to  the  enemy's  forces,  and 
almoft  naked;  5th.  The  point  of  accommodation  was  ano- 
ther reafon  of  their  grief.  They  had  come  to  this  refoiution. 
That  they  would  man  out  every  man  his  own  man,  make 
their  own  captains  and  officers,  and  live  and  die  with  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  defence  thereof;  and,  if  there 
was  any  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  who  did  retard  or  hinder  the 
public  defence,  they  wilhed  they  would  declare  themfelve  , 
and  that  they  were  with  the  King.  6th.  Another  matter  of 
iheir grief  was,  that  the  Sabbath  Ihould  be  fo  long  prophaned 

by 
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Anno  J642.  The  King  returned  anlwer,  that  he  iliould  be 
glad  to  hearken  to  fuch  propofitions  as  Ihould 
fettle  the  ditlradiions  of  his  kingdom,  to  God's 
glory,  his  own  honor,  and  the  welfare  and  flou- 

by  public  authority,  the  book  which  enjoins  it  not  yet  burnt 
by  the  common  hangman  :  they  obferved  that  this  day  fopro- 
phaned  had  been  the  day  of  their  ruin.     7  th.  1  he  blood-lhed 
of  the  martyrs,  in  queen  Mary's  days,    done  by  aft  of  par- 
liarment,  and   no  expiation  yet  made.     8th.  The  officers  in 
the  army  (though  they  mull  alvvays  mention  my  lord  general 
with   honor,    as  one  in  whom  they  did  abfolutely  confide) 
not  fo  careful  and  diligent  as  they  ought,  nor  all  of  them  io 
trufty,     9th.  The  number  of  the  prifoners,  of  very  great  and 
dangerous  condition,    and  the  mafters   and  keepers   of  thofe 
prifons  not  to  be  confided  in.      icth.  The  good  minifters,  in 
t  mes  pail,  filenced  and  put  oat  by  the  bifhops.   **  You  have, 
faid  the  petitioners,  our  perfons,  purfes,  and  eftates,  at  your 
command  ;  you  may  do  with  us  at  your  pleafure." — It  is  eafy 
to  fee  by  this  petition,    that   the   citizens  had  a  jull  idea  of 
thofe  cabals  and  fadions  which  at  this  time  adled  fo  fatally 
againil  the  intereft  of  the  public;  and  that  they  had  formed 
a  very  different  opinion  of  the  battle  of  Edgehill  from  what 
was  publifhed  by  the  parliament,  fince  they  obferved,  that 
that  Sunday  on  which  it  was  fought  had  been  the  day  of  their 
ruin.   Certainly  every  well-wifher  to  the  Liberty  of  the  coun- 
try had  great  reafon  for  the  apprehenfions  expreffed  by  thefe 
honeft  citizens,  fmce  the  defence  of  that  Liberty  was  at  this 
time  in   the  hands  of  many  v/ho  either  affefted  it  not  at  all, 
or  only  affecled  it  as  it  was  united  to  their  partiv-zular  intereft. 
If  the  jealoufies  which  fubfifted  between  Northumberhmd, 
EiTex,  and  Holland,  had  fubnded,  and  given  way  to  recipro- 
cal ccnfidence,     a  peace    would    have  been  concluded  v^'ith 
Charles  on  terms  of  (zfeiy  and  honor  to  tbemfelves,  but  on  a 
bafis  too  narrow  to  fupport  the  extenfive  fabric  of  public  Li- 
berty.   The  citizens  who  brought  the  forementioned  petition 
to  the  houfe,  offered,  in  the  name  oF  the  petitioners,  to  rai  e 
a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot ;  and  the  following  refolutions 
v.'cre  paffcd  by  the  Commons  on  the  occafion  :  That  the  book 
impofing  the  tolerating  fports  on  the  Sabbath-day,   be  forth - 
Vv'ich  burnt   bv  the  common  hangman  :    That  the  houfe  did 
accept  the  offer  of  the  citizens  for  furniihing  horfe  and  foot, 
did  account  it  to  be  a  fervice  much  importing  the  fafety  of 
the    commonvveakh,     and  did  return    them  hearty   thanks. 

PurLlLjI,    vol.  Xli.  p.  24,  ^J/cq.    33,  'Jjeq. 
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ridiing  of  his  peopie  •,  and  to  that  end  he  (liOiiM  ^^^'^  '^42^ 
refide  at  his  own  caftle  at  Windfor,  which  he  de- 
fired  might   be  given  up  to- his  troops,  -and  the 
parliament  to  withdraw  their  garrilbn.     This  un- 
reafonable  requefl,    that  the  parliament  flioiild 
give  up  fuch  aconfiderabk  place,  merely  on>the 
hope  of  peace,  fhews  oa'-'whattetms  the  King 
intended  to  treat.     The  earlof  Northumberland, 
however,  'prevailed  witli  the  parliament  to  write 
a  letter  to  the  King,    intimating  a  deiii^  for  a 
cefTation  of  all-  ad:s  of  hoftility--,  biVt  neither 'the  Treachery 
hopes  of  a  treaty,  the  complaiTance  of  the  parlia-  ^'^ ^heK-ing, 
ment*,  nor  fentiment  of  humanity,    urging  the 
forbearance  of  blood  _f,  retarded  the  King's  ad- 
vance.    Excited  by  the  eovn^fels  of  his  intempe-' 
rate  nephew,  prince  Rupert,    -and  the  fond  ex- 
peclation  that  €very  thin^-woulil  give  v/ay  before 
him,    he    marched  forward,    with  an   intent  to 
feize  the  D?!rliament's  ttaih'of'artillerv  at  Mam- 
merfmith-,  -and  from  thence.-. to  furprize  London, 
where  he  imagined  his. party:. was  lb  gteat,  ^thac 
,on  the  approachof  his  army  no  refi  dance  would 
■be"itiade.     Two  reo;iments'  of  foot   and  a 


*  Though  the  ICing  had  fo  haughtily  refufed  any  addre/s 

from  the  parliatrent's  general,  the  earl  cf  EfTex,  bfcaafe  he 

had  declared  him  a  traitor,  yet  the  parliament,  who  had.  done 

.the  fame  thing  by  the   lord  .Falkland,    addreffed   him  with 

every  circumilance  of  civility  due  to  his  rank  and  oiHce. '  -hi 

this  addrefs  to  the  King  they  had  fo  varied  from  their  wonted 

..ftyle,    that  he   obferved,   in   one  of  his  declar^iUQiis,  .th?i«" 

language  was  tr.ore  fupplicatory  than  ufual.:     ,   ■•  /  ,-'/^i-'ii$r: 

. ;    f  The  King,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  parliament's  lalladdr-ers 

.'for  peace,   faid,  that  that  tendernefs  to  avoid  the  deitruftiaiii 

rofhis  fubjeft'?,.  which  wotsld  always  make  his  greateft'vi<3:-9- 

ries  bitter,  would  make   him  hearken  willingly  to  fueh  pro- 

pofitions,  whereby  the  bloody  .diSemper   of  the  times  might 

.  be  flopped,  and  the  great  diiira<Sli6ns  of  thekingdftm  fettleid, 

to  God's  glory,  his  owa  honor,. and  the  welfare  and  flourAfll* 

ingof  his  people.  Ru.jhx'Coithy  vol.  V.  p.  s^* 

^  party 
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Annp  164a.  party  of  horfe,  lying  at  Brentford,  oppofed  hi^ 
paffage,  and  almoft  vying  in  glory  with  the  Ro- 
man Fabii,  were  all  eut  off  in  defence  of  the 
public,  except  thofe  who  were  taken  prifoners*. 
A  few  days  before  this  engagement,  the  earl  of 
Efifex  had  arrived  with  his  army  at  London^ 
where,  notwithftanding  the  coldnefs  of  his  con- 
dud,  from  politic  motives  he  was  received  by 
both  houfes  as  a  conqueror,  prefented  with  fiv^ 
thoufand  pounds  f,  and  a  memorial  of  his  great 
and  acceptable  fervice  to  the  commonwealth  was 
ordered  to  ftand  on  the  journals  of  parliament^  as 
a  monument  of  his  fmgular  virtue  to  all  pof- 
terity  J. 

On  the  nev/s  of  the  attack  at  Brentford,  EiTex's 
army  was  ail  drav/n  out  on  Turnham-Green,  and 
joined  by  a  numerous  body  of  train-bands,  united 

J    •^''-*^-.' 
*   Mr.  Holles's  regiment,  of  whofe  lying  in  this  place  of 

danger  the  citizens  had  complained,  were  almoft  all  cut  off. 
They  had  behaved  remarkably  well  at  the  battle  of  Edgehill. 
It  appears,  by  a  relation  publifhed  by  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, that  the  King's  army  was  guilty  of  enormous  ads  of 
rapine,  deftrudion,  and  cruelty,  on  the  taking  Brentford. 
Clarendon  in  a  manner  owns  the  truth  of  this  relation,  by 
faying,  that  it  was  framed  on  the  difcourfes  of  thofe  fufferers 
who  had  received  damages  by  the  licence  which  was  neceltary 
to  give  to  the  King's  troops.  Hujbands'i  Colledions,  ?•  75», 
^  Jeq.   Clar.  Hijf.  vol.  II.  p.  59. 

f  The  following  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  great  complai- 
fance  the  whole  party  paid  to  EiTex  at  this  time.  The  parlia- 
ment had  appointed  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  command  the 
forces  in  and  about  London  ;  EfTex,  indignant  at  this  part- 
nerfhip,  was  on  the  point  of  throwing  up  his  commifiion  5 
the  earl  of  Warwick,  who  at  this  time  a6led  a  very  difmte- 
refted  part,  offered  to  refign  his  command;  his  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  earl  ofEffex  again  reinftated  in  thefupreme 
military  command. 

J  Lenthall,  the  fpeaker,  on  a  complaint  that  his  fortune 
,  had  been  injured  by  fo  long  and  conftant  an  attendance  ott 
the  houfc;,  had  received  the  fame  prefent. 

to 
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to  the  train-bands  of  the  adjacent  counties,  who,^""°  ^^42- 
with  the  addition  of  London  apprentices  *,  form- 
ed of  themfelves  a  formidable  army.     They  had 
been   exercifed   for   feveral    months     by   major 
Skippon  •,    who,  as  he  led   the  gallant  band  to 
adion,  encouraged  them  by  the  following  {horz^^'^^^^^* 
and  animating  oration  :  "Come,  my  brave  boys, 
let  us  pray  heartily  and  fight  heartily  :  I  will  run 
the  fame  fortunes  and  hazards  with  you.  Remem- 
ber the  caufe  is  for  God,  for  the  defence  of  your- 
felves,    your  wives,    and  children.     Come,  my 
honefl  brave  boys,  pray  heartily  and  fight  hear- 
tily,   and  God  will  blefs  us."     When  the  two 
parties  met,    EfTex  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
twenty-four  thoufand  fighting  men,    completely- 
armed,  befides    detachments  to  the  amount  of 
eight  thoufand,  with  a  fine  train  of  artillery.    In 
a  council  of  war,  it  was  propofed  by  the  Handing 
committee  appointed  by  parliament  to  attend  the 
general  f ,  that  a  detachment  of  troops  then  lying 
at  Kingfton  Ihould  advance  toHounflow;  that 
two  regiments  of  horfe  and  four  of  foot,  Ihould 

*  The  parliament  had  pafled  an  ordinance  to  exempt  the 
body  of  apprentices  from  any  after-profecution  from  their 
matters,  on  the  negledl  of  articles,  occafioned  by  their  at- 
tendance on  the  public  fervice.  This  was  a  necelTary  piece 
of  juftice  in  favor  of  recruits,  whofe  zeal  for  the  caufe  and 
vigor  of  body,  the  fruits  of  temperance  and  fobriety,  ren- 
dered them  very  ufeful  auxiliaries. 

-f  The  committee  for  military  aiFairs  vvas  compofed  of 
thefe  twelve  peers  ;  viz.  the  earls  of  EfTex,.  Peterborough, 
and  Stamford,  the  lords  Kimbolton,  Wharton,  St.  John, 
Fielding,  Hunfdon,  Hafnngs,  Brooke,  Roberts,  and  Wil- 
loughby  of  Parham,  with  twenty-four  commoners ;  fotfr 
members  of  this  committee  were  always  to  attend  the  gene- 
ral. Whitlock  fays,  that  they  were  to  take  fubfcriptions  of 
loans,  and  order  matters  concerning  malignants,  and  to 
confider  the  good  of  the  army.  Pari.  Wfi.  vol.  XI.  p.  432. 
Whitlock.  p.  59. 
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Annoi642.  defile  towards  Adon ;  that,  on  a  fignal  given^ 
the  general,  with  the  main  body,  (hould  advance 
in  tront,  attack  the  royalids  in  front,  rear,  and 
flank  ;  and,  by  one  decifive  ftroke,  put  an  end 
,.•;:. 7- tb  the  war.  The  earls  of  Effex,  Northumber- 
land, and  Holland*,  from  different  motives, 
oppofed  this  ialutary  advice;  and  the  committee 
were  perfuaded  to  acquiefce  with  the  inclinations 
of  the  general,,  by  two  officers  whole  military  re- 
putation was  great,  but  whofe  intereft  it  was  that 
The  f^^oa^.  the  war  fliould  be  continued  f .  Thus  this  promif- 
,  ing  army,  after  having  for  fome  time  faced  the 
enemy's  horfe,  Vv^hilft  their  main  body  retreated 
to  Kingfton :{:,  wheeled  about,  and  returned  to 
_L6ndon  j  whilft  Charles,  after  having  fortified 
"and'garrifoned  Reading,  retired  to  Oxford. 

The  King's  inlincerity  arid   perfidious  dealing 
in  die  attack  at  Brentford,  W'hilft  the  parliament, 

*  The  earl  of  Holland,  who  had'afpired  to  ohe  of  the 
-chief  comraarids  in  the  army,  anrd  looked  upon  ths  preten- 
,{ipns  of  E-iiex  to  be  infinitely  inferior  to  his  own,  ufed  his 
utmoil  eiforts  to  diffaade  Efiex  from  attempting  what  would, 
ja.its  confequences,  add  to  the  povyer  and  reputation  of  his 
nval.     Lua'Iozv,    p.  2I»    Clarendon.      '  : 

f  Dalbi^r,  a  foreigner,  who  had  been  once  a  creature  {^f 
Charles,  but  on  being  negleded  by  him  i  had  entered  into 
the  parliament's  fervice;  and  Merric,  who  had  expreffed  a 
difincli nation  to  the  caufe  :  it  was^  the  intereft  of  thefe  two 
officers  that  the  war  fhould  be  protracled.  Hamden  had 
marched  a  mile,  in  confequchce  of  orders  given  from  the 
forementioned  advice,  when  he  was  commanded  back  in  the 
general's  name,  by  Sir  John  Merric.     Whirlock,  p.  62. 

t  Whitlock  fays,  thar,  inftead  of  the  plan  being  purfued 
which  had  been  propofed  by  a  council  oi  war,  which  would 
undoubtedly  have  turned  out  advantageous,  the  party  ac 
.K-ng;{ton  were  commanded  to  march  round  by  London- 
abridge  into  London,  and  from  thence  to  join  the  parliament 
"army;  whereby  they  came  late  and  tired,  when  they  were  to 
have  done  fervice.  By  this  movement  the  tou'n  of  Kingfton 
vt'as  quitted  to  the  royaiifts.     Whithcky  p.  62. 

depending 
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depending  on  a  treaty,  had  aftually  fent  orders  Anno  1643, 
to  their  troops  to  forbear  hoftilities,  had  raifed 
fuch  a  clamor  in  London  *^  that  he  thought  ic 
neceffary  to  endeavor  to  clear  himfelf  from  the 
charge  of  treachery :  He  not  only  excufed  his 
condud,  on  the  circumftance  that  no  ftipulations 
for  a  ceffation  had  been  mentioned  by  the  par- 
liament's commifTioners  f  i  but  even  denied  he 
had  any  defign  upon  London.  This  flagrant 
fallhood  both  weakened  the  force  of  his  other  af- 
fertions,  and  corroborated  the  opinion  of  the 
public  in  regard  to  the  infiincerity  of  his  charac- 
ter J.     On  his  fending  a  meffage  to  invite  the 

*  Claren<lon  in  a  manner  owns,  that.  If  the  King  had 
behaved  with  honor,  a  treaty  favorable  to  his  intereft  might 
at  this  time  have  been  efFefted  by  the  ariftocratical  faftion  ; 
who  looked  with  more  jealouiy  on  the  greatnefs  of  the  popu- 
lar leaders,  and  the  growing  Liberty  of  their  country,  than 
they  had  done  before  on  the  abufed  power  of  the  King. 
Clar.  Hiji.  vol.  II.  p.  56,  ^  feq. 

•\  Sir  Peter  Killigrew,  the  meiTenger  appointed  to  carry 
the  parliament's  letter  for  a  ceffation,  on  arriving  at  Brent- 
ford, found  fome  of  the  King's  army  engaged  with  the  par- 
liament forces ;  he  endeavored  to  reach  the  King  by  the 
way  of  Uxbridge,  but  was  there  flopped  by  fome  of  thei 
King's  dragoons.     Pari  Hifi.  vol.  Xll.  f*  ^-j, 

X  As  Elfex,  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  city  of  London, 
had  ordered  fome  works  to  be  flung  up  at  Brentford,  and  had 
placed  detachments  of  his  army  at  Brentford,  Kingfton,  and 
Afton,  the  King  pretended  he  was  afraid  of  being  furround- 
ed  at  Colnbrook :    but  the  forementioned  difpofition  was 
little  calculated  for  fuch  a  purpofe ;  and  the  King  encreafed 
this  danger  by  advancing  nearer  London.     To  conceal  his 
defign  of  furprifing  the  capital,  on  his  march  to  Brentford  he 
fent  the  parliament  word,  that  he  would,  in  that  place,  meee 
tlieir  propofitions  for  peace.     Soon  after  the  parliament  re- 
ceived this  meffage,  the  noife  of  the  engagement  at  Brentford 
reached  them.     They  were  fo  enraged  at  the  treachery,  thac 
they  treated  the  meffenger  as  a  fpy,  imprifoning  both  him. 
and  his  companion,  a  trumpeter,  in  the  Gatehouie ;  and  re-, 
turned  the  following  anfwer  to  the  King  :  That  they  thought 
it  a  ftrange  introduftion  to  peace  to  beat  them  out  of  their 
Vol.  III.  B  b  <juart€,rs 
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Anno  1641. parliament  to  refume  the  treaty,  and  to  acquaint 
The  King   |-|^^jjj    j-^ar,  to  forward  it,  he  was  determined  to 

endeavors  in  '  ' 

vain  to  re- 

fumethein-  ^^j.jgj.g  ^^  Brentford,  and  then  appoint  that  place  to  receive 
tended  trea-  ^.^^.^  propofitions,  which  he  intended  not  to  receive  till  he 
^*  had  firft  tried  whether  he  could  break  the  army  raifed  for 

the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  take  the  city,  unprovided  and 
fecure,  in  expeflation  of  a  fair  treaty.  Clarendon  endeavors 
to  prove  the  necefiity  of  the  King's  march  by  a  reafon  not 
urged  in  the  declaration  publiftied  on  this  occaiion ;  viz. 
That  prince  Rupert  having  advanced  to  Hounflow  with  the 
horfe,  without  orders,  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 
furrounded  by  the  parliament  forces  at  Kingfton,  Aden, 
&:c.  and  fent  to  the  King  to  deiire  him  to  move  forward  to 
difengage  him.  This,  as  Rapin  obferves,  is  as  frivolous  a 
reafon  as  any  which  had  been  urged  by  the  King ;  iince  it 
would  have  been  eafier,  and  lefs  dangerous,^  for  prince  Ru- 
pert to  have  drawn  back,  than  for  the  King  to  march  forward. 
The  King  finilhed  his  declaration  with  the  following  hypo- 
critical obfervation :  "  We  cannot  but  make  one  argument 
more  of  the  truth  of  our  profeffion,  that  this  was  all  our  end  ; 
and  that  we  had  not  the  leafl  thought,  by  fo  advancing,  to 
furprife  and  fack  London,  which  the  malignant  party  would 
infufe  into  that  our  city ;  and  that  is,  that  probably  God  Al- 
mighty would  not  have  given  fuch  a  bleffing  to  our  journey, 
as  to  have  afTifted  us  both  by  land  and  by  water,  as  with  lefs 
than  a  third  part  of  our  foot,  and  with  the  lofs  of  but  ten 
men,  to  beat  two  of  their  befl:  regiments  out  of  both  Brent- 
fords,  for  all  the  great  advantage  of  their  works ;  to  kill 
him  who  commanded  in  chief,  and  to  kill  and  drown  many 
others ;  to  take  five  hundred  prifoners,  more  arms,  eleven 
colors,  good  ftore  of  ammunition,  and  fifteen  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, whereof  we  funk  moil  which  we  brought  not  away  ; 
and  then,  unfought  at  and  unoffered  at,  nearer  than  by 
ordnance,  to  march  away,  notwithftanding  the  great  difad- 
vantage  of  our  forces  by  the  difficulties  of  the  paffage ;  if 
He  who  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  and  truth  itfelf,  had 
not  known  the  truth  of  our  profeffions,  and  the  innocency 
of  our  heart,  and  how  far  we  were  from  deferving  thofe 
horrid  accufations  of  falfhood  and  treachery,  call  fo  point- 
bl-ank  upon  our  perfon,  that  it  would  amaze  any  man  to  fee 
them  fuffered  to  be  printed  in  our  city  of  London,  if  any 
thing  of  that  kind  could  be  a  wonder,  after  fo  many  of  the 
fame,  and  how  really  they  defire  accommodation,  that  upon 
this  have  voted  they  will  have  none.  Thefe  our  reafons  for 
this  a(^ion,  this  our  fatisfadion  fent  for  it,  and  this  bieiling 

of 
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draw  his  army  to  an  unexceptionable  diftance  from  Anno  1644, 
London,  a  large  body  of  zealous  citizens,  who  had 
offered  to  raile  men  and  horie  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  exclaimed  againft  treaties,  as  intended  for 
Ihares  -,  and  notwithftanding  ail  the  inveterate  ene- 
mies to  Liberty  could  do  in  favor  of  Chajrles, 
with  the  equally-deflrudlive  counfels  of  its  luke- 
warm friends,  the  following  fpirited  anfv/er  was 
returned  :  That  both  houfes  did  defire  his  ma- 
jefly  to  come  back  to  his  parliament,  not  with 
his  martial,  but  his  royal  attendance ;  and 
they  (hould  then  be  ready  to  give  him  aifurances 
of »  fuch  fecurity,  as  fhould  be  for  his  honor  and 
the  fafety  of  his  perfon. 

The  ftrength  of  the  parliament's  .army,  as  ie 
had  been  hitherto,  by  the  pernicious  intrigues  of 
fellilli  commanders,  diverted  from  performing 
any  real  fervice,  was  a  circumftance  which  helped 
to  diftrefs  them.  Its  large  and  regular  payments, 
with  the  neceflary  rewards  which  had  been  given 
for  fervice  *,  had  already  exhauiled  the  treafure 

of  God  upon  it,  will,  we  doubt  not,  clear  us  to  all  indifferent 
perfons,  both  of  the  jefuitical  counfels  and  the  perfonal 
treachery  to  which  fome  have  prefumed  fo  impudently  to 
impute  it ;.  and  God  fo  blefs  our  future  aflions,  as  we  have 
delivered  the  truth."  Clarendon  ov^ns,  that  the  reafcn  of 
prince  Rupert's  advance  was,  intelligence  he  had  received 
from  London,  that  if  the  King's  army  drew  near,  no  refiil- 
ance  would  be  made.     Rujhiioorthi  vol.  V.  p.  61,  ^ /eg. 

*  The  allowance  of  Eflex  v/as  ten  pounds  and  that  pf 
Bedford  fix  pounds  a  day.  The  Commons,  to  encourage 
their  foldiery  to  repair  to  their  colors,  ordered  every  foot- 
man half-a-crown,  and  the  horfe  five  (hillings,  above  their 
pay.  Nor  was  the  parliament  lefs  humane  than  generous ; 
the  foldiers  wounded  in  their  fervice  were  difpofed  in  the 
feveral  hofpitals  about  London,  and  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  fuperintend  the  government  of  the  hofpitals,  that 
the  patients  might  be  provided  with  every  thing  neceiTary. 
Thus  every  member  of  each  houfe  was  rendered  ufeful,  by 

B  b  2  having^ 
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Anno  1642.  provided  for  the  expence  of  the  threatened  war  ^, 

AffeiTments.  Thc  parliament  was  now  obliged  to  have  recourfc 

to  the  unpopular  expedients  of  heavy  aireflrnents 

upon  towns  and  counties  f ;  and,  by  thofe  who 

having  an  employment  alloted  him  which  was  adapted  to 
his  genius.     Fat  I,  Hiji.  vol.  XII.  p.  31. 

*  Thofe  wealthy  individuals  who  had  with  fuch  forward 
zeal  offered  up  their  riches,  not  finding  the  war  anfwer  their 
expeftation,  grew  backward  in  their  advances  of  money. 

f  The  expence  of  the  war  having  hitherto  Iain  on  the 
friends  of  Liberty,  and  particularly  on  the  citizens,  who  had 
advanced  large  fums  on  the  propofitions  of  parliament  for 
loans ;  thefe,  on  an  application  of  both  houfes  to  the  fame 
purport,  defired  them  to  confider  how  to  raife  money,  in  fuch 
fort  that  the  whole  charge  might  not  lie  upon  the  well-affefted 
party,  but  that  the  malignants  fhould  likewife,  according  to 
their  abilities,  bear  a  fhare.  This  produced  the  firft  ordinance 
for  an  afTeifment,  which  was  direfted  to  be  laid  on  the  con- 
tributors  upon   the   propofitions  for  lending  money,    and 
raifing  horfe  and  arms,  which  was  not  to  exceed  the  twentieth 
part  of  their  eftates  real  and  perfonal.     The  neceflities  of 
parliament,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the  non-contributors,   dc- 
cafioned  feveral  arbitrary  ordinances  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  alTefirnent.     Colleftors  were  empowered  to  break  open. 
chefts,  trunks,  boxes,  doors,  &c.  whereby  to  take  a  diftrefs 
for  the  fum  affefied  ;  they  were  empowered  to  receive  debts, 
to  the  value  of  the  fums  afifefiled  ;  and,  to  facilitate  the  dif- 
covery  of  debts,  had  authority  to  compound  with  the  debtors 
for  the  fame.    The  military  were  authorized  to  fearch  for  the 
refufers,  and  to  bring  them  before  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  for  examination,  who  had  power  given  them  to 
imprifon  the  refufers  in  fuch  places  of  the  kingdom,  and  for 
fo  long  a  fpace  of  time,  as  they  Ihould  appoint  ;  with  an 
injundlion,  that  the  families  of  the  offenders  fhould  no  longer 
•  remain   within  the  liberties  of  London  and   Weftminfter. 
The  feverity  of  this  ordinance  was  made  more  intolerable 
by  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  members  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  who  w^re  only  to  be,  afTeffed  by  that  houfe  to 
which  they  belonged.     No  partizan  of  Liberty  would  have 
willingly  fubmitted  to  fo  tyrannical  an  exertion  of  power,  on 
other  confideration  than  that  pf  its  being  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, to  meet  with  an  open  apparent  danger,  threatening 
determined  Havery  :  the  exception  which  was  undoubtedly 
injurious,  was  carried  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  only  by  a 
majority  of  forty- three  voices  againll  forty.     The  King  did 

not 
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were  protedlcd  or  awed  by  the  royaliils,  their  or-  ^nno  1642. 
dinances  were  ill  obeyed  ;  whilit  the  King,  hav- 

not  fail  to  reprefent  to  the  people  the  illegality  of  thefe 
enormous  afts  of  power,  which  the  neceffity  of  affairs,  in  a 
manner,  obliged  the  parliament  to  exert ;  and  farther  de- 
clared, that  he  was  fo  far  from  challenging  fuch  a  power 
himfelf,  or  from  requiring  a  twentieth  part  of  his  fubjefts' 
eftate,  though  for  their  own  vifible  prefervation,  that,  as  he 
had  already  fold  or  pawned  his  own  jewels  and  coined  his 
own  plate,  fo  he  was  willing  to  fell  all  his  own  lands  and 
houfes  for  their  relief.     Though  it  was  impoffible,  at  this 
time,    for   the   King  to   fucceed  fo  far   in  perfuading  the 
people  that  the  public  intereft  was  connefted  with  his  pri- 
vate, as  to  enable  him  to  exert  fo  high  an  afl  of  authority 
as  the  putting  forth  an  ordinance  for  a  general  afieffment, 
yet  certain  it  is,  that  afleffments  regularly  levied  by  military 
force,  in  all  the  counties  where  the  King's  power  prevailed, 
helped  to  fupport  his  army  :  this,    he  pretended,  was  with 
the  inhabitants*  confent,  becaufe  that  having  gained  a  few 
leading  men  of  the  county,  they  refolved  that  fuch  a  fum 
{hould  be  given  ;  and  this  donation,  from  men  who  had  no 
right  in  law    or  equity  over   the  property   of  their  fellow- 
countrymen,  was  called  by  the  King  the  confent  of  the  inha* 
bitants.     Thefe  aflefrments.  Clarendon  fays,  were  all  by  the 
power  and  intereft  of  prince  Rupert,  afligned  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  horfe.     The  expence  of  the  feveral  garrifons, 
and  the  whole  body  of  foot,  which  amounted  to  three  thou, 
fand  pounds  weekly,  and  the  King's  private  expences,  were 
fupported,  all  the  winter,  by  voluntary  contributions,  out  of 
the  private  and  public  purfe  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and 
the  loan  of  other  individuals,  the  King  drawing  confiderable 
fums  from  London,  notwithftanding  the  ftrid;  watch  kept  by 
the  parliament.     It  may  bedifcovered,  from  the  King's  pro- 
clamation for  the  better  governing  his  army,  and  againft  the 
plundering,  fpoiling,  and  robbing,  which  they  were  notori- 
oufly  guilty  of,  that  he  alTumed  and  exerted,  on  occaiions, 
a  power  equal  to  this  exerted  by  the  parliament.     **  We 
have  thought  fit  to  publifh  and  declare  (fays  the  proclama- 
tion) our  royal  pleafure  to  be,  that  from  henceforth  no  offi- 
cer, foldier  of  horfe  or  foot,  or  party  fent  from  ou*  army, 
prefume  to  fearch  for  or  feize  upon  any  money,  plate,  goods, 
pr  houlliold-fluff,  belonging  to  any  of  our  fubjeds,  of  what 
condition  foever,  without  our  exprefs  warrant  for  the  fame, 
^nder  our  fign-manual,  declaring  the  caufe  of  fuch  feizure." 
ja  lord  Fairfax's  account  of  the  condition  of  the  northern 
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Mno  >645.  ing  the  greater  part  of  the  landed  intereft  in  his 
favor,  and  the  proprietors  engaged  in  milirary 
fervice,  his  troops  were  in  fome  meafure  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  the  ofHcers  *.  Charles,' 
by  his  conne6tions,  having  a  full  inttiligence 
of  the  difficulties  his  enemies  had  to  ftruggle 
with,  reproached  the  parliament  m  bitter  terms 
for  their  laft  meflage  :  "  They  were  yet  govern- 
ed,  he  faid,  by  a  m.alignant  party,  of  whom  he 
had  often  complained.  He  upbraided  them  with 
the  rebellious  adtions  of  the  army  which  had  been 

parts,  he  tells  the  parliament,  that  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  had 
leized  upon  Leeds,  where  he  had  plundered  the  well-aiFecled, 
and  raifed  a  very  great  fum  of  money  out  of  thofe  whom 
they  could  draw  to  compound  for  their  fecurities  :  that  he 
proceeded  in  raifing  money  by  all  the  illegal  and  oppreffive 
ways  which  could  be  devifed  ;  and  both  by  commiilion  of 
array,  and  by  prefTes  made  in  the  churches,  raifed  all  the 
men  he  could.  This  account,  wich  the  cry  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  not  immediately  protected  by  the  power  of  the 
parliament,  againft  the  plunder,  rapines,  and  exactions  com* 
mitted  by  the  King's  army,  ill  agree  with  his  accufation  of 
the  parliament,  and  his  profeiTions  on  this  head  ;  fo  obviouily 
contradidory  to  his  conducl,  that  one  would  imagine  they 
were  aiTertions  for  after-times  to  rely  on,  rather  than  to  ferve 
a  prefent  purpofe.  It  was  only  to  the  enemies  of  the  parlia- 
ment, that  their  aileiTments  were  arbitrary  ;  their  friends 
willing!/  aiTs^nted  to  them,  as  voluntary  contributions  The 
parliament  defended  their  arbitrary  aflefTments,  on  the  urgent 
principles  of  felf-defence,  the  depriving  an  enemy  of  the 
means  to  take  from  them  that  which  is  the  moll  dear  to  ge- 
nerous minds,  their  Liberty  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that,  if  the 
King  did  not  challenge  a  power  of  afTefTment,  he  exerted  it 
wherever  it  was  in  his  power.  Pari.  Hiji.  vol.  XH.  p;  64, 
y  jeq.  Ill,  l^ feq  Rujh^orth,  vol.  V.  p.  Gjy  t^ Jeq,  Clar, 
HiJ.  vol   IL  p.  67. 

*  The  property  of  the  King's  troop  of  life-guards,  com- 
pofed  o£  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  were,  according  to  Cla- 
rendon, at  lea'l  equal  to  that  of  all  the  Lords  and  Commons 
who  remained  at  Weltminiler.  The  upper  houfe,  at  this 
time,  was  reduced  to  fifteen  or  fixteen  members;  and  the 
number  vvhich  Gompofyd  the  lower  houfe  was  infinitely  in- 
ferior tQ  the  legal  propoi  tioa. 

raifed 
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raifed  under  pretence  of  orders  of  both  houfes :  ^""°  ^^^* 
he  talked  of  it  as  an  unpardonable  infolence  to 
invite  him  to  London  whilft  their  army  continued 
there ;  but  as  he  did  not  impute  the  affront  to 
both  his  houfes  of  parliament,  nor  to  the  major 
part  prefent  in  thofe  affemblies,  fo  he  would  not, 
for  his  good  fubjefts'  fake,  and  out  of  the  moft 
tender  fenfe  of  their  miferies,  take  advantage  of    . 
it :  But  if  the  parliament  would  really  purfue 
the  courfe  they  feemed  by  their  petition  at  Coin- 
brook  to  be  inclined  to,  he  (hould  make  good 
all  he  then  promifed  *.     Before  the  receipt  of  st'*e"gt^  of 
this  anfwer,  the  parliament  had  been  made  ac-  patty7* 
quainted  with  the  defigns  and .  ftrength  of  the 
party,  by  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  Hague, 
diredled  to  fecretary  Nicholas,  and  fuppofed  to 
come  from  colonel  Goring  f .    Befides  the  difco- 

*  The  King  had  never  promifed  any  particulars. 
f  It  gave  intelligence,  that  the  defe6lion  of  the  navy  would 
have  given  the  King  a  dangerous  blow,  had  it  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  the  reputation  of  his  fuccefs  at  land,  which  had 
fo  raifed  his  credit,  that  the  prince  of  Orange  had  advanced 
all  the  fums  e^pedted ;  viz.  forty  thoufand  pounds  already 
embarked :  that  a  great  bufinefs  in  agitation  would,  when 
concluded,  bring  fixty  thoufand  pounds  more :  that  twenty 
thoufand  foot-arms,  beiides  garrifon-arms,  near  two  thoufand 
ho'rfe-arms,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  were  fent  before  • 
the  queen,  who  was  to  bring  with  her  waggons,  and  all  ac- 
commodations,   to   march   with    very  confiderable   officers, 
among  whom  were  general  King,  deiigned  for  lieutenant- 
general  :  that  ten  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred horfe  had  been  fent  from  Denmark ;  and  every  thing 
proportionable,  to  the  very  drums  and  halberds,  conveyed 
with  two  good  men  of  war,  bringing  an  ambafTador  to  his 
Majefty,  a  perfon  of  great  quality  in  Denmark,  of  whom 
it  was  defired,  that  care  might  be  taken  that  he  might  be 
nobly  treated  :  for  the  entire  negledl  of  the  laft  was  fo  much 
refented  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  that  it  had  like  to  have 
fruftrated  all  expeftations  in  that  court,  had  not  Cockrain 
very  handfomely  evaded  it ;  that  the  King's  party  in  Holland 
had  great  appreheniions,  left  he  had  entered  farther  into  a 

B  b  4  treaty 
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Aano  1643.  very  of  this  foreign  afTiftance,  expeded  by  the 
King,  the  forces  his  party  had  now  coUefted 

treaty  than  they  had  been  advertifed  of,  or  could  well  ap- 
prove ;  that  they  believed,  according  to  their  intelligence, 
that  if  the  King  had  approached  London,  without  making 
too  long  ftay  on  the  way,  the  matter  would  have  been  deter- 
mined ;  that  fome  of  the  King's  horfe  might  be  well  fpared, 
and  fent  into  Kent,  to  countenance  a  very  afFeflionate  and 
confiderable  party  there ;  that,  but  for  the  unhappy  inter- 
ception of  the  lafl  week's  letters,  the  queen,  with  her  party, 
would  have  been  on  the  other  fide  London,  in  Norfolk  and 
EiTex  :  that,  in  that  cafe,  having  all  the  kingdom  behind 
them,  on  every  fide,  the  King's  army  would  have  been  better 
able  to  have  fubfilled  without  the  town  than  they  within  s 
that,  if  they  could  once  get  foot,  they  ftiould  colled  the 
four  hundred  thoufand pounds  fubfidies  univerfally  throughout 
the  kingdom ;  which  would  make  the  King's  army  fubfift,  an4 
wear  out  the  enemy's ;  that  what  was  expected  from  Denmark 
and  France  were  encouragements  not  to  admit  any  treaties 
but  upon  terms  of  great  advantage  and  honor  to  his  Majefty, 
Notwithftanding  the  King's  folemn  affeveration,  that  no 
extremity  fhould  ever  tempt  him  to  make  ufe  of  foreign 
troops  againft  his  fubjefts ;  and  his  afiertion,  that  no  Qoe 
could  think  him  fo  mad  as  to  attempt  fo  dangerous  an  expe- 
dient as  to  make  ufe  of  foreign  force,  he  had  aftually  fent 
Cockrain  to  demand  affiftance  of  men,  money,  arms,  and 
^ips,  from  the  king  of  Denmark  ;  with  inflrudlions  to  in- 
form that  monarch  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  in  England, 
which  had  rendered  it  difficult  for  him  to  apply  to  foreign 
treaty  for  fupprelTing  the  defign  of  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  left 
it  ihould  bring  fcandal  on  him,  and  draw  away  univerfally 
the  hearts  of  his  people :  that  he  had  now  great  encourage- 
ment by  the  exceeding  numbers  of  gentry  who  reforted  tp 
him  ;  that  the  ftates  of  Holland  had  condefcended  to  give 
her  majefty  the  queen  a  convoy  of  the  greatefl  part  of  their, 
fleet,  now  at  fea,  for  her  return  into  England  :  that  he  ex- 
pected and  hoped,  that  his  neighbor  princes  and  allies  would 
not  look  upon  fo  dangereous  a  precedent  to  their  own  crowns 
and  monarchies,  without  contributing  to  fupprefs  the  de- 
ngn  of  the  rebels.  Cockrain,  to  excite  the  king  of  Denmark 
to  comply  with  the  King's  demand,  was  to  inform  hini,  that 
it  had  been  publicly  moved  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  in- 
terpofe  in  the  accommodation  of  the  Dutch,  and  to  fet  out 
a  fleet  to  take  away  his  cuftoms  of  the  Sound  ;  that  they  had 
iearched,  vifited,  and  detained  divers  of  his  Ihips,  to  the 

great 
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were  by  no  means  defpicable  ;  The  earl  of  New-  ^nno  1642^ 
caftle  had  affociated  the  northern  countie$  *,  and^^^'"^*; 
with  the  Papifts  of  thofe  parts,  of  which  hisiignanta.un- 
army  was  for  the  moll  part  compofed,  had  raifed^"j^^,^.^"fi 
9.  body  of  eight  thoufand  men  + ;  whilft  the  ^arhJe,infeftihe 

'  *^  North, 

great  prejudice  of  the  Norway  trade;  and  that  they  did  pre- 
pare force  againft  others,  whom  they  permitted  not  to  water, 
nor  any  other  accommodation,  being  bound  for  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  put  in  by  ftrefs  of  weather  into  the  Weft  of 
England  :  they  had  attempted  to  lay  a  great  blemiftj  on  his 
Danifti  majefty's  family,  endeavoring  to  illegitimate  all  de- 
rived from  his  iifter;  which  their  moft  deteftable  and  fcanda- 
lous  defign  they  had  purfued,  examining  witnelTes,  and  cen- 
furing  circumfl:ances  and  times,  to  color  their  preteniions ; 
and  which  as  his  facred  majefty  of  England,  in  the  true  fenfe 
of  honor  of  his  mother,  did  abhor  and  would  punifti,  {o  he 
expedled  his  Daniih  majefty's  concurrence  in  vindicating  a 
fifter  of  fuch  happy  memory,  and  by  Vv^hom  fo  near  an  union, 
and  continued  league  of  amity  and  friendlhip,  had  beea 
produced  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Though  it  does  not 
appear,  that  there  was  any  real  foundation  for  the  afiertion 
concerning  the  Danifti  traders;  and  it  would  have  been  a 
piece  of  ill  policy  in  the  parliament,  to  ufe  fuch  unneceflary 
feverity  ;  nor  for  the  fecond  afiertion,  concerning  a  formal 
enquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the  late  queen  Anne  of  Denmark  ; 
yet  it  is  likely,  that  the  people  in  ger.eral,  to  whom  the  licence 
of  fpeaking  truth  was  now  allowed,  were  free  in  their  cenfure? 
of  the  King's  mother,  whofe  want  of  chaftity  is  hinted  at  by 
feveral  authors,  and  many  particulars  mentioned  by  Sir 
Robert  Peyton,  a  fervant  of  James's  court.  There  are  like- 
wife,  in  the  advocates'  Library  at  Edinbnrgh,  anecdotes  pre- 
ferved,  which  more  than  render  dubious  the  conjugal  fidelity 
of  this  princefs. 

Four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  granted  this  par- 
liament, for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  and  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt,  which  had  not  yet  been  levied. 

*  The  biftiopric  of  Durham,  with  the  counties  of  Nor- 
thumberland, Cumberland,  and  Weftmorland. 

■\-  In  a  declaration  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  had  pub- 
liftied  the  day  before  the  battle,  ftiewing,  that  the  King  had 
lefufed  their  petition  for  peace,  and  was  fo  engaged  to  the 
Popifti  party,  that  all  hopes  of  peace  were  excluded,  they 
affert.  That  though  the  King  endeavored  to  keep  oif  fufpi- 
figns,   by  feajful  oaths  apd  imprecations,   concerning  his 

purpofe 
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Anno  1642.  of  Cumberland,  whom  Charles,  by  the  defire  of 
his  friends  in  Yorkfhire,  had  left  in  the  principal 
command    over   that  country,     found   himfelf 

purpofe  of  maintaining  the  Proteftant  religion ;  and  that 
great  numbers  of  the  Papifts  themfelves,  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  their  priefts,  hadinfhew  conformed  themfelves ;  yet 
his  majefty  being  now  grown  Itronger,  and  able,  as  he  con- 
tJeived,  to  make  good  his  end  by  arms,  his  confidence  in  that 
party  did  fully  appear  :  perfons  imprifoned  for  priefts  and 
Jefuits  had  been  releafed  out  of  the  gaol  of  Lancafter ;  pro- 
feffed  Papifts  had  been  invited  to  take  up  arms ;  'commiffions, 
Bnder  his  majefty's  authority,  had  been  granted  to  many  of 
them,  for  places  of  command  in  the  war  [here  the  declaration 
mentions  fourteen] ;  that  divers  forces  were  raifed  and  paid 
by  the  earl  of  Worcefter;  that  his  fon,  the  lord  Herbert,  was 
made  general  of  all  South- Wales ;  that  Papills  were  armed 
and  Employed  in  the  North  of  England,  and  advifed  and 
confulted  with;  that  men  had  been  fent  to  Hamburgh  and 
Denmark,  to  raife  forces  there,  and  to  bring  them  over  to 
join  with  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  and  the  army  of  Papifts  which 
was  intended  to  be  itifed  in  Newcaftle;  that  the  King  had 
received  in  his  court  Papifts  convided  in  Ireland  of  high- 
treafon ;  and  that  Jefuits  and  priefts  in  foreign  parts  had 
made  great  colle£lions  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  Papifts 
in  Ireland,  and  the  farthering  his  majefty 's  defigns  againft 
the  parliament.  The  King,  in  two  declarations,  one  of 
which  he  publifhed  before,  and  the  other  after  the  battle  of 
Edgehill,  pofitively  denied  the  truth  of  thefe  aftertions, 
grounding  his  denial  of  the  releafe  of  the  Jefuits  out  of  Lan- 
cafter  gaol  on  the  fubterfuge,  that  they  had  not  been  yet 
convidled  as  fuch ;  but  on  what  pretence  he  denied  the  other, 
is  not  fo  eaiily  to  be  difcerned.  In  his  turn  he  accufed  the 
parliament  of  employing  Popifli  officers  and  foldiers,  in  great 
numbers ;  of  uiing  induftry  to  corrupt  their  loyalty,  even  to 
the  affuring  them  that  the  penal  laws  in  their  disfavor  fliould 
be  repealed.  The  two  houfes  treated  with  great  contempt 
the  King's  accufation;  and,  to  prove  its  abfurdity,  alleged 
thofe  inftances  of  feverity  they  had  ftiewn  the  Papifts,  publifti- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  lift  of  Popilh  ofticers,  who  had  com- 
miffions  under  the  King's  hand,  with  a  petition  prefented  to. 
him  by  the  Popifti  recufants  of  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
whilft  he  was  yet  at  Shrewft)ury,  for  leave  to  provide  arms  for 
his  fervice ;  and  his  anfwer,  granting  the  requeft. 
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ilrong  enough  to  adventure  the  proclaiming  the  ^^^^  ^^4*« 
chief  adherents  of  the  parliament  traitors  *. 

*  This  was  returned   in  a  fevere  declaration  of  the  lord 
Fairfax,  which  drew  from  theearl  of  Newcaftlea  jufliHcation 
at  length,  out  of  which  are  takeA  the  following  fpecimens  of 
this  nobleman's  genius:    '*  You  charge  me,  fays  he,    with 
having  invaded  the  county  of  York;  an  infolent  and  pre- 
fumptuous  challenge  !  Can  the  King's  forces  be  faid  to  make 
an  invafion  in  his  own  dominions  ?  They  who  take  thefword 
(withoit  lawful  calling)    fhall   perifli  by  the  fword ;  and  he 
who  fheddeth  man's  blood,  without  a  commiflion  from  the 
King  of  Heaven,  who  only  hath  original  power  over  the  lives 
of  his  creatures  (and  no  multitude  of  men  in  the  world,  col- 
lective or  rcprefentative},  by  man  fhall  his  blood  be  fhed. 
The  fupreme  magiftrate  is  God's  vicegerent,  and  bearcth  not 
.  the  fword  in  vain  ;  but  thofe  who  prefume  to  ufe  the  fword, 
and  can  derive  no  pov^er  from  him,  it  were  meet  for  them  to       c 
make   their  account  betimes  with  God,  left  they  die  in  the 
Hats  of  murderers,  both  of  themfelves  and  others:  my  cafe 
is  clea    different  from  theirs ;    there  may  be  treafon  againft 
the  King,    there  can  be  none  againft  them ;  there  may  be 
forfeuui ::  of  e!i_tes  to  him,  there  can  be  none  to  them..  The 
King  may  raife  arms,  and  levy  a  juft  war;  whatfoever  they 
do,  in  that  kind,   is  void,    by  the  law  of  nations."     In  ano- 
ther vindication  of  himfelf,   for  employing  Popifti  recufants, 
he  cites  the  example  of  heathen  emperors  and  Chrifiian  po- 
tentates,  who  employed  in  their  fervice  thofe  who  were  of 
different  faith  from  themfelves ;    and  fays,  the  point  is  not 
of  their  religion,    but  whether  they  could  be  trufted  in  point 
of  fidelity  and  allegiance  ?    This  language  fpeaks  very  plain- 
ly the  principles  of  the  party ;  but  however  convincing  the 
arguments  might  be  to  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  they  muft  have 
ferved  in  the  prefent  juncture   rather  to  roufe  and  irritate, 
than  to  calm  and  allay,  the  fears  and  jealouiies  of  the  people,    - 
The  parliament  is  again  taxed  by  this  nobleman  with  having 
great  numbers  of  Papifts  in  their  army ;   but  thefc  were  ge- 
neral accufations,    without  any  attempt  at  a  proof;  iince 
neither  the  King,  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,   nor  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, who  has  the  fame  affertion  in  his  hiftory,  name  one 
fmgle  Catholic  employed  by  the  parliament,   who,  on  their 
lide,   produced  lifts  of  Popilh  officers  in  the  King's  fervice, 
with  their  feveral  qualities  and  employs.    The  Papifts  might 
rationally  expert  benefit  from  ferving  the  King ;    but  their 
principles,  both  civil  and  religious,  were  at  this  time  fo  op-  , 

poiite  to  thofe  afterced  by  the  parliament,  that  it  is  not  pro- 
bable 
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Anno  1644.      The  lord  Fairfax  had  received  a  commiflion  to 

forcesTnder  command  the  parliament's  forces  *  in  thefe  parts ; 

the  lord  but  was  too  weak  to  prevent  the  earl  of  New- 
caflle  from  forcing  his  way  to  York  f  :  He  was 
received  there  in  great  triumph  by  Sir  Thomas 
Glemham,  whom  Charles  had  appointed  gover- 
nor under  the  earl  of  Cumberland  J  ;   but,  in  an 

Encounter,  encountcr  at  Tadcafler,  he  was  worfted  by  the 
lord  Fairfax,  whofe  valiant  fon.  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax,  attacked  and  ftormed  feveral  places  in 
the  pofTelTion  of  the  royalifts  :  among  the  chief  of 
thefe  was  Leeds,  which  contained  five  hundred 
foldiers  of  the  King's  party.  Sir  Hugh  Chol- 
mondeley,  another  parliament  commander,  beat 

bable  they  could   have  been  prevailed  on   to  fight  for  their 
authority.     Rujh-worth, 

*  The  parliament's  party  in  Yorkfhire  had  been  drawn 
into  a  convention  of  neutrality  by  the  royalifts,  who  having 
lent  away  feveral  regiments  of  horfe  and  foot  to  the  King, 
wanted  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  excurlions  of  the  gar- 
rifon  at  Hull  and  Pomfret  caftle.  This  convention,  there- 
fore, being  obvioufly  to  the  advantage  of  the  enemy,  was 
broken  by  the  authority  of  parliament.  According  to  Cla* 
rendon,  if  the  parliament  had  at  iirft  appointed  a  commander 
in  chief,  to  unite  their  forces  in  this  county,  or  if  the  pride 
and  jealoufy  of  Sir  John  Hotham  had  not  prevented  him 
from  feconding  and  affifting  lord  Fairfax,  all  Yorkfliire  had 
been  abfolutely  fabjeded  to  their  authority, 

f  The  fouthcrn  parts  of  Yorkfhire  were  for  the  Kirg; 
the  northern  parts,  to  the  borders  of  Scotland,  for  the  par- 
liament. 

X  On  the  earl  of  Newcaftle's  arrival  in  Yorkftiire,  with 
three  thoufand  foot  and  feven  hundred  horfe,  the  earl  of 
Cumberland  refigned  to  him  the  command;  and  King,  who, 
vv'ith  Goring,  was  come  over  from  Holland,  was  appointed 
lieutenant-general  of  his  army,  and  Goring  general  of  the 
horfe.  The  parliament  complained  that  the  King,  in  his 
commiffion  to  govern  the  northern  counties,  aiiefted  toereft 
a  provincial  government  in  the  North,  clearly  againft  the 
common  law,  and  the  judgment  given  in  parliament  for  the 
taking  away  the  court  of  York.  Clar,  Hifi.  vol.  11.  p,  108. 
i^ijrA //?/7.  vol.  XI.  p.  391. 

the 
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the  enemy  at  Gifborough,  whilft  the  earl  of  Mew-  Anno  1642. 
caftle  took  Bradford  by  ftorm.  The  parliament 
followed  the  example  which  had  been  fet  by  the 
carl  of  Newcaftle,  and  began  to  afTociate  thofe 
counties  where  their  party  prevailed.  Thofe  Counties  af- 
moft  eminently  affe6led  to  them  were  the  midland  [he  patua- 
ones  *  :  They  had  fmarted  mod  by  profeciitions  ment. 
for  fliip-money  •,  and,  by  their  nearer  neighbor- 
hood to  the  capital,  had  been  more  under  the 
lalh  of  the  Star-chamber  and  council-board  ty- 
ranny than  the  remoter  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
fuch  as  Wales,  Cornwall,  Lancafhire,  Chefhire, 
and  Cumberland  j  places  much  infefted  with  Pa- 
pifts,  and  where,  property  being  very  unequally 
divided,  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  large  for- 
tunes, who  were  moft  of  them  tainted  with  arbi- 
trary principles,  civil  and  ecclefiaftic,  had  great 
weight.  In  thefe  counties  the  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  except  the  traders,  declared  for  the 
Kino-  f,  Nantwich  in  Chefhire  and  Manchefler 
in  Lancafhire,    two  great  mercantile  towns,  af- 

*  Norfolk,  SuiFolk,    Cambridge  and  Ely  were  aflbclated 
under  the  lord  Grey  of  Werk.     IVhitlock^  p.  63. 

f  In  the  midland  counties,  the  King,  by  the  injudicious 
condu6l  of  the  lord  Say,  had  preferved  to  hinifelf  Oxford  ; 
and  the  earl  of  Effex*s  want  of  fpirit  and  adivity  occafioned 
Banbury  and  Reading  to  fall  into  his  hands:  he  garrifoned 
thefe  towns,  with  Wailingford,  a  place  of  importance  within 
eight  miles  of  Oxford,  and  Brill  on  the  edge  of  Bucking- 
hamfhire  ;  and  thus  commanded  all  Oxfordfhire  entire,  and 
a  great  part  of  Berkfhire,  Brill  and  Banbury  giving  him 
fome  influence  on  Buckinghamfhire  and  Northamptonfliire. 
After  his  return  to  Oxford,  his  troops  took  Marlborough  in 
Wiltfhire,  within  twenty  miles  of  Oxford,  a  town  well  af-» 
fedled  to  the  parliament,  and  lately  garrifoned  ;  and  which 
making  a  brave  defence,  was  almoft  all  burnt  in  the  adion; 
it  afforded  great  pillage  to  the  enemy,  who  indifcriminately 
plundered  friends  and  foes.,  Clar.  Hiji,  vol.  11.  p.  63,  ^feq, 

ferted 
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Ann*  i64»' ferted  the  authority  of  parliament*;  Northamp- 
ton in  Northamptonfhire,  and  Coventry,  and 
Killingworth  in  WarwickHiire,  were  garrifoned 
by  the  two  hoiifes  ;  the  lord  Grey,  fon  to  the  earl 
of  Stamford,  was  mafter  of  Leicefter  f  ;  Sir  John 
Geli  fortified  Derby  againil  the  King ;  and  the 
Ihires  of  Derby,  Stafford,  and  Leiceiler,  joined 
in  an  afibciation,  under  the  lord  Brook,  one  of 
the  greateft  partizans  of  Liberty  this  generous  age 
produced. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  advantages,  the  caufe  of 
Freedom  was,  in  this  hoflile  controverfy,  in  too 
dangerous  a  (late  for  the  parliament  not  to  defire 
a  peace  on  any  terms  which  could  give  a  rational 
fecurity  for  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution, 
as  improved  and  explained  by  the  a6ls  which  had 
palTed  this   feffion.     Torn   by   fadtions   among 

•    -        themfelves,    and  dreading  the   improvement  of 
the  King's  force  by  the  arrival  of  the  queen,  who 

*  Thefe  advantages  proceeded  from  the  inaftivity  of  the 
«arl  of  Derby,  to  whom  the  King  had  given  a  commiSion  to 
command  in  thefe  two  counties,  but  without  leaving  other 
force  than  his  interefl:  and  authority  ;  "  For,  fays  Clarendon, 
as  a  great  part  of  Lancalhire  confifted  of  Papifts,  it  was  con- 
fidently believed  that  there  was  not  one  man  of  ten,  through- 
out the  county,  who  meant  not  to  be  dutiful  and  loyal  to  the 
King."  The  fame  author  tells  us,  that  fo  hard  was  the  King's 
^  condition,  that  though  he  knew  his  fmall  fuccefs  in  Lancalhire 
proceeded  from  the  want  of  conduct,  and  a  vigorous  and  ex- 
pert commander,  yet  he  thought  it  not  fafe  to  make  any  al- 
teration, left  the  earl  Ihould  manifeft  what  he  could  do  againfl 
him,  though  he  could  do  little  for  him:  however,  the  lord 
Capel  being  fent  with  a  commiflion  of  lieutenant-general 
over  Shropfhire,  Chelhire,  and  North-Wales,  which  had 
joined  in  an  afibciation  for  the  King,  the  parliament's  friends 
were  prevented  from  fending  afliftance  to  the  lord  Fairfax. 
Claretjdon^s  Hijiory,  vol.  11.  p.  112,  ^  feq. 

f  The  lord  Grey  received  fome  oppolition  in  Leicefterftiire 
from  colonel  Haftings,  younger  fan  to  the  earl  of  Hunting- 
don. Clar.  Hijf.  vol.  II.  p.  113. 

was 
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was  daily  expedled  with  a  large  fupply  of  money,  -^^^  *^4^* 
arms,  and  ammunition,  the  two  houfes,  accord- 
ing to  the  King's  invita,tbn  from  Reading,  made 
another  application  to  him  for  peace.     The  lord-  4??^'*^*'. 

f  f  '  ^  . .       -  tions  to  the 

mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  or  L.on- King  for 
don  had  joined  in  a  petition,  to  invite  the  King  p"^*' 
back  to  the  parliament ;  but  as  the  defire  of  the 
city,  exprefTed  in  this  petition,  was,  that  Charles 
lliould  not  corne  as  a  conqueror,  at  the  head  of  a 
rapacious  infolent  army,  but  that  difuniting  him- 
felf  from  thofe  who  wifhed  ill  to  the  peace  and 
Liberty  of  the  country,  he  fhould  put  hirnfelf  on 
the  affedlions  of  the  parliament  and  city,  it  was 
rejeded  w^ith  a  higher  degree  of  haughtinefs  and 
difdain  than  had  been  a  petition  of  the  like  nature 
from  the  parliament  *.  After  a  general  profeflion, 
that  he  never  entertained  any  mifapprehenfion  of 
the  loyalty  of  the  city  of  London,  he  reprefcnted 
all  the  irregular  ads  which  provocation,  policy, 
and  necellity,  had  occafioned  in  this  metropolis, 
as  outrages  of  fo  tremendous  a  nature,  that  they 
called  down  the  immediate  vengeance  of  God, 
unlefs  the  city  would  purge  itfelf  of  guilt,  by  de- 
livering up  to  him  their  pretended  lord-mayor, 
and  other  leaders,  whom  he  had  particularly 
marked  as  traitors  in  his  proclamations  -j- ;  he 
gracioufly  offered  pardon  to  the  reft,  and  to  give 

♦  A  petition  of  a  different  nature  from  this  was,  by  the 
King*s  party  in  the  city,  prefented  to  the  upper  houfe  for  a 
peace :  the  Commons  had  rejedled  it,  as  having  been  pro- 
cured by  undue  means ;  and  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common-council  protefted  againll  it.  "  They  had,  they  faid, 
damned  it  by  a  public  a6l ;  and  did  defire,  that  when  here- 
after any  petition  came  to  parliament,  in  the  name  of  the  city 
of  London,  and  was  not  attelled  by  the  hand  of  the  town- 
clerk,  it  might  be  rejedled,  and  not  efteemed  as  a  petition 
from  the  city.     ParL  Hiji.  vol.  XII.  p.  103. 

t  Yen,  Foulke,  and  Manwaring, 

them 
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Anno  1642.  them  the  honor  of  his  prefence,  when  they  fhould 
put  themfelves  in  a  proper  pofturc  to  receive 
him;    with  a  warning,    that  whofoever  fhould 
hence-forward   contribute,    by  the  payment  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  or  any  other  tax,    on 
what  pretence  of  authority  foever,  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  EfTex,  muftexped  the  fevered  punifhment 
the  law  could  inflid ;    and,    in  the  mean  time, 
that  his  majefly  would  feize  upon  any  part  of  his 
eilate  within  his  power;   and,  fmce  he  denied  to 
his  majefty  the  duty  and  benefit  of  his  fubjedlion, 
his  majefty  would  deny  to  him  the  benefit  of  his 
protedion,  and  fhould  fignify  to  his  foreign  mt- 
nifters,  that  fuch  perfon  fhould  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  being  his  fubjedt.     On  the  rhetoric  of 
this  anfwer,  fo  entirely  in  the  flyle  of  a  conquer- 
or, to  a  city  powerful  like  London,  and  fruitful 
Ruftwortb,  ^^  refources,  did  Charles  fo  much  depend,  that, 
vol.  v.  p.    when  he  delivered  it  to  that  committee  of  alder- 
*'^*  men  who  prefented  him  the  petition,    he  told 

them,  it  was  his  exprefs  command  that  it  fhould 
be  read  publicly  at  a  common-hall,  and  before 
the  people"^.  The  lord- mayor  did  not  hefitate 
to  obey,  in  this  particular,  the  royal  injunftion, 
having  obtained  the  confent  of  both  houfes,  who 
appointed  a  committee  of  Lords  and  Commons 
to  be  prefent  when  the  King's  anfwer  was  read, 

*  The  King  was  fo  earned  on  this  point,  that,  left  his  an- 
fwer Ihould  be  fupprefTed  by  the  committee,  he  fent  it  by  one 
captain  Heron,  whofe  father.  Sir  Edward  Heron,  high- 
IherifF  of  Lincolnfhire,  having  been  voted  a  delinquent,  for 
executing  the  commiffion  of  array,  the  young  man  fhewed  a 
great  unwillingnefs  to  render  himfelf  noxious  to  the  party, 
and  refufed,  till  he  was  much  pre/Fed  by  the  lord-mayor  and 
the  committee,  to  read  the  King's  anfwer,  intimating  that 
his  commiffion  was  only  to  deliver  his  letter  to  the  lord- 
nisyor.     Pari  Hifi,  vol.  XII.  p.  122,  l^  fe^, 

m 


C    H    A    R    L    E    S      1.  385 

in  a  full  afiembly  of  people.  Mr.  Pym,  by  di-  Ann©  164^. 
reclion  of  parliament,  in  a  long  fpeech  acknow- 
leged  the  generous  magnanimous  condudl  of  the 
city,  and  their  Heady  adherence  to  the  principles 
of  Liberty:  he  avowed,  that  all  thofe  adions 
with  which  they  had  been  reproached  by  the 
King  had  been  done  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  parliament :  he  vindicated  thofe  com- 
mands, and  fhewed  that  the  King's  anfwer  was  a 
libel,  Huffed  with  fcandalous,  injurious  aflertions 
on  the  two  refpedable  bodies  of  parliament  and 
city^:  On  the  threatening  part  of  the  anfwer, 
he  faid,  that  the  danger  arifing  from  thefe  ill 
councils  which  influencend  the  King,  could  not 
be  kept  off  but  by  the  power  of  arms  ;  and  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons  were  fo  far  frorn  beins 

*  On  the  King's  aflertion,  That  he  was  driven  by  tumults 
out  of  the  city,  Mr.  Pym  remembered  the  company  of  the 
King's  going  the  day  after  his  attempt  to  feize  the  members 
into  the  city,  without  a  guard  ;  and  his  reiiding  divers  days 
at  Whitehall,  Hampton- Court,  and  Windfor,  without  any 
attempt  which  could  give  him  apprehenfion  of  fear:  On 
his  accufing  the  two  houfes  of  deftroying  the  property  of  the 
fubjed,  by  taking  away  the  twentieth  part  by  an  arbitrary 
pov/er,  Mr.  Pym  obferved,  that  there  was  little  reafon  for 
this  objection  on  his  majefty's  behalf,  when  it  was  well 
known,  that  from  the  fubjefts  vvho  were  within  the  power 
of  his  army  he  did  take  the  full  yearly  value  of  their  lands, 
and  in  fome  cafes  more;  that  not  only  particular  houfes, 
but  whole  towns,  had  been  plundered  by  command  and  de- 
fign;  and  that  by  proclamations  men  were  declared  to  for- 
feit all  their  eftates,  becaufe  ihey  would  not  obey  arbitrary 
commands:  To  the  King's  declaration,  that  he  expeifled  * 
to  be  kept  from  tumults  and  affronts,  Mr.  Pym  obferved, 
that  his  majefty's  expreffions,  in  his  anfwer,  tending  to  the 
making  a  divilion  in  the  city,  and  to  the  raifmg  a  party 
which  might  make  difturbances  in  the  orderly  government 
now  eftablilhed  in  it,  would  be  more  prejudical  to  his  quiet 
abode  in  London  than  any  thing  which  had  ever  been  aded 
by  the  houfes  of  parliament,  cr  the  prefent  governors  of  the 

'  ilQL^  III.  C  c  frighted 
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-Aoiio  1642. frighted  by  his  menaces,  that  they  had  declared 
a  farther  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  army  ;  and  hoped  for  the  continuance  of  the 
good  affections  of  the  city  ;  and  that  they  would 
add,  to  what  they  had  already  done,  fome  farther 
contributions  towards  the  fupport  of  thofe  forces 
maintained  for  their  fafety. 

The  fevere  and  fpirited  animadverfions  which 
fell  from  Mr.  Pym  were  received  with  fo  gene- 
ral an  applaufe,  followed  by  a  chearful  declara- 
tion that  the  citizens  would  live  and  die  with 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament  *,  that  the  King, 
who  expedted  his  party  in  London  would  have 
been  enabled  to  exert  themfelves  powerfully  on 
the  occafion,  full  of  rage  and  difappointment, 
fent  an  angry  declaration  to  the  fheriffs  of  Lon- 
don, in  which  he  required  the  mailer  and  war- 
dens of  the  feveral  companies  to  fummon  their 
members  •,  and  to  read,  in  their  feveral  halls,  his 
fore-mentioned  anfwer  and  this  declaration,    in 

*  Clarendon,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  a  previous  obfer- 
vation,  that  rhe  humors  of  the  people,  when  obllruded, 
break  out  with  the  greater  violence,  fappofes  this  not  to  be 
the  efFeifl  of  inclination,  but  reflraint.  In  the  printed  ac- 
count of  this  bufinefs  it  is  faid,  that  after  the  King's  an- 
fwer had  been  read  once  on  the  Huftings,  and  then  in  the 
Clock-houfe,  an  inconiiderable  company,  near  the  door, 
made  fome  offers  towards  an  acclamation  ;  but  finding  no 
expedled  echo  to  anfwer  their  iliout,  they  wound  up  in  a 
little  modefly  and  a  great  deal  of  iilence  :  That,  at  the  end 
of  every  period  of  Mr.  Pym's  fpeech,  the  applaufe  was  fo 
great,  that  he  was  fain  to  reft  till  filence  was  again  made  ; 
and  when,  at  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  he  defired  the  citi- 
zens to  declare,  that  they  would  prote£l  thofe  of  their  meni- 
bers  who  had  been  demanded  by  the  King,  thefe  words 
were  no  fooner  uttered  than  followed  a  loud  and  continual 
acclamation,  which  refolved  itfelf  into  the  more  articulate 
and  diflincl  found,  **  We  will  live  and  die  with  them;  we 
will  live  and  die  with  them."  ParL  Hiji^  vol.  XII.  p.  127, 
^Je<i.     Clar.  HiJ.  vol.  IL   p.  83,  ^<^, 

which 
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which  he  tells  the  citizens  not  to  look  upon  Ifaac  Anno  164a, 
Pennington  as  their  lord-mayor,  and  direds  the 
fherifFs  to  commit  him,  with  the  aldermen  Ven, 
Foulke,  and  Manwaring,  to  fafe  cuftody.  As 
the  King  thus  endeavored  to  excite  the  people 
to  rife  againft  their  magiftrates,  and  to  produce 
a  fcene  of  confufion  which  ihould  facilitate  his 
triumphant  entry,  the  parliament,  fearing  the 
ftrength  and  activity  of  his  party,  commanded 
the  fherifFs  not  to  aflemble  at  their  halls,  accord- 
ing to  the  King's  order  ;  and  as  he  had  declared 
to  the  committee  of  aldermen,  that  he  would 
fend  meffengers  to  obferve  the  carriage  of  the 
city;  and,  by  private  agents  fent  to  London, 
kept  a  confbant  correfpondence  with  his  party, 
the  two  houfes  made  a  declaration,  that  all  per- 
fons  coming  from  the  King's  quarters  to  Lon- 
don, without  a  fafe-condud:,  fliould  be  treated  as 
fpies.  At  the  fame  time  an  order  palTed,  that 
no  carriers  or  waggoners  fhould  be  permitted  to 
go  to  Oxford,  or  elfcwhere,  without  fpecial  li- 
cence from  the  parliament. 

Though  the  King's  late  condudl  carried  fymp- 
toms  little  favorable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  deter- 
mined application,  yet  the  two  houfes  wrote  to 
the  King  for  a  fafe-condu6t  for  commiflioners 
they  had  appointed  to  carry  to  him  propofitions 
of  peace  :  and,  when  a  fafe-condudl  was  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  the  lord  Say,  one  of  the  no- 
minated commiflioners,  on  the  fame  pretence  on 
which  Sir  John  Evelyn  had  been  before  refufed, 
fo  flrong  was  the  party  in  parliament  for  a  treaty, 
that,  facrificing  the  moft  important  pundilios 


* 


*  Pun6lilios  of  fuch  obvious  confequence,  that,  had  the 
parliament  abided  by  the  relblution  of  not  admitting  the 
King's  objedlion,  and  on  this  particular  admittance  had 
been  refufed  to  their  commifTioners,  the  public  mull  have 
been  convinced  of  the  King's  ill  intention. 

C  C    2  to 
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Anno  1642,  f Q  ^ri  ardent  defire  of  peace,  the  two  houfes,  on 
the  King's  objedlion,  fubmitted  to  nominate  the 
earl  of  Pembroke,  in  the  room  of  lord  Say  *. 
In  the  propofitions  now  offered  to  the  King,  the 
parliament  had  abated  of  the  rigor  of  their  for- 
mer demands,  infixing  upon  nothing  which  was 
not,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  neceffary 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitiition  -f,  except- 
ing that  epifcopacy  Ihould  be  utterly  aboliihed, 

*  The  commiffioners  who  carried  the  propofitions  for 
peace  were,  the  earls  of  Northumberland,  Pembroke,  Sa- 
iilbury,  and  Holland  ;  the  vifcounts  Wenman  and  Dungar- 
van ;  Sir  John  Holland,  Sir  William  Litton,  Pierpoint, 
Whitlock,  Waller,  and  Winwood.  Lord  Say,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  Sir  John  Evelyn,  had  delired  that  the  Lords  would 
difpenfe  with  his  fervice  as  commifiioner,  that  the  treaty 
might  not  be  interrupted.  The  Lords  conceiving,  as  they 
faid,  that  the  precedent  trenched  on  the  effential  proceeding 
of  parliament,  left  it  freely  to  lord  Say,  either  to  go  or  Hay, 
as  he  Ciould  think  proper.     Par/,  hij}.  vol.  XIL  p.  187. 

f  It  is  difhcult  to  determine  what  terms,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  aitairs,  could  have  fecured  the  freedom  of  the 
conllitution,  or  refcued  it  from  being  totally  deftroyed  by  a 
faction  naturally  attached  to  the  moil  noxious  prerogatives 
of  the  crown  ;  and  now,  by  the  oppolition  they  had  met 
with,  rendered  acrimonious  againft  popular  powers.  \i 
this  fa£lion  had  upon  a  treaty  regained  their  legiilative  pri- 
vilege, a  majority  of  parliament  would  have  been  formed 
for  the  King,  which,  in  all  probability  would  not  only 
have  reinftated  him,  but  ftrengthened  his  former  preroga- 
tives, to  prevent,  for  the  future,  their  being  invaded  by 
popular  powers.  A  fentiment  of  this  kind  was  flung  out 
by  the  King  himfelf  to  the  parliament's  commiffioners  for  a 
treaty  :  If  he  had  as  much  inclination,  as  he  had  more  right 
to  fears  and  jealoufies  than  the  parliament,  he  might  with 
more  reafon,  he  faid,  have  iniifted  on  an  addition  of  power, 
as  a  fecurity  to  enable  him  to  keep  his  forts  when  he  had 
them;  (fmce  it  appeared  it  was  not  fo  great,  but  that  they 
had  been  able  to  take  them  from  him),  than  they  to  make 
any  difficulty  to  reilore  them  to  him  in  the  fame  cafe  they 
were  before.     Clar*  Hjji^  vol.  XL  p.  171. 

2 

and 
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and  that  ecclcfiaftical  controverfies  fliould  be  de-  Anno  1641' 
termined  by  their  afTembly  of  divines  ^. 

'  *  In  the  preamble  to  the  propofitions,  the  parliament  de- 
clare their  fears  and  dangers  continued  and  increafed,  by 
the  raifing,  drawing  together,  and  arming  great  numbers  of 
Papifts,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Newcadle  ; 
likewife  by  the  making  the  lord  Herbert  of  Ragland,  and 
ether  known  Papifts,  the  commanders  of  great  forces,  whereby 
many  grievous  oppreffions,  rapines,  and  cruelties,  had  been 
and  were  daily  exercifed  on  the  eftates  and  properties  of  the 
fubjedl.     The  propofitions  were  as  follow  : 

That  the  armies,  on  both  iides,  be  difbanded  ;  and  the 
King  return  to  the  parliament. 

That  delinquents  be  left  to  a  legal  trial  and  judgment  of 
parliament. 

That  Papifts  be  difarmed. 

That  the  royal  aflent  be  given  to  the  following  bills : 

For  taking  away  fuperftitious  innovations. For  the  utter 

abolifhing  and  taking  away  archbilhops,  bilhops,  deans,  &c. 

Againft   fcandalous  minifters,  againft  pluralities. 

For  confultation  to  be  had  with  godly,  religious,  and  learned 
divines  ;  and  that  his  majefty  be  pleafed  to  promife  to  pafs 
fuch  other  bills  for  thp  fettling  the  church-government,  as, 
upon  confultation  with  the  affembly  of  the  faid  divines, 
fliall  be  refolved  by  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

That  an  oath  be  eftablifhed,  by  aft  of  parliament,  for 
the  better  and  fpeedier  convidlion  of  recufants  :  and  that  his 
majefty  be  pleafed  to  confent  to, 1.  A  bill  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children  of  Papifts  by  Proteftants. -II.  A 

bill  for  the  true   levying  the  penalties   againft  recufants  ;  > 

and   that  the   penalties  be    levied    in  fuch  manner  as  both 

houfes  of  parliament  fhall  agree  on. III.   A  bill  whereby 

the  praftice  of  Papifts  againft  the  ftate  may  be  prevented. 

That  the  earl  of  Briftol  and  the  lord  Herbert  be  removed 
from  his  majefty's  council  and  court ;  and  that  they  may  not 
bear  ofHce  or  employment  concerning  the  ftate  and  common- 
wealth. 

That  the  militia  be  fettled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  be 
agreed  on  by  both  houfes. 

That  fuch  perfons  as  have  been  put  out  of  the  commiffion 
of  peace.  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  from  being  Cuftodes 
Rotulorum,  lince  the  firft  day  of  April,  1642,  other  than 
fuch  as  were  put  out  by  defire  of  parliament,  may  be  re- 
Itored;  and  fuch  perfons  put  out  of  thofe  commiftions  and 
offices  as  Ihall  be  excepted  againft  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. 

Cc  3  That 
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Anno  164s.      Whether  the  eager  defire  of  peace  which  pof- 
felTed  the  major  part  of  the  parliament,  and  par- 

That  a  bill  be  pafTed  to  vindicate  and  fecure  the  privileges 
of  parliament  from  the  ill  confequence  of  the  late  prece- 
dent, in  the  proceedings  againft  the  lord  Kimbolton  and  the 
five  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

That  the  royal  afient  be  given  unto  fuch  adls  as  ftiall  be 
advifed  by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  for  fatisfying  the 
debts  and  damages  whereby  they  have  engaged  the  public 
faith  of  the  kingdom. 

That  a  ftri(Et  alliance  be  entered  into  with  the  ftates  of 
the  United  Provinces,  and  other  ilates  of  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion. 

That  all  offences  committed  before  the  tenth  of  January, 
3641,  which  have  or  ihall  be  queftioned  in  parliament  be- 
fore the  tenth  of  January,  1643,  fhall  be  excepted  out  of 
the  general  pardon  ;  which  oiFences  (liall  neverthelefs  be 
taken  and  adjudged  to  be  fully  difcharged,  againft  all  in- 
-  ferior  courts  :  That  there  fhall  be  an  exception  of  offences 
committed  by  any  perfons  who  have  had  an  hand  in  the 
irifh  rebellion  ;  and  an  exception  of  William  earl  of  New- 
caflle,  and  George  lord  Digby. 

That  his  majefty  be  pleafed  to  reftore  fuch  members  of 
parliament  a?  have  been  put  out  of  place  iince  the  begin- 
ning of  parliament,  that  they  may  receive  fatisfadlion  and 
reparation  for  thofe  places ;  and  that  all  others  may  be  re- 
ilored  to  their  ofhces  and  employments,  who  have  been  put 
out  of  the  fame,  upon  any  difpleafure  conceived  againft 
them,  for  obeying  the  commands  of  parliament,  or  for  any 
occafion  arifmg  from  the  difrerence  between  his  majefty  and 
the  parliament. 

That  Sir  JohnBram.pfton  be  appointed  chief  juftice  of  the' 
court  of  King's  Bench,  William  Lenthall,  Efq.  mafter  of 
the  Rolls,  Mr.  Serjeant  Wild  chief-baron  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer  ;  Mr.  Serjeant  Rolle  and  Atkins  jufdces  of  the 
King's  Bench,  Mr.  Serjeant  Pheafant  one  of  the  jufticesof 
the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  Mr,  Serjeant  CrefTwel,  Brown, 
and  Palefton,  barons  of  the  Exchequer;  and  that  the  lord- 
chief-juftice  Banks,  Mr.  Jufiice  Bacon,  Reeves.,  Fofter,  be. 
continued  in  their  offices  ;  and  that  all  the  judges  of  the  fe- 
veral  courts  hold  their  places  quamdieu  Je  bene  gejjer int. 

Brampfton,  on  pretence  that  he  ftood  bound  by  recog- 
nizance to  attend  the  parliament,  on  an  accufation  againft 
him,  having  excuf^d  himfelf  from  fitting  on  a  commiilion. 
cf  Oyer   and  Terminer   to  attaint   the  earl   of  Eilex,    and 

others,. 
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tlcularly  the  upper  houfe,  had  deceived  them  Anno  1643. 
into  an  opinion  that  Charles  was  fincere  when  he 
profelled  an  inclination  to  clofe  the  fcene  of 
biood  ;  whether  they  had  a  meaner  opinion  of 
the  flrength  of  his  party  than  v^as  entertained  at 
the  councils  at  Oxford;  whether  this  negociation 
was  only  fct  on  foot  to  convince  their  party  that 
there  was  a  necefiity  to  fupply  the  expence  of  the 
war  in  a  manner  which  Ihould  enable  them  to  pro- 
fecute  it  with  more  vio-or  than  it  had  been  hither- 
to  carried  on  •,  whether  the  popular  leaders  gave 
.way  to  the  importunities  of  thofe  who  clamored 
for  a  treaty,  on  purpofe  to  expofe  to  the  public  the 
height  of  the  King's  pretenfions  *  :  whether  one 

others,  of  high-treafon,  had  been  removed  from  his  office, 
and  Heath  appointed  chief-jaftice  in  his  Head;  but  that 
the  fupple  Banks,  that  infamous  tool  of  power,  who  had 
afferted  fuch  treafonable  arguments  againil  the  privilege  of 
the  people,  in  defence  of  the  right  of  the  crown  to  taxation, 
Ihould  be  in  the  lift  of  the  judges  to  be  continued,  does 
little  honor  to  the  parliament.  On  the  confideration  of 
the  propofitions  of  peace  to  be  fent  to  the  King,  a  vote 
having  pafied  the  upper  houfe,  that  thofe  only  who  had 
been  impeached  before  the  iirft  of  January  laft  (hould  be 
proceeded  againft  in  parliament,  the  peers  Warwick,  Peter- 
borough, Manchefter,  Say  and  Seal,  Wharton,  Boling- 
broke,  Willoughby  of  Parham,  Brooke,  and  Grey  de  Werk, 
for  the  following  reafons  entered  their  proteils  :  '*  Becaufe 
we  conceive  it  improper  for  this  houfe  to  move  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  in  the  ftopping  of  their  proceedings  by  im- 
peachments ;  and  that  it  doth  not  only  give  encouragement 
to  a  king  to  attempt  the  like  lloppage  of  juflice  by  force, 
and  from  this  precedent  to  ftand  upon  the  protecting  of  per- 
fons  impeached,  but  to  fubjecls  alfo,  who  may  be  induced 
to  undertake  any  thing,  in  hope  of  impunity,  even  from 
the  defires  of  this  houle,  which  hath  not  demanded  any  one 
of  thofe  to  be  left  to  trial,  v/ho,  iince  his  majefty's  going  to 
York,  have  been  impeached  of  high-treafon  for  adual  levy* 
ing  war  againft  the  King  and  kingdom."  Pari.  Hi^.  vol, 
Xir.   p.   103,    (^/eq.   147,   C^/eq, 

*  What  were  the  pretenfions  oft'He  King   and  his  party 
may  be  difcovered  from  lord  Briftcrs  fpeech,  on  the  occa- 

C  c  4  fion 
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Afipo  1642.  of  thefe  caufes,  or  all  of  them  together,  co-ope- 
rated to  produce  the  prefent  negociation,  cannot 

fion  of  the  parliament's  propofitions  for  peace  i  Is  it  fit  for 
a  King,  fays  he,  to  beg  peace  of  his  fubje£ls  ?  for  the  regal 
authority,   the  immediate  figure  of  Heaven^  and  the  deity 
on  earth,  to  defcend  from  its  fupreme  height,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  derive  its  power  from  a  fabordinate  power  derived  from 
its  bounty  ?    That   were  to   invert  and    viciate   the  courfe 
of  nature,  to  enforce  the  caufe  to  give  place  to  its  effed, 
the  fun  to  acknowledge  his   all-quickeriing  heat  and   light 
emergent  from   the  terreflrial  nres,  created,  as  it  were,  and 
iiTuing  from  his  influence.     In  Spain,  where  the  long  time 
I  refided   as  ambaffador  afforded  me  privilege   to    be  well 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  that  kingdom,    in  no  age  or 
record  can   fcarcely  be  found  mention  of  inteftine  and   ci- 
vil wars,    till  thefe  very  years,    v/hen  all  the  world  labors 
with  dilTentions  :  the  reafon  is,    becaufe  they  are  truly  fub- 
jef^s,  and  the  fovereign  truly  afovereign  ;  and  fince  the  ftate 
here  will  neither  be  fo  to  the  King,    nor  fuffer  the  King  to 
be  fo  to  them,  my  reafon  tells  me  they  fhould  be  compelled 
to  it.     It  is   no  difiionor  to  fubjeifls   to  condefcend  to  any 
propofitions  to  their  ?ung,  but  it  is  an  exceffive  declenfion 
and  diminuticm  to  his  Majefty^s  royalty  to  fubmit  himfelf  to 
his  fubjeds.     My  opinion  therefore  is,  v/ilh  all  humility  to 
his  rnajeily,  That  he  neither  propound   to  the  parliament, 
nor  receive  from   them,    any  condition  of  peace,  but  fuch 
as  {hall  abfolutely  comply  with  the  regal  dignity  and  prero- 
gative which   God    and  fucceifion    have   allowed  him,  and 
fuch  as  may  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  us  or  our  eftates.    We 
liave  an  army  on  foot  j    a   braver  the  fun  never  {hone  on  5 
an  army  who   bv  force  can   compel  that, which   fair  v.'ords 
cannot  efTeft."     The  earl  of  Doifetj  it  is  faid,    in  a   fpeech 
in  which  he  reprimanded  the  earl  of  Briitol  for  recommend- 
ing the  Spanifh  government  as  an  example  to  be  followed 
in   England,  urg^ed  the  advantages  of  peace,    and  a  fpeedy 
accommodation  with  the  parliament  |  but  there  were  many  of 
the  king's  counfellors,  and  thofe  about  his  perfon,  whofe  opi- 
■nlcns  and  inclinations  were  as  malignant  as  the  earl  of  Briilol. 
Thefe  had  devoured,    in  their  expectations,    the  eftates  and 
properties  of  tue  party  in  oppoiition,    as  the  ju{l:  reward  of 
their  attachment  to  the  crov/n  ;  and  breathing  the  fentimcnts 
and  inclinations  of  Charles,  were  the  perfons  the  moil  trufted, 
and  the   moil:  confuited  by  him,  in   all  his  tranfaftions  with 
the  parliament.     Among  the  chief  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Hyde, 
akerwards  earl  of  Clarendon,  a  great  favorite  of  the  King, 

in 
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be  determined.  Certain  it  is,  thofe  who  built  Anno  1642. 
any  hopes  on  the  fuccefs  of  it  were  very  much 
difappointed  ^  for  the  King  flifly  infilled  on  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  crown  in  all  its  powers  and 
prerogatives.  After  magnifying  his  grace  and  con^ 
defcenfion  in  admitting  of  a  treaty  on  the  parlia- 
ment's propofitions,  he  agreed,  that  thefe,  with  the 
following  ones,  fhould  be  together  difcuffed  by 
perfons  appointed  for  this  purpofe  by  himfelf  and 
the  two  houfes  :  That  his  majefly's  own  reve- 
nue, magazines,  towns,  forts,  and  fbips,  which 
have  been  taken  from  him  by  force,  be  forth- 
with reftored  :  That  whatfoever  hath  been  done, 
,or  publifhed,  contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  the 

in  whofe  conduft  may  be  traced  the  fame  inclinations  as  pof- 
fefTed  the  earl  of  Briftol,  and*  whofe  writings  are  full  of 
the  fame  doctrine  as  is  contained  in  his  fpeech  :  this  noble- 
man is  confequently  charafterized  by  him  as  a  man  of  parts 
and  wifdom.  Whitlock,  one  of  the  parliament  commiliion- 
ers,  fays,  that  after  they  had  debated  fome  point  of  the 
treaty  with  the  King  till  midnight,  and  had,  at  length, 
come  to  a  conclulion,  he  would  the  next  morning  tell  them 
he  had  altered  his  mind,  and  that  the  paper  he  now  gave 
them  was  the  anfwer  he  was  refolved  to  make  on  their  laft 
debate.  Whitlock  fays,  there  were  of  his  party  of  whom 
they  enquired  concerning  this  pafTage,  who  told  them,  that 
gfter  the  commiflioners  and  the  King's  council  were  gone 
from  him,  fome  of  his  bed-chamber,  and  they  went  higher 
(the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice),  hearing  from  hitn 
what  anfwer  he  had  promifed,  and  doubting  it  would 
tend  to  fuch  an  iiTue  of  the  treaty  as  they  did  not  wiih,  they 
being  rather  for  the  continuance  of  the  War,  never  left 
prefTmg  him  till  they  had  perfuaded  him  to  change  his 
former  refolution,  and  to  give  order  for  his  anfwer  to 
be  drawn  as  it  was  received.  The  King's  council  who  at- 
tended him  at  this  time  at  Oxford  were,  the  lord  Littleton, 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  the  earls 
of  Southampton,  Dorfet,  Leicefter,  Briftol,  Mewcaftle,. 
Berkihire,  the  lords  Dunfmore,  Seymor,  Saville,  Falkland, 
Sir  John  CoJepeper,  Sir  John  Banks,  fecretary  Nicholas, 
and  Hyde,  lately  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Rujhworih,  Clar.  B'f.,  VVhitlQck. 

Jand, 


394  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

Anno  1642.  land,  or  derogatory  to  his  majefly's  legal  and 
known  power,  be  renounced  and  recalled,  that 
no  feed  may  remain  for  the  like  to  Ipring  out 
for  the  future  :  That  whatfoever  illegal  power 
hath  been  claimed  and  exercifed  by  or  over  his 
fubjedls,  by  the  authority  of  both  or  either  houfes 
of  parliament,  be  difclaimed  ;  and  all  fuch  per- 
fons  fo  committed  be  forthwith  difcharged  :  That 
as  his  majefty  will  readily  confent  (having  done 
fo  heretofore)  to  the  execution  of  all  laws  al- 
ready made,  and  to  any  good  a6ts  to  be  made, 
for  fupprefling  Popery,  and  for  the  firm  fettling 
the  Proreftant  religion,  now  eftabliihed  by  law  -, 
fo  he  defires  that  a  good  bill  may  be  framed,  for 
the  better  prcferving  the  book  of  Common- Prayer 
from  the  fcorn  and  violence  of  Brownifts,  Ana- 
baptiils,  and  other  feflaff-ies,  with  fuch  claufes  for 
the  care  of  tender  confciences  as  his  majefty  hath 
formerly  offered  * :  That  all  fuch  perfons  as, 
upon  the  treaty,  fliall  be  excepted  out  of  the  gene- 
ral pardon,  fhall  be  tried  per  pares ^  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  and  known  laws  of  the  land  : 
And,  to  the  intent  that  this  treaty  may  not  fuf- 
fer  interruption  by  any  intervening  accident, 
that  a  ceflfation  of  arms  and  free  trade  for  all  his 
majefty's  fubjecls,  may  be  firft  agreed  on. 
Haughty  as  were  the  ftyle  of  thefe  pro- 
portions, the  two  houfes  condefcended  to  ap- 
Fnntiefs  point  commilTioners  to  treat  with  the  King  on 
Otefwd^*  the  joint  propofitions  ;  with  an  afTent  to  a  cef- 
fation,  \mder  certain  limitations  and  reftric- 
tions,  neceffary  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  their  af- 
fairs. After  much  controverfy  on  both  fides, 
in  which  Charles  endeavored  to  outv/it  the  com- 

*  The  King  had  never  made  any  offer  of  this  kind  but 
in  general  terms. 

mifTioners, 
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miflioners  ^^  he  fent  a  meffage,   to  the  following  -^n"®  ^^^^* 
purport,  to  the  parliament :  That  as  foon  as  they 

*  The  King  having  again  excepted  againfl:  the  lord  Say, 
the  commiflioners  fent  to  treat  of  the  joint  propoiitions  for 
peace  and  the  articles  of  ceflation  were,  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, Mr.  Pierpoint,  Sir  William  Armyn,  Sir  John 
Holland,  and  Mr.  VVhitlock  ;  but  the  two  houfes  not  being 
entirely  fatisfied  concerning  the  integrity  and  ability  of  their 
commiffioners,  flridlly  tied  them  up  to  the  words  of  their 
propoiitions,  without  allowing  them  to  diiTent  in  any  parti- 
cular. Thirteen  days  having  been  fpent  in  ufelefs  contro-  , 
verfy  concerning  the  articles  of  cefTation,  the  two  houfes,  in 
the  following  reafons  for  rejeding  the  addition  made  to  their 
articles,  gave  the  King  to  underiland,  that  they  faw  plainly 
he  endeavored,  by  amufing  them  with  the  hopes  of  peace, 
to  draw  them  into  conceffions  on  which  he  might  profecute 
the  war  with  fuperior  advantages.  "  If  we  ftiould  grant  fuch 
a  free  trade  as  your  majefty  defires,  fay  they,  it  would  be 
very  difficult,  if  not  impolfible,  to  keep  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, money  and  bullion,  from  pafling  into  your  majefty's 
army.  As  liberty  in  trade,  in  the  utmoll  extent  which  can 
be  fafely  granted,  is  permitted  by  the  tv/o  houfes  in  time  of 
war,  your  majeily,  in  prefTing  this  for  the  peoples'  good, 
doth  therein  delire  that  which  will  be  very  little  beneficial  to 
the  fubjecl,  but  exceedingly  advantageous  to  your  majefty, 
in  fupplying  your  army  with  many  necelTaries,  making  your 
quarters  a  ilaple  for  fuch  commodities  as  may  be  veiled  in  the 
adjacent  counties,  and  thus  enable  the  inhabitants  better  to 
fupport  by  loans  and  contributions  your  army ;  whilft  the 
army  raifed  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  can  have  no  return 
of  commodities  and  fupplies  which  may  be  ufeful  for  them. 
They  conceive,  that,  in  a  treaty  for  a  ceffation,  thofe  de- 
mands cannot  be  thought  reafonable  which  are  not  indiffer- 
ent, that  is,  equally  advantageous  to  both  parties.  As  they 
have  given  no  interruption  to  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  but 
in  relation  to  the  fupply  of  the  contrary  army,  which  the 
reafon  of  war  requires,  fo  they  befeech  your  majeily  to  con- 
fider,  whether  your  foldiers  have  not  robbed  the  carriers  in 
feveral  parts,  where  there  hath  been  fuch  reafon,  and  your 
fhips  taken  many  ihips,  to  the  great  damage  not  only  of  the 
nier<;hants,  but  of  the  whole  kingdom  ?  and  whether  your 
majefty  hath  not  endeavored,  by  your  minifters  offtate,  to 
embark  the  merchants  goods  in  foreign  ports,  which  hath 
been  in  fome  meafure  executed  upon  the  eaftland  merchants 
in  Denmark ;  and  is  a  courfe  which  will  diminifh  the  wealth 
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Anno  1^4^',  hjid  latisfi^d  him  in  his  firil  propofition,    con^ 
cerning  his  revenue,  magazines,  fhips,  and  forts; 

of  the  kingdom,  violate  the  law  of  nations,  make  other  prin- 
ces arbiters  of  the  difference  between  your  majefty  and  your 
people,  break  the  intercourfe  between  this  and  other  ftates, 
and  bring  us  into  difTenfions  with  all  the  neighbor  nations  ? 

*'  To  demand  the  approving  the  commanders  of  (hips,  is 
to  delirc  the  ftrength  of  the  opponent  before  the  difference 
be  ended,  againlf  all  rules  of  treaty;  and  to  make  a  cefTation 
at  fea  would  leave  the  kingdom  naked  to  thofe  foreign  forces, 
and  open  for  fuch  fupplies  of  arms  and  ammunition  as  the 
parliament  have  caufe  to  believe  have  been  folicited  againll: 
them;  but  for  conveying  forces  from  one  part  to  another, 
they  (hall  obferve  the  articles  of  cefTation  by  which  that  is 
j-eftrained. 

"  As  for  the  expreffions  of  *  The  army  raifed  by  the  par- 
liament,' they  are  contented  it  fhould  be  altered  thus, 
*  Raifed  by  both  houfes  of  parliament,'  as  not  defiring  to 
differ  upon  words ;  but  to  give  any  conclufive  power,  in  this 
cafe,  to  the  committee,  upon  fuch  differences  as  may  arife 
■wherein  the  houfes  have  given  no  exprefs  direction,  is  neither 
fafe  for  the  committee  to  undertake,  nor  fit  for  the  two 
houfes  to  grant. 

**  It  mutt  be  acknowledged,  that  the  nature  of  war  is  in- 
compatible with  the  ordinary  rules  of  a  peaceable  govern- 
ment; your  majefty  would  have  them  commit  none  but  ac- 
cording to  the  known  laws  of  the  land ;  v^'hereby  they  con- 
ceive your  majefty  underftands,  by  the  ordinary  procefs  of 
law;  which  being  granted,  it  will  follov/,  that  noman  muft 
be  committed  by  them  for  fupplying  your  majefty  with  arms, 
povi'der,  and  ammunition  ;  for,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  the 
fubjeft  may  carry  fuch  goods  from  London,  or  any  other 
place,  to  Oxford.  The  foldiers  muft  not  be  committed,  if 
they  run  from  their  colors,  andrefufe  any  duty  in  the  ariiiy. 
No  man  fliall  be  committed  for  not  fubmitting  to  neceifary 
fupplies  of  money.  It  cannot  be  thought  reafonable,  that, 
under  the  difguife  of  a  cefTation,  they  fhould  admit  that 
which  willnecefTarily  produce  the  difTolving  their  army,  and 
deftruftion  of  their  caufe. 

**  it  feems  not  probable,  that  your  majefty  doth  intend 
that  if  any  be  taken  with  fupplies  for  our  army,  or  mutiny- 
ifng  in  your  ow?,  luch  perfons  fhall  not  be  cominitted,  but 
according  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land  ;  that  is,  by  procefs 
Of  iaw;  but  rather,  that  your  majefty  will  fo  interpret  this 
iiiftiiation  of  knovyn  l^ws,   that  though  it  lays  ftraight  bonds 
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rellored  all  the  members  of  both  houfes  to  the  ^^^'^  ^^^^* 
fame  capacity  of  fitting  and  voting  in  parliament, 

upon  both  houfes,  yet  it  leaves  your  generals  as  much  at  li- 
berty as  before  :  for  it  hath  been  denied  by  your  majefty, 
that  thefe  known  laws  give  any  power  to  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  to  raife  arms ;  and  fo  confequently  their  generals 
cannot  exercife  martial-law  In  thefe  cafes ;  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely but  that  it  will  be  afhrmed,  that  the  generals  confti- 
tuted  by  your  majeily's  commiffion  have  that  power  by  the 
fame  known  laws ;  fo  that  this  article,  under  the  fpecious 
fhew  of  Liberty,  would  altogether  difable  them  to  defejad 
their  liberties  and  laws,  and  would  produce  to  your  majefly 
an  abfolute  victory  and  fubmillion,  under  pretence  of  a  cef- 
iation  and  treaty. 

*'  Being  by  neceffity  inevitably  enforced  to  a  defeniive  war, 
in  this  unhappy  breach  between  your  majefty  and  them  ;  and 
that  they  are  therein  warranted  by  the  Jawj  of  God  and  man  ; 
it  mull:  needs  follow,  that  by  the  fame  laws  they  are  enabled 
to  raife  means  to  fupport  that  war;  and  therefore,  till  it  fliall 
pleafe  God  to  incline  yoar  majefty  to  afford  them  fuch  a 
peace  as  may  fecure  them,  they  cannot  relinquifti  the  power 
of  laying  taxes  upon  thofe  who  ought  to  join  with  them  in 
that  defence;  but  if  your  majefty  fnali  confent  todifoandthe 
armies,  the  caufe  of  the  war  being  taken  away,  the  confe- 
quences  will  likewife  be  removed,  and  the  fubjedls  refcored 
to  the  benefit  of  thofe  lavv^s  which  the  necelHty  of  arms  hath 
in  fuch  cafes  fufpended. 

"  The  claufe  in  the  third  article,  left  out,  implied  a  free- 
dom of  paflage  and  communication  of  quarters;  which  is 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  a  ceilation,  whereby  matters  Ihould 
be  preferved  in  the  ftate  they  are  (and  neither  party  have 
liberty  fo  much  to  advantage  himfelf  as  it  is  evident  your 
majefty  might  do  if  your  forces  in  the  North  and  Well  might 
join  with  thofe  of  Oxford,  and  bring  thither  thofe  fupplies 
of  treafure  and  arms  which  were  brought  out  of  Holland),  or 
at  leaft  it  ftiould  be  fo  indifferent  as  to  give  a  proportianable 
advantage  on  the  other  lide,  which  this  does  not :  for  the 
forces  under  the  power  of  both  houfes  are  fo  .difpofed,  that 
they  have  an  eafy  paffage  from  one  to  the,gther;  but  your 
majefty's  forces  are  fevered  the  one  from  the  other,  by  many 
large  counties,  ftrong  palTes,  and  competent  armies ;  and  if 
they  had  admitted  this  claufe,  they  had  bereaved  them felves 
of  one  of  the  greateft  advantages,  and  frptd  your  majefty's 
party  of  one  of  the  greateft  inconvenienciesj  which  yoarmv 
.jefty  or  they  have  in  the  wa;.  „  ^^^^ 
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Anno  1642.  as  they  had  the  firft  of  January  1641  ;    and  ad- 
journed the  parliament   to  fome  other  place,  at 

*'  For  the  reafons  already  alleged,  they  cannot  agree  with 
the  alterations  and  enlargements  of  the  ceiTation  propounded, 
or  to  transfer  any  fuch  power  to  the  committees,  of  treating, 
debating,  and  agreeing  upon  thofe  articles,  in  any  other 
manner  than  the  houfes  have  directed.  But,  that  a  fair  and 
fpeedy  paflage  may  be  opened  to  a  fecure  and  happy  peace, 
they  have  enabled  their  committees  to  hear  and  debate  upon 
the  two  propofitions  concerning  your  majefty's  own  revenue, 
the  delivery  of  your  towns,  caftles,  magazines,  and  lliips, 
and  the  difbanding  the  armies  ;  which  being  agreed  upon, 
a  prefent  peace  and  fecurity  will  follow,  and  the  treaty  upon 
the  other  propofitions  be  facilitated,  without  fear  of  inter- 
ruption by  the  confufion  of  war,  or  exafperation  of  either 
|)arty  by  the  bloody  efFeds  thereof." 

As  thefe  arguments  were  too  forcible  not  to  have  weight 
with  the  people,  the  King,  fearing  that  a  total  refufal  of 
the  cefTation,  as  propofed  by  the  parliament,  would  render 
him  odious  to  the  people,  offered  to  accept  their  conditions 
provided  he  might  not  be  underftood,.  he  faid,  to  confent  to 
any  of  thofe  unjuft  and  illegal  powers  which  they  exercifed 
over  his  fubjedls ;  but  from  henceforward  the  houfes  declined 
any  farther  argument  and  debate  concerning  the  ceflation, 
and  directed  their  committee  to  expedite  the  treaty  upon  the 
propofitions. 

It  is  plain  the  King  only  aflented  to  a  treaty  with  a  view 
to  enfnare  the  two  houfes  into  a  conceffion  which  fhould  put 
his  military  affairs  into  a  better  pofture,  and  to  endeavor  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  he  was  not  averfe  to  peace  on  rea- 
sonable conditions ;  but  with  a  determination  not  to  recede 
from  thofe  terms  which  he  knew  would  enable  him  to  give 
the  law  for  the  future.  It  mull  be  owned  that  in  thefe  futile 
arts,  calculated  to  deceive  the  vulgar,  Charles  was  a  great 
mafter ;  but  having  to  do  with  adverfaries  well  acquainted 
with  his  charafler  and  defigns,  and  fully  equal  to  the  talk 
they  had  undertaken,  he  but  entangled  himfelf  in  his  cob- 
web fnares,  and  convinced  the  parliament  that  thofe  condi- 
tions mull  be  rigorous  indeed  with  which,  with  fafety  to  the 
commonwealth,  they  could  rellore  fo  intriguing  a  fpirit  to 
the  exercife  of  royalty.  Clarendon  fays,  that  though  there 
was  a  party  at  Oxford  for  a  ceiTation,  yet  moft  of  the  King's 
counfellors,  and  many  pcrfons  who  had  given  great  life  to 
his  affairs,  were  abfolutely  againft  it ;  and  the  confideration 
of  the  northern  forces,  and  the  rellraining  them  within  their 
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leall  twenty  miles  from  London;  his  majefLy  Anno  1642. 
would  then  moil  chearfully  and  readily  confent 
that  both  armies  be  immediately  difbanded,  and 
give  a  prefent  meeting  to  both  his  houfes  of  par- 
liament ;  he  being  confident  that,  upon  a  free 
debate  in  a  full  and  peaceable  convention  of  par- 
liament, fuch  provifion  will  be  made  againft  fe- 
ditious  preaching  and  printing  againft  his  majefty 
and  the  eftablilhed  laws ;  fuch  care  taken  con- 
cerning his  legal  and  known  rights,  and  the  pro- 
perty and  liberty  of  the  fubjedl ;  that  whatever 
hath  been  done  by  any  illegal  authority  of  both 
houfes,  and  particularly  the  power  to  raife  arms 
without  his  majefty's  confent,  will  be  in  fuch  a 
manner  recalled,  difclaimed,  and  provided  againft, 
that  no  feed  will  remain  for  the  like  to  fpring  out 
of  it  for  the  future,  to  difturb'  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom.  The  King  promifes,  in  fuch  a  con- 
vention, to  confent  to  whatever  ftiould  be  pro- 
pofed  by  bill  for  the  real  good  of  his  fubjccbs, 
and  particularly  for  the  better  difcovery  and 
fpeedier  convi6lion  of  recufants,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  Papifts  by  Proteftants, 
for  the  prevention  of  pradlices  of  Papifts  againft 
the  ftate,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  and 
true    levying  of  the  penalties  againft   them  ^. 

oM  quarters,  who  feemed  to  be  in  a  condition  of  marching 
up  to  London  itfelf,  prevailed  very  far  with  the  King.  Rujh- 
Hvorth*   Clarendon^ s  Hijiory. 

*  The  King  himfelf  thought  thefe  conditions  as  beneficial 
to  his  fchemes  as  a  carte  blanch,  and  that  the  convention  re- 
quired would  be  the  mere  engine  of  his  pleafure,  and  lay  a 
more  folid  foundation  for  legal  defpotifm  in  the  crown  than 
could  be  eftablilhed  on  other  grounds.  Would  he  have  men- 
tioned the  laying  on  greater  reftriftions  on  the  Papifts,  from 
whom  he  had  condefcended  to  receive  hioh  obligations,  and 
who  on  this  account  had  a  right  to  expecl  a  return  of  favor, 
had  he  not  been  perfuaded  that  he  fhould  have  had  Influence 
enough  in  fuch  a  convention  to  make  their  protcdion  the 
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Anno  1642,  Whether  he  thought  his  forces  Ilrong  enough  to 
make  an  abibiute  conquefl  of    the  kingdom  j 

acl  of  the  afierably  ;  or  that  a  difcretionary  power  to  fufpend 
law  would  be  more  fully  and  firmly  eftabliftied  in  the  crown 
than  it  had  ever  been  ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  oppofition  to  the  will 
of  the  crown  would  be  rendered  very  difficult  or  impoffible  ? 
That  he  knew  this  was  obvious  enough  for  the  Papifts  to 
underrtand,  that  he  knew  they  were  too  well  acquainted 
wi:h  his  inclinations  and  the  power  of  the  queen,  to  fear  his 
deferring  or  negleding  them,  is  plain,  or  he  would  not  have 
ventured  by  fach  a  declaration  to  difguft  a  body  of  men  on 
whom  his  prefent  and  future  fortunes  fo  much  depended. 
The  King  knew  he  could  depend  upon  his  friends,  and 
thought  the  efficacy  of  the  words  parliament,  ejiablijhed  la-ivs^ 
V  ^ndi  legal  rights,    would  deceive  his  adverfaries    into  acqui- 

efcence.  "  l^  this  offer,  fays  he,  is  not  confented  to  (in 
which  I  afk  nothing  for  which  there  is  not  apparent  juftice 
on  my  fide,  and  in  which  I  defer  many  things  highly  con- 
cerning both  myfelf  and  people  till  a  full  and  peaceable  con- 
vention of  parliament,  which  in  juilice  I  might  now  require), 
I  am  confident  it  will  then  appear  to  all  tKe  world  not  only 
who  is  moll  defirous  of  peace,  and  whofe  fault  it  is  that  both 
armies  are  not  now  diibanded,  but  who  have  been  the  true 
and  firft  caufe  that  this  peace  was  ever  interrupted,  or  fhofe 
armies  laifed  ;  and  the  beginning  or  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  the  deflrudion  and  defolation  of  this  poor  kingdom,  will 
not,  by  the  moll  interefled,  paffionate,  or  prejudiced  perfon, 
be  imputed  to  me."  Some  very  fenfible  objections  had  been 
made  in  the  lower  houfe  againft  entering  into  a  treaty  before 
the  two  armies  were  diibanded,  viz.  That  the  Papifts  and 
maljgnants  now  about  the  King  would  eiFeflually  hinder 
fuch  a  peace  as  fhould  interrupt  their  deligns.  That  it  would 
not  be  fafe  for  the  King;  to  yield  to  fuch  propoiitlons  as  ftiould 
be  for  the  fuppreffing  Papiils  and  malignants,  his  perfon  be- 
ing in  their  power ;  nor  yet  {o  fafe  for  the  kingdom,  whilil 
arms  were  in  their  hands,  and  fo  great  a  party  in  Ireland 
and  foreign  Hates  to  encourage  and  affill  them.  That  whilft 
the  armies  were  on  foot,  upon  every  ditFerence  in  the  treaty 
both  fides  might  be  provoked,  with  more  animofity  and  bit- 
ternefs,  to  refer  matters  to  the  bloody  trial  of  the  fword. 
That  it  would  be  more  honorable  for  the  King,  and  more 
fafe  for  the  people,  that  the  propofitions  ihould  be  yielded 
after  the  difbanding  than  before  :  his  majelly  would  be  freed 
from  the  imputation  of  granting  any  thing  by  force,  which 
might  both  tiench  upon  his  honor  and  weaken  the  validity 
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•whether  he  thought  his  party  in  London  (who  Anno  1642? 
were  continually  entering  into  cabals  to  deilroy 
the  authority  of  the  parliament,  would  be  able 
to  force  a  conceffion  to  thefe  unreafonable  de- 
mands ;  or  whether  in  this  bufmefs  he  was  wholly 
diredled  by  fome  about  him,  who  afFeded  the 
fpoil  of  the  party  in  oppofition ;  it  is  certain, 
that  he  was  obftinately  fixed  on  fending  this  mef- 
fage,  the  parliament's  commifiioners  having  inf 
vain  ufed  many  arguments  to  diiTuade  him  froni 

of  the  things  granted  ;  and  both  houfes  be  free  from  that  tax 
of  unparliamentary  proceedings  implied  in  his  majelly's  an- 
fvver,  of  requiring  new  laws  by  arms. 

Notwithftanding  the  validity  of  thefe  reafons,   the  Lords 
did  not  think  fit  to  accede  to  them  ;  and  on  the  continuation 
of  the  debates  in  the  lower  houfe,  it  was  carried,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eighty- fix   againft  eighty-three,  to  enter  upon  the 
treaty  before  difbanding  :  but  on  the  manner  of  the  Kings's 
treating  with  the  commiffioners,  they  afterwards  received  in- 
ftruftions  to  infift  on   the   difbanding  the  two  armies.     The 
King,    to  gain  time,  wanted  to  enter  into  the  proportion  of 
his  return  ;    but  was  told,  that  the  two  houfes  conceived  his 
anfwer  to  be  in  effeft  a  denial,  unlefs  they  departed  from  all 
thofe  cautions  and  limitations  contained  i«  their  reply  to  his 
firrt  propofition ;  and  if  they  had  not  inferted  their  defire  of 
his  majefty's  return  in  their  committee^s  inftruclions,   it  was 
becaufe  they  conceived  the  difbanding  the  armies,  would  fa- 
cilitate his  refolution  therein.     At  this  junflure,' fo  flrong 
were  the  inclinations  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  of  many  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  houfe,  to  procure  peace,  that  it  is  probable, 
had  the  King   lefs  prefumed  on  the  power  of  his  arms,  he 
might,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  men  of  difcern- 
ment,  have  procured  conditions  fi*om  the  parliament  almoft 
as  favorable  to  his  purpofes  as  thofe  he  could  have  gained  by 
thefword.     **  For  the  propofitions,  fays  Sir  Benjamin  Rud- 
yard,  I  have  not  known  or  heard  that  all  the  proportions  in 
any  treaty  of  importance  were  ever  fwallowed  whole :  if  fome 
be  harfh  and  rough,  they  may  be  wrought  and  fuppled  by 
wife  treaties,  made  fit  for  acceptable  agreement ;  if  others 
be  unpafTable,  they  may  be  totally  rejeded.     Thofe  which 
are  our  unqueflionable  rights  may  be  fo  claimed  and  held.'' 
FarL  Hijl,  vol.  XII.  p.  l6^,  l^  feq,  p.  225, 

Vol.  m.  D  d  fe 
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Anno  1642.  it,  and  told  him,  that  it  would  put  an  immediate 
end  to  the  treaty.  Though  there  were  many  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  who,  from  a  defire 
of  curbing  the  growing  power  of  the  people, 
wifhed  that  every  prerogative  might  remain  with 
the  crown,  which  was  compatible  with  their  own 
fafery,  yet  the  King's  high  ftyle  convinced  even 
thefe,  that  negociation,  without  the  profecution 
of  fuccefsful  arms,  would  very  little  contribute 
to  the  defired  end  *.  On  the  receipt  of  the 
Kincr's  meflage,  both  houfes  refolved  to  recall 
their  commiiiioners,  and  pofitive  orders  were 
fent  for  their  immediate  return  f. 

Thequeen's      Durins  thefe  tranfadlions,  the  queen,  accom- 

return.  ^     ,^       r  i  1  r     1  r 

panied  by  Jermyn  and  other  or  her  ravontes, 
landed  at  Burlington-Bay.  She  brought  with 
her  a  confiderable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  fome  money  J,  having  hardly  efcaped 

*  What  were  the  expeflations  of  the  royalifts  on  the  fiibjefl 
of  peace  may  be  gathered  from  Clarendon,  who  obferves, 
that  if  a  ceiTa:ion  had  been  concluded,  it  would  not  only 
have  effe(^iialiy  hindered  the  recruit  of  the  earl  of  EiTex's 
armv,  but  hsve  leuened  his  prefent  forces;  fince  thofe  who 
were  eno-ao-ed  to  the  parliament  by  pay  only,  would  abandon 
a  party  which  they  muft  forfee  on  a  peace  would  be  con- 
demned, thoup^h  it  might  be  fecure  ;  they  were  the  fame  expec- 
tations which, no  doubt,  kept  the  jarring  faftions  in  parliament 
Heady  to  the  point  of  oppofition.     Clar.  NiJ.  vol.  II.  p.  130. 

t  The  propofitions  of  peace  were  fent  to  the  King  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  the  articles  of  cefiation  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  February  ;  the  treaty  commenced  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  and  lafted  till  the  fifteenth  of  April. 

.t  The  queen,  by  the  interert  of  her  fon-in-law  the  prince 
,ofbrano-e,  having  procured  in  Holland  many  officers,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  the  two  houfes,  in  September  1642,  fent 
one  Walter  Stricland  as  their  agent,  to  complain  to  the 
States  of  this  treatment,  and  to  procure  intelligence  of  what 
affiilance  the  queen  ha^  gained,  and  what  fchemes  were  car- 
rying on  againil  them  Stricland  delivered  in  a  memorial, 
in  which  the  two  houfeS  after  bating  the  conditions  of  the 
quarrel  between  them  ^"^  their  prince,  put  the  ilates  in 
mind  of  the  fupport  they  had  had  from  England  when  they  lay 
under  the  oppreiTions  of  their  fovereigns :  "  They  could  not 
^^  8  think 
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the  vigilance  of  Batten,  the  vice-admiral  of  the  ^""^  *^'^^' 
parliament's  fleet,  who  followed  her  mto  the  Bay, 

think,  they  faid,  that  they  would  be  forward  to  help  to  make 
that  people  flaves,  who  had  been  affiftant  in  making  them  free- 
men ;  or  that  they  would  forget  that  their  dangers  were  mutual, 
and  iffued  from  the  fame  fountain  ;  and  that  thofe  who  were 
fet  to  work  to  undermine  religion  and  Liberty  in  England, 
were  the  fame  who  by  open  force  had  attempted  the  like  in 
the  Low-Countries."  They  remembered  them,  that  the 
two  houfes  had  fhewn  an  earneil  inclination  to  a  national 
love  and  amity  with  the  United  Provinces,  by  petitioning 
the  King  that  they  might  be  joined  with  them  in  a  mere 
ftraight  league  and  union;  and  defired,  for  tliefe  refpeds, 
that  they  would  not  contribute  to  their  troubles.  Stricland 
was  neglected  for  fome  time  ;  but  the  States,  not  caring  to 
engage  in  an  open  alliance  with  either  party,  returned  an- 
fwer  to  the  parliament,  *'  That  they  would  exprefsly  forbid 
the  tranfportation  of  any  arms  or  warlike  ammunition  into 
England,  and  would  gladly  employ  their  mediation  to  put 
an  end  to  it's  troubles."  This  promife  was  fo  little  adhered 
to,  that  during  the  winter  feveral  Englifh  officers  and  foldiers 
in  the  fervice  of  the  States  came  over  to  join  the  royal  party  ; 
and  one  King,  a  Scot,  who  had  been  a  general  in  their  army, 
brought  over  ordnance  and  ammunition.  The  parliament 
re-urged,  on  principles  of  gratitude  and  mutual  fafety,  their 
claim  of  friendfhip  from  the  States,  but  in  vain.  They 
granted  to  the  queen  one  of  their  men  of  war  for  a  convoy, 
and  a  paffport  fo  large  and  general,  that  by  virtue  of  it  ihe 
could  tranfport  into  England,  what  quantity  of  troops, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  fhe  pleafed  ;  but,  however,  to  pre- 
vent an  entire  rupture  with  the  parliament,  they  ilopped  one 
veflel  in  her  train,  laden  with  ammunition.  This  produced 
a  proteftation  from  the  queen,  in  which,  in  very  high  terms, 
fhe  threatened  the  States  with  the  confequence  of  violating 
the  league  between  them  and  the  King.  Clarendon  fays, 
that  Stricland  hindered  the  States  from  giving  the  leaft 
countenance  to  the  King's  caufe,  and  fo  corrupted  the  En- 
glifh in  that  army  and  court,  that  there  was  nothing  defigoed 
to  advance  it  by  the  prince  of  Oran2:e  himfelf  (who  with 
great  generofity  fupplied  the  King  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion to  a  confiderable  value),  or  by  the  private  dexterity  of 
particular  perfons  out  of  their  own  fortunes,  or  by  the  faie 
or  pawning  of  jewels,  but  intelligence  was  ^iven  foon  enough 
to  the  parliament  either  to  get  ftops  and  feizure  upon  it,  by 
order  of  the  States,  or  to  intercept  the  fupply  by  their  navy 
at  fea.  Clarendon  is  very  apt  to  exaggerate  the  circumilances 
he  relates  :  The  Sates-General  refufed  Stricland  audience  at 

P  d  z  iirft ; 
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Anno  1642.  and  fhooting  at  the  ftnall  veiTels  which  were 
landing  the  ammunition,  fome  of  the  bullets 
reached  the  houfe  where  Ihe  lodged,  and  obliged 

lirft  ;  and,  after  having  heard  him,  and  received  his  declara- 
tion by  deputed  commiffioners,  they  laid  it  alide  unanfwered  ; 
till  Stricland  at  length  gaining  fome  ground  with  the  States 
of  the  province  of  Holland,  whofe  trade  was  more  open  to 
interruption,  they  arretted  fome  vefTels  laden  with  ammuni- 
tion, which  were  intended  to  be  fent  for  England,  and  Hop- 
ped feveral  foldiers  who  were  to  be  brought  over  by  one 
captain  Lloyd  ;  and  prevailing  with  the  States  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Zealand  to  enter  into  a  neutrality  with  the  King  and 
parliament,  the  States- General  at  length  deigned  to  take 
notice  of  the  parliament's  memorial,  but  never  feized  but 
one  of  the  King's  vefiels  ;  and  many  Englidi  and  Scots  in 
the  Dutch  fervice,  not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  King's 
charadler  and  condudl,  were  much  inclined  to  his  caufe,  and 
difafFeded  to  the  parliament.  Clarendon  fays,  that  the 
parliament  had  agents  in  France  and  BrufTels  which  did 
them  great  fervice  againft  the  King ;  that  foreign  princes 
either  fomented  the  difturbances  in  his  kingdom,  or  looked 
on  unconcerned.  The  truth  is,  Charles  had  perfonally  of- 
fended almoft  all  the  great  potentates  of  Europe;  who  for 
this  reafon  interfered  no  farther  in  his  quarrel  than  as  it  re- 
fpe6led  the  Catholic  caufe,  which  they  fupplied  by  fending 
arms,  men,  and  money,  to  the  Irifh  rebels;  and  that  thefe 
fupplies  were  not  fufficiently  large  to  deflroy  the  Proteftant 
intereil  in  the  Britifh  empire,  was  fortunately  owing  to  thefe 
powers  being  engaged  in  wars  with  one  another  on  the  con- 
dnent  of  Germany.  Clarendon  is  fo  angry  with  a  condu6t 
which  prevented  his  own  country  from  being  conquered  by 
foreign  force,  that  he  reprefents  it  as  a  breach  of  God's  or- 
dinance ;  v/ho  having  created  the  funftion  of  kings  as  an 
order  of  men  by  themfeives,  ro  be  tried  only  within  ids  own 
jurifdiclion,  and  before  his  own  tribunal,  enjoins  them  by 
rules  of  policy  to  affill  in  the  fuppreflion  of  reliftance  to  mo- 
narchy, in  whatever  kingdom  it  happens.  The  objedions 
to  the  fantallical  notion  of  Kings  being  an  order  of  God's 
fpeci^l  appointing,  and  fpecially  exempted  by  him  from  earth- 
ly jurifdidion,  are  too  obvious  to  be  here  inferted  ;  and  for 
that  part  of  the  obfervation  which  relates  to  policy,  perhaps 
a  eonduft  which  would  eifedlually  (hew  mankind  that  right 
jullice  and  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  fpecies  were  rendered 
fubordinate  to  the  inteiefts  of  a  few  individuals,  would  the 
moll:  naturally  lead  to  the  total  extinction  of  the  fundion  of 
kingihip  itfelf ! 

'  her 
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her  to  remove  to  a  more  fee u re  habitation  *.  -^"^^^  ^^4** 
After  the  queen's  arrival,  the  King's  affairs   in 
the  North   grew  every  day   more   profperous  :  ^^"^^"8^^^^ 
numbers    of    Roman-Catholics    enlifted   them- partyTn  the 
felves  under  the  banners  of  their  patronefs,  and,  North, 
when  united  to  the  forces  collecled  under  the  earl 
of  Newcaftle,  made  fo  formidable  a  body,  that 
lord  Fairfax  was  obliged  to  quit  Selby,  Cawwood, 
and  Tadcafter,  and  keep  on  the  defenfive  in 
Pomfret  and  Hallifax  f.     Two  regiments  of  mi- 
litia raifed  in  Richmondfhire  and  Cleveland  had». 
on  the  earl  of  Newcaftle's  entering  into  York- 
fhire,  diflolved  of  themfelves.    He  had  garrifoned 
Newark  in  Nottinghamfhire,    which  prevented 
the  lord  Fairfax's  receiving  afliftance  from    the 
parliament's  party  in   Lincolnfhire.     A  detach- 
ment of  his  forces  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Cavendifh   took  the  town  of  Grantham   in  this 
county,  with  three  hundred  prifoners,  arms,  and 
ammunition  ;  and  Sir  Hugh  Cholmondely  de- 
livered up,  Scarborough- caftle  to  the  queen.    In 

*  Clarendon  obferves,  that  the  parliament  took  no  notice 
of  this  barbarous  and  treafonable  ad;  that  many  believed  it 
was  pleafing  to,  if  not  commanded  by  them  ;  and  that  if 
the  Ihips  had  encountered  at  fea,  they  would  have  left  no 
hazard  unrun  to  have  deftroyed  her  majefty.  Certainly 
Clarendon  is  fo  far  right  in  his  conjeflure,  that  the  parlia- 
ment, on  motives  of  prudence  and  confiftence  with  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  profeiTed  to  aft,  would,  had  they  met 
with,  have  attacked  an  enemy  who  was  bringing  over  forces 
to  invade  the  country.     C/ar.  Hiji.  vol.  il.  p.  109. 

f  Fairfax's  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  northern  counties 
tells  the  parliament,  that  the  enemy  was  mighty  and  mafter 
of  the  field,  plentifully  fupplied  from  his  majefty  and  the 
Popifh  and  malignant  partv  v/ith  money  and  all  other  necef- 
faries ;  that  the  well  affefted  party,  as  it  was  now  divided, 
was  not  confiderable,  the  aid  from  Lincolnfhire,  Derbydiire, 
and  other  counties,  very  uncertain,  and  the  want  of  money 
fuch  as  would  force  him  to  difdand  in  ten  days.  ParL  HiJi* 
vol.  Xir.  p.  96,  ^  feq. 

D  d  3  the 
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Anno  1642.  the  Weft,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  contefl. 
had  been  totally  fubjedled   to  the  parliament,  a 
revolution  had  happened  in  favor  of  the  royalifts. 
The  marquis  of  Hertford,  by  a  very  fuperior  force 
under  the  earl  of  Bedford,  had  been  driven  out 
of  Devonfliire  into  Wales,  whilft  Sir  Ralph  Hop- 
ton,  Sir  John  Berkley,  colonel  Afhburnham,  and 
other  a6live  royalifts,  whom  Charles  had  fent  into 
thole    parts    to    affift    Hertford,     retired    into 
Cornwall.     Bedford,    who  had  m.ade  a  very  ill 
figure  in  his  military  capacity,  thinking  his  con- 
queft  complete,  left  this  party,  confiding  of  one 
'     hundred  horfe  and  fifty  dragoons,  to  be  fuppreff- 
ed  by  a  committee  of  parliament  and  the  militia 
of  the  county  of  Devon.    At  the  quarter-fefllons 
of  the  county  of  Cornwall,  the  committee  caufed 
a  prefentment  to  be  drawn  againft  thefe  men,  as 
coming  armed  into  the  county  againft  the  peace  ^ 
but  fo  entirely  inclined  were  the  affedions  of  the 
Cornifti  gentry  on  the  fide  of  prerogative  *,  that, 
on  Sir  Ralph  Hopton's   producing  the  King's 
commiffion  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  confti- 
tuting  him   general  of  the  Weft,  and  the  mar» 
quis's  commiffion  to  himfelf,  appointing  him  ge- 
neral of  his  horfe,  the  grand-jury,  which  confift- 
ed  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  greateft  fortunes  in 
the  county,  acquitted  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  and  his 
companions  ;  acknowleged  themfelves  much  in- 
debted to  the  King,  for  the  care  he  had  Ihewn  of 
their  fafety  •,  and  profefied,  that  they  were  ready 
to  join  with  the  adventurers  in  any  hazard  of  life 
and  fortune.     On  an  indi6lment  being  preferred 
againft  Sir  a^lexander  Carew,  Sir  Richard  Buller, 
and  the  reft  of  the  committee,  it  was  found  by 

^  *  Clarendon  fays,  that  a  great  veneration  for  the  book  of 
Common-Prayer,  and  a  jealoufy  that  the  parliament  defign- 
ed  to  alter  it,  were  in  thefe  counties  an  advancement  of  the 
King's  interell.     Clar.  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p.  98. 

the 
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the  jury  ;  and  an  order  of  feOions  granted  to  the  ^nno  164*. 
high-fheritF  (a  perfon  devoted  to  the  King)  for 
difperfing  a  body  of  militia  afTembled  with  the 
committee  of  Launceilon.    A  large  body  of  train-  The  King's 
bands  beins:  afTembled  on  this  order,  they  were  !!^"^^^  \^ 
put  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph  Hopton, 
who   marching  immediately  to  Launceilon,  Sir 
George  Chudieigh,  who  had   appeared  very  ac- 
tive for  the  militia,  but  in  his  heart  was  difaifefl- 
ed  to  the  caufe^,  retreated  before   him,  though 
accompanied  with  five  or  fix  full  troops  of  horfe; 
and  the  committee,  not  finding  themfelves  ftrong 
enough  to  ftand  the  attack,  quitted  the  town,  and 
retired  into  Devonfhire.    The  train- bands  having 
performed  this  fervice,  pleaded  their  privilege, 
that  they  could  not  legally  be  carried  out  of  the 
county,  without  their  confent :  the  officers  though 
very  unwilling,  were  obliged  to  admit  the  plea  -f  -, 
and    marching   to   Saltaih,   from    whence   they 
drove  a  garrifon  of  two  hundred  Scots,  they  dif- 
mifiTed  thefe  troops,  whofe  tenacious  regard  to 
law  rendered  them  ufelefs  in  the  bufinefs  of  ex- 
tending their  conqueils.     Sir  Ralph  Hopton  J, 

*  As  Sir  George  Chudieigh  behaved  treacheroufly  to  his 
truft,  and  as  his  treachery  was  a  great  means  of  the  profpe* 
rity  of  the  King's  affairs  in  the  "Weft,  Clarendon  allows  he 
was  a  gentleman  of  good  fortune  and  reputation,  though  he 
had  been  aflive  for  the  miliiia. 

t  "  How  grievous  foever  this  doftrine  was  dlfcerned  to 
be,  fays  Clarendon,  yet  no  man  durit  prefume  fo  far  upon 
the  temper  of  that  people,  as  to  object  policy  or  neceffity  to 
the  notions  of  la'-v."  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  this  author 
is  extremely  tenacious  of  the  laws,  when  they  aflift  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  his  party  ;  but  very  much  difpleafed  with  the  te- 
nacity of  others,  when  an  adherence  to  law  happens  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  caufe  in  hand.      Clarendon's  H-Ji.  vol.  II. 

t  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  had  been  a  v/arm  advocate  for  the 
power  and  privileges  of  parliament,  but  having- been  impri- 
loned  by  the  authority  of  this  alTembly,   for  Ihewing   fome 

D  d  4      '  petulance 


4^8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

Anno  1642.  Sir  Eeville  Grenville,  Sir  Nicholas  Slanning, 
Trevannion,  and  Arundel,  were  zealous  enough 
to  raife  and  arm,  at  their  own  charge,  ^  body  of 
foot,  of  near  fifteen  hundred  rhen :  with  thefe 
they  not  only  preferved  the  entire  conqueft  of 
Cornwall,  but  made  fuccefsful  incurfions  into 
Devonfhire.  The  fame  of  thefe  exploits  gave 
fuch  an  alarm  to  the  parliament,  that  they  ordered 
Ruthen,  a  Scotchman,  the  governor  of  Plymouth, 
and  the  earl  of  Stamford,  to  put  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  all  their  forces  in  Dorfetlhire,  Somer- 
fetfhire,  and  DevOnfhire ;  and  to  fubdue  Sir 
Ralph  Hopton,  and  his  party,  before  they  made 
any  farther  progrefs.  Qn  the  advance  of  Ruthen, 
who  was  followed  by  another  confiderable  body 
of  men,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Stam- 
ford, Hopton  and  his  party  retired  to  Bodmin, 
where  they  had  fummoned  the  train-bands  of  the 
county,  who,  on  the  fame  of  this  invafion,  at- 
tended them  in  confiderable  numbers.  Ruthen, 
emulous  of  enjoying,  without  a  rival,  the  repu- 
tation of  giving  a  total  defeat  to  the  enemy, 
haftened  to  an  a6lion  ^  a  circumftance  which, 
'with  more  rcafon,  was  equally  defired  by  the 
royaliils.  Inflead  of  a  vidlory,  of  which  Ru- 
then had  thought  himfelf  fecure,  he  met  with 
a  total  defeat,  on  a  place  called  Bradoc-Downs, 
with'  the  lofs  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
prifoners,  his  colors,  artiHery,  and  arms  •,  and 
flying  with  a  few  broken  troops  to  Saltalh, 
from  thence  efcaped,  almoit  alone,  v/ith  fome 
difHculty,  to  Plymouth,  leaving  his  ordnance, 
with  a  fhip  of  four  hundred  tons  he  had  brought 
•to  defend  this  town,  behind  him  ^.     Stamford 

petulance  in  his  dlfTent   to  one  of  their  remonftrances,  he 
turned  a  yet  more  zealous  partizan  of  the  King. 

*  Seyenfcore  prifoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

having 
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having  not  forces  fnfEcient  to  engage  Hopton's  Anno  1642. 
vi6i:orious  band,  retired  with  precipitation,  and 
diftributed  his  troops  into  Plymouth  and  Exeter. 
After  this  fervice,  the  Cornifh  train-bands,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufual  cuftom,  difbanded  ;  and 
the  royalifls,  being  want  of  two  effential  articles, 
money  and  powder  *,  were  conftrained  to  enter 
into  a  convention  of  neutrality  with  the  parlia- 
mentary party  in  Devonfhire. 

The  northern  and  weftern  counties  were  not 
the  only  parts  of  the  kingdom  in  which  the  ba- 
lance began  to  turn  in  favor  of  the  King  -,  the 
marquis  of  Hertford,  having  raifed  in  Wales  a 
body  of  two  thoufand  foot,  and  one  regiment  of 
horfe,  had,  in  his  way  to  Oxford  attempted,  cirencefter 
though  in  vain,  to  furprize  Cirencefler,  a  town^^^^")'^'^^ 
in  Giocefterfhire,  which  being  fituated  on  the'^^^^ 
edge  of  Wiltfhire,  Berkfhire,  and  Oxfordihire, 
very  much  ftraitened  and  incommoded  the  King's 
quarters  ;  and,  from  this  circumflance,  being  an 
obje6l  of  importance  to  both  parties,  was  ilrongly 
garrifoned  by  the  parliament,  and  again  at- 
tempted by  prince  Rupert.  The  town  being 
taken  by  ftorm,  a  whole  regiment  of  the  parlia- 
ment forces  was  put  to  the  fword,  and  eleven  hun- 
dred prifoncrs  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
with  four  thoufand  (lands  of  arms  and  the  whole 
magazine.  The  conqueft  of  this  town  extend- 
ed the  King's  quarters  from  Oxford  to  Worcef- 
ter,  the  two  counties  of  Hertfordlhire  and  Wor- 
ceflerfbire  having  been  left  free  to  the  enemy, 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  captain  Carteret,  the  late  comptroller 
of  the  navy,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  conteft,  had 
tranfported  himfelf  into  Jerfey,  as  if  fent  by  Providence, 
nov/  came  into  Cornwall,  to  raife  a  troop  of  horfe  for  the 
King's  fervice ;  and,  on  the  deiire  of  the  party,  returned 
into  France,  from  whence  he  undertook  to  fupply  them  with 
a  fufHcient  quantity  of  powder    CJar.  Hijf.  vol.  II.  p.  104. 
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Anno  1642.  on  the  earl  of  Stamford's  removal  to  the  Weft. 
The  rapacity  and  profligacy  of  the  King's 
army,  with  the  cruelty  which  prevailed  in  the 
councils  at  Oxford,  in  fome  meafure  rendered 
this  important  conqueft  an  incident  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  King.  The  gentry  of  fortune  in 
thefe  parts  having  retired  to  Cirenceiler  with 
their  eiteds  *,  the  tovv^n  afforded  much  plunder  : 
this  was  fo  indifcriminately  feized  by  the  loi- 
diers,  that  many  men  who  had  been  imprifoned 
by  the  garrifon,  for  being  notorioufly  dilaffecled 
to  the  parliament,  found  in  the  fuccefs  of  their 
Kift.voi.ii.  P^rty  their  liberty  and  their  ruin  together  j. 
p-  97-  The  fame  of  the  plunder  of  this  town,  with  the 
great  diforders  and  excefles  v/hich  the  King's  army 
had,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  commaitted 
in  their  marches  and  quarters,  determined  many 
10  ad:  againit  him  who  had  at  firft  endeavored 
to  preferve  a  neutrality ;  and  the  difreputation 
which  the  caufe  of  prerogative  incurred  from 
whitiock,  thefe  incidents,  was  much  increafed  by  the  treat- 
p.  64.  ment  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  Cirencefter  t.  Thefe 
the  royaiifts.  untortunate  captives,  many  01  them  being 
wounded,  were  ftripped  almoft  naked,  tied  to- 
gether with  cords,  and  in  this  condition  driven 
along  VvMth  whips  to  Oxford,  where  they  were 
expoled  to   the  infults  of  the  King  and  court, 

*  Tt  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  thought  impreg- 
nable by  any  force  the  King  would  be  able  to  raife. 

t  One  John  Pl©t,  a  zealous  royalifl  lawyer,  found,  on  his 
return  to  his  houfe,  that  it  had  been  plundered  of  one  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  pounds,  one  penny  of  which  he  could 
never  recover. 

J  The  fpirits  of  the  party  being  raifed  by  the  prefent  un- 
expedled  appearance  of  their  affairs,  Charles  now  flung  off 
the  counterfeit  character  of  candor  and  humanity,  which  his 
neceffity  had  obliged  him  to  adopt. 

who 
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who  made  themfcives  merry  with  their  mifery  *.  Anno  1642, 
.A  plot  to  deliver  up  the  city  of  Brifcol  to  the 
King,  was  difcovered  by  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  the 
governor,  and  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in 
it  were  executed  f.     The  earl  of  Worceiler  and 

*  Whitlock  fays,  that  a  proper  bandfome  young  man  of 
fpirit,  whofe  fkin,  where  it  could  be  feen  for  the  blood 
which  trickled  down  his  wounds,  appeared  remarkably  deli- 
cate, not  being  able  to  walk  on  account  of  his  weak  con- 
dition, was  for  this  reafon  put  on  the  bare  back  of  an 
horfe ;  on  which,  though  his  wounds  gaped  wide,  and  his 
body  was  in  a  manner  covered  with  blood,  he  fat  upright 
with  an  undaunted  countenance.  On  his  coming  near  the 
King,  a  brawling  woman,  to  make  her  court,  cried  out, 
*'  Oh,  you  traitorly  rogue,  you  are  well  enough  ferved  !'' 
To  this  brutal  infult  the  fpirited  youth  returned  a  fcornful 
lo  .k,  and  crying,  *'  You  bafe  whore  !"  dropped  down  dead. 
W,itlock,  p.  64. 

f  Thefe  were  Yeomans  and  Boucher.  To  Yeomans,  the 
laft  year's  Iherifr,  the  King  had  fent  a  commiffion  to  raife 
forces,  and  appoint  what  commanders  he  thought  proper. 
Yeomans,  on  this  authority,  joined  with  Boucher  to  form 
a  plot  to  feize  the  city  for  the  King  ;  feveral  other  inha- 
bitants entered  into  the  defign,  but  it  was  difcovered  the 
very  night  it  was  to  have  been  executed.  On  the  parlia- 
ment's fending  down  a  commiffion  to  proceed  agaiuil  the 
confpirators  by  martial  law,  the  King  wrote  to  Fiennes, 
the  governor,  that  he  would  retaliate  on  the  prifoners  in  his 
hands.  Fiennes  returned  a  fpi-ited  and  fenfible  reply,  in 
which,  having  obferved  on  the  difference  between  priibners 
of  war,  and  fpies  and  confpirators,  he  fhewed  that  the  par- 
liament .had  in  their  hands  prifoners  enough  to  make  repri- 
fals  This  reply  of  Fiennes  produced  a  letter  from  the 
King  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Briftol,  commanding 
them  and  the  other  inhabitants  to  rife  againll  the  governor 
and  garrifon,  and  fet  the  convids  free.  This  mandate  little 
profited  Yeomans  and  Boucher,  who  were  executed  accord- 
ing to  their  fentence  ;  nor  did  the  King  think  tit  to  realize 
his  threat  on  his  prifoners,  fome  of  whom,  viz.  captain 
John  Lilbourn,  Clifton,  Catelby,  and  Robert  Vivers,  had 
before  narrowly  efcaped  his  vengeance  ;  a  fentence  of  death 
having  been  paiTed  upon  them  by  Sir  Robert  Heath,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  King*s  commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  try 
his  opponents  for  high-treafon  :  but  the  parliament  declared, 
that,  were  it  pat  in  execution,    rhey  would   upon  this,    or 

any 
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Anno  J46a.  his  fon  the  lord  Herbert,  two  Papiils,  who,  on 
the  authority  of  commiffions  they  had  received 
from  the  King  in  the  *  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  raifed  in  Wales  fifteen  hundred  foot  and 
near  five  hundred  horfe,  after  fome  little  fuccefs, 
attempted  to  take  Giocefter  •,  but  Sir  William 
Waller,  an  officer  of  rank  in  Eflex's  army,  with 
a  party  of  light-horfe  and  dragoons,  to  the  num-, 
ber  of  two  thoufand,  after  taking  Winchefter  f 
Surceffes  of  and  Chichefter  J,  made  a  rapid  march  through 
^e^ia-  wiltlhire,  feized  Malmfbury  by  the  way,  afmall 
garrifon  of  the  King's,  and  advanced  to  Gio- 
cefter, where  he  furprized  the  lord  Herbert's 
Welch  forces,  which  had  blockaded  this  city  ; 
and  being  feconded  by  a  briflc  fally  from  the 
town,  gave  them  a  total  defeat,  killed  five  hun- 
dred on  the  fpot,  and  took  one  thoufand  pri- 
foners.     From  Giocefter  he  proceeded  to  the  city 

any  other  fuch  occafion,  infliftthe  like  fate  on  the  prifoners 
in  their  power.  This  exertion  of  the  parliament  preferved 
their  friends  from  the  violence  intended  them  ;  but  captain 
Robert  Ludlow  (the  hopeful  fon  of  that  zealous  partizan  of 
Liberty  Sir  Henry  Ludlow,  who  had  engaged  every  member 
of  his  family  in  the  caufe)  died  of  the  ill  ufage  he  received 
from  the  enemy.     LuMo'w's  hleijwirs^  P-  32. 

*  They  were  appointed  to  the  government  of  South- 
Wales.  Clarendon  obferves  on  thefe  commiffions,  that  it 
was  to  be  hoped  the  prejudices  which  had  been  againft  the 
houfe  of  Worceiler,  and  the  Pcpilh  religion  profe/led  there, 
would  have  been  compofed  by  the  public-heartednefs  of 
thofe  who,  for  the  caule  and  confcience-fake,  would,  it  was 
hoped,  facrifice  all  trivial  and  private  contentions  to  an 
union  which  muft  vindicate  the  religion,  honor,  andjuftice 
of  the  kingdom.     Clar.  Hift.  vol.  JL  p.  118. 

f  In  this  town  was  taken  prifoner  the  lord  Grandifon, 
with  twenty-four  officers  of  inferior  rank,  feven  hundred 
private  foldiers,  fix  hundred  officers,  and  fix  hundred  arms. 

J  The  townfmen  were  fo  difaifeded  to  the  caufe,  that  the 
garrifon  was  obliged  to  furrender  after  a  ficge  of  a  little 
more  than  a  week,  on  no  better  conditions  than  quarter. 
Clar*  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p.  96* 

of 
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of  Hereford,  where  the  fame  of  his  victory  had  Anno  1644. 
fo  terrified  colonel  Price,  the  governor,  that  he 
furrendered  on  the  firft  fummons.  The  town  of 
Tewkfbury  was  equally  compliant;  but  Waller, 
having  intelligence  that  prince  Maurice,  with  a 
large  party  of  horfe,  was  on  his  way  to  fight 
him,  contented  himfelf  with  fending  the  foldiers 
and  the  confiderable  men  out  of  the  towns  he 
had  taken,  prifoners  to  Briflol  -,  neither  placing 
garrifons  in  his  new  conquefls,  nor  fitting  down 
before  Worcefter,  which  had  refufed  him  admit- 
tance, but  returned  to  Gloceiler,  and  from 
thence  rejoined  EfTex's  army. 

The  advantage  the  public  caufe  had  gained 
from  the  active  genius  of  Waller,  was  more  than 
balanced  by  a  lofs  at  this  time  received  in  Staf- 
fordfliire.  The  clofe  of  the  cathedral  of  Litch- 
field, which  had  been  eredled  by  one  of  its  bi- 
fhops,  being  capable  of  making  a  good  defence 
by  its  natural  advantages  and  the  fortifications 
which  had  been  made  round  it,  was  feized  for 
the  King  by  a  party  of  royalifls.  To  fupprcfs 
this  growing  fadion  within  the  limits  of  his  af- 
fociation,  Robert  Greville  lord  Brooke  put  him- 
felf at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot^ 
drawn  from  the  earl  of  EfTex's  army  and  the 
garrifons  of  Warwick  and  Coventry,  which  were 
joined  to  an  additional  power  Sir  John  Gell  had 
brought  from  Derby.  With  thefe,  after  he  had 
feized  a  magazine  of  the  King's  at  Northampton, 
-and  from  Stratford  upon  Avon  had  beat  a  de- 
tachment of  his  forces  under  the  colonels  Croker 
and  WagflafF,  he  advanced  to  Litchfield  ;  which 
city,  being  unfortified,  was  abandoned  by  the 
the  royalifls,  who  retired  into  the  Clofe.  The 
general,  too  carelefs  of  his  fafety,  lodged  in  a 
houfe  within  mufket-lliot  of  the  Clofe;  and  in 

his 
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Anno  1642.  his   chamber,    the    day  he  meant  to  alTault  it, 
whilft    he    was    concerting    difpofitions    for  the 
fiege,  the  window  being   open,    a   mufket-ftiot 
from   the  wall  of  the    Clofe,  by  the  hand  of  a 
fh^a^'^^^aT/of  private   Soldier,    took  him  in   the  left  eye,    and 
the  iQtd      killed  him  on  the  fpot.     Thus  the  fatal  aim  of  a 
common  hireling  deprived  the  nation  of  an  emi- 
nent citizen ;   whofe  every  adiion  of  public  life, 
flowing  from  the  two  affedlions  of  fixed  averfion 
to  defpotifm  and    an  ardent    love  for  Liberty, 
carried  the  tin6l  of  a  brilliant  patriotifm.     He  ac- 
quired his  barony  (being  next  heir,  on  whom  the 
fuccefiion  was  fixedj  on  the  demife  of  Sir  Fulke 
Greviiie,  who  was  created  lord  Brooke  by  king 
James.     His  breeding  was  at  Cambridge,  where 
he  made  fo  great  a  progrefs  in  letters,  that  even 
thofe  who  hated  him  for  his  political  condu6b5 
AtiTenL      allowed  that  his  learning  was  confiderable  for  his 
Oxonienfes.  rank  *i-^  -His  natural  good  fenfe  and  generofity 

*  He  wrote  and  published  the  following  pieces  :  The 
Nature  of  Truth  ;  its  Union  and  Unity  with  the  Soul, 
which  is  one  in  its  EiTence,  Faculties,  A6ls,  one  with 
Truth.  Lond.  1640.  izmo-  A  Difcourfe  opening  the  Na- 
ture of  Epifcopacy  as  exercifed  in  England.  Lond.  1641.  4to, 
Anthony  Wood  fays,  that  lord  Brooke  was  affifted  in  this 
work  by  fome  puritanical  miniilers  :  Milton  commends  it 
for  breathing  the  fpirit  of  toleration  ;  which,  as  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  obferves,  in  his  Hiflory  of  Noble  Authors,  was  not 
the  fpirit  of  the  Puritans.  There  are  four  fpeeches  publifhed 
which  were  fuppofed  to  be  fpoken  by  lord  Brooke  ;  two  in 
the  Guildhall  in  London,  concerning  the  King's  refufal  of 
a  treaty  of  peace  ;  one  at  the  ele<5lion  of  his  captains  and 
commanders,  at  Warwick-caftle ;  and  an  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech  of  Philip  earl  of  Pembroke  concerning  accommo- 
dation, in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  December  the  19th,  1642. 
The  three  iirft  fpeeches  are  genuine ;  but  this  laft,  which 
breathes  a  fpirit  of  acrimony  foreign  to  the  gentle  nature  of 
lord  Brooke,  is  fpurious.  Clarendon,  in  his  own  Life,  pu- 
blifhed in  1761,  confefTes  with  triumph  that  the  fpeech  was 
written  by  himfelf,  and  publiihed  in  lord  Brooke's  name, 
to  make  this  nobleman  odious.     Such  were  the  employments 

of 
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of  mind,  enlarged  by  fcience,  occafioned  him  Anno  164a 
to  view  the  flavery  into  which  his  country  was 
fallen  in  its  true  colors ;  and  the  warmth  of  his 
feelings  made  him  relent  it  lb  llrongly,  that  he 
not  only  chofe  to  forego  the  trifling  advantages 
of  rank  among  a  fet  of  fellow-flaves,  but  the 
fweets  of  living  in  his  own  country,  to  find  a 
retreat  among  the  favages  of  America.  An  ex- 
ertion of  tyranny,  fatal  to  its  authors,  prevented 
him  from  putting  this  deiign  in  praiSlice  ^.  The 
oppreffions  of  the  court  at  length  roufmg  a  fpi- 
rit  of  oppofition,    the  lord  Brooke  had  ihQ  refo- 

'  lution  to  refufe  the  King  to  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement which  he  propofed  to  the  peers  at 
York,  of  profeffions  of  adherence  to  him,  and 

'  abhorrence  of  the  Scots,  who  were  term^ed  re- 
bels. The  lord  Brooke  was  one  of  the  moii  ac- 
tive members  in  the  upper  houfe,  in  all  the 
patriot  meafures  purfued  by  the  parliament  in 
1640.     When  the  ordinance  for  the  militia  took 

place,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  Warwick- 

of  the  King's  counfellors,  and  fuch  the  low  arts  praftifed  at 
Oxford.  Clarendon  farther  tells  us,  that  it  was  lord  Pem- 
broke's vanity  which  prevented  this  fpeech  from  being  dif- 
claimed  by  authority  ;  for  many  fpecious  arguments  for  an 
accommodation  having  been  put  in  Pembroke's  fpeech,  it 
gained  him  fuch  applaufe  from  the  populace,  that  he  op- 
pofed  an  intended  motion  of  lord  Brooke  to  the  upper  houfe,  , 
for  the  burning  the  publication  by  the  hands  of  the  hang- 
man, the  earl  of  Portland,  (a  difguifed  Papill,  who  had 
attended  parliament  on  purpofe  to  do  the  King  fervice, 
and  who  was  the  agent  in  this  bufinefs)  having  occalioried 
it  to  be  printed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  where  the  earl 
of  Pembroke's  fpeech  ended,  on  one  fide  the  leaf,  the 
lord  Brooke's  began  on  the  other  iide.  Clar.  Life,  vol.  I. 
p.  136,  ^/f^. 

*  Brooke,  Haflerig,  Cromwell,  Hamden,  who  engaged 
with  fuch  fpiric  and  fuccefs  againll  the'tyranny  of  the  crown 
and  mitre  in  England,  could  have  done  them  little  mifchief 
in,  America, 

ihire. 
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Anno  1642.  fhire,  accepted  of  a  colonelfhip  in  the  militia, 
and,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
was  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  aflbciated 
counties  of  Leicefler,  Stafford,  and  Derby  In 
this  office  he  exerted  the  utmoft  fpirit  rind  gal- 
lantry, till  the  fatal  hardinefs  of  a  courage  which 
difcarded  prudence  deprived  his  country  of  the 
double  advantages  they  derived  from  his  fpirited 
counfels  in  the  fenate,  and  his  intrepid  condu6i: 
in  the  field.  Nor  was  his  death  only  a  public 
lofs ;  his  mild,  affable,  humane,  and  civilized 
manners,  with  all  the  train  of  virtues  which  a- 
dorn  private  life  *,  rendered  the  fiege  of  Litch- 
field-Clofe  an  incident  of  continual  regret  and 
mourning  to  his  numerous  friends.  As  his  op- 
pofition  to  the  King  was  diredled  by  the  convic- 
tion of  his  judgment  and  confcience,  it  is  faid, 
that  in  his  prayers  he  afked  of  God,  that,  if  the 
caufe  he  was  engaged  in  was  not  right,  he  might 
be  cut  off.  Happening  to  repeat  this  token  of 
his  fincerity  on  the  day  he  died,  it  furnifhed  tri- 
umph to  the  royal  party,  who,  according  to  the 

.  *  The  royalifts  being  obliged  to  own  (or  having  nothing 
to  objedl  againft)  the  virtues  of  lord  Brooke,  fuppofe  that, 
if  he  had  lived  longer,  he  would  have  feen  what  they  term 
his  errors,  and  deferted  his  party.  Clarendon  in  this  point 
differs  from  his  brethren,  and  obferves,  he  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  thofe  who  could  have  been  with  moft  difficulty  re- 
conciled to  the  government  of  the  church  and  ilate ;  and 
therefore  his  death  Vv'as  looked  upon  as  no  ill  omen  to  peace, 
and  exceedingly  lamented  by  his  party,  who  had  fcarce  a 
more  abfolute  confidence  in  any  man  than  in  him.  Previ- 
ous to  this  obfervation,  the  fame  author  gives  an  unwilling 
teftimony  of  his  confclentious  cbarader ;  viz.  that  thofe 
who  were  acquainted  with  lord  Brooke  believed  him  to  be 
v/ell-natured  and  juft,  and  rather  feduced  and  corrupted  in 
his  underflanding,  than  perverfe  and  malicious.  Clar.  Hift. 
vol.  II.  p.  114., 

ufual 
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iifual  cuftom  of  fuperflitious  bigots,  proclaiaied  Anno  i64-«v 
this  as  an  immediate  intcrpofition  of  Providence ; 
and,  lowering  the  divine  charafler  to  the  level  of 
human  vitiated  judgment,  ^fTerted,  that  fiiddeii 
deilru6lion  v/as  the  way  which  God  had  taken  to 
corredl  the  errors  of  a  religious  confcientious 
man  *. 

*  Thofe  accidents  of  the  war,  whofe  circumliancss  are 
congruous  with  particular  incidents  pertinent  to  their  dirTer- 
ent  opinions,  are  by  the  weak  eathufiails  of  both  parties,  ac- 
cording as  it  favors  their  caufe,  claimed  as  interpofitions  of 
Providence,  commonly  called  Judgments ;  but  in  allo.ving 
that  the  confequenceof  accionsdeter-iiines  them  juft  or  unjult, 
they  neither  of  them  conlider  that  they  give  an  advantage  to 
their  opponents  equal  to  what  they  claim  themfeives,  fmce 
from  the  natural  incidents  of  war  each  party  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  triumph  in  their  turn.  The  remarks  of  the  pardzans 
of  the  crown  and  church,  on  the  death  of  lord  Brooke,  fhevv 
too  much  the  fuperftitious  bigotry  of  the  party  to  be  omitted. 
Wood,  in  his  Athense  Oxonienfes,  to  make  the  judgment 
more  fignificant,  tells  us,  *'That  lord  Brooke  being  fent  to 
affault  the  Church-Clofe  at  Lichfield,  then  defended  by  a 
fmallgarrifon  placed  there  by  his  majefly  out  of  a  pious  intent 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  cathedral,  intended,  when  taken, 
to  be  deftroyed  by  the  lord  Brooke,  was,  though  harneiTed 
with  plate-armor  cap-a-pee,  fhot  from  the  church  in  the  eye 
by  one  Diot  a  clergyman,  who  could  neither  hear  nor  fpeak  ^ 
that  this  memorable  accident  happened  on  the  fecond  day  of 
March,  1642,  the  feflival  of  that  fometlme  famous  bilhop 
St.  Cedd  or  Chadd,  to  whofe  memory  OfHi,  fometime  king 
of  the  Mercians,  did  erect  the  faid  cathedral,  and  devout!/ 
dedicated  it."  Clarendon,  in  the  fame  llyle  which  he  always 
ufes  when  he  fpeaks  his  own  fentiments,  gravely  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  fays,  *'  There  were  many  difcourfes  anxl  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  lord  Brooke's  death  ;  that  it  fhould  bs 
upon  St.  Chadd's  day,  by  whole  name,  he  being  a  bifliop- 
ifliortly  after  planting  Chrifcianity  in  this  iiland,  that  church 
had  been  antiently  called  ;  and  it  was  reported,  that  in  his 
prayer  that  very  morning  (for  he  ufed  to  pray  publicly,  though 
his  chaplain  were  in  the  prefence)  he  wifhed  that,  if  the  - 
caufe  he  was  in  was  not  right  andjuil,  he  might  be  prefencly 
cut  off.  The  pious  Laud,  himfeif  under  the  affliftion  of  con- 
finement in  the  Tower  of  London,  made  the  following  me- 
morial in  his  Diary  ;    "■  Thurfday  morning,   March  2d,  Sc, 

Vol.  L'L  ii  e  Cedd's 
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Aftno  1642.  xj^e  death  of  their  general,  inftead  of  daunt- 
ing the  foldiers  with  fuperilitious  terror,  height- 
ened their  courage  with  the  defire  of  vengeance. 
Under  Sir  John  Gell,  who  fucceeded  to  the  com- 
mand, the  fiege  was  carried  on  vigoroufly,  and 
the  Ciofe  taken,  with  the  earl  of  Cheflerfield  and 
the  garrifon  prifoners.  This  bufinefs  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  a  Iharp  combat  between  Sir  John  Geli 
and  the  earl  of  Northamipton,  who  v/as  advancing 
from  Banbury  to  relieve  Litchfield,  in  his  way  to 

Cedd's  day,  the  lord  Brooke  fhot  in  the  left  eye,  and  killed 
in  the  Place  at  Litchfield,  going  to  give  onfet  on  the  Clofe 
of  the  church,  he  ever  having  been  fierce  againfl  bilhops  and 
cathedrals,  his  bever  np  and  armed  to  the  knee,  fo  that  a 
jnufkf't  at  that  diftance  could  have  done  him  little  harm." 
The  fame  Laud  farther  obferves  on  the  following  anfwer  of 
Brooke  to  a  young  lord,  who  had  faid  he  was  forry  for  the 
archbifhop's  commitment,  if  it  were  but  for  the  building  of 
Paul's,  "  I  hope  one  of  us  (hall  live  to  fee  not  one  Hone  left 
upon  another  of  that  building;"  **  Bat  the  church  Hands  yet, 
and  that  eye  is  put  out  which  hoped  to  fse  the  ruins  of  it. 
He  was  killed  in  the  Place  without  fpeaking  one  word  ;  he 
who  was  an  enemy  to  cathedrals  died  in  the  afTault  of  a  ca- 
thedral; it  was  on  St.  Chadd's  day.  This  lord  Brooke,  who- 
did  often  brag  that  he  ihould  fee  the  millenary  fools*  paradife 
begin  in  his  lifetime,  did  give  occafion,  by  v/ords  vvhichhe 
uttered  to  certain  obferving  perfons,  to  think  that  his  death 
was  near;  viz.  that  at  his  going  out  of  Coventry,  when  he 
went  toward  Litchfield,  he  gave  order  to  his  chaplain,  that 
he  fhould  preach  upon  this  text,  *'  If  I  perilh  I  perifn,"  being 
the  words  of  Eflher  in  a  dilTerent  but  far  better  caufe;  alfo 
rhat  in  a  prayer  of  above  an  hour  long,  which  he  conceived 
before  his  fetting  on  the  Clofe,  he  wrs  heard  to  vvilli  that, 
if  the  caufe  he  was  in  v/cre  not  right  and  juft,  he  might  be 
prefently  cut  off,  ufing  the  like  expreflions  to  his  foldiers  alfo.'* 
Such  were  the  obfervations  and  reflections  made  by  the 
Jealous  royalifts  and  devout  churchmen  on  the  fate  of  a  wor- 
thy man,  who  fell  a  viClirn  to  his  principles  and  confcience. 
There  are  weak  bigots  and  fanatics  in  all  opinions;  if  the 
Puritans  had  their  Prynnes,  their  Burtons,  and  their  Vicars, 
the  epifcopalians  had  their  Clarendons,  their  Souths^  and 
their  Lauds.  Dr.  South,  in  one  of  his  fermons,  treats  largely 
c:  God's  vengeance  againllthe  profaners  of  St.  Chadd's  day. 

Stair;  * 
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Stafford.  Sir  John  Geli  was  joined  by  a  body  of  Anno  164s* 
men  under  the  command  of  i>ir  William  Brere- 
ton.  Northampton,  Vv'ho  was  unacquainted  with 
this  circumflance,  marched  out  of  Stafford  to 
fio-ht  Geli.  The  two  armies  met  on  Hopton- 
Heath.  Gell's  horfe  was  routed  ;  but  his  foot 
having  the  better  of  the  King's  infantry,  under 
Sir  John  Byron,  rendered  it  Ibmewhat  doubtful 
Qn  which  fide  was  the  victory.  The  King's  forces 
retreated  to  Stafford,  with  the  lofs  of  their 
fi^eneral  the  earl  of  Northampton  1  whofe  zeal  for 
the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  and  detefiation  of 
the  enem.y,  made  him  refufe  quarter  "^^  On  the 
parliament's  fide  were  loil a  great  num.bef  of  men^ 
and  eight  pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  very  day  when  the  parliament  ordered 
their  commiiTioners  from  Oxford,  the  earl  of 
EfTex,  who  had  drawn  his  troops  togetfier  about 
Windibr  for  the  purpofe,  was  directed  to  lay 
fiege  to  Reading.  This  town,  v.'hich  was  but 
indifferently  fortified,  and  ill  provided  with  am- 
munition, was  thought  to  be  fo  little  able  to  refifh 
afiege,  that  it  was  refolved  in  Charles's  council 
of  war  to  difcontinue  xht  works,  and  draw  off  the 
magazine  and  garrifon,  coniifdng  of  three  thou- 
fand  foot  and  three  hundred  horfe.  This  was  to 
be  done  before  the  end  of  April  ^  but  the  paflia-^ 
ment  having  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  fooner  than 
v/as  expecled,  and  their  forces  appearing  before 

*  Northampton's  refufing  to  take  quarter,  humanely  of- 
fered him  by  the  enemy,  in  the  following  abufive  terms, 
**  That  he  fcorned  to  take  quarter  from  fuch  bafe  rogues  and 
rebels,"  is  related  by  Clarendon  as  a  circumiiance  which  does 
honor  to  his  memory.  It  is  faid,  that  the  King  gave  away* 
from  the  fon  of  this  earl  the  rangerlhip  of  a  forell  which  he 
had  folicited;  and,  on  being  remembered  of  his  father's  fer- 
vices,  he  replied,  *'  Hath  the  earl  done  more  than  became 
him,  to  die  for  his  King?"  Clar.  HiJ}.  vol.  II.  p-  iiS- 
fi  €  2  the 
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Anno  1642,  the- town  earlier  than  it  was  imagined  they  wo'jld 
venture  the  field,  the  refolution  did  not  take 
place:  the  parliament  forces  which  fet  down  be- 
fore Reading  amounted  to  feventeen  thoufand 
men,  horfe  and  foot*.  In  a  council  of  war,  it 
was  determined  rather  to  attack  the  town  by  re- 
gular approaches -f,  than  to  attempt  the  taking 
it  by  ftorm.  The  fixth  or  feventh  day  of  the 
fiege  Sir  Arthur  Afcon,  the  governor  of  Reading, 
was  difabled  by  a  brick-tile,  from  the  impulfe  of 
a  cannon-iliot,  lighting  on  his  head.  This  acci- 
dent occafioned  fuch  difmay  in  the  garrifon,  that 
though  commiiTary  Wilmot,  with  a  detachment 
of  horfe  from  Oxford,  had  found  means- to  throw 
Reading  re-  in  five  hundred  men  with  a  fupply  of  powder, 
taken  by  the  j-j^^^  furrcndcred  the  town  to  the  enemy:  but  on 
articles  of  capitulation  which  were  favorable  ta 
ihQ  King,  except  one,  which  delivered  up  to  the 
vengeance  of  parliament  the  deferters  of  their 
party.  On  Ailon's  misfortune,  the  chief  com- 
mand had  devolved  on  colonel  Fielding,  v/ho 
found  means,  the  King  being  on  his  march  froni 
Oxford  with  an  intent  to  favor  the  retreat  of  the 
garrifon,  to  get  out  of  the  town,  and  confult  his 
pleafure  on  the  fubjecl  of  capitulation.  As  Ru- 
then  the  King's  general,  lately  created  earl  of 
Forth  J,  had  been  repulfed  in  an  attempt  to  force 
the  pais  of  Caveriham  Bridge,  which  led  to  the 
town  §,    the  King  was  glad  to  accept  of  terms 

*  This  was  a  very  fuperlor  army  to  what  the  King  had  at 
Oxford. 

f  Clarendon  fays,  that  this  was  the  firft  regular  fiege 
which  happened  in  England. 

t  Ri::then  had  fought  the  King's  battles  in  Scotland  as  go- 
vernor of  Edinburgh-caftie. 

§  Fielding  being  on  a  treaty  with  the  enemy,  had  made 
RO  motion  io  favor  the  attack. 

which. 


C     H     A    R    L    E     S      I.  421 

v^hich  fecured  him  his  garrifon,  with  their  arms,  -^""^  ^^4^* 
baggage,  and  ammunition ;  bur,  on  pretence 
that  he  had  never  ^cen  the  articles  in  vvritinor, 
and  only  in  general  terms  confented  that  the  gar- 
rifon fhould  march  away  with  their  arms  and  bag- 
gage, if  the  enemy  agreed  to  thofe  conditions, 
and  that  colonel  Fielding  had  not  reprefenred  to 
him  the  flate  of  the  town  fairly,  he  was  after- 
wards tried,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  his  head  by  a 
council  of  war  at  Oxford,  but  obtained  a  pardon. 

The  fiege  of  Reading  was  an  enterprize  con*'^'^^^';^''^"^ 
certed  by  Efiex,  and  obftinately  infilled  on  byEffex?  " 
him,  with  a  deiign  to  retard  the  progrcfs  of  the 
parliament's  arms;  the  ablefl  men  in  the  fecrec 
committee  for  military  affairs,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Hamden,  having,  planned  the  nobler  projedb 
of  marching  ftraight  to  Oxford  "^  ^  and,  as  the 
King  was  at  this  time  in  extreme  want  of  ammu- 
nition f,  that  important  place,  vvith  all  its  de- 
pendant garrifons,  mud  have  fallen' into  their 
hands  J.  Effex  got  rid  of  this  advice,  im.por- 
tunateiy   feconded    by  all   the  zealous  opponents 

*  It  was  probably  with  the  fame  defign  EfTex  preferred  the 
attacking  Reading  by  a  regular  Uege  than  by  florm  ;  the  latter 
in  a  council  of  war  having  been  preferred  by  the  officers  of 
horfe,  and  among  them  Mr.  Hamden.     C/ar.  thj}.  vol.  IT.  p. 

f  The  King;  had  no  other  fupply  of  powder  than  the  re- 
rpainder  of  the  four  hundred  barrels  fent  by  the  queen  from 
Holland  before  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  at  this  time 
diilributed  in  his  feveral  garrifons.  In  the  map-azine  at  Ox- 
ford there  were  not  one  hundred  barrels,  nor  match  propor- 
tionable to  the  powder,    Clar.    ////.  vol.  11.  p.  177, 

X  Oxford  was  not  fufficiently  fortiiied  to  ft.ind  a  (iegCj  the 
garrifon  not  well  provided  for,  and  the  multitude  of  nobility, 
ladies,  and  gentry,  who  followed  the  court,  ready  to  take 
ind  fpread  terror  on  any  alarm.  Clarendon  fays,  if  E(IV\- 
had  made  a  .fhow  of  marcliing  his  army  that  way,  Oxford, 
and  all  the  gar.nfons  round  it,  would  have  been  quitted  to  "  - 
him.  Chir.kitjt.  vol.  II.  p.  i8|,  188. 
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Atifip  1643.  of  the  court,  on  the  pretence,  that  if  the  King 
fhould  fuifer  himfelf  to  be  befieged  in  Oxfords 
as  there  were  yet  in  the  nation,  army,  and  parlia- 
ment, a  great  veneration  for  his  perfon,  it  might 
occafion  fatal  conieqiiences,  efpecially  if  they 
Icfz  fo  larg-e  a  sfarriion  as  Reading  at  their  back. 
On  this  lail  coniideration,  Eilex's  opinion  was 
fubmitted  to;  but  now  that  Reading  was  furren^ 
dered  by  the  enemy,  the  debate  was  refumed 
v;ith  warmth,  and  Hamden  and  his  friends 
firongly  urged  that  the  army  fhould  immediately 
march  to  Oxford.  Eilex,  in  this  difficulty,  had 
recourfe  to  Sir  John  Merrick,  and  otiier  officers 
promoted  by  his  recommendation,  whofe  repu- 
tation for  experience  alv/ays  affifled  him  at  a 
pinch  to  damp  the  vigor  of  the  committee's  coun- 
fels.  It  was  now  pretended,  that  the  wet  ground 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather  had  fo  infedled 
the  foldiers  with  ficknefs,  that  it  would  be  a  high 
degree  of  raihnefs  to  proceed  in  another  expe- 
dition *,  Thefe  reafons,  though  weak,  were  fo 
obiiinately  infifted  on,  that  they  prevailed  The 
parliament  army  went  a  fecond  time  into  winter- 
quarters;  and  the  King,  who,  on  the  report  that 
^nhx  had  advanced  towards  Oxford,  had  deter- 
mined to  retire  into  the  North,  on  the  afTuranc^ 
of  his  pacific  difpofiticn,  put  his  army  into  a  pof- 
ture  to  abide  the  enemy.  Great  was  the  difquie- 
tode  which  the  condud:  of  EfTcx  occafioned  in 
the  parliament  and  city.     Their  troops,  having 

*  The  hardih'ps  of  the  field  had  been  much  abated  by  the 
care  and  arTeclion  of  private  perfons  in  the  city  of  London, 
who,  by  voluntary  contributions,  fent  every  day  waggons 
and  carts  loaded  with  choice  provincns  to  the  army  before 
Readin<r;  uho  were  likewife  fupplied  in  a  regular  wny  by 
com  mi  ill  oners  appointed  for  rhe  purpofe.  Clar.  B>ft.  vol.  il. 
p.  178. 
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taken  the  field  too  early  for  foldiers  young  in  the  ^""°  ^^^^' 
pradice  of  military  operations,  were  confumed 
with  difeafes,  Vv'ithout  performing  any  fervice 
fuitable  to  fuch  an  exertion  ;  and  the  King,  who 
had  in  a  manner  fufFered  no  lofs  *,  fmce  he  never 
meant  to  keep  Reading,  had  his  forces  ready  to 
take  the  field,  whilfl:  to  put  theirs  into  a  pofture 
of  war  required  a  great  additional  expence.  A 
diffidence,  either  of  the  head  or  heart,  of  a  com- 
mander in  chief  muft  needs  occafion  in  his  party 
anxious  apprehenfions.  EiTex's  overfighc  at 
Edgehill  and  Brentford  had  not  been  unfeen, 
though  they  were  pailed  over,  on  the  hopes  that 
regard  to  his  perfonal  fafety  would  incline  him  to 
act  more  cordially  for  the  public,  when,  by  the 
confequence  of  his  former  faults,  the  King's  af- 
fairs carried  a  triumphant  appearance:  but  his 
neglecling  to  cruih  the  hopes  and  formidable  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  royalifts,  when  luccefs  began  to 
preponderate  on  their  fide,  gave  but  too  cogent 
reaibn  to  conclude  him  not  a  cool  friend,  but  an 
lenemy  in  difguife.  Thefe  uneafineiTes  were  much 
encreafed  by  a  very  important  lofs  the  party  fome 
time  after  this  fuftained.  EfTcx,  on  the  blame 
he  had  incurred  for  (hutting  himfelf  up  in  Read- 
ing, made  a  motion  tov/ards  Oxford,  and  fixed 
his  head-quarters  at  Thame,  on  the  borders  of 
BuckinghamOiire,  to  proted  from  depredation 
that  county,  which  had  cxprefled  fo  much  zeal 
for  the  parliament  f . 

*  The  granting  fuch  good  conditions   to  the  garrifon  of 
Reading  was  numbered  in  the  fcale  ofEfTex's  treacheries. 

f  A  letter  to  the  parliament,  refpeiling  the  fituation  of 
the  county,  informs,  that  the  King  had  fent  into  thofe  parts 
twelve  or  fourteen  hundred  of  his  forces,  commanded  by  the 
earl  of  Cleveland,  accompanied  by  the  lords  Chandois  and 
Crawford,  and  Sir  John  Byron;    that  thefe  troops  pillaged 

E  e  4-  and 
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Anno  i642.  One  Hurry,  a  Scotchman,  a  colonel  in  the  par^ 
liament-army,  not  thinking  he  had  preferment 
equal  to  his  merit,  offered  his  feryice  at  Oxford*, 
and  propofed  to  cgnduft  the  royalifts  where  they 
could  make  great  havoc  on  his  unprepared  com- 
rades. Prince  Rupert  took  him  at  his  word,  and 
the  difpofition  of  the  enemy's  quarters  being  very 
loofe,  and  in  difperfed  bodies,  he  routed  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  on,e  of  infantry,  and 
carried  execution  within  two  miles  of  the  general. 
On  the  alarm  the  treachery  of  this  bafe  Scot  oc- 
cafioned,  the  whole  army  was  roufed  ;  each  va- 
liant foldier,  with  eager  and  indignant  hafte, 
mounted  on  horfeback  to  purfue  the  viflor,  re- 
cover the  prifoners,  and  revenge  the  infult. 
Among  the  moll  forward  of  thefe  was  the  gallant 
Kamden  ;  who,  though  a  foot  orncer,  joined 
the  horfe  as  a  (imple  volunteer,  and,  Rupert  be- 

§k'!rpifh  on  jj^g.  overtaken   on  Chal2;rove-field,    entered  into 

iChalerove-         ^  '  ■        o  . 

||eid.  the  heat  of  the  combat.    The  orders  which  Effex 

had  given  were,  to  entertain  the  prince  with  fls:ir- 
mifhes  till  he  could  come  up;  but,  on  a  view  of 
the  enemy  laden  with  fpoil,  the  oiiicers  of  the 
parliament,  precipitately  advancing  with  the  moil 
forward  of  their  men,  were  cut  almioft  all  off  or 
taken  prifoners,  whihl  the  reft  of  the  party  found 
their  fafety  in  flight.  The  earl  of  E{^(^x,  vjho 
came  up  time  enough  to  have  a  diftant  view  of 
the  rout,  made  a  ftand  to  receive  his  flying  troops ; 

and  plundered  towns,  and  comniitted  many  murders;  one 
on  a  woman  big  with  child,  who  could  make  no  refiltance  ; 
that  they  deftroyed  all  the  houshold  ?oods  they  could  not 
jcarry  away,  fpoiled  the  country,  and,  in  the  exercife  of  their 
cruelty,  had  iired  a  country  village  called  Swanburn.  Pari, 
hij.  vol  Xll.  p.  259,  Cffy^^. 

'*  Hurry  was  a  man  of  vicious  morals,  which  cccafioned 
tn^  parliament  not  to  enco-;vage  him  in  the  maaner  he  ex- 
pecied.   Clay,  tiiji.   vol.  II.   p.  204. 

and 
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and  this  giving  tinne  for  prince  Rupert  to  gain  a  Anno  164?,. 
bridge  which  he  mull  neceffarily  pafs  in  his  re- 
treat, and  which  by  his  directions  was  fecured  by 
a  (Irong  guard  of  foot,  he  forced  Eflex  to  retire 
to  his  quarters,  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Ox- 
ford, loaded  with  booty  and  two  hundred  prifoners. 

Neither  the  confternation  which  this  fuccefsful 
expedition  had  given  the  enemy  ;  nor  the  reputa- 
tion it  had  acquired  to  their  own  arms,  with  the 
difgrace  the  adverfary  had  fuftained  ;  nor  the 
fpoil  they  had  taken,  with  the  oiiicers  of  diftinc- 
tion  they  had  left  dead  on  the  fpot^  delighted 
the  royalifts  equally  to  the  expectation  that  ibme 
accident  had  befallen  their  formidable  opponent 
Hamden,  One  of  their  prifoners  had  given  them 
the  flattering  afTurance  that  colonel  Hamden  was 
hurt :  He  had  feen  him,  he  faid,  contrary  to  his 
ufual  cuftom,  ride  off  the  field  before  the  action 
was  finiihed,  his  head  hanging  down,  and  his 
hands  leaning  upon  his  horfe's  neck.  The  fuc- 
ceeding  day  confirmed  this  account  with  the  re- 
lation that  Hamden  v/as  Ihot  in  the  fhoulders 
■with  a  brace  of  bullets  and  the  bone  broken.  In 
lome  little  time,  the  triumph  of  the  royalifts  was 
completed  by  the  certain  intelligence  that  his 
wound,  after  occafionino;  him  to  linger  fix  days  in  ^^^^^  ^^ 
exquiflte  pain,  had  put  a  period  to  his  life  *. 

Thus,  to  the  high  exultation  of  all  who  wiflied 
ill  to  the  Freedom  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
confternation  of  his  party  almoft:  equal  to  a  total 
defeat,  an  accident,  arifmg  from  the  fpirited  ac- 
tivity of  his  difpoQtion,  ihortened  the  glorious 
courfe  of  John  Hamden  ;  and,  as  if  the  exiftence 

*  Sir  Philip  V7arvvick,  in  a  confufed  relation,  hints  that 
the  King,  being  defirous  to  gain  Hamden  to  his  intereft,  fent 
one  Dr.  Chinner  to  offer  him  the  afiiilance  of  his  furgeons, 
Warnviczs  Memoir Sy  p.  241. 

of 
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Anno  i6sz,  of  Liberty  depended  on  the  virtue  of  a  fingle  in- 
dividual, as  the  Hand  he  had  made  againil  fhip- 
money  gave  rife  to  the  revolution  which  fucceeded, 
fo  his  premature  fate  made  way  for  the  tyranny  of 
a  fuccefsful  ufurper. 

chara^ercf     Hamden  v/as  defcended  from  one  of  the  mod 
antient  families   in    Buckinghamfhire  •,    and  the 
death  of  his  parents  devolving  on  him  early  the 
pofiefTion  of  a  large   and  opulent  fortune,  this 
circumftance,    concurring  with  the  vivacity   of 
youth,  excited  him  to  indulge   in  thofe  amufe- 
ments  which  confine  the  excellencies  of  genius 
to  the  narrow  compafs  of  private  gratification. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  the  univerfity,  and, 
linifning  his  education  at  the  inns  of  court,  made 
a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  common- law.  After 
he  had  palled  his  thirtieth  year,  'he  v/as  chofen  to 
reprefent  his  country  in  parliament ,  an  incident 
v/hich  roufed  to  exertion  thofe  principles  of  vir- 
tue and  afFedlion  to  the  public  which  lay  latent  in 
his  character.     He  was  confulted  by  the  leading 
members  of  parliament  in  all  the  important  points 
of  oppofition,  and  joined  heartily  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  other  bufi- 
nelTes  carried  againft  the  court.    A5  it  was  Ham- 
den's  peculiar  talent  to  aA  powerfully  when  he 
feem.ed  the  mofl:  difengaged,  and  as  he  never  put 
hi mfelf  forward  but  v/hen  forwardnefs  was  necef- 
fary,  fo  in  this  parliament  he  was  not  thought 
an   opponent  formidable  enough  to  be  pricked 
down  for  jfherifFto  prevent  his  election  in  the  en- 
fuing  one,    and  efcaped  a  commitment  to  the 
Tower  in  1628,    for  what  was  termed  a  riotous 
proceeding   in   parliament :    But  his  honor  not 
permitting  him  to  comply  with  the  illegal  exac- 
tion of  a  loan,  he  was  amiong  thofe  v/ho  furfered 
imprifonment  on  this  bufinefs.    The  trial  of  fhip- 

meney^ 
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money,  in  the  year  1636,  unfolded  to  public  ^'^^^^  ^642- 
view  thofe  patriotic  virtues  which  modefty,  diffi- 
dence, or  art,  had  hitherto  in  fome  meaiure  ob- 
fcured^i  and  as  the  infamous  judgment  gven 
by  the  judges  on  this  caufe,  rouled  the  nation  to 
a  more  ferious  attention  to  the  conduct  and  views 
of  the  court,  thofe  men  of  genius  and  abilities 
who  laid  the  grounds  for  the  fucceeding  revolu- 
tion, began  to  concert  meafures  how  to  improve 
to  an  effectual  height  the  growing  difcontent; 
whilft  the  frantic  tyranny  of  Laud,  with  his  at- 
tempt to  impofe  his  fuperilitious  ceremonies  on 
the  Scots,  gave  fuch  advantage  to  ttiQ  defigns  of 
the  party,  that  matters  came  to  a  ripenefs  in  lefs 
than  four  years  after  this  period;  a  fpace  of  time 
which  had  been  fo  feduloufly  employed  by  the 
adlive  patriots,  who  had  continual  meetings  to 
confult  on  the  bufinefs  of  oppofition  f,  that  Mr. 
Hamden,  it  is  faid,  had  made  feveral  expeditions 
into  Scotland  before  the  commotions  in  that  king- 
dom broke  out.  From  the  time  when  he  enga- 
ged in  the  important  fcheme  of  abridging  the 
power  of  the  court,  and  reforming  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  he  totally  difcarded  the  le- 
vities of  his  youth,  and  became  remarkable  for 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  Hamden  was  rather  of  reputation 
in  his  own  country,  than  of  public  difcourfe  or  fame  in  the 
kingdom,  before  the  bufinefs  of  fhip  money;  but  then  he 
grew  the  argument  of  all  tongues,  every  man  enquiring  who 
and  what  he  was,  who  duril  at  his  own  charge  fupport  the 
Liberty  and  Property  of  the  kingdom,  and  refcue  his  country, 
as  he  thought,  from  being  made  a  prey  to  the  court.  Clar, 
Hifi,  vol,  II.  p.  20c;, 

f  The  two  houfes  moH  commonly  frequented  on  this  occa-  . 
lion,  were  the  lord  Say's  houfe  at  Broughton  in  Oxfordihire, 
and  one  Mr.  Knightly's,  a  gentleman  of  Northampton(hire, 
the  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Hamden,  v.'ho  had  himfelf  married  a 
widow  of  the  Knightly  family.  Perfccutio  Undedmo,  Lond. 
jfc^S.  4to,  a  virulent  performance. 

his 
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ADfloi642.|^;3  fQl^j-igj-y  ^pjj  ftriflnefs  of  manners  •,  which, 
(lill  retaining  his  natural  vivacity  of  tennper,  he 
embellilhed  with  an  affable,  chearful,  and  pclilli- 
ed,  behavior.  In  the  parliament  of  1640,  an 
event  which  had  been  long  impatiently  expe61:ed 
by  the  people,  and  to  ivhich  the  indefatigable  in- 
duflry,  aftivity,  and  abilties,  of  Hamden  had  in 
a  good  mealure  conduced,  he  was  one  of  the 
chief  diredlors  of  the  anti- court  party  *,  and  efpe- 
cially  trufted  in  the  bufinefs  of  v/atching  the 
King's  condudl  in  Scotland,  and  preventing  the 
Scots  being  feduced  from  the  interefls  of  Liberty 
by  the  cabals  and  cajolements  of  the  court;  his 
art  of  directing  the  underilanding  and  governing 
the  inclinations  of  men  being  fuch,  that,  in  all 
the  tranfadions  between  the  two  nations,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  parliament  one  of  the  commjf- 
fioners  to  treat  with  that  people -j-.  When  the 
quarrel  between  the  King   and   the  parliament 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  this  par- 
liament, the  eyes  of  all  men  were  fixed  upon  Hamden,  as 
x\\Q pairics pater f  and  the  pilot  who  muft  fleer  the  vefTel  through 
the  tempeils  and  recks  which  threatened  it;  that  his  power 
snd  interell  to  do  good  or  hurt  was  greater  than  any  man's 
in  the  kirgdom,  or  than  any  man  of  his  rank  had  at  any  time; 
his  reputation  for  honefty  being  univerfal,  and  his  afFeclions 
appearing  fo  publicly  guided,  that  no  corrupt  or  private 
ends  could  bias  them,  Ke  was  appointed  by  the  parliament 
one  of  the  committee  to  prepare  the  charge  againft  the  earl 
cf  Strafford,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  evidence  againil 
him,  and  one  of  the  committee  to  expedite  the  charge  againll: 
Laud,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury.  CLr.  tiift.  vol.  11.  p.  205. 
Wood's  Aihtn,    Oxon.   vol.11,    p.  3c. 

f  The  management  of  the  8cct%  a  people  at  this  time 
wholly  directed  by  views  of  interefi  and  bigotry,  and  who, 
nctwithflanding  their  late  vigorous  oppofition,  which  owed 
its  fuurce  to  religious  enthufiafrn,  were  as  zealoufly  attached 
to  monarchical  principles  in  civil  government  as  to  the  Preihy- 
terian  difcipline  in  ecciefiailical,  was  one  of  th^fe  points  of 
the  condud  of  the  party  which  does  the  incit  honor  to  their 
abilities. 

came 
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came  to  hoililities,.  he  accepted  the  command  of  Anno  1642. 
a  regiment  of  foot  under  the  earl  of  EiTex,  and 
was  one  of  the  hrll  who  opened  the  war,  by  an 
adionat  a  place  called  Brill,  in  Buckinghamfhire. 
As  the  fagacity  and  intrepidity  of  his  conduct,  in 
the  character  of  a  fenator,  had  rendered  him  fo 
much  the  obje6t  of  the  King's  indignation  as  to 
be  one  of  the  fix  members  marked  for  particular 
vengeance,  fo  his  adlivity  and  bravery  in  the  field, 
and  his  wife  and  fpirited  counfels  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war,  rendered  him  fo  formidable  a 
rival  of  EiTex,  that  it  was  thought,  had  he  lived, 
his  party,  who  were  at  this  time  highly  incenfed 
at  their  general's  conduct,  would  have  taken  his 
command  from  him,  and  given  it  to  Hamden  ^. 

Clarendon  has  pretended  to  draw  the  exacl  por- 
traiture of  this  eminent  perfonage ;  but,  though 
marked  with  thofe  partial  lines  which  diftinguilli 
the  hand  of  the  hiftorian,  it  is  the  teftimony  of 
an  enemy  to  virtues  poiTefifed  only  by  the  foremoft 
rank  of  men.     With   all  the  talents  and  virtues 
which  render  private  life  ufeful,  amiable,  and  re- 
fpeitable,  were  united  in  Hamden,  in  the  higheft 
degree,  thofe  excellencies  which  guide  the  jarring 
opinions  of  popular  counfels  to  determined  points-, 
and,  whilil  he  penetrated  into  the  moiL  fecret  de- 
figns  of  other  men,  he  never  difcovered  more  of 
his  own   inclinations   than  was  neceifary   to  the 
purpofe  in  hand..    In  debate    he  was  io  much 
a  m after,  that,    joining  the  art  of  Socrates  with 
the  graces  of  Cicero,    he  fixed  his  own  opinion 
under  the  modeftguife  of  defiring  to  improve  by 
that  of  others ;     and,  contrary   to  the  nature  of 
difputes,  left  a  pleafing  impreflion,  which  preju- 

*  His  extenfive  popularity  and  influence  in  the  army  being 
fuch  as  would  prevent  any  miichief  arifing  froai.  E/lex's  re- 
fencment.*    •     ■  '      - 

'  diced 
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Anno  1642.  diced  his  antagoniil  in  his  favor,  even  when  he 
had  not  convinced  or  altered  his  judgment.  His 
carriage  was  {0  generally,  uniformly,  and  un- 
aifectedly  affable,  his  converfation  fo  enlivened  by 
his  vivacity,  fo  feafoned  by  his  knowledge  and 
underftanding,  and  fo  well  applied  to  the  genius, 
humor,  and  prejudices  of  thole  he  converfed  with, 
that  his  talents  to  gain  popularity  were  abfolute. 
With  qualities  of  this  high  nature,  he  poifelTed 
in  council  penetration  and  difcernment,  with  a 
fagacity  on  which  no  one  could  impofe,  an  induftry 
and  vigilance  which  were  indefatigable,  with  the 
entire  maPcery  of  his  palTions  and  affedions  *•,  an 
advantage  which  gave  him  infinite  fuperiority  over 
lefs  regulated  minds.  Whilil  there  were  any 
hopes  that  the  adminiflration  of  the  country, 
could  be  corre6led  vvithout  the  entire  overthrow 
of  the  conftitution,  Hamden  chofe,  before  other 
.  preferment,  the  fuperintendency  of  the  prince's 
mind  f ,  aiming  to  corred:  the  fourcefrom  whence 

*  Clarendon  fayS;.  that  his  carriage,  through  the  whole 
procefs  of  his  fuit  againft  the  crown  in  the  bufmefs  of  fhip- 
inoney,  was  with  that  rare  temper  and  modclly,  that  they 
who  watched  hini  narrowly,  to  ikid  Tome  advantage  againll 
his  perfon,  to  make  him  lefs  refolute  in  his  caufe,  were 
compelled  to  give  him  a  jult  teftiraony.  The  fame  author, 
obferves,  in  his  account  of  the  debates  ,  on  fhip-money,  in 
the  fiiort  parliament  of  April  1640,  that  Herbert,  the  foli- 
ci tor  general,  while  he  was  fpeaking  in  commendation  of 
the  King's  candor  in  that  affair,  took  occaiion  to  flroke  and 
commend  Mr.  Hamden  for  his  great  temper  and  modelly  in 
that  fait.      Clar.  Kift.   vol-  11.  p.  205. 

f  \i  any  cultivation  could  have  regulated  :he  underlland- 
ing  and  corre<5led  the  nature  of  the  young  Charles,  the  na- 
tion would  have  received  great  benefit  from  this  promotion 
taking  place.  "  J€apnden,  fays  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  aim- 
ing at  the  alteration  of  fome  parts  of  the  government,  knew 
of  how  great  confequence  it  v/ould  be,  that  a  young  prince 
fhould  have  principles  fuitable  to  what  ihoald  be  eftabliihed 
as  laws."     The  author  might  h^ve  obferved,  that  Hamden 

knew 


C    H    A    R    L    E    S      I.  43t 

tJie  happinefs  or  misfortunes  of  the  empire,  if  Anno  1642. 
the  government  continued  monarchical,  mufl 
flow  •,  but  the  averfion  which  the  King  difcovered 
to  thofe  regulations  which  were  necelTary  to  fe- 
Gure  the  Freedom  of  the  conflitution  from  any 
future  attempt  of  the  crown,  with  the  fchemes 
he  had  entered  on  to  punifh  the  authors  of  re- 
formation, and  refcind  his  conceffions,  deter- 
mined the  condud:  of  Hamden.  Convinced  that 
Charles's  affedtions  and  underilanding  v/ere  too 
corrupt  to  be  truiled  with  power  in  any  degree, 
he  fought  the  abolition  of  monarchy  as  the  only 
cure  to  national  grievances^  warmly  oppofing 
all  overtures  for  treaties,  as  dangerous  fnares,  or 
other  expedient  than  conquefl  for  accommodation. 

knew  that  could  he  give  to  the  prince  juft  notions  on  reli- 
gious and  civil  policy,  v/ith  fo  much  rational  knowledge  a* 
v/ould  have  ftimulated  him  with  an  higher  ambition  than 
the  trampling  on  the  liberties  of  men,  and  given  him  a  jufler 
tafle  of  pleafure  than  uling  the  advantages  of  his  Hation  to 
the  grofs  employment  of  licentious  levity  and  unbounded 
vice,  with  the  infipid  gratifications  which  arife  from  the  dull 
expenfive  pageantry  of  royal  life,  the  laws  and  conflitution 
of  the  country  would  have  been  fecure  from  farther  invafion, 
and  the  morals,  tafte,  and  manners  of  the  people  uncor-* 
rupted  by  the  example  of  thofe  fantaftic  amufements,  fervils 
ceremonies,  and  numerous  vices  v/hich  abound  in  courts. 
Such  documents  as  might  have  been  expelled  from  an  Ham- 
den, were  not  the  kind  with  v/hich  the  King  wiihed  to  haj'e 
the  prince's  mind  embued  :  the  governors  he  chofe  for  his 
fon  were  men  of  a  different  flamp ;  viz.  the  earl  cf  New- 
caftle,  a  vain  romantic  nobleman,  intoxicated  to  a  ridiculous 
degree  v/ith  the  fumes  of  poetry,  and  in  whole  characler 
reafon  had  no  Ihare ;  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  a  man  of  fg 
idle  a  difpoiition  that  he  would  never  think  long  enough  oil 
a  fubjeft  to  make  a  juft  concluiion.  By  the  King's  choice  it 
is  eafy  to  fee,  that  he  was  determined  to  have  no  governor  to 
form  the  prince's  mind  on  a  model  which  foould  cl^fli  with 
his  own  prejudices.  Clarendon  fays,  that. the  prince  was: 
to  be  educated  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  care,  of  the 
King  and  c^ueen, 

1% 
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Annox642.  jj-  ^^5  [^jj^  j-[^g  party  relied  on  to  animate  the' 
cold  counfels  of  their  general  -,  it  was  his  ex- 
ample and  influence  they  trufted  to  keep  him 
honeft  to  the  intereft  of  the  public,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  to  the  parliament  the  affe6i:ions  of  the  army. 
Had^  he  been  at  firfi:  appointed  to  the  fupreme 
military  command,  the  civil  war,  under  all  the 
horrors  of  which  the  country  ianguiihed  more 
than  three  years,  would  have  been  but  of  a  Ihort 
continuance  *. 

*  As  if  God  had  enllfted  bimfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the 
party  as  their  executioner,  no  eminent  perfonage  whofe 
principles  ran  counter  to  the  views  of  the  royalifts  fell  a  fa- 
criiite  to  the  rage  of  war,  but  were  marked  by  them  as  fpe- 
cial  vidlims  of  the  divine  veno-eance.  Clarendon,  in  his 
ufual  ilyle,  comments  thus  on  the  death  of  Hamden : 
"  Many  men  obferved,  that  the  field  in  which  was  the  late 
fkirmifh,  and  upon  which  Mr.  Hamden  received  his  death's 
wound,  Chalgrove-field,  was  the  fame  place  in  which  he 
had  firft  executed  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  and  en- 
gaged the  country,  in  which  his  intereft  was  very  great,  in 
the  rebellion  ;  and  it  was  confeffed  by  the  priloners  who 
were  taken  that  day,  and  acknowledged  by  all,  that  upoa 
the  alarm  that  morning,  after  their  quarters  were  beaten  up, 
he  was  exceedingly  felicitous  to  draw  forces  together  to  pur- 
fue  the  enemy  ;  and  being  a  colonel  of  foot,  put  himfelf 
among  thofe  horfe  as  a  volunteer  who  v/ere  firft  ready  ;  and 
that  when  the  prince  made  a  ftand,  all  the  officers  were  of 
opinion  to  ftay  till  their  body  came  up,  and  he  alone  (being 
fecond  to  none  but  the  general  himfelf  in  the  obfervance 
and  application  of  all  men)  perfuaded  and  prevailed  with 
them  to  advance  ;  fo  violently  did  his  fate  carry  him  to  pay 
the  muldl  in  the  place  where  he  had  committed  the  tranf- 
greliion  a  year  before."  The  prerogative  writers  are  full  of 
thefe  kind  of  refledlions. 

Hamden  was  born  in  the  year  1594,  and  died  in  1643, 
June  24.  He  left  ten  children  behind  him.  Of  four  daugh- 
ters, one  was  married  to  Sir  John  Hobart,  fon  to  Sir  A'liles 
Hobart,  member  of  parliament,  impriToned  in  the  year 
1628  ;  one  to  Sir  Robert  Pye,  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
extradlion  in  Here  ford  mi  re,  a  member  of  this  parliament, 
under  the  authority  of  which  he  ferved  in  many  public  em- 
ployments ',  one  to  colonel  Hammond,  appointed  fome  time 

after 
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Whilft  the  earl  of  EfTex,    thus  infulted  with  Anno  164*. 
impunity,    lay  inactive  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Thame,  lord  Fairfax,    on  whofe  valor  and  con- 
du6l  the  parliament  had  fo  much  depended  as  to 
negled  the  fending  him  proper  fupply  *,    after 
having  (with  the  affiftance  of  his  fon)  combated 
the  enemy  with  very  unequal  force,  and  gained 
great  advantages  over  them,    was  at   length  de- 
feated by  the  earl  of  Newcaftle,  at  a  place  called 
Adderton-Moor,  in  Yorkshire.     Nor  were  thefe  Defeat  of 
the  only  triumphs  which   attended   the  King's  Jjj^^^"''*^ 
arms ;    a  more  important  conqueft  in  the  Weft,  forces  at  a*^ 
had,    but  from  a  very  particular  circumftance,  J^^^"* 
crowned  him  with  complete  vi6tory.     The  con- 
vention of  neutrality  between  the  royalifts  and 

after  this  period  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  and  ano- 
ther to  Mr.  Knightly  of  Northamptonlhire.  The  parlia- 
ment, as  a  teftimony  of  Mr.  Hamden's  fervice  to  the  public, 
ordered  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  to  be  paid  to  hh 
affignees  out  of  the  Excife,  the  moiety  of  the  receipts  of 
Goldfmith's-hall  and  the  King's  revenue.  This,  though  a 
trifling  teftimony  of  the  favor  of  the  public  for  fervices  fo 
great  as  Mr.  Haraden  had  performed^  yet  it  was  a  confider- 
able  fum  for  the  parliament,  whofe  large  expences  were 
every  day  encreaiing,  and  who  at  this  time  labored  under 
great  difficulties  in  the  raifing  money  to  give.  C/ar.  H:J?o 
vol,  II.  p.  205.      Biographia  Britannic n. 

*  The  parliament,  after  having  for  very  good  reafons 
broken  the  convention  of  neutrality  between  the  two  parties, 
and  inverted  the  lord  Fairfax  with  the  fupreme  command  of 
their  Northern  forces,  lefc  him  engaged  in  a  very  unequal 
conteil  with  the  earl  of  Newckflle,  and  the  whole  North  ex- 
pofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  king's  party,  who  carried 
their  violence  fo  far  as  to  plunder  and  imprifon  the  enemy 
on  the  delivery  of  towns  upon  treaty.  Lord  Fairfax  wrote 
word  to  the  parliament,  that  they  were  guilty  of  all  kinds  of 
violences  ;  that  they  pillaged  and  cruelly  ufed  all  thofe  who 
were  well-afFe6led  to  their  authority  ;  and  that  they  had  re- 
ceived commiflions  from  the  King,  of  liberty  to  plunder 
and  feize  mens'  eftates,  provided  they  accounted  for  the 
moiety  of  the  proiit  to  his  maj^fly.  Pari,  H^Jf.  vol  XI f, 
p.  268,  ^feq. 

Vol.  III.  F  f  the 


434  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

-^^'"«>''i%^'' the  parliamentary  party  in  Devonniii-e   had   by 
the  authority  of  pariiament  been   broken   very 
early  in   the  fpring;    and  major-general  Chud- 
leigh,  v/ho  yet  commanded  their  forces  in   thofe 
parts,    was  repulfed  from   the  attack  of  Laun- 
eefton  by  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  and  Sir  Bevii  Gren- 
ville.     In  May  the  earl  of  Stamford,  afiembling 
a  body  of  five  thoufand  foot  and  fourteen  hun- 
dred horfe,    marched  into  Cornwall ;    and,  en« 
camping  on    a  high  hill  near  Stratton,  fent   Sir 
George  Chudleigh,    with   twelve  hundred  horfe, 
defeat  of     to  fecurc  the  country.     The  King's  troops,  who 
the  pariia-    y/^tc  DOt  abovc  half  thcnumbcr  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  Stratton.  in  Want  of  many  neceffaries  with  which  thefe  were 
amply  fupplied,  aifuming  courage  from  defpair, 
determined  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be   be- 
fieged.     On    hearing  that  the  earl  of  Stamford 
had  weakened  his  main   body,    by  the  large  de- 
tachment he  had  fent  out  under  the  command  of 
Chudleigh,  they  marched  from  Launceilon,  with 
no   more  than  two  thoufand  four  hundred  foot 
and  five  hundred    horfe,    with  eight  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  divided  their  fmall  army  into  four 
divifions,  one  of  which  was  commanded  by  the 
lord  Mohun  and  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  ;    another  by 
Sir  Bevil  Grenville  and  Sir  John  Berkley  •,  a  third 
by  Slanning  and  Trevannion  •,  a  fourth  by  Balfec 
and  Godolphin  ;  and  a  Efzh^  which  confifted  of 
horfe  and   dragoons,    by   colonel  John   Digby, 
Thefe  were  to  remain  on  the  Comm.on  as  a  bodv 
ofreferve,   whilft  the  other  four  parties  mounted 
the  afcent  to  attack  the  enemy.     This   the  Cor- 
nilh  troops  performed  with  fuch  vigor  and  intre- 
pidity, that  Chudleigh,  the  parliament's  general 
under  Stamford,    either  from  defign  or  accident 
being  taken  prifoner,    his  whole  army  gave  way 
^nd  difperfed.     The  srround  thus  left  clear  for 

, the 
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the  royalifls,  the  four  divifions  all  met  together  A""'^*^^?'. 
on  the  plain  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  where,  with^ 
out  the  lofs  of  more  than  fourfcore  men,  they 
took  pofTefTion  of  the  enemy's  camp,  cannon, 
ammunition,  and  provifion,  with  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  prifoners.  Sir  George  Chudleigh, 
after  having  fpent  much  time  in  difperfing  the 
pofTe  comitatus,  which  the  high-fheriff  was  en- 
deavoring to  raife  for  the  King,  on  hearing  of 
the  defeat  of  the  parliament's  forces  at  Stratton, 
retired  in  great  diforder  to  Plymouth,  and  thence 
to  Exeter  •,  whilft  the  earl  of  Stamford  pro- 
claimed himfelf  betrayed  by  the  younger  Chud- 
leigh, who,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  when  the 
profpedl  for  vidlory  was  fair,  voluntarily  v/ith  a 
party  ran  over  to  the  enemy  ^. 

*  Chudleigh  had  been  atftive  in  the  army-plot  in  engag- 
ing the  troops  in  undertakings  for  the  King  ;  but  when 
the  cabal  was  difcovered,  he  owned  fo  many  circurailances 
difadvantageous  for  the  court,  that  receiving  no  countenance 
at  Oxford,  where  he  went  to  offer  his  fervice,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  was  entertained  by  the  parliament.  Rufii-- 
worth  fays,  that  intercepted  letters  to  his  father  manifelled 
the  part  he  aded  at  Stratton  to  be  treacherous^.  Chudleigh's 
prior  conduft,  with  the  odd  circumlLance  of  a  general  being 
taken  prifoner  before  the  entire  rout  of  an  army,  and  his 
pretended  converfion  after  he  put  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  renders  this  proof  unneceffary.  Clarendon 
afTerts  llrongly,  that  Chudleigh  performed  the  part  of  a  va- 
liant and  trully  commander  ;  not  to  vindicate  the  cbara£ler 
of  Chudleigh  (who,  he  fays,  was  always  aifeded  to  the  royal 
party  ;  for  Clarendon,  in  the  caufe  of  the  divine  right  of 
princes,  would  not  think  treachery  a  demerif),  but  to  heighten 
the  reputation  of  the  royaliil  commanders.  Sir  George 
Chudleigh,  the  father  of  the  general,  furrendered  his  com- 
jniiTion,  and  publiflied  a  declaration,  in  v/hich  he  profefled 
to  have  fiuno;  himfelf  at  his  fovereien's  feet,  to  have  em- 
braced  his  gracious  pardon,  with  a  refolation  to  contend  no 
npore  in  word  or  deed.  Rujhnvorthf  vol.  V,  p.  271,  i^  feq. 
Ckr.  Hiji,  vol.  II.  p,  210. 
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Anno  i64z.      Qn  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  parliament's 
army  at  Stratton,  the  King  fent  the   marquis  of 
Hertford,  with  prince  Maurice  and  a  Urong  body 
of  horfe,   to  join  the  Cornifh  troops,    and  make 
an  entire  conqueft  of  the  Weft;    a  quarter  not 
lefs  the  objed:  of  the  parliament's  care,  who  now 
found  themfelves  on  the  point   of  being  totally 
deprived  of  confiderable  part  of  the  kingdom, 
which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  was  almoft 
totally  fubdued   by   their    arms.     Sir   William 
Waller,  who  was  now  the  commander  on  whom 
the  parliament  moft  depended,  was  by  a  vote  of 
both  houfes  fupplied  with  feven  thoufand  foot 
and  three  thoufand  horfe,  and  fent  weftward  to 
meet  the  royal  army  •,    the  two  different  parties 
of  which  having  united  near  Chard,    a  town  in 
Somerfetfhire,    on   the    borders   of  Devonlliire,. 
formed  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  men,  a  new 
regiment  of  foot  with   many  volunteers  having 
joiped  them  on  their  fuccefs  at  Stratton  -,  vv^hilft 
Taunton,  Bridgewater,  and  Dunftar  caftle,  fur- 
rendered  on  the  fame  of  this  vi6lory.     Waller, 
v/ho  had  not  received  his  command  time  enough 
to  hinder  the  jun6lion  of  the  two  armies,  lay 
at  Bath,    to  gather  the   remains  of  the  beaten 
force  at  Stratton.    After  fome  fliirmiflies,  which 
wxre  generally  in  favor  of  the  royalifts,    who 
v/ere  full  of  fpirits  on  their  late  fuccefs,  the  two 
armies  met  on  Lanfdown  near  Bath,  and  a  battle 
was  fought  betv/een  them  ;    but  without  any  de- 
cifive  event  in  favor  of  either  fide  :  yet  the  roy- 
alifts, difcouraged  by  the  lofs  of  Sir  Bevil  Gren- 
ville,  one  of  their  beft  commanders  ;    the  difa- 
bling  of  Flopton,    by  the  blowing  up  of  the 
greater  part  of  their  powder  ;    the  lofs  of  their 
ammunition;  and  a  repulfe which  their  hitherto- 
viftorious  trooDS  had  received  from  a  regiment 

of 
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of  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig  (filled  the  Lobfter-Regi-  a^io  1642. 
ment  from  their  complete  armor),  fled  before 
Waller  •,  and  having  reached  the  Devizes,  lelt 
they  fhould  be  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion,  the  marquis  of  Hertford  and  prince  Mau- 
rice carried  off  their  horfe  to  Oxford.  Waller, 
after  recruiting  his  army  by  the  reputation  which 
the  flight  of  the  King's  troops  had  given  to  his 
arms  *,  followed  clofe  at  their  heels,  and  having 
intercepted  and  routed  a  reinforcement  which 
the  King  had  fent  under  the  command  of  the 
carl  of  Crauford,  fummoned  the  enemy  to  fur- 
render  on  terms  of  quarter  and  civil  ufage  to 
the  oiHcers,  with  the  difmifTion  of  the  common 
foldlers  v/ithout  their  arms.  Though  the  town 
of  the  Devizes  lay  open,  without  any  fortifica- 
tion or  defence  but  fmall  ditches  and  hedges, 
yet  the  befieged  found  mieans  to  amufe  Waller 
v/ith  a  treaty  eight  or  ten  hours,  in  which  time 
the  King  had  leifure  to  fend  from  Oxford  (which 
was  within  the  diilance  of  thirty  miles)  fifteen 
hundred  freih  horfe  to  attempt  their  refcue,  un- 
der the  command  of  Wilmot,  lately  created  a 
peer.  Waller,  elevated  with  the  hopes  of  giv- 
ing a  decifive  overthrow  to  the  King's  arms, 
drew  off  his  army  from  the  town,  and  ranging 
them  in  array  on  Roundway-Down,  two  miles 
from  the  Devizes,  a  place  which  the  King's 
horfe  mufl  necelTarily  pafs,  had  the  imprudence •JJ^^J^^^^^^^_ 
to  depart  from  the  order  of  battle,  in  which  he  mem's 
had  placed  his  army  to  great  advantage,  and  ad-  Rou^d^",,. 
vanced  with  his  horfe  to  meet  Wilmot,  who  re-  Down, 
ceived  him  v^^ith  fuch  valor  and  intrepidity,  that 

*  He  difperfed  warrants  over  the  country,  fignifying  that 
he  had  beaten  the  marquis  of  Fleriford,  and  requiring  the 
Deople  to  rile  for  the  apprehcnfion  of  his  fcattered  trooos. 
-CW.i:^i/^.  voLil.  p.  221. 
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Anno  1642.  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig'a  regiment,  which  had  done 
fuch  iervice  on  LanfdownjWasfiril  routed,  and  be- 
ing chafed  back  to  their  comrades,  put  the  whole 
body  of  horfe  in  fuch  confufion  that  they  imme- 
diately difperfed ;  when  Wilmot,  turning  their 
own  cannon  on  the  enemy's  foot,  who  were  at 
,  the  fame  time  charged  by  the  Cornifh  troops, 
completed  the   deftrud:ion  of   the  parliament's 

Clarendon,  army,  who  almoft  all  fuffered  death  or  captivity, 
many  of  them  being  cruelly  killed  by  the  Cor- 
nifh men,  in  revenge  for  their  late  diftrelTes. 
Sir  William  V\^aller  himfelf,  with  a  very  fmall 
remains  of  his  gallant  army,  and  the  lofs  of  his 
artillery,  ammunition,  and  provifion,  after  hav- 
ing written  to  the  parliament  that  their  work 
was  done,  and  that  the  next  poll  would  inform 
them  of  the  number  and  quality  of  the  prifoners^ 
carried  to  Briftol  the  news  of  iiis  defeat  *.  This 
misfortune  of  Waller,  incurred  by  his  injudi- 
cious condu6l,  was  alfo  in  a  good  meafure 
owing  to  the  jealoufy  of  Effex,  who  having 
given  a  commiffion  to  Waller  for  the  weftern  ex* 
peditron,  had  refumed  it,  with  an  intention  of  go- 
ing himfelf  on  the  fervice,  when  Waller  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  command  by  a  vote  of  parliament. 
Waller  juflly  complained  that  whilft  EfTex  lay 
with  his  whole  army  idle  about  Thame,  he 
fuffered    \Yilmot    to   come    without    interrup- 

*  Clarendon  fays,  that  Waller,  when  he  was  defeated  on 
Roundway-Down,  had  an  army  of  two  thoufand  horfe,  five 
hundred  dragoons,  and  near  three  thoufand  foot.  If  his 
forces  were  no  more  than  this,  though  recruited  with  part 
of  the  garrifon  of  Briftol,  and  volunteers  who  came  in  on 
the  fame  of  his  fuccefs,  his  original  army  could  not  have 
been  fo  large  as  was  affigned  him  by  the  vote  of  the  two 
houfes. 

tion 
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tion  -from  Oxford  to  deftroy  him  "^  :  whilfl:  Anno  164a. 
EfTex  alleged  in  his  excufe,  that  Waller  had  force 
enough  to  combat  both  Wiimot's  and  the  Cornifh 
army.  This  neglect  of  Waller  was  not  the  laft 
facrifice  which  Ellex  made  to  the  royal  caufe : 
The  queen,  who  by  the  two  houfes  had  been 
voted  guilty  of  treafon,  marching  from  the  North 
with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  foot  and  one  thou- 
fand  horfe,  with  artillery,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
was  by  the  parliament's  general  fufFered  to  pafs 
without  interruption  •,  and  joining  the  King  at 
Edgehill,  on  the  very  day  when  he  gained  the 
battle  of  Round  way-Down,  they  entered  Oxford 
in  triumph  -j-.  Bath  having  Surrendered  itfelf 
immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Waller,  the  Ox- 
ford forces  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert, 
and  the  Cornifh  army  under  the  command  of  the 
marquis  of  Hertford,  joined  in  an  attempt  on 
the  city  of  Briftol ;  a  place  fo  well  defended  by 

*  The  afTiirance  that  EfTex,  who  lay  within  ten  miles  of 
Oxford  with  his  whole  army,  and  to  whom  Waller  had  fig- 
nified  his  victory,  and  the  fituation  he  was  in,  would  not 
fuffer  any  relief  to  come  to  the  en-emy,  had  engaged  him  ta 
admit  of  a  treaty, 

f  So  little  did  the  King  fear  any  Interruption  from  EfFex, 
that  having  appointed  to  meet  the  queen  two  days  journey 
from  Oxford,  he  only  took  with  him  on  this  expedition  his 
own  guard  of  horfe  and  prinee:  Rupert's  regiment. 

The  following  form  of  thankfgiving  prayer  was  drawn  up 
by  the  Oxford  doctors  on  the  arrival  of  the  queen  ;  "  Oh, 
mod  merciful  God  !  we  render  thee  all  praife  and  thanks, 
for  that  thou  haft  been  pleafed  to  extend  thy  hand  of  deli- 
verance unto  the  perfon  of  our  gracious  queen  ;  that  thou 
haft  made  her  an  inttrument  of  fo  much  good  to  this  king- 
dom, and  brought  her  fafely  hither.  Lord  !  make  the  Kinc 
and  his  people  daily  more  and  more  happy  in  her,  that  as  by 
thine  efpecial  favor  {he  is  already  become  the  motherof  fo  many 
hopeful  princes,  fo  fhe  may  be  daily  fruitful  in  the  addition 
of  more  bleifings  to  us,  through  Jcfus  Chrift  our  Lordv" 
C/ar.  Hiji.  vol.  XL  p.  223, 
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Anno  1642.  nature,  and  a  itrong  garrifon  ^  provided  with  all 
necefTaries,  that  the  Cornifli  troops,  having  made 
a  vigorous  attack,  were  repulied  with  conlider- 
able  lofs  ;  whilfl  the  army  under  the  command 
of  prince  Rupert,  alTauking  that  part  of  the 
town  which  was  more  penetrable,  forced  the  out- 
works, and  entered  the  fuburbs ;  but,  after  a  lofs 
equal  to  what  their  comrades  had  fuftained, 
found  the  entrance  into  the  town  more  difficult 
and  better  defended  than  that  they  had  pafs- 
ed,  and  where  their  horfe  would  be  of  no  fervice. 
In  this  jundture^  envy,  treachery,  rafhnefs,  and 
cowardice,  combined  their  feveral  influences  to 
ruin  the  public  caufe :  At  the  very  time  when 
the  commanders  of  the  royal  army  began  to  re- 
gret an  aifault  which,  without  profpeft  of  fuccefs, 
had  deprived  them  of  many  of  their  bed  officers, 
and  great  numbers  of  their  men,  Nathaniel 
Fiennes,  the  governor  of  Briftol,  better  ikilled 
to  fight  the  battles  of  Liberty  in  the  fenate  than 
the  field,  being  taken  with  a  fudden  panic,  beat 
a  parley  ;    and  after  a  treaty  which   laded  no 

renJe°red"[o  tuoicQ  than  clght  hours,  delivered  up  the  city  -f, 

the  King's 

*  The  garrifon  confifted  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
foot,  and  a  regiment  of  horfe, 

f  The  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice,  infefied  with  the 
pride  of  the  King's  temper  and  encouraged  by  him  in  the 
mofl  unreafonable  pretenfions,  had  from  their  firft  cominp 
into  the  kingdom  ailumed  a  haughty  infolent  carriage  to  all 
the  nobility,  and  tbofe  employed  by  the  King  in  the  moH 
important  offices.  Prince  Maurice,  who  in  the  ailaalt  of 
Briftol  and  the  Wellern  expedition  had  ferved  as  lieutenant- 
general  to  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  had  not  only  afted  in 
a  more  coirimanding  ftyle  than  became  a  fubordinate  oiricer, 
but  even  interfered  with  the  marquis  in  relation  to  govern- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  country  :  whijft  prince  Rupert,  of  a 
yet  more  infolent  nature,  who  wa?  highly  pulfed  up  with 
the  faccefs  which  had  attended  his  military  exploits,  difdain- 
ing  that  the  marquis  fliould  be  equal  to  himfelf  in  comrnand, 
and  that  his  brother  (the  nephew  to  the  King)  fhoukl  be  in 

an 
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on  the  fhameful  conditions,  that  the  garrifon  Anno  1642; 
fnoiild  march  out  without  their  arms,  colors, 
cannon,  or  ammunition,  except  the  officers,  with 
a  fafe  convoy  to  Waraiiniler,  and  not  to  be  mo- 
lefled  in  their  march  for  three  days.  There  were 
fome  other  articles  in  favor  of  the  liberties  of  the 
city,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  perfons  and  proper- 
ties of  all  the  inhabitants ;  but  they  were  fo  ill 

an  inferior  one,  v^hen  Briftol  was  taken,  though  this  city 
was  within  Hertford's  commiffion,  entered  into  the  treatf, 
and  concluded  the  articles  of  capitulation  without  confulting 
or  naming  him-  Hertford,  irritated  with  this  affront,  avert- 
ed the  full  authority  of  his  command,  and,  without  commu- 
nicating with  either  of  the  princes,  declared  he  would  give 
the  government  of  Briftol  to  Sir  Ralph  Hopton.  No  objec- 
tion could  be  made  to  a  man  of  fuch  merit  with  the  partv 
as  was  Hopton ;  and  therefore  the  prince,  by  the  fame 
meiTenge:  as  he  informed  the  King  he  had  reduced  Briftoi, 
defired  him  to  bellow  the  government  of  than  town  upon 
himfelf.  When  the  difpute  between  thefe  two  commanders 
was  known  at  Oxford,  thofe  nobility  who  were  jealous  of  the 
treatment  their  rank  had  received  from  the  prince,  and  of 
his  ambition  to  interfere  in  the  civil  government  of  the 
country,  declared  themfelves  warmly  in  favor  of  the  marquis 
of  Hertford's  pretenfions  ;  but  the  court  and  council  not  all 
agreeing  in  this  opinion,  **  the  King,  fays  Clarendon,  re- 
folved  to  take  a  journey  in  his  own  perfon  to  Briliol,  and 
there  to  give  fuch  a  rule  as  he  thought  moll  neceffary,  ta 
which  he  pre  fumed  both  perfons  would  conform  theinfeives 
a<;  well  cordially  as  obediently."  This  prefumption  was  not 
wholly  without  ground  :  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  who  had 
fo  well  digefted  former  injuries  as  to  defert  relations,  friends, 
and  party,  to  follow  the  King's  fortunes,  and  whofe  counte- 
narxe  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft  was  mofl  enentially 
neceffary,  very  patiently  fubmitted  to  the  preference  he  gave 
to  prince  Rupert's  claim  ;  and  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  to  whofe 
military  bravery  the  King  owed  all  his  fuccefs  in  the  Well, 
as  fubmiffively  accepted  from  prince  Rupert  the  oince  of  be- 
ing his  lieutenant-governor.  —  Thefe  are  the  returns  which 
princes  commonly  bellow  on  their  moll  devoted  fervants, 
and  fuch  the  extinction  of  all  generous  refentment  in  thofe 
brealls  where  vanity  has  taken  polTelTioa  !  Clar.  Hijl.  vol,  II. 
p.  236,  ^  fefi. 

obferved. 
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Anno  1643.  obferved,  that,  on  the  pretence  that  the  articles 
of  capitulation  of  the  garrifon  of  Reading 
had  been  infringed  by  the  parliament's  army, 
the  foldiers,  after  delivering  up  th^ir  arms,  in- 
ftead  of  a  fafe-condudt  according  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty,  met  with  infults  and  ill  ufage 
from  the  brutal  licence  of  the  enemy  y  and  thofe 
inhabitants  of  the  city  who  were  thought  difaf^ 
.  fedled  to  the  caufe,  were  bafely  plundered  *. 

ftateofthe  Thc  rcdudlion  of  Briftol,  which  for  popula- 
K^ing's  af-  ^JQp^  riches,  and  trade,  was  fecond  to  the  capital, 
and  fuperior  to  every  other  city  in  the  kingdom  -f, 
gave  the  King  the  entire  poffeffion  of  Somerfet- 
ihire,  a  large  and  opulent  county.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  parliament's  forces  in  Dorfetfhire  and 
Devonfliire  was  fo  languifning,  that  the  total  re- 
duction of  the  Weft  waited  but  the  leifurc-  of  the 
enemy.     Birmingham  J  in  Warwicklhire,    and 

*  "  I  with  I  could,  fays  Clarendon,  excufe  thofe  fvverv- 
ings  from  juilice  and  right  which  were  too  frequently  prac- 
tifed,  under  the  notion  that  they  with  whom  they  were  made 
were  rebels,  and  could  not  be  too  ill  ufed  ;  when  as  the 
caufe  deferved,  fo  it  needed  all  the  ingenuity  and  integrity 
in  the  propugners  of  it  to  keep  defpair  from  the  guilty,  who 
were  much  too  numerous  for  the  innocent.'^  There  were 
fome  indifcretions  committed  by  the  foldiers  of  EfTex's  army 
«n  the  furrender  of  Reading  ;  but  it  is  allowed  by  all  parties, 
and  this  curious  obfervation  of  Clarendon  carries  with  it  a 
tacit  confeiTion  of  the  fame,  that  the  irregularities  committed 
by  the  parliament's  army  were  trifling  to  the  enormous  licenge 
which  on  all  occafions  v/as  ufed  by  the  royalifts. 

f  Befides  this  important  prize,  feveral  fhips  riding  in  the 
river  of  Briftol,  in  which  the  wealthy  had  embarked  their 
treafure,  were  at  the  fame  time  feized. 

X  The  account  of  the  behavior  of  this  town  by  Clarendon, 
is  a  flrong  Ipecimen  of  the  llyle  and  charafter  of  the  hifto- 
rian.  After  telling  us  it  was,  for  hearty,  willful,  afteded 
dilloyalty  to  the  King,  of  as  great  fame  as  any  town  in 
England,  he  defcribes  the  fpirited  courage  and  refolution  of 
thr  inhabitants  in  the  following  manner  :  *'  His  highnefs 
prince  Rupert  hardly  believing  it  polTible,  that,  when  they 
.    .    '  ilicuid 
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Litchfield  in  Stafforciihire,  had  been  fnrrendered  Anno  1643* 
to  prince  Rupert,  in  an  expedition  he  had  under- 
taken in  the  fpring.  The  North  was  on  the 
point  of  receiving  law  from  Charles  -,  who,  ,with 
thefe  eminent  advantages,  was  now  in  the  pof- 
feiiion  of  a  large  and  well-appointed  army ; 
whilft  the  enemy's  beaten,  wearied,  and  broken 
forces  neither  appeared  able  nor  willing  to  op- 
pofe  the  progrefs  of  his  viclories. 

fliould  difcover  his  power,  they  would  offer  to  make  refiftance, 
fent  his  quarter-maders  thither  to  take  up  his  lodging  ;  and  / 
to  afiure  them,  that  if  they  behaved  themfelves  peaceably, 
they  fhoald  not  fufFer  for  what  was  pafl: ;  but  they  had  not 
confciences  good  enough  to  believe  him,  and  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  let  him  quarter  in  the  town,  and  from  their  little 
works,  with  mettle  equal  to  their  malice,  they  difcharged 
their  fhot  upon  him  ;  but  were  quickly  overpowered,  and 
fome  parts  of  the  town  being  fired,  they  were  not  able  to 
contend  with  the  two  enemies,  but,  diftrafted  between  both, 
fufFered  the  alTailant  to  enter  without  much  lofs,  who  took 
not  that  vengeance  on  them  they  deierved,  but  made  them 
expiate  their  tranfgreiTions  with  paying  a  lefs  mul6l  than 
ipight  have  been  expeded  from  their  v/ealth,  if  their  wicked^f 
iiels  had  been  lefs." 
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